
  

>>SHARI:  Good morning.  

  

(Hymn:  O God, Our Help in Ages Past.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  This is what the 

Bible says.  Where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am in their midst, sayeth the Lord.  Let us 

pray. 

How wonderful it is, O God, to come together in 

this, your house of worship.  We come here to give 

you thanks for your steadfast love, for the many 

manifold gifts.  We also come here to offer before you 

our anxieties.   

We pray for all those lives that have been 

destructed by floods.  We pray for those who lost so 

much.  We pray, O God, that in the land of abundance, 

we would be able to take care of those who have 

experienced these losses. 

We pray for all those who are in the recovery 

effort.  Keep them safe.  Grant them strength and 

courage.  Most importantly, open our hearts so that 

we would yield ourselves to those in need.   

We pray for our nation.  Divisions are hard.  We 

don't understand.  We wonder how all of this would 

end so that peace and harmony will be restored.  But 

out of our confusion, out of our anxiety, when we come 

in your presence and offer all of our confusion and ask 

that your spirit would dwell among us, that sanity 

would return, that all the leaders that we have elected 



would act in ways that would bring about harmony in 

our life and in this world.   

We pray for our world.  And in the midst of all of 

this we pray for the church, that the church would 

continue to be a witness to the redeeming power and 

grace of Jesus Christ, that we would be a voice of 

hope, that through us reconciliation would happen.  

We pray for every person who is bowed down before 

you.  We offer our personal prayers before you, 

knowing that you are listening.   

We give you thanks for the gift of Madison 

Avenue Christian Church.  You have entrusted in our 

care to be your witness to this community and in this 

world.  May we always serve you faithfully, trust you 

wholeheartedly and also be obedient to your call. 

The people who are hungry, those who have 

been forgotten, neglected, we pray at this time.  We 

pray for those who are in hospitals, people who are 

recovering at home.  Be with them.  May your healing 

hands rest upon them.  Continue to be with us 

throughout this worship service.  Hear us even now 

as we join in the prayer that you taught us, saying: 

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Barb Black of Exodus 

1:8-2:10 and Matthew 16:18.) 

(Special music by Jeehan Park.) 

(Applause) 

>>SIMON:  The powers that be, high powers up 

there, they told me I better switch my microphone.  



They could cut me off halfway through. 

I want you to know something.  I don't pick the 

scriptures.  I faithfully follow the lectionary and 

sometimes I am so attempted to get out of the 

lectionary because it cuts through what is happening 

in our lives and in this world and speaks to us in ways 

we do not want to listen or dare follow. 

And today's text is one such.  You all know the 

story well, but I'm going to say it again.  Joseph 

invited all his brothers in Egypt because there's going 

to be a major famine.  And Joseph tells his brothers 

that there is plentiful because I am the most powerful 

person in Egypt. and I can take care of you.  And 

Joseph did. 

And the brothers and then their cousins and 

everybody came in, they multiplied, they grew.  And 

the Jewish people filled the landscape of Egypt, and 

because of Joseph's power and because of the 

know-how, they started occupying seats of power in 

Egypt. 

Joseph dies and a new king is now on the throne.  

And the new king says:  This is dangerous stuff.  All 

these Jewish people are becoming too powerful, and 

they are increasing in numbers.  Before long they can 

rearrange power simply because of their sheer 

numbers.  We can't let that happen, says the king. 

And he comes up with kind of a back-door 

method to stop power from being rearranged or for 

there to be civil unrest or change of power.  So what 



he says is -- he calls all of the nurses who take care of 

childbirth and delivery and says:  If you see a male 

child, kill it.  If you see a male child who is Jewish, 

who is to be born, kill it.  If it's a girl, it's okay, which is 

kind of interesting.  If they would have allowed 

women to be in the Army, the king would not have said 

that.  I'm just working the story.  Bear with me. 

But you also know that all of this is code 

language and it kind of helps us see our lives in the 

world from a Biblical standpoint.  But it didn't stop.  

The commentary line says:  Well, God took care.  No, 

not really.  The midwives were gracious, and they 

didn't want to do the kind of killing that the king asked.  

So they let things happen. 

And then comes pharaoh.  Now, pharaoh's 

power is not challenged.  Pharaoh's power is 

absolute.  Pharaoh says live and people live, and 

pharaoh says you die and you die.  Pharaoh is not 

going to trust somebody else to do his bidding.  He's 

going to do it himself.  So what pharaoh says is:  

Let's just simply kill all the male children who are 

Jewish. 

Trying to kind of work through this, kind of 

hoping it'll go away is not going to help.  Pharaoh 

understood that hope is not a strategy.  Pharaoh 

understood that he's going to act in decisive ways, and 

he did.  And there was death and destruction 

everywhere.   

There was weeping and howling in every 



household.  Even among the Egyptians there were 

people going:  What is happening?  The kind of 

division and the kind of alienation and the kind of 

hatred that is spreading is becoming unbearable. 

That is where things are.  What do you think the 

people did?  They cried out.  They constantly 

summoned God and said:  What are you doing God, 

this is unbearable.  We never thought this will happen 

to us in Egypt.  We came here and lived a good life, 

and see what's happening. 

You know, there is something about Biblical faith 

that tells us things we kind of listen to, but the question 

is do we really believe it.  Evil is so strong and 

powerful.  Divisions seem so permanent.  Alienation 

seems like something that cannot be bridged.  People 

are turning against people.  There is weeping and 

wailing in every household. 

And it seems like this would never end.  And it is 

so pervasive.  It seems so permanent.  And people 

lose hope.  Get this.  When things are deadly, God's 

hope of life is more powerful than any deadly force 

that can be unleashed on earth.  God is more 

powerful than pharaoh.  But it doesn't seem so at the 

moment. 

It doesn't seem so at all.  It would look like 

pharaoh would have the last word, but don't you know 

Biblical faith continues to tell us, and baptized people 

hold onto this other power that is more powerful than 

any power on earth. 



And so God breaks silence, and God begins to 

respond to the death and the destruction and the 

suffering of the people and God is going to do 

something about it.  Now, you would think if God 

wants to do something and remove the confusion and 

chaos and do something about the pain, this is God, 

the maker of heaven and earth, there has to be 

thunder and lightning and all kind of amazing stuff.   

No.  This is God's answer.  A baby floating in 

the river, stuck in the middle of the reeds somewhere.  

That's the answer.  Now, if I'm a person of faith, I 

would think, uh-uh, that's not going to cut it.  This is 

not going to cut it.  We need more stuff.  We need 

bigger power.  Hmm.  Brings us into the picture, the 

church. 

You see, Moses is the quintessential model for 

the church.  Moses is the model for the church.  And 

the church may kind of look at itself as what can we 

really do; maybe we can all hold hands and pray and 

sing cumbaya or maybe we can just kind of ignore 

what's happening and start talking about well, this is 

all fine, but when we all die, we are going to go to 

heaven. 

We can kind of pacify people and just kind of put 

a little Band-Aid here and a little Band-Aid there.  

Well, God will be mocked only so far.  God will be 

mocked only so far.  If the church continues to think 

about how it is going to answer to all the division and 

destruction and alienation and tears and lack of in the 



world based on its own capacity and in its own 

wisdom, there is no reprieve. 

Things may seem permanent and there isn't 

another voice, namely the voice of God that is going to 

be at work.  Listen to what Jesus tells Peter very 

carefully.   

Jesus looks at Peter and says -- Jesus does not 

say:  Peter, on you the rock will be the church and 

you will go on and do phenomenal things in the world.  

That is not what Jesus said.  Catch that word very 

carefully.  And that is why the church is the answer to 

all of the pain and suffering in this world and church is 

the reason why in our communities joy can be 

restored. 

What Jesus said is:  Peter on this rock -- here it 

comes -- I will build the church.  The church does not 

rest upon its own wisdom.  The church does not rest 

upon its own capacity.  The church does not try to 

come up with answer and solution.  It is God who 

authors the life of the church and it is God who gives 

the church it's power.  It is God who gives the church 

clarity of thought.  It is God who gives the church 

clear vision to be able to see through all the chaos and 

confusion that surrounds us. 

Do we really see ourselves that way?  And do 

we even act that way?  If God were to build, all the 

builders trying to do the work is in vain.  If God were 

to watch over the city, all the people who stay and 

watch remain awake in vain.  That's what the Bible 



says. 

The problem with the church and the problem 

with who we are is often we try to come up with 

answers and solutions of our own.  And we really do 

not have answers to overpower the powers that are 

causing so much pain in the world.  It is time for the 

church to think in terms of what Jesus said:  On you, 

Peter, I will build the church.  It is God who guides 

you.   

You know, Madison Avenue Christian Church's 

own life, we need to start thinking -- 100 and how many 

years, three years, four years?  104 years Donn says.  

104 years of existence.  Do you really think it is of our 

own making?  I don't think so.  Do you think that 

Madison Avenue continues to be a witness in this 

community because we are smart enough and we are 

able enough?  I don't think so.  I truly believe that 

God is present in the most mysterious, abundant way 

in the life of this church. 

And I believe there are people who continue to 

listen to the voice of Jesus that says, on you I will build 

things; through you, I will do things; through you, I will 

guide your destiny, and it will not be of your own 

making.  That is really what happens in this story. 

Moses seems like the simplest thing that can 

happen and baby floating in the river stuck among the 

reeds does not seem like the answer.  But God has 

initiated something.  God has initiated something in 

the life of Madison Avenue Christian Church.  God 



continues to work at Madison Avenue Christian 

Church in the most mysterious way.   

And my prayer is this.  Would we continue to 

remain open, O God?  Would we continue to trust in 

this church life, not as our making, but as your 

making?  And I believe in that world, there are greater 

days to come.   

To God the honor, power, glory, and majesty now 

and forever more.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.  

>>LINDA:  Please be seated.  Join me in a 

prayer of dedication for our offering.  God of the 

ages, we come on this beautiful morning to this time of 

offering.  Because you have given to us, we dedicate 

a portion of our time, our talent, and our treasure to 

you.  We ask your blessing upon us and we ask your 

guidance in the use of our gifts.  May we and they be 

dedicated to the furtherance of your kingdom in this 

community.  We pray that we may be the rock upon 

which you build.  We ask these things in the name of 

Jesus Christ, your son.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.  

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken 

body of Christ and the cup that we share.  I've told 

you the story before.  I'm going to tell it again 

because every time you listen to a story, it kind of 



takes on a new life based on what is happening in our 

world and in our lives. 

Tex Sample, quite a preacher.  Tex Sample is in 

seminary, up somewhere in the North.  I don't know if 

you have heard about that place; Yale University.  He 

was at Yale.  And he gets this call saying Uncle Jack 

is dying.   

Tex says he doesn't -- he did not know how to just 

work through that image; Uncle Jack is dying.  Uncle 

Jack he knew -- now, I cannot imitate that part.  Uncle 

Jack he knew had a head full of hair and put Brylcreem 

on his hair and Uncle Jack always had a small comb in 

his back pocket and when Uncle Jack, he gets out of 

his car, he'll pull that comb -- and yeah, you've got to 

use your imagination.   

He'll pull that comb out and comb his hair.  And 

Uncle Jack always wore starched shirts, crisp, 

straight, tall.  Uncle Jack was an image of power and 

control. 

So when Tex gets this stuff saying Uncle Jack is 

dying, he says, my whole world was starting to 

crumble.  I was hoping for the day when I finished 

seminary, and I'd get back and for my ordination Uncle 

Jack would be sitting right there in front.  He would 

be the pillar.  He would give me all the pep talk I need 

because they are scaring the living daylights out of me 

in seminary here.   

He gets in his car -- and I believe he had a 

Volkswagen.  And he leaves and he's driving to 



Alabama.  And Tex says that car, the further you 

drive, the noisier it gets.  The rattle sounds are 

becoming louder and louder.  The engine noise is 

getting louder.   

And Tex says what he would do is to drown the 

noise, he will continue to increase the volume on his 

radio.  By the time he gets somewhere chose to 

Lexington, it'll be blasting because he's trying to 

drown all the noise. 

Sometimes we get through life that way, right?  I 

know you are trying to drown things out instead of 

dealing with them.  So he finally gets home.  And his 

uncle lives next door and next door to that is his Aunt 

Thelma.  I should probably go and talk to Aunt Thelma 

first before I go to see Uncle Jack.   

He goes to see Uncle Jack.  He walks in and on 

the bed is lying a frail human being, pale.  And Tex 

sits next to him on the bed.  He doesn't know what to 

do.  Because he could not think of anything powerful 

to say, anything that would change this reality.   

All his seminary education looks so feeble and 

weak.  And he's trying to kind of come up with words, 

saying, you know, Uncle Jack, we're all praying for 

you, you have a family that cares about you. 

And I think Uncle Jack would have told him 

something, but he was too weak to talk.  He's just 

lying there.  And the door opens and walks in Aunt 

Thelma.  Aunt Thelma is still wearing a pink robe with 

matching pink house slippers, curlers on her hair.  



Aunt Thelma walks into the room, says, hi, Tex how 

you doing.  Jack, Jack, feeling miserable, aren't you?  

Tex thinks oh, my goodness, I'm glad one of my 

professors didn't hear this.  Feeling miserable, are 

you?  I know you're feeling awful.  But I want you to 

know something, Jack.  Even though you feel very 

powerless and even though this cancer has just gotten 

ahold of you, I want you to know something:  With God 

you cannot lose.  With God you just simply cannot 

lose. 

And she just walks out of the house.  And Tex 

says he's looking at his uncle and thinking, I've got to 

give him a word of comfort.  And he saw Uncle Jack 

smile.  And peace came over his face.   

It is true.  With God you cannot lose.  All the 

troubles, all the chaos may seem paramount, may 

seem big.  Aunt Thelma is right.  With God you 

cannot lose.  That's what this table tells us every 

Sunday.  The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Amen. 

(Hymn:  The Church's One    Foundation.) 

>>DAVID:  Everyone is welcome to participate in 

this community.  It is the Lord's table and his 

invitation that we are communicating.  We know that 

people are forgetful and throughout the Bible God 

found it necessary to remind his people of his love and 

concern.  It is therefore not -- excuse me -- not 

surprising that  Christ would leave us with this 

tangible means to remind us of his concern and 



sacrifice and our salvation.   

He was a Rabbi, a great teacher.  And he left us 

with this table, knowing that we would need to review 

his greatest lesson.  He is our path to salvation.  Let 

us pray.   

Lord, we thank you for the love you continue to 

show us, for your Son's sacrifice and for our 

redemption.  We are grateful for our salvation and 

through his ultimate sacrifice.  We pray that the bread 

and the wine of this table will remind us of his sacrifice 

and that it will strengthen us as we strive to lead the 

lives of good Christians.  All this we pray in Jesus' 

name.  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>LINDA:  These are the words of institution as 

recorded in the gospel of Mark.  While they were 

eating, he took a loaf of bread and after 

blessing -- after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to them 

and said:  Take, this is my body.  Then he took a cup, 

and after giving thanks, he gave it to them and all of 

them drank from it. 

He said to them:  This is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell 

you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.  

Let us drink the cup together. 

>>DAVID:  It is the time in our service where we 

wish to extend our invitation to anyone who has been 

attending and wants to join this family of Christian 



believers.  If you would like a home and a Christian 

family, come forward during the singing of our last 

hymn and we will certainly welcome you to our family.  

If you prefer a more intimate situation, seek out either 

Reverend Simon or one of the elders after the service, 

and I'm sure we can make the appropriate 

arrangements.  Thank you. 

>>SIMON:  You know, I need to say this.  

Sharon picks these hymns.  It's amazing how they add 

to our insight and how worship transpires.  Thank 

you, Sharon, thank you. 

(Applause). 

>>SIMON:  Now go in peace you saints of God, 

because God is doing great things through you and 

among us and together we continue to be the witness 

of Jesus Christ and be the powerhouse that God has 

ordained us to be.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

 

  

 


