
MADISON AVENUE  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

Madison Avenue Christian 

Church was founded in 1912 

from the consolidation of two 

smaller congregations in Cov-

ington, KY. 

The mission of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church is to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, 

witnessing, loving and serving 

from our doorsteps to the ends 

of the earth. MACC is commit-

ted to celebrating God’s love in 

today’s world by welcoming all, 

serving those who are in need, 

and building relationships 

through fellowship. 

Week of Compassion offering  
Sundays , February 21st and 28th 

For the last seven decades, Week of Compassion has been the emergency response minis-

try of the Christian Church. Whether the emergency is flooding, tornadoes, wildfires, 

earthquakes, mudslides or humanitarian aide to refugees, Week of Compassion is pre-

sent.  

For many of us who have been part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we re-

member many years of reading letters written by Johnny Wray telling us the good news 

being done all over the world. Johnny has a gift of telling stories and moving hearts to 

support the incredible ministry of Week of Compassion.  

Rev. Vy. Nguyen (pronounced VEE WEN) is the new director of Week of Compassion.  

Rev. Vy Nguyen has a significant connection to Week of Compassion. In the early 1980’s 

Vy and his father left Vietnam and became refugees eking out an existence in refugee 

camps in nearby Thailand. From there to Cambodia, then Laos and finally the Philip-

pines, where his father wrote letter after letter seeking help.  

Somehow one of the letters reached East Dallas Christian Church (DoC). The congrega-

tion with the help of Week of Compassion sponsored Vy and his father to come to Dallas, 

TX and begin a new life, full of new possibilities.  

Vy went to Texas Christian University and then University of Chicago Divinity School. He 

has devoted his life to learning with and serving others. It is so fitting that he is home, 

once again, with Week of Compassion.   
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AVENEWS 
Moderator Message of Adventure 

First, I’d like to thank you for placing your trust in me as Moderator for the next two years. I will try to be 

worthy of it. I hope that you will be tolerant and forgiving of whatever fumbles and missteps I am sure to make 

along the way. 

There are a couple of things that we’re really going to try to improve on during this next biennium. One is 

communication – through our website, Facebook, and Constant Contact; by sending the minutes of Board 

meetings out electronically as well as posting them on our website; and by holding regular meetings of division 

chairs. 

We’re also trying to move toward better adherence to our constitution and by-laws. We won’t be able to do this 

all at once, but it’s time to make a start. (You can find a link to these documents at the very bottom of our 

website: www.mchurch.com). 

Among our new leadership are some new names, and some familiar names are in new positions. Division 

chairs for 2016-17 are:   

Membership – Shari Haley Caldarelli and Jonnean Looney; Education – Christopher Manker and Debbie 

Peterson; Church Growth and Mission – Mary Lee Smith and Jan Chapman; Worship and Music – Sharon 

Kintner and Cherish Wright; Personnel and Finance – Skip Looney and Dare Miller; Property and Facilities – 

Donn Manker and Eric Pouncy.  I want to thank each of them for accepting the challenge. 

These individuals are going to bring new energy and new perspectives, but they are also going to need lots of 

help, so if you are asked to play a supporting role, I hope you’ll say yes.  I know they’d also appreciate knowing 

where your interests lie. Maybe you’re willing to be a greeter, read scripture, or help with hymn selection. 

Maybe you like gardening. Or have knowledge of, or contacts in, the areas of building mechanics. Have ideas 

for welcoming visitors and new members. You get the idea. Let the folks listed above know.  

This year is going to be an adventure. I’m looking forward to it and I hope you are too. 

Linda Mauser, Moderator  
lbmauser@gmail.com  

Stewardship—it’s only February!  

As church members we tend to associate stewardship campaigns with October or November when we receive 

pledges from the congregation for our church budget.  We talk about pledges of time, talent and treasures but 

seem to spend a lot of time on the treasure part of the equation.  Of course, we need to be generous in our 

financial pledges but Christian stewardship is so much more.    

Stewardship, the charge to serve as the one who manages another's property, finances or other affairs, is not 

just a means for the church to raise money.  It is an approach to life acknowledging that all things are from 

God and we are simply managing those resources while here on earth. Scripture tells us (and Simon reminds 

us often) that everything we have belongs to God. Whether we have worked for it, found it, or received it as a 

gift, God is still the ultimate source.  One good way to think of 

stewardship is to view what He has given us as a loan. 

Think of all the wonderful gifts that God has given us- our fami-

lies, friends, time, talents, skills, material possessions, finances, 

and life itself!  Are we good Christian stewards of all that God has 

"loaned" us? 

Throughout the year, I hope to share stories of good stewards here 

at MACC and to promote opportunities to share our gifts.    

Jan Chapman  Stewardship Chair  2016  

 jpea1215@aol.com  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Love Notes ..................................... 2 

Church Growth .............................. 2 

Note from Simon….………………….2 

Youth  ............................................. 3 

Membership Dinner...................... 3 

Week of Compassion..................... 4 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Unbinding the Gospels with 

Mary Lee Smith—1/29/16 

 CWF will meet 2/3/16  @ 

7:00pm 

 Fat Tuesday Membership  
Dinner 2/9/16 @ 6pm 

 Board Meeting: 2/14/16 

 Monday & Wednesday  
Dinner : Serve 6pm 
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“I don't know about you, but I don't say ‘thank you’ enough.” 

In Church circles, the phrase, "we have always done it that way" often has very bad, de-
structive connotations. What that phrase usually conveys is: we are resisting anything 
that we are not familiar with, we are not open to new people and growth, we like the safe-
ty of the way everything is, and the result is many self-inflicted wounds. However, at 
Madison Avenue Christian Church, I like to hear us say, "we have always done it that 
way!” When I hear us say, "we have always done it that way" I hear:  
 

 we will serve the people in the community where God has placed us even when it is 
tempting to hold on to our resources for our own use.  

 

 we will never stop dreaming bold dreams that are inspired by the spirit of God that 
is alive and active in our midst.  

 

 our joy comes from working together as one family because we are bound together 
by the love of Christ. 

 

 we know that the only way to be showered by God's blessings is by "Being the Good 
News of Jesus Christ." 

 
You know what I am talking about! 
This is the MACC tradition that has guided us for over a hundred years. So help us God!.  
 
God’s Peace be upon you, 
Simon 
simon@mchurch.com 

Celebrating the Gift of our Church Family          Jan Chapman 

We’ve Always Done It That Way!                      Chinna. Simon 

What an appropriate time to celebrate the wonderful gift of our family here at 

MACC and our love for each other!   Throughout the month of February, we 

want to provide the opportunity to show our gratitude for the simple things that  

make this church such an amazing place to belong- whether it's that hug on a 

Sunday morning that was just what you needed or the hours spent recently by 

the "un-decorating" crew that freely gave their time to the "not so fun" job of 

putting away all the Christmas decorations for another year.   

I don't know about you, but I don't say "thank you" enough. On the first Sunday 

in February, we'll provide note cards where you can express your gratitude for 

something that is meaningful to you.  We hope to share some of those on Valen-

tine's Day and throughout the month. Let's celebrate and nurture this great gift 

of church family!      

For questions about stewardship or notes of gratitude, contact : 

Jan Chapman at 

jpea1215@aol.com  

Church Growth  

in 2016 
 

Jan Chapman and I look for-
ward to serving as your Church 
Growth Division Co-Chairs for 
the next two years.  A task group 
recently began meeting to dis-
cuss ideas to stimulate church 
growth such as new banners in 
front of the church, friend-to-
friend postcards, improvements 
to our website, a newsletter, a 
small group study on evange-
lism (faith sharing) and vide-
otaping worship service.  

 

The small group study on faith 
sharing will meet for the first 
time on Friday, January 29th at 
11:00 a.m. at MACC.   Our goal 
is to meet once a month.  Bring 
a sack lunch and we will spend 
an hour in fellowship.  I have 
ordered 15 copies of the book, 
Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life 
Evangelism by Martha Grace 
Reese.  RSVP to reserve your 
copy and I’ll see you on the 29th.   

 

-Mary Lee Smith 
859-240-7739 
mlcsmith@twc.com 
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Youth Serving Others                                             Fay Blevins 

We have an excellent group of young people; all are committed to serving others.  

In November, the youth group decorated sugar cookies to be passed out at the Monday 
night community meal. Each person eating dinner on Monday night received one or two 
cookies hand-designed with love and joy by one of our young people.  

Throughout November and December several youth have been present to help serve 
meals and clean-up after dinner. Several young people have been involved in handing out 
books to community children during dinner as well. 

Service by the youth group does not stop at the community meals. This summer the youth 
group will travel to Lexington, KY to learn more about food security and justice in an 
urban area. While learning, the kids (and adult sponsors!) will also have the opportunity 
to serve at several local help agencies.  

We will be working with Reach Beyond Mission, which is housed on the campus of Tran-
sylvania University and receives support from the National Benevolent Association of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

As the youth prepare to step out of their comfort zone, the sponsors and parents ask for 
your prayers. We ask for prayers of open minds and hearts, discernment for what God 
may be calling them to do, and joy in serving others.  

For more information on Youth Group, email: fay@mchurch.com 

Fat Tuesday  

Membership Dinner 

 
On Tuesday, February 9th, 2016  

at 6:00 p.m. you and your fami-

ly are invited to gorge yourself 

on pancakes and bacon in recog-

nition of Fat Tuesday.  

 

Fat Tuesday, also called Mardi 

Gras in Louisiana, is traditional-

ly the last day before the fasting 

season of Lent. Friends and 

family gather together to eat 

and celebrate before the begin-

ning of a more solemn and re-

flective time in the Christian 

calendar. In some countries, 

pancakes are the traditional Fat 

Tuesday fair, thus called Pan-

cake Day and the reason we will 

gather to break bread...or eat 

pancakes! 

 

As we leave Epiphany and enter 

Lent, you are invited to take on 

a practice rather than try to give 

up something. You are invited to 

return on Ash Wednesday to 

serve dinner to the community.  

 

From Ashes we come and to 

ashes we return, but in between 

we serve the Lord.  

 

If you want to assist the  

Membership Division with 

cooking please contact: 

Shari Caldarelli at 

shari.caldarelli@gmail.com  

                  Or 

Jonnean Looney at 

skipck44@aol.com  

Youth Group decorating cookies for Monday night Community Dinner. 
(Pictured L to R: John Willis, Griffin Smith, Sam Wright, and James Kintner) 
 

  3 Dory Smith   Chance Smith and Nicholas Wills  


