
 

 (Hymn:  Open My Eyes, That I May See.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Eternal God, ruler of heaven and earth, thank 

you for giving each of us another day and thank you for bringing 

each of us here to this place of worship safely. 

Holy God, on this third Sunday of Easter, we continue to, 

with spirits filled with joy, celebrating your great power and 

mystery that made Jesus alive again, we continue this awe that 

we have yet more stories to hear of his living and teaching, his 

defiance against those who would not only destroy him but his ideas 

and his work. 

We are inheriters of his generous love and his rebellious 

spirit.  May we also take this inheritance to heart and practice 

it each and every day. 

Yet we confess, O God, while we are filled with joy and awe, 

our hearts are also full of sadness, sadness that our inheritance 

of abundant welcome and love, that the rebellious spirit by Jesus 

to push us ever forward into newness and wholeness is being 

ignored.  It's too hard.  It's too much.  It requires too much.   

We, like the disciples would like, to lock ourselves away 

in a room.  We, like the disciples, want to escape to another 

place, to avoid dealing with who you are and who you are calling 

us to be. 

O God, what you require from us, it causes a lot of pain 

sometimes in our hearts.  And so we pray that you will bind up 

our wounds and you will place us on a path of healing so that we 

might use our great empathy in works of compassion and service, 

in works of more abundant love and time spent in awe. 

O God, we pray this prayer and we also lift up to you the 



silent prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer that 

your son taught us to say:   

 (The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading by Barb Black of Luke  

          24:13-25.)  

 (Chancel Choir:  Lord, I Know I Been  

 Changed.) 

(Scripture reading by Barb Black of  

          additional verses of Luke.)  

>>SIMON:  What happened this morning is the nightmare 

of every minister; either the wrong scripture or half a scripture.  

Hmm.  Let me get my rhythm.  Stay with me. 

There were two people on the road to Emmaus.  Emmaus has 

captured the imagination of the faith community.  Emmaus has 

given rise to so many acts, actions that reflect the life of Jesus 

and has shaped the life of the faith community. 

Emmaus has a very special meaning for us here at Madison 

Avenue Christian Church because we live the Emmaus story over and 

over again.  But the Emmaus story begins in a rather sad way.  But 

the more I get annoyed, puzzled, disappointed with the disciples, 

the more I start looking within and see a good part of that way 

of living and being in me.  And I hope that as you examine this 

text you will see the same about yourself.  If not, raise your 

hand, and we'll make you Saint of Madison Avenue Christian Church. 

Upper room, Jesus appears not once, twice.  Thomas explores, 

falls on his feet and says, my Lord, my God.  Thomas departs.  Two 

disciples now.  On the road to Emmaus, they're leaving Jerusalem 



and they're walking on the road to Emmaus.   

And their conversation -- you could tell from the 

postscripts their conversation was not anything that reflected 

that Christ is risen, Christ is victorious, Christ has conquered 

the fear of death, Christ is sending us into this world to be a 

witness to the living Christ, Christ is among us; none of that. 

Because Jesus said go to Galilee and you'll see me there.  

They are walking on the road to Emmaus, sad, perplexed, sitting 

and wondering what would become of their lives.  Because before 

Christ was crucified, their lives were so intact.  They had Jesus 

with them constantly.  They saw what was happening around. 

People came with all kinds of brokenness; wine, leper, 

rejected women, Samaritans.  And Jesus healed and made everything 

whole.  Tears were wiped.  People who came with burden went back 

dancing.  Those who could not walk who were brought on stretchers, 

they were leaping with joy after they came in touch with Jesus.   

That is the life they have seen.  And I'm sure these 

disciples thought there is nothing that can touch us, nothing.  

If this Jesus can calm the waters, if this Jesus can raise Lazarus 

from there dead, if this Jesus can respond in such a way to any 

and every human trial and tribulation and trauma and cause people 

to rejoice, we have nothing to fear.   

And now this Jesus was crucified.  And they heard he's risen.  

They saw the grave.  Jesus appeared to them in the upper room.  

But still for them the problem is, Jesus is not with me.  And what 

if I am in a situation that I so badly needed to hear that voice 

once again?  What if I am in a situation where I need that hand 

to lift me up once again?  What if I'm in a situation where I feel 

that I'm all alone and incapable of navigating my way through this 



situation?  Will I hear that voice that says, Fear not?  

That is why they were puzzled.  They were puzzled because 

the rock that they put their trust in, the rock who moved mountains 

was not there with them immediately available.  This is why they 

were puzzled. 

First I thought, how come.  And then I thought hmm, that road 

to Emmaus story, I've been there.  Have you?  Have we?  Have we 

been on that journey on the road to Emmaus, the way we journey 

through life?  There are times we know absolutely certain that 

whatever happens, Christ is there, the one who watches over us 

does not slumber nor sleep.  We know that Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and tomorrow, and the one who gave us the 

promise, behold I am with you always, is there, present.  We know 

that.   

But there are those Emmaus road moments where we wonder, what 

if.  What if when I slip and that hand, that outstretched arm is 

not available?  What if when I am confused and I do not know what 

direction to take, the heart of clarity will speak to me in crystal 

clear voices, telling me that is the direction I want you to go?  

What if when I stumble, when I stumble, that the light that is 

the path of righteousness and justice, what if that light does 

not shine where I know that I can get up and find my way through 

again?  What if? 

That is what these two disciples were dealing with.  We don't 

know if this Christ is with us now.  And if you have been there 

at that moment, I want you to listen to this story carefully.  

Because sometimes we tend to think that we can learn enough about 

this Jesus, talk enough about this Jesus, claim enough about this 

Jesus and think that life will remain strong and stable.  It isn't 



so. 

There is a way about knowing this Jesus that makes life 

possible and the presence of Christ real and unmistakable. 

So there they were journeying on the road to Emmaus, like 

you and I journey in faith and in our journey of life.  And as 

they are puzzled, wringing their hands, feeling weak, wondering, 

appears this third person, Jesus of Nazareth.  And they engage 

this third person who is with them.  And the text has a commentary 

line.  It was hidden from their eyes. 

Hidden from their eyes.  No.  They were blind.  They just 

thought that if they lived by their tradition, their faith would 

be real, alive and well, but it isn't so. 

So they engage in this conversation with this third person 

who comes by.  And what do they do?  They do not witness to this 

third person saying, did you hear, he's risen from the dead, angels 

appeared.  We ran up and sure the cave was empty, and we were told 

go to Galilee and you will see him and we cannot wait.  We are 

looking and we are hoping to have that moment where the risen 

Christ would appear to us again and again journey with us, 

constantly inspire us, give us clarity, direction, fullness of 

life.  No. 

Oh, did you hear about it?  The Scribes and the Pharisees 

and all the powers that be just crucified him and it is all over. 

How much of our conversation and dialogues in life revolve 

around all the things that keep going wrong and all the things 

that could go wrong, and all the things that are falling apart 

and broken?  It is true about your personal lives.  It is true 

about church life.  It is true about your nation's life.  We tend 

to talk and act and converse and engage in dialogue as if God is 



completely absent, and it is us and it is us alone and somehow 

if we don't do it, it is not going to happen. 

That is not just lack of faith.  That is the basis of atheism.  

So that is the conversation these three people are having.  They 

are engaging Jesus who came there not with the story of the power 

of resurrection but a story about death and destruction.  Jesus 

cannot keep quiet.  There is a commentary line that is pretty 

sharp.   

Let me get off my manuscript for a minute.  When Barb stopped 

with Jesus calling them foolish, I thought, wow, Barb, keep 

reading.  Did Jesus really say that?  Probably.  Because I'm 

sure Jesus was quite annoyed by the kind of discourse.   

God is annoyed by the kind of discourse that happens in God's 

world, that we are so consumed by all that is dividing us and all 

that is draining us and we do not even look at the God who is at 

work, who's constantly mending and reforming and reshaping and 

transforming the world. 

So I guess Jesus spoke to them about all kinds of things.  

He has been a circuit preacher all over Galilee, right?  So he 

did some serious preaching, I'm sure.  The road to Emmaus talk 

would have been quite a talk.  Jesus would have told them what 

God really intends and what Jesus came to this world to be, and 

how God was revealed through Jesus Christ.  Jesus would have told 

them everything.  They still didn't have a clue. 

The conversation ends.  It starts to get dark.  This is 

before all your wonderful hotels.  This is before the time where 

you can stop at McDonald's and get something.  There are no rest 

stops on the road to Emmaus.  You are simply at the mercy of the 

elements and of God and kind people. 



Interesting enough.  Even though -- even though these two 

disciples were consumed by everything that was so gloomy, they 

looked at this stranger and said:  You don't want to go all by 

yourself.  Why don't you spend the night with us?   

There begins the story.  There begins the kind of spark that 

dictates the life of Madison Avenue Christian Church. 

Why don't you stay with us?  You see, extending hospitality, 

extending hospitality is at the heart of the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  Extending hospitality to a stranger moves the good news 

to the kind of propulsion where it is in the business of kingdom 

building. 

Christian faith is centered in hospitality.  They extend 

invitation to stay.  Jesus goes into their home.  It is dinner 

time, and they lay out the dinner.  Get this part, huh.  You 

should get chills at that moment, especially as disciples, the 

ones who gather around the table.  They took the bread and he broke 

the bread and shared bread.  And they recognized him.  Wow. 

There is something about sharing your life and hospitality 

that Christ is revealed.  And then there is that line, you heard 

from New Revised Standard version about some -- obviously it 

translates it better, and they said were not our hearts strangely 

warmed.  They didn't know how to explain it.  All they said was:  

Were not our hearts strangely warmed when our eyes were opened 

and we recognized Christ's presence right there? 

Folks, you can pray a lot.  You can ask God to be there.  You 

can invite all kinds of things into your life that account for 

faith.  But Christ will not -- will not be revealed, and the 

presence will not be made crystal clear until we can open ourselves 

with hospitality and share our lives with strangers and people 



who come around. 

That is the mystery of the gospel.  And they said:  My 

goodness, all the talk, all the complaining, all the jabber, none 

of it did it.  All that it took was to just provide hospitality, 

and to see the joy of sharing.  Because they realized that Jesus' 

way of breaking bread was very different than all other breaking 

of bread. 

What we share at this table is very different than all other 

tables.  And what this text calls us to do is to make this table 

present in our lives in a real way, to extend hospitality, to be 

the ones who recognize that sharing is when Christ becomes 

available, real and present. 

So Madison Avenue Christian Church, continue to encounter 

the living Christ through the life that we share here, that our 

spirit is a spirit of hospitality, our giving is a sharing of what 

Christ has provided.  In the breaking of who we are, we recognize 

the one who's present among us. 

You see, to be a blessing is to be blessed.  To be a blessing 

is to be blessed.  And Jesus said:  My peace I give you. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now and forever 

more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  They'll Know We Are Christians.) 

>>DEBBIE:  Please be seated.  On the road to Emmaus, the 

eyes of the disciples were opened, and they knew that they had 

been with their Lord.  They went to share their message with 

others in the group.  We are here to also spread this message that 

he is with us.  Let us pray. 

Lord, we ask that you take the gifts of time, talents, and 

treasures and help us to share the good news.  Help us to spread 



your healing and love to all that we encounter.  We ask blessings 

upon the gifts and upon the giver.  In Jesus' name, Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake in 

the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and the cup 

that we share.  He broke bread and they recognized him.  Hmm.  

Some Eastern thinker said this.  There is something about 

breaking bread the way Jesus did.   

You see, Jesus was constantly talking about hospitality and 

accommodation.  In breaking the bread, Jesus created space.  If 

the bread wasn't broken, it could just be handed around.  The 

breaking of the bread creates space, space for people to gather, 

space for hospitality, space for the kind of deeds of compassion, 

space for sharing.   

The space that Jesus was talking about is divine space.  And 

you and I, we are invited to dwell in that divine space that Christ 

provides.  And by God's providential gifts, that space is always 

immediate and near us.  Only if we can step out of our own anxiety 

of our own alienation and step into the space that God creates 

for us.  And in that space strangers are welcome, hope is 

abundant, sharing is with joy, giving and receiving is how God 

ordained life to be. 

As we come to this table, and partake in the elements where 

the body was broken and when we see and hear about the space that 

Christ created, we long and we constantly look for that space in 

our everyday life.  And for us to step into that space that Christ 

creates and provides, to be the people of hospitality, that is 

when we find life and that life in all its fullness, glory, joy, 



and most importantly the presence of Christ.  The gifts of God 

for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us.)  

>>DONN:  Let us pray.  Creator God, who made the heavens 

and the earth, we have endured the bitter winds of winter and the 

violent storms of spring and now nature bursts forth with new life.  

We have recalled the desolation and despair of Good Friday only 

to experience the subsequent joy and exhilaration of the 

resurrection at Easter.   

Today we come burdened with the worries and travails of our 

busy lives, assured that we, too, will have new life as we gather 

at Christ's table.  As we meditate here, may we draw the strength, 

the courage and the wisdom to continue your work in this community 

and in the world.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>DEBBIE:  Let us hear the words of institution from the 

book of Matthew.  While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of 

bread and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to the disciples 

and said:  Take, eat, this is my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave it to 

them saying:  Drink from it, all of you, for this is the blood 

of my covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 

of sins.  I tell you I will never again drink of this fruit of 

the vine until the day when I drink it new with you in my father's 

kingdom.  Let us all drink together. 

>>DONN:  Now, an invitation of a different kind.  If you 

have been worshiping with us and would choose to become an official 

part of the congregation, you are invited as always to come forward 

as we sing our closing hymn. 



(Hymn:  He Lives!) 

>>SIMON:  And now go in peace and may the risen Christ 

be your presence always in every place and in every space, Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    

  


