
 

 (Joyful, Joyful we adore thee.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with 

me in prayer, please? 

God, of all people, people that we consider good 

people, and people that we consider bad people, you 

made each of us in your image, and we make our 

choices.  God, after another week of great hurt, we 

come to you seeking a little peace and a little hope. 

Holy One, so many in our nation are hurting.  

They're hurt because they're told that because of the 

way you made us -- the way you made them, the color 

of their skin, their home nation, their sexual 

orientation, their gender identity or lack of one, their 

age, their generation, their politics, the list of the ways 

that we divide and separate ourselves is endless. 

And yet, Creator, each of us is born and made of 

the same material.  Each of us is born to a mother.  

And when we die, someone grieves for us.  Holy One, 

forgive us for the ways that we divide ourselves based 

on fear and deep misunderstanding.   

Loving God, in these times of trial when we hear 

hateful words chanted, shouted, written, may we not 

speak or act in hate in return.  Jesus showed us that 

anger and hate do not change hearts for the good.  

Only love can do that.  Rather when we hear hateful 

words chanted, shouted, and written, may we clearly 

and kindly and patiently speak words of love, words 

that build up.   



When someone shouts I hate you, let us respond 

with:  I will love you.  When someone denies the right 

of someone else's existence, let us stand with them 

and hold the hand of the one who is targeted for hate. 

Embolden us, Holy One, to be followers of Jesus, 

to do what we can to live and be the good news at such 

a time as this.  May we bring healing and wholeness 

to this fragmented world. 

Holy One, hear us now as we lift up to you the 

silent prayers on our hearts. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  Lord, hear our prayers and hear us as 

we pray together the prayer that your son taught us 

saying, when you pray, pray like this:  

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading of Genesis 45:1-15 by John 

Wright.) 

(Special music by the string quartet.) 

>>SIMON:  Every time the strings are here, our 

spirits soar.  Thank you.   

We've been in the presence of the story of 

Joseph for some time.  What I intend to do is to work 

that story some more.  And what I'm asking you to do 

is pretend for a while you do not know the story of 

Joseph.  And what we can do is work through the 

story together so that the point of reflection will help 

us get perspective on where our life really is as a 

nation, in the community, at church, and in our 

personal lives. 



Today's story of Joseph begins with that line 

where it says:  And Joseph could not contain himself 

anymore.  He just simply could not contain himself 

anymore and he looks.  And since Joseph is now such 

a powerful person in Egypt, there were lots of people 

in his chambers.  And he could not contain himself 

any more. 

And then he looks at every one and says:  Let 

me have the room.  Everybody clear out.  I don't 

think it just happened like that.  You know how people 

are.  They just kind of shuffle and then they forget 

what they left; they pick that up and then -- 

So there was some time there.  And I want you 

to imagine what was running through Joseph's mind.  

Because the reason why he's asking the room to be 

cleared, the reason why he gets to that point where he 

cannot contain himself is because in front of him 

stands all his brothers.  Who are these brothers?   

These are the brothers when they saw Joseph 

come towards them out in the field in Shechem, these 

are the brothers who said: There comes the dreamer 

boy.  And these are the brothers who said:  Look at 

him, he's wearing that robe with all those beautiful 

colors and sashes and everything.  Dad didn't make 

us one but made him one.  So what we're going to do 

is we're going to kill him.  We're going to kill him and 

put an end to this.   

But how that story goes, instead of taking you all 

the way, they instead decide to put him in a pit.  And 



there he was in the pit until the Ishmaelites came and 

rescued him.   

So Joseph is looking at these brothers and he's 

thinking, these are the people who wanted to kill me.  

These are the people who showed endless, 

unmitigated hatred towards me.  These are the ones 

who despised my very existence.  So he's thinking:  

What do I do.  What do I do?   

I'm fascinated by what he did.  There are two 

paths he could have taken.  There are two different 

paths he could have taken but the path he took is a 

path that you normally would not take.   

Fred Craddock tells the story -- and I've said the 

story before, but some of the stories take on a life of 

their own.  Fred Craddock says he was asked by the 

state department to go to South Korea and to the DMC, 

the demilitarized zone.  And what he was asked to do 

was to go there and meet with the four-star general for 

a prayer breakfast. 

You know those prayer breakfast are not just 

prayer breakfast.  They are mind control 

mechanisms.  In the name of the prayer, you try to 

control people's thinking.   

So he's there.  And Fred Craddock says:  I'm 

just a country preacher.  I don't know how to act in 

front of a four-star general.  They told me all the 

protocols but I'm there.  Breakfast is set.  The 

general is sitting and all his regalia on one side.  I am 

on the other side with all his assistants.   



Fred says the general motions and walks in a 

bagpipe and he starts playing Amazing Grace.  And 

Fred says:  I am completely lost, I don't know what to 

say. 

After the bagpiper is done playing, Fred 

Craddock says:  I'm just sitting there wondering 

uh-oh, which is kind of a charged moment, what do I 

do.  So he says, well, the best thing to do is to look 

straight at the general and ask him:  General, what do 

you want me to pray about?   

That's a dangerous question to ask.  But he did, 

being Fred.  What do you want me to pray about?   

And the general said:  Preacher, I have 

enormous power.  My firepower is beyond anybody's 

imagination.  Do you see all that, that is all lined up?  

I could make a call and give an order and there would 

be unmitigated disaster and destruction.  I am very 

powerful. 

The general then lowers his voice and says:  

Preacher, I want you to pray that God will grant me 

restraint, that God will grant me restraint because if I 

act on my own, the outcome may not be for the good of 

everybody.  Pray that God will grant me restraint. 

See, that is precisely that moment in Joseph's 

life.  He could not contain himself because all kinds of 

emotions are flooding out of him; anger, hatred, 

wanting to give back because now he's in a position of 

power.  Those brothers who did such harm to him are 

in front of him.  He could do anything he wants to. 



I believe he took that moment and worked up all 

his courage to exercise restraint so that he does not 

act out of his impulse, his anger or the lowest common 

human denominator.  Is that what it is really?  Did he 

just come up with all of this?  I don't think so. 

Something happened in Joseph's life for him to 

act the way he acted.  He looked at those brothers 

after everybody had gone and he cried loud.  It was a 

loud cry.  What all went into that cry coming out the 

way it did I don't know.  But I know one thing.  

 He was going to act in a way that would finely 

restore sanity and peace in his life and that would not 

have been a path that he would have chosen.  That is 

a path by divine providence and divine order because 

God is controlling the destiny of Joseph and the 

destiny of the moment whereby God is orchestrating 

everything that is going to happen to him.   

By himself if he would have chosen a path, it 

would have only created more alienation, more 

anxiety, more anger, more looking for enemies and it 

would have been an endless road and it would have 

been the same path he has traveled all this while.  

What happened to Joseph?  I have a feeling that is 

what happened to him.   

The text kind of has some commentary lines.  I 

want you to ignore that as if this was what God wanted 

to do.  And if you look at what happened in Joseph's 

life and what happens later on, you may want to 

question that. 



You know, when he was in the pit, it was not just 

sitting in that pit.  That was a profound moment in 

Joseph's life.  Joseph, sitting in that pit, realized that 

by himself there is only so much he can do.  Joseph, 

sitting in that pit where it was so dark, he knew that 

the only way for him to get out of the pit that he is in if 

the one who is the maker of heaven and earth would 

shine a little light and deliver him from that pit. 

I believe Joseph learned to trust God and Joseph 

learned to live a life that was ordained by God.  

Joseph no longer was driven by his impulse or his 

emotion.  Joseph was driven by the power of the 

living God who walked with him and who caused him to 

think differently, to imagine himself and the world 

differently and to act differently than what normally 

happens. 

But that's not all there is.  Joseph later on, when 

he goes to Egypt, ends up in prison.  He was falsely 

accused, which is another commentary line.  How 

long he was accused is one side.  The important part 

was in a different place.  He was in jail. 

Now, if you are Joseph, you would think, I was in 

the pit, God delivered me.  Now why am I sitting in jail 

and there is no hope.  I am sure the conversation 

Joseph had in that prison with God would have had a 

lot of bleeps in it.   

And Joseph would have said:  Why me?  Why is 

this going on like this.  I was hated by my brothers.  I 

was in the pit.  I was delivered by the Ishmaelites.  I 



came to Egypt.  Things were starting to look better, 

and I'm in jail.  What kind of a God are you?   

I suggest to you that in moments like that when 

you think that life is not the way you think it ought to be 

and if you think that God is not always there with you, 

the best way to summon the throne is to speak your 

mind.   

Oh, if you go and speak your mind anywhere 

else, you'll lose a lot of relationships and you may end 

up with a pay cut.  So don't do that everywhere. 

But in the presence of God, before whom no 

secret is hid, the best thing to do is to speak your 

mind.  I have a feeling Joseph spoke his mind at the 

prison, and God heard his voice and God said:  

Joseph, hang in there.  Hang in there because my 

journey with you is going to be a closer walk.  And 

somewhere there Joseph learned to trust God in a way 

that is beyond just human possibilities. 

I believe Joseph let God into his life.  Joseph let 

God into his life.  That is not an easy thing.  If there is 

any challenge that we face, particularly me, that is to 

constantly keep programming my life, to constantly 

keep evaluating outcomes, is to constantly try to 

micromanage everything and choose a path that I 

think is wise, is most beneficial, and the outcome is 

something I would be happy with.  And every time we 

walk through that there is another pit and another 

prison and another despair.  Because all we are 

capable of doing is just acting out of impulse and 



reacting to every situation that comes our way. 

Joseph could not contain himself any longer 

because Joseph was ready to act, but he exercises 

restraint because he allowed God to guide his path.  

Does that story mean anything to you?  Does that 

story mean anything to our nation about God 

orchestrating life and being in control of our destiny?  

Does that mean anything to the kind of relationships 

that you and I have?  What does that mean in the life 

of a church? 

It is not easy to let God guide our destiny.  It is 

easier for us to constantly want things our way and try 

to somehow invoke and make God a partner.  That's 

what we do in prayer, right?  God, yeah, can you do 

this for me.   

Joseph exercised restraint.  Joseph is a person 

who will make choices that you and I would not make 

otherwise.  And Joseph knew that that is the only path 

to peace.  That is the only path to everlasting bliss.  

That is the only path for a child of God to experience 

God's love abundantly.   

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now 

and forever more.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>BRUCE:  Please be seated.  We are in the 

kingdom building business here at Madison Avenue 

Christian Church.  Our gifts of time and financial 

support help make that possible.  Shall we pray? 

Dear God, you have blessed us beyond measure, 



that includes giving us the opportunity to gather and 

worship freely and serve as a beacon of hope for many 

in our community.  We pray that you bless these 

offerings so that we can share the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken 

body of Christ and the cup that we share.  We know 

that this is the altar.  For us disciples, that means that 

is the place where the table is.  And when there is a 

table, there is an altar. 

And we also know that at the altar, the invitation 

always is:  This is Christ's table, and Christ invites 

you.  When we say that, what we are saying is:  

Christ is present.  Christ is present. 

There was an altar before the world came into 

being.  There will be an altar after it is all over.  But 

people of faith in their every day lives create altars 

wherever they are.  In nondramatic terms what that 

means is in every situation they know that God is 

present.  The Psalmist says that.  If I ascend to 

heaven, behold, thou art there.  If I find myself in the 

deepest pit, behold, thou art there.  For you are 

everywhere.   

And the gift of this table is that after this worship 

is done and wherever we are we place that altar in the 



midst of every situation and circumstance that we 

encounter.  And we let the Christ who invites us to 

this table invite us in such a way that Christ guides our 

path.  And that is possible because Christ is always 

there.  And in the presence of Christ there is fullness 

of life.   

I know we live in a world of consultants.  But 

here is a consultant who is there always.  Much 

depends on if we ask this consultant, the one whose 

wisdom passeth all understanding.  If we ask the 

guide of the Bible to guide our path and to grant us 

wisdom and to help us make choices, I guess we'll be 

living in the presence of the altar wherever we are.   

Now, I don't want to you get worried.  Oh, my 

goodness, what is he talking about.  If I am going to 

have an altar wherever I am, I can't have too much fun.  

You can.  You can. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  This is a Day of New Beginnings.) 

>>KAREN:  This table has been prepared for 

each of you and our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all of 

you.  Shall we give thanks for this meal? 

O loving and giving God, we gather together in 

unity around your table.  Here we can lay aside our 

differences of politics, personality, gender, class, and 

race to celebrate the fact that in Jesus Christ we are 

one.   

We thank you for your son and his sacrifice that 



ensures nothing can stand between us and you, 

between us and others, and between us and your 

creation if we follow the teachings Christ gave us. 

Thank you for these symbols of bread and cup 

that remind us all of that.  As we eat the bread, may it 

bind us with faith with all your children to make us a 

community of healing and grace.  As we drink the 

cup, let us intimate the way that you respond to our 

needs that we may respond in the same way to those 

around us, with kindness, forgiveness, and mercy.   

Fill us with joy in our faith that we will be moved 

to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.  

For this is surely the source of all unity.  In the name 

of Jesus Christ, Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>BRUCE:  Let us hear the words of institution 

from Luke.  When the hour came, he took his place at 

the table and the apostles were with him.  He said to 

them:  I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer.  For I tell you I will not eat it 

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks he 

said:  Divide it among yourselves.  For I tell you from 

now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 

kingdom of God comes.   

Then he took a loaf of bread and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them saying:  

This is my body which is given for you.  Do this in 



remembrance of me.  And he did the same with the 

cup after supper saying:  This cup that is poured out 

for you is the new covenant in my blood.  Shall we 

drink together?  

>>KAREN:  This is the time in our service that 

we invite anyone that is here visiting or has been 

visiting to become an official part of this congregation.  

We at Madison Avenue are very diverse, and we would 

like you to add your time and talents to ours.  And I'm 

sure together we can do great things.  So if you would 

like to, come forward during the singing of our 

invitation hymn, or you are welcome to speak with one 

of our ministers or one of our elders. 

>>SIMON:  When the strings are here, we 

always do postlude and benediction.  So please be 

seated.  Ellen, it's all yours. 

(Postlude by String Quartet:  Lisa Black, Milan 

Dukic, Miao Li, and Ellen Stephens.)  

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that 

passeth all understanding abide with you.  My God's 

countenance rest upon you.  May God hold you in the 

palm of God's hand and grant you peace.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

  


