
 (Hymn:  Christ the Lord is Risen Today.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you join with 

me in a prayer, please?  Living God, rejoicing in this day 

of resurrection, we have come to celebrate the strength of 

your love, a love that triumphs even over death.  Merciful 

God, we don't always recognize Christ, even when we are 

looking directly at your incarnate love.  We cling to our 

assumptions about how life on earth should unfold, forgetting 

that life in your realm shatters those expectations. 

Forgive us, God, when we go through our daily routine 

forgetting to look for the risen one.  On this day open our 

eyes and our hearts, O God, to the full awareness of your 

presence with us.  May we be looking for you in each and every 

moment of our lives.  And we pray this prayer in the name of 

the Christ who is alive and the Christ who taught us to pray 

saying when you pray, pray like this:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading of Matthew 28:1   

  through 10 by Sam Wright.) 

(Hymn:  Now, O Death, Where is Thy  Sting?)  

>>SIMON:  I greet you in the name of the risen 

Christ.  The text begins with the same old formula.  All of 

them waiting for Sabbath to be over because that is what is 

expected of good kosher people.  You would be doing something 

very wrong if you did in ways that break kosher practice, that 

breaks what is expected of you. 

All we hope for is that things just remain the same.  We 

would be just grateful and give thanks to God if life would 

just duplicate itself, if today the symbols, yesterday and 



in the days to come would stay the same and we will not have 

to reinvent ourselves or we do not have to struggle to 

understand anything that is happening that is beyond our 

comprehension. 

That is where things are.  They waited for Sabbath to 

be over.  And they waited for dawn, and you would think that 

with daylight breaking some of your hesitations would break 

away and you may think differently at daylight than you would 

think at darkness.  But it isn't so. 

They get up in the morning and stay with what is expected, 

what is programmed.  First day of the week.  And in that 

world the same things linger and it seems so permanent, and 

we find ways to adjust ourselves so that we can accept these 

realities.   

There are the same divisions in our communities, the same 

kind of hatred that is so prevalent.  There is still the same 

threat from North Korea.  There is still the wondering of 

what we have to do in order to navigate our ways through all 

the trials and challenges of our times.  Poverty and hunger 

seems something that we will just always have to deal with 

and we find a Band-Aid here and another one there. 

It is the same world.  And in that world we do not think 

that there is going to be any major dismantling of anything.  

All we do is somehow if I can be tough enough and if I can 

shelter myself enough and if all the security blinds that I 

have thought of and that is around me would just shield me, 

I can somehow make it.  Because we are in the making it 

business, somehow survive, somehow get by. 

So they head in the morning and they go to the tomb.  



Matthew practices economy of language, and he kinds of 

crunches everything together.  If he had unpacked it some 

more I would have preached longer.  So it is your lucky day. 

There is -- in other texts, there is worry about the big 

stone.  None of that in Matthew.  They just come.  And they 

come prepared to take an inventory of their nightmare.  I 

don't know if that is a practice of yours, but it is a practice 

of mine.  For me the most comforting thing is when I know all 

the things that make up my nightmare.  And I usually sit and 

take a good inventory.   

When there is trouble you sit and you understand your 

troubles, you list them.  And then you get into the snowball 

effect.  And you have imaginary troubles that crop up and you 

add everything together. 

Well, there isn't a snowball in sight today.  So they 

are there.  They came there to do an inventory of all their 

troubles that is so permanent that is not going to move.  The 

fixities of life will not be shattered, because they are 

people who would follow the path that has been taught to them 

and the path that is expected of them. 

All realities -- there is this angel.  And the angel 

speaks to them and the angel says:  You're looking for the 

Jesus who was dead.  He's not dead anymore.  He is risen.  

Christ is risen.  And Mary and all of them who were around 

are kind of going:  Really?   

No, really.  Come in.  Take a look.  The tomb is empty.  

I don't know if they really believed what was being said.  You 

know about all the spin that can go around with that.  I would 

have loved to have had a clicker in my hand and went from 



channel to channel seeing how the story is being played out.  

It would be fun, wouldn't it?  All the spin, how what could 

have happened, where they could have hidden him, what they 

could have done.  Oh, boy. 

I am sure they were running all kinds of scenarios in 

their head as to what could have happened and the biggest 

worry would have been is just show me the dead body so we can 

do our inventory part and do all the rituals we need to do 

and go back home and knowing everything is secure because the 

dead body is still there. 

No.  The tomb is empty.  Christ is risen.  Christ 

appears to them.  And Christ says.  It is I.  I'm no longer 

among the dead.  I'm alive. 

And I was doing fine till then.  That story is good.  

Christ is risen.  Conquered the fear of death, and we shall 

fear no more.  But then comes a bad line.  Actually, it's bad 

strategy to begin with.  I wish I had advised these people 

how to do this. 

Jesus says:  I am risen, and I'm going before you to 

Galilee.  Go tell the disciples that if they go to Galilee, 

they'll find me.  Bad strategy.  You came into Jerusalem.  

You were crucified in Jerusalem.  You have risen from the 

dead.  You've got to show the powers that be in Jerusalem as 

to how mighty you are, that you have conquered the fear of 

death.  You have done everything.  Go knock at Pilate's 

palace.  Put a flag up there.  Show all the powers be who are 

so pretentious that their power will not prevail anymore.  

There is a larger power that is at play in town.   

That's what should have happened.  Jesus should have 



demonstrated everything in Jerusalem, the pinnacle of power, 

prestige and everything that belongs in life of Israel, 

Jerusalem. 

That is where Jesus should have showed.  No.  Jesus 

says:  Go tell the disciples that I'm going before them to 

Galilee and there you will find me.  That's not fun.  There 

is nothing so spectacular about it.  In Galilee -- you know 

the Bible demonstrates in Galilee.  Galilee is where Jesus 

found people fishing.  Jesus himself was a son of a carpenter 

in Galilee.   

Galilee the place of the fig tree.  Galilee the place 

of everyday living, where you and I get up every morning and 

try to navigate our way through.  Galilee is about your daily 

life.  Galilee is about community life.  Galilee is about 

the challenges and triumphs.  Galilee is about everything 

that is mundane we take so seriously that occupies everything 

about us and consumes us beyond our capacity to exist. 

And the risen Christ has gone before you to Galilee where 

you will find Christ.  Wow.  You see that is what makes 

Easter an everyday experience.  That is what brings hope into 

a world divided.  That is why joys that are not being shared 

needs to be shared.   

There needs to be more celebration.  There needs to be 

more rejoicing among us.  Because the risen Christ is with 

us in the most experiential realistic way.  The risen Christ 

has gone before you to Galilee.  And there you will find him. 

You and I would still deal with the same old fears of 

North Korea and about ISIS and about poverty here and about 

all the pain of division that is being so.  You and I will 



think about what would become of this economy.  You and I will 

think about who is going to be left out and in the left out 

equation where do you stand.   

You and I may just ignore the celebration of absolute 

joy that somebody is going through because you are so consumed 

with your own life.  The church would still sit and think 

about how it is going to take care of its own existence and 

not think enough about why God has placed the church where 

God has placed it to be a living witness it to the resurrected 

power of Jesus Christ. 

That is how it is.  But Easter equation has changed all 

that reality.  Wrong will come to face us all the time.  

Darkness would prevail only for a while.  But Easter people 

know of something else.  That Christ who conquered the fear 

of death is alive and well among us, nudging us, pushing us, 

propelling us to look at other possibilities and realities 

that God has appointed, that a world that God has ordained 

that is waiting to explore provided, provided people of 

faith, provided Easter people would truly know that Christ 

is among us in Galilee, in our towns, in our homes, in our 

churches, in our communities. 

Hoping, hoping that we would mock the fears of this world 

and proclaim in word and action that Christ is risen and 

Christ is orchestrating a new world and new lives and new 

realities.  Christ.  

Is risen indeed.  And to the risen Christ the honor, 

power, glory, and majesty now and forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Crown Him With Many Crowns.)  

>>SHARI:  Please pray with me as we offer our thanks 



for the offering.  You may be seated. 

Dear gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift 

of life and the resurrection of your son.  We thank you for 

the opportunity to give back in the gifts of time, talent, 

and treasure we offer to you on this Easter Sunday. 

We ask that you bless these gifts that they may multiply 

and be used to do your will as we dedicate our lives, hard 

work, and sacrifices to you.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  Easter faith stems from 

the reality that Christ rose from the dead, conquered the fear 

of death, brought us life eternal, life everlasting, life in 

all its fullness.   

Jesus also said this:  Since I live, so will you.  Jesus 

said this, too:  I am the resurrection and the life.  They 

who believe in me, even though they die yet shall live.  They 

who live and believe in me shall never die. 

All of those phrases seem so loaded.  But it unpacks in 

such spectacular ways that God holds surprises for us, 

because Easter is about surprise.  We have already 

determined what the outcome can be, should be.  Easter is a 

changing of outcomes.  Not because we so choose, but God so 

desires. 

Hmm.  If you think about it, all the things we take so 

seriously and that consumes us, Easter faith makes a mockery 

of it and tries to tell us that the power of God is more 



powerful than all the powers that we put our trust in.   

So we come to this table asking the Easter faith to become 

real in our life experience, in our Galilee.  But it will not 

unless you and I choose to act.  That in our own ways we act 

in ways that are not the ordinary ways, but are Easter ways, 

because Easter people are people of surprise.   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus.) 

>>KAREN:  The Lord invites and welcomes you to his 

table.  There's always room for all at this table.  Each 

Sunday Madison Avenue extends this invitation on behalf of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to each person worshiping with us, but 

especially today as we celebrate the risen Christ, let us give 

thanksgiving for the meal set before us. 

We give thanks, O Lord, for you are good and your 

steadfast love endures forever.  We come to your table today, 

risen Lord, with joy and celebration.  Earlier this week, we 

ate bread and drank from the cup with dread of what was to 

happen that evening.  On this day, the resurrection, we eat 

and drink in the presence of the one who lived and died and 

lives again, giving life, hope, and eternal life to the world.   

Let now these emblems of the living Christ nourish and 

strengthen our souls as we go out from this place into your 

world to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  Let us 

experience the risen Christ so that we, like Mary, will say, 

I have seen the Lord.  In the name of the risen Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>SHARI:  Please now hear the words of institution 



as written in the Gospel of Matthew.  While they were eating 

Jesus took a loaf of bread and after blessing it, he broke 

it, gave it to the disciples and said:  Take, eat.  This is 

my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave it 

to them saying:  Drink from it all of you, for this is my blood 

of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sin.  I tell you, I will never again drink of 

this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my father's kingdom.  Drink ye all of it. 

>>KAREN:  Happy Resurrection Day.  We here at 

Madison Avenue serve the community and each other through 

programs and missions throughout the week.  But along with 

all that, I suspect each of us worships here on Sunday morning 

for special personal reasons.  For me one of the things I 

enjoy most is sharing the worship service with my church 

family, and I especially enjoy the stained glass windows.  

The ones on this side are my favorite.   

So today I am given the opportunity to extend an 

invitation to anyone here that is looking for a church home.  

I encourage you to join us in our mission and find your own 

special reason for being here.  Just as all are welcome at 

the table, there is always room for you in this church. 

If this is your wish, come forward during the singing 

of the last hymn or you may choose to speak with one of the 

ministers or one of the elders.   

(Closing Hymn:  Thine is the Glory.) 

(Choral Benediction:  Hallelujah from  

 Messiah by G.F. Handel.) 



(Postlude:  Jeehan Park & Bryan Crisp.) 
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