
MADISON AVENUE  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

Madison Avenue Christian 

Church was founded in 1912 

from the consolidation of two 

smaller congregations in Cov-

ington, KY. 

The mission of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church is to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, 

witnessing, loving and serving 

from our doorsteps to the ends 

of the earth. MACC is commit-

ted to celebrating God’s love in 

today’s world by welcoming all, 

serving those who are in need, 

and building relationships 

through fellowship. 

This Is Not Your Grandmother’s ...(continued) 

 

It’s men and women who speak up about, stand up to defend, and live up to try and em-

body Jesus’ challenges.  We know it’s not easy, but we know we have to try both individu-

ally and as a class.  We don’t take attendance, but we rejoice in those who are present, 

pray for those who are traveling, and we laugh. We laugh a lot.  Because we are human, 

with human failings, and human experiences, human observations, and human limita-

tions.   We are definitely not perfect, but, in a way, 9:30AM-10:30AM in our Sunday 

School class is a perfect way to spend our time.  We often leave continuing our conversa-

tions on the stairs up to the sanctuary and down the stairs at the end of the church ser-

vice.  We often see e-mails going back and forth with thoughts that came well after Sun-

day ended.  And Jesus is part of our group, pushing us every step and e-mail along the 

way. 

We have empty seats.  Anyone is welcome to come in and use one.   

I loved my grandmother and miss her dearly.  She taught me to do so many things.  I 

know she loved me and she was a good Christian woman.   In many ways I hope she 

would be proud of me.   I know that she would be happy that I’ve found my way back to a 

church.  But it is a church that is relevant to today, a church that sees problems and works 

toward solutions, a church that honestly means “All are Welcome” when they say it.   

This is not your grandmother’s Sunday School class.  Thank God! 
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This is Not Your Grandmother’s  

Sunday School Class  

Article written by Dare Miller, member of the class meeting in the Barton Stone 

Room. 

I can clearly remember my grandmother dutifully reading her weekly Sunday 

School lesson, carrying it with her Bible to church on Sunday and spending the 

9:30AM-10:30AM hour before church service with all the ladies of her age re-

viewing the lesson which was rooted in a Biblical story and more historical than 

contemporary.  They were a wonderful group of women – frugal, dependable, 

dressed in their Sunday best, and a strong support for their church and their 

families.  I remember their usually smiling faces, their baked goods, their hats 

and those grandmother shoes.  I remember their goodness when someone ex-

perienced a hardship or tragedy.  I remember their anxiety when someone’s 

grandchild had scarlet fever or measles or something not yet identified.  I re-

member those who comprised the soprano and alto sections of the choir.   

But, I don’t remember them ever speaking in church, reading the Bible for the 

service, or collecting the offering or visitor cards.   They were there, just there.   

In Sunday School they read verses, listened to the teacher, and were reminded 

what the lesson for the next week would be.  They were taught the Golden Rule.   

They were told that the special Women’s Missionary Union collection would 

begin soon and the proceeds would be sent overseas to help people they didn’t 

know and would never meet.  They were good Christian women as far as they 

were allowed to be.   

Sunday School in my world is different.  I am now the age that my grandmother 

was in this scenario, but my 9:30AM-10:30AM Sunday timeframe is a room 

with both men and women, all ages, dressed in whatever, and struggling with 

how “His-story” relates to what has happened in our lives that month, that 

week, or, even, that morning.  The Bible is not for us an ancient book of para-

bles and commandments which may or may not be applicable to our world and 

which may or may not be actually real.  But it is a lesson in how we live up to a 

moral code, how we really treat our neighbors – not the ones who we don’t 

know and will never meet – but the ones who live in the neighborhoods that are 

so challenging, the ones who are left out and left behind, ignored and forgotten, 

the ones next door.  It’s a group that struggles to be relevant, and loving and 

open to the diversity in the room – the ones who are divorced, the ones who are 

LGBTQ, the ones who are dealing with addictions in their families, the ones 

who are watching their parents age into inevitability, the ones who are just try-

ing to keep up, the ones who are ill, and ones who aren’t staring at any of those 

issues – yet.   It’s a group that faces the stories of our time, that cries with the 

victims and looks to the Bible for guidance to help us be the people who help 

change our world for the better.  We don’t look to the “good old days” as a 

standard whether they be the days of the first century or the 1950’s.   Our days 

are now and “now” gives us plenty to handle.  (continued on page 4) 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Youth Group Returns 
9/1816 

 CWF Meets 9/7/16 @ 
Jan Chapman’s Home 

 Board Meeting:  9/11/16 

 September AveNews articles 
due 9/19/16 

 Monday & Wednesday  
Dinner : Serve  6pm 

 

AVENEWS 



 
 
 
Take yourself back in time over 200 years, walking the land, touching the ground, sitting on a meeting 
house pew and feel the spirit move you as 20,000 to 30,000 people did at the Cane Ridge Meeting 
House in Bourbon County, Kentucky in August of 1801. 
For those who have already been to Cane Ridge, take a day, Sunday, October 9, 2016 to celebrate the 

heritage of the Disciples of Christ.   And for those who have never been to Cane Ridge, learn of the 

history and progression of our great religion. 

Here are some quotes of those who have been to Cane Ridge: 

“…take a step back in history.  This is an impressive preservation of history.” 

“Cane Ridge Meeting house is worth the drive. Scenic roads lead you to a peaceful location in the 

countryside. Touring the original meeting house is like stepping back in time. Even our children 

found the place intriguing. Our 11 year old said that she could feel emotions from time itself, prayers 

and tears offered up to God in that place. The grounds are beautiful.” 

So take a day trip.  Relax and let someone else do the driving and prepare your lunch.  Enjoy the bus 

ride with games, sing-a-longs, and fun fellowship with your MACC family.  Once at Cane Ridge, we will 

experience a worship service as so many have experienced throughout the years at the Cane Ridge 

Meeting House.  After worship, we will enjoy a sack lunch, getting to know others in the beautiful set-

ting of the hills of Kentucky, along with games for all ages, who dare to play as those young and old 

have over the years. And for those who wish to learn the history of the 1801 revival and more, a curator 

will be there to talk of how Cane Ridge became so important to who we are today.   

Come join your MACC family and together we will all bring a piece of Cane Ridge home in memory 

and spirit. 

Make your reservation by Sunday, August 28th by filling out a reservation form and placing it in the 

offering plate or by emailing Shari Caldarelli at shari.caldarelli@gmail.com.  The cost is $25 per per-

son.  The cost includes transportation, sack lunch and a memorable experience of fun, fellowship and 

worship. 

 

 

Why Go To Cane Ridge on Sunday, October 9, 2016? 

During the week of August  3rd—6th, MACC participated in a week of local service work. Each day volunteers gathered at the 

church to discover the day’s place of service—each day was different. 

Wednesday the 3rd, volunteers worked at the Emergency Cold Shelter of Northern Kentucky. The Cold Shelter provides a summer 

program for 36  men to help them achieve  employment and stable housing. Volunteers stripped and remade beds so residents  

would have clean accommodations upon returning that evening.  MACC volunteers also vacuumed, swept and mopped floors.  

Residents of the Cold Shelter are required to do these routine maintenance items  as part of their program, but our service gave 

them the night off.  

Thursday the 4th volunteers worked at the Kenton County Animal Shelter. The Shelter takes in dogs and cats that wander the 

streets or are found and brought in. Animals are provided excellent care, socialization and  medical attention. Animals are always 

ready for adoption. MACC volunteers pulled weeds in the  garden, swept and mopped floors,  and cleaned windows. Volunteers 

were rewarded with time to play with kittens.  

Friday the 5th volunteers provided a worship and fellowship experience with the residents of Providence Pavillion Nursing and 

Rehabilitation. PPNR is on the 4th floor of the old St. Elizabeth Hospital—North on 20th street just eat of Madison Avenue.  Volun-

teers provided a devotion and music for the residents as well as candy and conversation. 

Saturday the 6th volunteers cooked and served a meal to the community at First Christian Church—Covington.  

Thank  You Note 
 

Fay and Friends! 
Thank you so much for allowing 
us to participate in your feeding 
friends program [Community 
Dinner.] When we were visiting 
a couple weeks ago, again, I 
received a reminder of how good 
our God is in all parts of the 
USA and further.  

Your [MACC’S] caring attitude 
and involvement is a lesson for 
all of  us and our family appreci-
ated the opportunity to include 
your evening in our vacation 
plans.  

God Bless you all— 

George and Cheryl Bright and 
Family 

Jordan, Nora, Jocelyn, Joshua, 
Johanna, Alan, Miles, and Da-
mien 
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Mission Week 2016 

Make Your  

Purchases Count! 
 

You can help support the  

Outreach Programs here at 

MACC when you shop online or 

buy groceries at Kroger.  

 

MACC has established a  rela-

tionship with Amazon to earn 

back a small percentage of the 

total purchase price of your 

order.  Register your Amazon 

account with the information 

below and help MACC  earn 

money for our Outreach Pro-

grams. 

smile.amazon.com/ch/61-

0444773 

 

MACC is also signed-up with 

Kroger Community Rewards to 

earn a small percentage of your 

total purchase.  Please go online 

at www.kroger.com/

communityrewards  

Follow directions to  

register you Kroger Plus Card. 

Use the  following NPO number 

to register for MACC—78024 

 

 

Since August of 2015 MACC has 

earned $461.01 from these two 

programs. Help us earn more 

funds to support Outreach Pro-

grams like the Community Din-

ners and Car Care Clinics.  

 

If you need assistance to sign-up 

or register, contact Fay. 

859-261-0226 

fay@mchurch.com 
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Ministry With Community Children Powerful For All 

There were a couple little girls in our VBS group and while one was very busy and always wanting the 
attention on her, the other little girl around the same age was very quiet.  Both were very loving and 
always wanted to sit beside me.  On Sunday, July 31st the quieter little girl and her family came to 
church.  They sat several rows behind us so I didn't see them come in or know they were there until 
after the service.  I went back to greet them and the little girl gave me a big hug and an even bigger 
smile. 
 
  Dare and Earlene told me that during the service the little girl kept telling her family, "That's my 
teacher.  My teacher is up there." and stepping out in the aisle because she wanted to come sit with 
me. 
 
  It was a great reminder that: 
 
  1.  Our actions and words, no matter how big or small, have an impact. Especially on children, even if 
they are not our own or ones we see regularly.  Keep in mind, I only had a couple hours with the chil-
dren for 4 nights. 
  
 2.  Young children have a purity that we adults often cast aside.  That little girl knew nothing about 
me other than I was her "teacher" 
for a few days.  Yet, she was totally 
and completely willing to trust me 
and love me (with that awesome 
smile) just because we were togeth-
er.  None of our "differences" mat-
tered, it was just that simple. 
 
  3.  It's really easy to find joy, if you 
are looking with an open heart and 
a desire to make a positive differ-
ence in the lives of others. 
 
Sharon Kintner 
VBS Group Leader 

The MACC Strategic Planning Committee (also known as Long Range Planning) has been called back into 

action, with its first meeting scheduled for August 22. The tasks of first importance will be to consider 

widening the entrance to the south lot to two lanes, for safety purposes, and to consider improving the 

"curb appeal" of that area of the church property. Also to be considered would be upgrading the condition 

of the house owned by MACC close to the south lot. It is certainly possible that other "long range" ideas 

will surface. It is worthy of note that the purchase and development of the north lot and interior improve-

ments such as Fellowship Hall and the Stained Glass Window renovations all grew out of Strategic Plan-

ning meetings. Any MACC member is welcome to be a part of this important planning process. Please plan 

to attend future meetings. For more information or to volunteer for the committee, contact Donn Manker 

(781-2274or mankerfamily@juno.com).                                                                 

Strategic Planning Committee Back in Action 
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