
 (Hymn:  Let the Whole Creation Cry.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you join with 

me in prayer, please?  Gracious Lord, Easter was such a high 

point.  We walked through the weeks of Lent and boldly 

marched with Jesus into Jerusalem.  Our steps hesitated and 

faltered during Holy Week when we ate with our Lord and then 

ran from his crucifixion.  It was so hard for us to really 

believe in the miraculous event of Easter when Jesus, our 

beloved Lord, was raised from the dead.  And we, like Thomas, 

wonder if it was real or something made up from our desperate 

longing. 

Help us to listen to your words with our hearts as well 

as our ears.  And remind us that you bring us peace.  O God, 

we listen to the news, we read, and we wonder if peace will 

ever reign in your world.  Today we have been invited to be 

with the disciples in that hidden place where they also 

wondered about peace and hope and you broke through.  You 

shattered the darkness, and they were astonished yet again.   

Help us to understand that you will bring peace to each 

one of us and forgive us all those times when we treat this 

moment of revelation as though it was impossible.  God, we 

pray that you give us the courage to reach out, to reach out 

to you, and that you will touch our hearts once again. 

O God, as we pray this prayer, we also take a few moments 

to come to you in silence, sending up to you the prayers of 

our hearts and listening for what you need us to hear.   

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.)  

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer 

that your son taught us saying:  



(The Lord's prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading of John 20:19-31 by  

      Linda Hilgeford.)  

     (Chancel Choir:  By Faith and Not By  

      Sight.)  

>>SIMON:  Before I go further with the text, we had 

a meaningful Lent and a great Easter celebration.  It takes 

a lot of work to get us through all that, and I want to thank 

you our worship chair, Sharon Kintner. 

And she constructed that Ash Wednesday and Maundy 

Thursday service.  A lot of time went into it, so thank you 

Sharon.   

Having said that it is also important to acknowledge the 

choir.  They did a lot of extra work.  So thanks to the choir 

and to Bruce and, of course, the big star, Jeehan. 

Fred Craddock -- I haven't said a Fred Craddock story 

in a while so I thought I should.  Fred Craddock says when 

he was in seminary as student his home church would always 

invite him to preach on the Sunday after Easter.  The reason 

why they would invite him always to preach Sunday after Easter 

when he was a student was, well, it's Sunday after Easter, 

there'll hardly anybody there, what kind of harm can the boy 

do.  Let him preach. 

It is Sunday after Easter.  There is going to be harm 

done today because I intend to work this text a bit. 

Before we go too far with the story of Thomas, there are 

a couple of things I want to dismiss out of this material.  

There is a commentary line where Jesus is talking about it's 

better to believe without seeing than to believe only if you 



see.  It stands the test of time and for us today that has 

meaning.  But it taints how you look at the Thomas story.  

And so I don't want to you see that line as a line simply in 

reference to Thomas because then he becomes the doubting 

Thomas. 

Doubt, by the way, is not necessarily a bad thing.  Doubt 

is a pathway to strengthen your faith.  If doubt is just a 

cynical ploy  where you don't believe in anything and you 

have to question everything, then think again.  But faith 

that is strengthened by doubt is actually an essential part 

of growing in faith. 

The other line that I want to dismiss out of this text 

is where Jesus says -- that is ironic speech.  Jesus says if 

you forgive someone's sins, they are forgiven.  If you do 

not, it stays with them.  That line has to go right next to 

what Jesus also said:  Forgive us of our debts, trespass, 

sins, however, you want to do it, as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  So that line is not a line that is to be taken 

literally either. 

The real story is about Thomas.  And the disciples -- I 

love the disciples -- they give me every excuse not to take 

my faith too seriously.   

Jesus rose from the dead.  Everybody knew Jesus was rose 

from the dead who was close to Jesus.  They even were told:  

He's not here, he's risen.  He's conquered the fear of death.  

He's victorious.  He reigns triumphant.  Go, go to Galilee, 

because there you will see him.  Go tell the disciples.  In 

Galilee you'll see the risen Christ.  That's where we were 

yesterday. 



No, that kind of a spectacular message, an event that 

should cause us to be the people who cannot contain ourselves, 

we want to be out in every street corner proclaiming this 

victorious event.  But that is not what is happening. 

The disciples are not out in every town and every hamlet 

that was around trying to tell people that fear no longer has 

governance over us, that Christ is risen, Christ is 

victorious, we shall not have any more fear of death of 

principalities and powers.  That's what they should have 

been doing.  No. 

They are in an upper room, doors, windows, everything 

closed, and they're hiding.  What is with that?  That's why 

I kind of take it easy on myself and about faith communities 

to say well, you know, if the disciples can do it, we can take 

it easy for a while, too. 

And lo and behold the ones who were sitting there 

confused, trembling, wondering, Jesus appears.  Jesus 

appears and tells them:  Peace be with you.   

Now, you would think the risen Christ appears, speaks 

to them, peace be with you and at least now they should be 

excited about this, at least now the fear -- their fear should 

have been dispelled.  Of course, Thomas was not there.  

Let's talk about our friends and disciples. 

Jesus departs and Thomas is out somewhere.  I don't know 

what Thomas was doing outside.  Looks like he did not belong 

to this crowd that was so fearful.  He was not sitting in the 

upper room, doors, everything shut.  Thomas is a whole 

different person. 

Let's go back and visit this Thomas for a minute.  When 



Lazarus was dead, the news was sent to Jesus, who was just 

a few miles away from the town where Lazarus lived.  When 

Lazarus was dead and the news reached Jesus, Jesus did not 

jump up and come.  Jesus took about two days.  He was just 

sill there doing his stuff. 

And the disciples thought, okay, this is good, he is not 

going to go into Jerusalem.  Because if he goes into 

Jerusalem he's going to be crucified.  And then Jesus, after 

two days, says, well, let's go see what's happening to 

Lazarus.  And all the disciples said oh, no.   

Do you know who speaks up?  It is Thomas who speaks up 

among the disciples.  And Thomas, says, no, let's go with 

Jesus and if we have to die with this Jesus, let us die with 

this Jesus, but we are going with this Jesus to Lazarus and 

to Jerusalem.  And we'll meet our end with this Jesus.  That 

is the backdrop of who this Thomas is. 

He is not a laissez-faire easy-going kind of disciple.  

He did not take his faith for granted.  His faith was not just 

about fulfilling his needs.  He did not invoke God only when 

he was in crisis and make God a crisis manager of his life.  

For him, his faith was more than himself.  To him, his faith 

was a calling.  His faith defined who he was, and who he was 

going to become.  His faith propelled him to act in ways that 

were different than all those other people who had a lack of 

faith.   

That is Thomas.  That's why he was not in the upper room.  

He did not belong to the ones who were hiding.  He did not 

belong to the timid.  He did not belong to those who had their 

doors closed.  He did not belong to the kind of darkness and 



the kind of fear that occupied the rest of the disciples. 

That is Thomas.  Thomas comes back and the disciples 

tell him:  Guess what?  When you were away, Jesus appeared.  

He came here.  He came in our midst and he said:  Peace be 

with you.  This is what the risen Lord told us. 

I don't know what other conversation happened there.  

But to me I suspect Thomas was wondering, if the risen Christ 

appeared and if the risen Christ came and spoke to you and 

if the risen Christ came in your midst and said, peace be with 

you, if that is true, why are you all still hiding in here?  

Why are you still having all the windows and doors closed?  

Why is the light out?  Why are you all still whispering?  Why 

are you so afraid?  That was Thomas' question. 

It is not that Thomas was just by habit a habitual 

doubter.  It is how the disciples reacted caused Thomas to 

question whether it really happened.   

It's Sunday after Easter.  I want to pose that question 

to all of us.  Those of us who believe that Christ is risen, 

those of us who believe that the risen Christ is among us, 

those of us who believe that the risen Christ empowers us, 

those of us who believe that the risen Christ is a constant 

presence in our lives, we need to take an inventory of who 

we are and how we live. 

Does our life in any way reflect that Christ is risen, 

that Christ has conquered the fear of death, that Christ 

indeed is victorious?  Is there that sense of victory and 

that sense of courage and tenacity in our spirit?  

Oh, Thomas was quite a person.  I don't want us to just 

simply cast him as doubting Thomas.  He was someone who was 



anchored in faith that was vibrant, that was victorious, that 

was powerful, that was profound. 

So there they are.  Now Thomas is with the rest of the 

people in the upper room, doors, everything closed.  And 

Jesus appears.  Oh, folks, can I pause here?  If you have 

invoked Christ's name in your life, if you have put your trust 

in this Christ, if you are a person of faith who knows that 

Christ is victorious and dwells in us, among us and with us, 

this Christ will not relinquish, will continue to reappear 

and reappear and reappear until we recognize the Christ's 

presence with us, until we get to the point where our lives 

are shaped and molded by the risen Christ and the spirit of 

the Christ is alive and well in us and others can see.  We 

are the witnesses to the living Christ as individuals and as 

a church. 

Christ appears again.  And Thomas, the guy he was, has 

to do it.  I don't know.  Asking a question is one thing.  

Wanting the real answer is another thing.  Have you ever 

asked a question you don't want to know the answer?  Yeah. 

Because the answer is too demanding and too serious and 

it is too transforming.  You don't want to know it.  But not 

Thomas.  That's why don't give him this doubting Thomas 

stuff.  That is trivializing Thomas. 

Thomas is right there.  And Jesus says, stick your hands 

and check it out.  You want to know.  Check it out.  If I were 

Thomas I would have said oh, no, no, don't worry about it, 

I was just kidding.  I'm not going to stick my hand in your 

big wounds and sores.  No, that's not kosher. 

I don't even have proper sanitizer.  Let's just keep 



this at the surface level.  Let's keep this hi, how you doing 

kind of stuff.  Let's not go that far.  But not Thomas.  I 

want to stick it.  I want to see.  I want to know if this is 

real.  Because the way that the disciples are acting after 

they saw the risen Christ does not tell me that Christ really 

is risen and came here. 

The community of Covington, if it looks at us, hears us, 

sees the vitality, sees the compassion, sees how we reach out, 

sees that we do care about where God has placed us, would they 

be able to say that Christ indeed is risen and these people 

believe in a risen Christ and they are a people of hope and 

there isn't a darkness or there isn't a division that will 

stop them.  

See, the disciples they did not -- they were not the 

right kind of witnesses as yet.  And Thomas, now that has 

stuck his hand where nobody else probably would, is a 

transformed person.  That's all he needed to know.  He 

needed to know deep down in his heart that the one he believes 

in, the one he's put his faith in, the one in whom he's put 

his trust in is alive and well and is empowering people who 

call upon the name of Jesus. 

Jesus says, peace be with you, and all this other stuff.  

This Thomas, he did not have a trivial understanding of faith.  

He did not say things that people really wanted to hear, that 

made people feel good.  He did not want to tell folks that 

Christ is risen, he's victorious and everything is okay, 

there is nothing you have to do, Jesus paid it all, it is all 

free.  No.  Thomas carried with him a dynamic life-changing, 

life-altering world shaking faith. 



How do I know that?  This Thomas came to India and died 

as a martyr in my hometown Madras.  They keep changing these 

names in India.  Now it is called Chennai.  It used to be 

Madras.  I still call it Madras.    

He died as a martyr in Madras.  Why?  Not because he came 

to India and tried to tell people Jesus loves you and he tried 

to give them all kinds of colorful warm fuzzy stuff.  Get 

this, people.  This is serious stuff.  That's why I said 

we're going to do some damage today. 

Thomas came to India and he stood on the mountaintop and 

he told the folks there:  You believe in caste system, you 

believe that some people are destined to be downtrodden.  You 

believe that hunger, poverty, and homelessness is how God 

intended for you to be.  You believe some are created rich 

and some are created poor.  You believe that some are God's 

favorites and others are not.  I am here to tell you that in 

Jesus Christ we are the same.  That all that has been taught 

to you by your local faith is a lie.  And he told the people 

that if you believe in Jesus Christ you are no longer 

downtrodden.  If you believe in Jesus Christ, you are no 

longer put aside.  Because you are precious in God's sight. 

And all the powers that be, the religious establishment, 

everyone just plotted for a week.  And they stoned him to 

death.  This is what happened to Thomas.  See Thomas could 

have come to India and said some nice wonderful things, and 

he would have been a hero like a lot of other preachers are.  

But Thomas knew that the risen Christ will not allow, will 

not allow people to be cast aside, will not allow hopelessness 

to be pervasive.  Will not allow death and destruction to be 



the final word. 

See, all of what Thomas has been doing was grooming him 

to have a kind of conquering faith where he will not talk warm, 

fuzzy stuff, but would talk about the dynamic power of this 

Jesus Christ.  The world needs that message today.  Our 

towns need that message today.  Our families need that 

message today.  Our churches need to be -- need to believe 

in that message today.  That there is one voice that is a 

voice that rails against darkness and despair and even death.  

There is one voice that tells people that life is possible 

and joy is available to everybody if we as a community would 

come together and celebrate the presence of the risen Christ 

in word and in action. 

Hmm.  Thomas was a martyr.  Thomas lived for his faith.  

Thomas died for his faith.  There is nothing doubting about 

that.  To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  God, Whose Giving Knows No  

  Ending.)  

>>KAREN:  You may be seated. 

O Lord, our God, this church, your church is special to 

us.  Within it are people with so many different gifts, each 

of us a miracle, each a unique and unrepeatable gift to the 

world from your creative hands and amazing grace.  Thank you, 

God, for providing us with this place of belonging.  Now, we 

the gifts of your creation bring gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure to you, our creator, to use at this place and the 

greater church.   

We are grateful you have given us so many friends and 



so much we can share.  Bless our gifts brought in love and 

joy, that many will benefit and learn as we have of the gift 

of your son.  This we pray in the name of that son, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  This is what the scripture 

teaches us.  While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us 

to reclaim us, to sanctify us, to lift us above our own 

brokenness, to call us children of God.  That is our witness.   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  An Upper room Did Our Lord   

      Prepare.) 

>>DEBBIE:  God, through Jesus Christ, welcomes all 

to this table.  Let us pray.  God of the seasons, we give 

thanks for the gifts of sun and light, moon and stars.  We 

give thanks for your loving care over all creation.  We ask 

for your presence to be with us as we partake of these elements 

which your son has blessed and not entreated us to share.   

We acknowledge the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the 

great commission he left to us, to love each other and to 

spread this love to all God's creation.  We ask for your Holy 

Spirit be with us as we go out to spread this love each and 

every moment of every day.  In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

(Distribution of elements.) 

(Words of Institution.) 

>>KAREN:  Now listen as I read the words of 



institution from Mark.  While they were eating, he took a 

loaf of bread and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to 

them and said:  Take.  This is my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave it 

to them and all of them drank from it.  He said to them:  This 

is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many.  

Truly I tell you I will never again drink of the fruit of the 

until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.  

Drink all of you of it. 

>>DEBBIE:  This is the time in our service that we 

like to invite anyone who has been worshiping with us and 

wants to join the church to come forward during the singing 

of our hymn.  If you would rather do so in private, you can 

meet with Simon or the ministers or any elders.  Please join 

us in singing our final hymn. 

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that passeth 

all understanding, abide with you now, protect you, shield 

you, and keep you from all harm.  Amen.   


