
MADISON AVENUE  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

Madison Avenue Christian 

Church was founded in 1912 

from the consolidation of two 

smaller congregations in  

Covington, KY. 

The mission of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church is to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, 

witnessing, loving and serving 

from our doorsteps to the ends 

of the earth. MACC is commit-

ted to celebrating God’s love in 

today’s world by welcoming all, 

serving those who are in need, 

and building relationships 

through fellowship. 
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A great theologian recently said: 

 

“In our anxiety that drives us -what we tend to do is become more and more self-preserving, more and 

more inward looking and in our anxiety we think about what we are going to hold and not what we're 

going to share.” (That was Simon who said that by the way in a sermon several weeks ago.) 

 

How true! In making our gifts, we must believe not only that God has provided, but will continue to do 

so in the future.  We can risk giving something away, because in the end, we believe that God will 

continue to bless us abundantly. 

 

Today I tithe. In the beginning I'm sure that was in large part due to the example set by Dennis. But 

now my tithe is my commitment. I don't hold myself as an example to anyone.  I think of it as catching 

up for the time when I let other people shoulder the burden of meeting the church's financial needs as I 

pinched off the smallest portion I could to share. 

 

I read something a month or so ago that had real meaning to me because I had never really thought of 

stewardship exactly this way.  I shared it in the letter that was sent with your pledge cards. 

 

It read- When I am reminded that I am sitting in a pew that someone before me paid for, in a building 

that was funded by people I may not have even met, I am humbled and reminded that I can have that 

kind of impact on those who will follow me. 

 

You see along with all of you I believe strongly in the mission of the church.  When we hear of the great 

things MACC is doing- the feeding initiative, the nursing care, the car care clinic, how can I not join 

with you in supporting this wonderful place? Not only are we a gift to many people in this community, 

being able to help is a gift to all of us.  What a privilege to give to MACC!  

 

                                                                                                                   By Jan Chapman, Stewardship Chair 

October 2016 
Volume 1, Issue 10 

 

Stewardship 2016:  

How our Money Becomes Ministry 

 

Did you ever have a memory from childhood that suddenly comes to you for no 

apparent reason? Often it seems to be nothing of any great significance and you 

wonder why you thought of something that couldn't possibly have much mean-

ing. This is one of those memories of mine that suddenly emerged recently. 

 

I grew up in a rural area near Springfield Oh.  You may not know this but Clark 

County, OH was the birthplace of International 4-H.  We were all 4-H’rs.  I can 

still say the 4– H pledge to this day.  And to us 4-H’rs, the county fair was real-

ly, really important. If we weren't allowed to go every day the fair was  there, we 

just knew we had the very worst parents around. 

 

 Our county fair was really something! 

 Barns and barns of chickens, rabbits, cows horses, sewing and cooking projects 

and food- oh the food! Funnel cakes, BBQ, and fudge.  On one occasion when I 

was pretty young, probably seven or eight, I was at the fair with my older sister 

in charge of me. That was back in the day when I could eat whatever I wanted 

and not gain an ounce.  You remember those days.  My sister Carole was always 

good to me and on this occasion bought me a huge chunk of chocolate fudge -

my favorite.  I remember thinking, “Wow this is more than I ever could have 

hoped for.”  I mean it was huge-enough for 5 or 6 people easily. There I was 

walking down the fairway with my candy wrapped in cellophane in a white pa-

per bag and then the unthinkable  happened- Carole asked for a piece of my 

fudge. How could that be?  I mean it was all mine. I was given more than I ever 

could have imagined yet I can clearly remember trying to break off the smallest 

piece possible-scaping away with my fingernail to share a tiny speck. 

 

So why did I remember that incident so clearly as I prepared my stewardship 

message? 

I told you last year at this time how I had spent years at Florence Methodist 

Church trying to break off the smallest piece of the abundance God had given 

me to share as my offering to the church. It didn't really seem like I had much 

to share at that time with two girls to raise but looking back I know now I was 

abundantly blessed.  But my attitude was not right-  I thought as John Wesley 

once said- Not how much of God’s money should I keep but rather how much of 

my money shall I give to God. 

 

I read once that a lot of people don't give as generously as they might because of 

fear, and I think that's it for me.  My health is good, my children and grandchil-

dren are doing well but then the what if's intrude.  What if I get sick again and I 

need some expensive drug that isn't covered by insurance, what if a child or 

grandchild needs financial help and on and on-the anxiety grows. 

                                                                            (continued on page 4…) 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Youth Group Weekly 
5:30 p.m. 

 Sunday Evening Vespers 
7:00p.m. 

 Board Meeting:  11/13/16 

 November AveNews  articles 
due 11/18/16 

 Monday & Wednesday  
Dinner : Serve  6pm 

 

AVENEWS 



 
 

 

Please join us on Saturday, November 12th at 7:00 p.m. to enjoy a free concert.  

Musical friends of MACC along with our own Jeehan Park will provide music as a ‘Thank You’ to all 
our friends and neighbors who support The Community Outreach Program. 

Along with our talented music friends, we will also share videos and pictures of our current projects 
housed under the Outreach Program.  

Bring a friend, a neighbor, a date….a reception will follow.  

Music & Mission—November 12th 

We Love The 90’s 

 

Sunday, October 30th after  

worship a reception will be host-

ed for all the members of MACC 

who are 90 years old or older.  

 

While Americans are living 

longer, it is still a significant 

accomplishment to reach ninety 

years or more.  

 

Please join MACC’s  

Nonagenarian's in a reception 

celebrating their life and gifts.  

 

Those we are celebrating: 

 Homer Groger 

 Wilma Hart 

 Wanda Heckman 

 Harold Hornbeck 

 Faye Mann 

 Dexter and Mary Meyer 
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Rummage Sale: November 4th & 5th 

A BIG thank you to everyone who has donated items for this year’s rummage sale. The basement is near overflowing 
with items.  

Please continue your dedicated help through volunteering a couple hours to help set-up, sell, or clean-up the Rummage 
Sale. If YOU can only work 2-hours, that is MOST appreciated and helpful. A sign-up sheet is posted in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

 

 

 

Volunteers are NEEDED!  

Contact Shari Caldarelli or  
Sharon Kintner for more information. 

859-322-5653—Shari 
859-653-8964—Sharon 

 

 

In September, MACC was the recipient of two grants.  One grantor wishes to remain anonymous, 

but generously gave $5,000 for towards Community Dinners. The Elsa Heisel Sule Foundation , 

again, granted $2,400 for dinners on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. We give thanks for these 

grants and grantors and the ministry they assist us in providing.  

 

 

 

Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles.   

This book study will take place in conjunction with Youth Group, but 

is not limited to Youth Group parents.  It is for anyone interested in 

reading a few chapters of a book each week and then spending time 

discussing the reading.  Everyone that participates is encouraged to 

stay for Vespers, the concluding worship service of Youth 

Group.  Vespers is a great way to begin the new week.   

Questions?  Mary Lee Smith, 859-240-7739. See you Sunday at 5:30. 

Remember! Use Amazon Smile and support the outreach ministries of 

MACC when you order your book.       

smile.amazon.com/ch/61-0444773 

Vespers 
 

Each Sunday evening we offer a  
second time of worship begin-
ning at 7 p.m.  

Vespers is a stripped-down 
worship service. It is a small 
gathering, led by PowerPoint, 
lit by candles, acapella music, 
prayer, the scripture and brief 
meditation.  

In good Disciples tradition, we 
will gather around the Table 
each week to remember and 
re-member.  

If you work Sunday mornings, 
if you have sporting activities, if 
you aren’t back in town for 
Sunday morning wor-
ship….come check out Vespers. 
It’s a great way to end one week 
and begin another. 

It’s also a great time to invite 
friends who have been turned 
off by church or who don’t find 
traditional worship compelling. 

 Check it out! 

 

 

Youth Group 

Youth Group—grades K-12—
will meet Sundays at 5:30. 

Dinner is served at 5:30, fol-
lowed by a lesson, and our time 
together is concluded with 
worship at Vespers.  

This year we are studying the 
theological ideas and practices 
of Justice and Hospitality. 

Questions? Ask Fay. 
fay@mchurch.com 
859-261-0226 
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Sunday Evening Adult Class 

In recent days, MACC has become aware that Kroger Plus Card holders must 

designate which charity they want their purchases to support  ANNUALLY.   

If it has been a year or  more since you chose MACC as your charity of choice, 

please logon to your Kroger account and do so again.  

In January 2016, MACC had 11 households  signed-up providing support,    

with funds totally more than $100 quarterly. In August 2016, only                       

4 households were registered to MACC.  

MACC Kroger Community Rewards  

Please go online at www.kroger.com/communityrewards  

Follow directions to  register you Kroger Plus Card. Use the  following NPO 

number to register for MACC—78024 

Kroger Community Rewards  

Let us join together as 

brother and sisters in 

Christ and pray for one 

another and our nation.  

 

Prayer Service at Florence Christian Church 

tel:859-240-7739
http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards

