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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

Madison Avenue Christian 

Church was founded in 1912 

from the consolidation of two 

smaller congregations in  

Covington, KY. 

The mission of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church is to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, 

witnessing, loving and serving 

from our doorsteps to the ends 

of the earth. MACC is commit-

ted to celebrating God’s love in 

today’s world by welcoming all, 

serving those who are in need, 

and building relationships 

through fellowship. 
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Organizing for Social Impact 

Date: March 18, 2017 

Where: Online 

Time: 1:30 – 3:30pm EST 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

NOTE: Webinar URL will be emailed out the day before the webinar 

Explore some of the historical and modern-day models for building transformative moral movements and 
how we might re-engage and re-shape them in order to support freedom movements today. In this webinar, 
Dr. Barber will advocate for the reclamation of deeply-held ethical values and will offer suggestions about 
reaching a critical mass of people in order to build an effective social movement. Individuals and 
congregations alike will benefit from the insights shared here.  

 

Rev. Dr. William Barber II is the architect of the Forward Together Moral 
Fusion movement that gained national acclaim with its Moral Monday protests 
at the North Carolina General Assembly in 2013. Rev. Barber is a highly sought 
after speaker who has spoken at hundreds of national and state conferences 
since being elected President of the N.C. Conference of NAACP Branches in 2005. 
His latest book is The Third Reconstruction (Beacon Press, 2016).               

 

                                                              Sign up online:  www.lextheo.edu/webinar-series/ 
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MACC Boiler and Heat Update  
 

A recent MACC email update shared the disappointing news:  MACC’s 26 year old hot water 
heating system experienced a “catastrophic failure” this winter.  The main issue:  pipe corro-
sion as the result of insulation slowly failing.  Please take a look at the nearby photo to see what 
years of condensation trapped against steel pipe will do. 

BACKGROUND:  MACC has a com bination hot/cold w ater  system  to heat and cool 
the building.  During the winter, 3 boilers heat water that is circulated throughout the building.  
The boilers are large to generate enough heat to warm the whole building on cold days; and the 
system counts on two large pumps to deal with the load of pumping water 24/7. 

WHAT WENT WRONG:  During the sum m er, valves in  the MACC system  are 
switched over to block off the boilers, and allow cold water (cooled by a roof top A/C unit) to 
flow throughout the building.  All would be fine, except that at some point during the last 26 
years, the valves no longer would close completely, allowing cold water to flow in to the boiler 
pipe area.  There was no way to tell the valves did not seal completely. 

RUST IS NOT GOOD:  Boiler  pipe, w hich  is steel, is  NOT m eant to have cold w ater  
flow through it.  That causes condensation.  If the insulation around the pipes was air tight, not 
an issue.  But the insulation was not air tight, therefore condensation formed, and year after 

year, rust slowly ate away at the 
pipes.  The result?  Swiss cheese 
for piping.  Not a good thing. 

WHERE WE ARE NOW:  In 
December, we were able to get 
an emergency repair in place, 
hoping that the repair would get 
the system through the end of 
the heating season.  But more 
leaks developed, so we had to 
move forward with replacing the 
badly corroded pipe.  For now, 
MACC has one working boiler 
out of three, and one working 
pump out of two. 

COST:  The cost to replace the corroded pipes and valves w as $12,500.  The cost to 
replace the pumps and other special valves later this month is $13,300.  That still leaves MACC 
with just one operating boiler that is now 26 years old.  Modern boilers are far more efficient – 
a good thing – but boilers big enough to heat a building as large as MACC are expensive.  The 
estimate is another $43,200 to purchase one large, high efficiency boiler, and re-use one of the 
remaining boilers as an emergency backup.  We definitely don’t have that level of excess sav-
ings right now, so we will investigate repairing one of the boilers we have so that we have two 
(old) working boilers. 

COUNT OUR BLESSINGS:  Gloom  and doom ?  Never!  MACC has been abundantly 
blessed, and will continue to serve those in need in Covington.  The above is just an honest 
assessment of the financial needs of sharing ministry in a 103 year old building (well, with a 26 
year old heating system).  If you are in a position to offer financial support above and beyond 
your regular contributions, MACC definitely needs your help. 

Thanks to all of our members and friends who help MACC share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ! 
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INTEREST 
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 Monday & Wednesday  
Dinner : Serve  6pm 

 

AVENEWS 

https://www.lextheo.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/bill_2-1.jpeg


 On Wednesday, March 1st at 7:00 p.m. , MACC will host 
an Ash Wednesday Service. 

After the lively evening before celebrating God’s abun-
dance, Lent calls Christians to time of self-reflection. Self-reflection is a time to 
take account of things one would like to change in life—to repent—or turn things 
around. This is not just limited to a relationship with God, but with others as 
well. 

Perhaps one would like to offer forgiveness to a friend or family member for hav-
ing caused hurt. Perhaps one would like to ask for forgiveness for causing the 
hurt. Maybe one would like to intentionally practice gratitude; for 40 days focus 
on writing notes of gratitude to family, friends and strangers. Have you ever told 
a custodian at an airport “thank you” for working to keep the bathrooms clean? 
Have you ever explicitly told a waiter they did a good job?  

Ash Wednesday Service 

 

Youth Group 

Youth Group– ages K-

12th Grade—meets 

AFTER Sunday worship.  

Lunch is served following 
worship—then an hour of 
games and lessons will 
follow.  Things will wrap-

up at 1:30. 

Parents can enjoy lunch 
and run errands while 
kids play and learn—
before all return home for 
the day.  

Questions? Ask Fay. 
fay@mchurch.com 

859-261-0226 
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Second Annual Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

On Tuesday, February 28th at 6:30 p.m., MACC will host 
a Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner.  

Fat Tuesday, also translated as Mardi Gras, is a long 
standing Christian tradition in many parts of the world.  
Christians “fatten” themselves up on rich foods  and cele-
brate the abundance of God’s creation before the more 
austere observance of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. 

This is a great fellowship and intergenerational activity. 
We hope you will join in on the fun and enjoy the yummy 
food! 

Stations of The Cross Posters: A Lenten Discipline in Color 

This Lenten season everyone at MACC will have the opportunity to 
participate in a coloring project.  

Coloring project? Isn’t that just for little kids? NOT ANYMORE!  

Coloring for adults has taken-off the last few years—craft stores 
have entire racks full of adult coloring books. Adults acknowledge 
coloring helps them feel calm, focused and increases a sense of joy. 

Large posters will be given to each Sunday School class and made 
available around the church. When complete, the posters will be 
placed on display for all to enjoy and to reflect on the The Way of 
The Cross.  

Sermons 

Online 
 

Each week, a transcript 
of the service is posted to 
the church website. You 
will find transcripts  
under About Us , then 
click Sermons. 

We give thanks for the 
gifts of Diane Farrell 
who transcribes each 
service for us.  

Diane is a court stenog-
rapher during the week 
and continues to use her 
skills on Sunday morn-
ings. She sits in the bal-
cony with our dedicated 
tech team, Charlie and 
Becky (and Henry) Bow-
en.  

 

 

Grants 

 

In the month of January, 
MACC received notice 
from The Spaulding 
Foundation that is will 
receive $10,000 to sup-
port the Transition 
House ministry. 

In February, the  
Samaritan Car Care 
Clinic received a $1,000 
grant from the Steve and 
Eleanor Haussler Fund 
of The Greater Cincin-
nati Foundation.  
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The new phone system allows each minister to have individual voicemail boxes in-
stead of a single box that is only checked when someone remembers.  
Our new phone system eliminates robotic calling, sales calls and assists both minis-
ters in managing time and information without an office manger.  
 

When you call MACC you will not hear the phone ring. Instead an automatic greet-
ing plays, providing church information. Upon listening to the entire message, the 
caller is directed to choose extension 11 for Simon or 10 for Fay. The caller MUST 
dial an extension for the phone to actually ring. The caller does not have to listen to 
the entire greeting each time he/she 
calls, but can dial the extension of Si-
mon or Fay at any time.  
 

If you have further questions, please 
visit with Fay—You can call her cell 
phone, if still confused by the office 
phone - 417-540-7436.  only checked 
when someone remembers. Our new 
phone system eliminates robotic calling, 
sales calls and assists both ministers in 
managing time and information without 
an office manger.  
When you call MACC you will not hear the phone ring. Instead an automatic greet-
ing plays, providing church information. Upon listening to the entire  

MACC Has A New Phone System 

Children’s Church  

Children ages three years through second grade are provided a unique worship expe-
rience designed just for their curious minds and wriggly bodies. Children’s Church 
uses educational practices based on the Montessori model of education reconfigured 
for Christian education designed by Jerome Berryman and Sonja Stewart in their 
program “Children Worship & Wonder.” Children are presented faith stories and 
Christian practices and then given space to explore and create meaning for them-
selves, rather than being told what to think.  This model has been widely adopted by 
Disciples, Episcopalians, Presbyterians and others.  

A typical Children's Church worship looks similar to the following: 
1. Welcome all the children and light Christ candle. 

2. Collect offering. 

3. Sing opening song. 

4. Hear/see  Bible story or story of a faith practice. 

5. Wondering/response time. 

6. Feast—simple “snack” of juice and cookies where 
we give God thanks for  bread and juice.  

7. Review wondering questions and chat about 
what’s going on in the lives of the children/ sing 
songs. 

8. Closing prayer and blessing. 

Henry and Luke having Feast 


