
  

 (Hymn:  Lift up your heads, O mighty  

               gates.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  Do this.  It helps.   

The angel greeted Mary.  Mary was perplexed.  And 

she said, how is this possible.  And the angel replied 

saying, with God all things are possible. 

Let us pray.  God who came in search of us, the one 

who is born among us, we pray that you would come among 

us this morning.  Fill this house of worship with your 

presence, for we long to hear your voice.  

We pray that you will touch each and every one of 

us, heal us, make us whole.  We open our hearts and pray 

that you would  grant us your hope, grant us your peace.  

May we feel your love and share your love with others. 

Startle us by your presence.  Cause us to dream 

bold dreams.  When you speak to us, we would listen.  And 

may your voice and the power of your spirit dispel all 

darkness.  May your speech override all doubts and fear.  

May we once again see ourselves as your children, and that 

with you everything is possible. 

Often we depend on our own strength and our own 

capacity but here in your presence today we come to say, 

fill us with your spirit, O God, empower us, cause us to 

act in ways that you call us to be. 

We give you thanks for the gift of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church, for all the joy that is here, for the 

deeds of compassion and care.  Continue to guide our 

destiny and we would be obedient people, knowing that in 

being a blessing, we would find blessings.  

We pray for our world.  Where there is lack of 

peace, may we work for peace.  Where there is hunger, may 



we feed.  May we pray for those who are ill, care for those 

who have been forgotten and be with those who give you 

thanks.   

Continue to be with us throughout this worship 

service.  Hear us even now as we join in the prayer that 

you taught us saying:    

              (The Lord's prayer was prayed.)  

              (Scripture reading of Luke 1,  

              Verses 46 through 55 by Barb Black.)           

              (Chancel Choir:  Your Bethlehem.) 

>>SIMON:  Linda looks at a sermon title, stays up 

at night, and comes up with all these creative ways of 

interpreting the title.  

Mary had an encounter with the angels.  God is 

going to become a human being, Mary, and it's you who will 

have a part in it.  The dialogue goes -- I don't want to 

repeat last week's stuff.  If the heat was working, I 

would have.  But it is not.  

After all the hesitations, is it possible, being 

perplexed, being shocked, finally it comes to let it be 

because with God -- with God all things are possible is 

what the angel says.  

Now Mary did not just sit black and say okay.  No.  

She was so filled with the good news that was in her.  So 

what she does is, she's pregnant now.  Several months. 

She leaves home and heads to share the story with 

her cousin, sister Elizabeth.  Joseph does not seem to 

travel with her.  Joseph is not in the story then.  

I don't think there was a donkey or not a donkey.  

I don't know.  Every time there's a donkey they do mention 

that in the Bible, right, there was a donkey.  For four 

days, she traveled, harsh conditions, because she could 



not contain herself.  O can I pause for a moment? 

Church, if there is a Spirit of God that turns 

within you, that causes you to think that through you 

something spectacular is going to happen and God is going 

to make that possible, if you belong to a church that 

constantly strives to be the good news of Jesus Christ, 

and when that spirit keeps bubbling in you and comes to 

a boil, what do you do?  Do you hush it?  Do you put it 

on hold?  Or do you think well, I am very busy right now, 

when all of this is done, I will think about it.   

Not Mary.  For her everything went on hold.  The 

good news in her become larger than herself, her desires, 

her fears, her hesitation, her hopelessness.  And she 

could not just sit there.  She could not contain herself.  

Nothing could contain her; Joseph saying, I'm not coming, 

you go.   

There is no mode of transportation.  The travel is 

harsh.  There are bandits on the way.  She does not have 

a GPS.  She has to figure out how to do this.  But what 

was in her, what was stirring in her, and what she believed 

and the good news that is to come out of her cannot just 

be kept quiet and silent.  So she heads to share the good 

news. 

And when she gets to her sister, she breaks into 

a song.  This is Mary's fight song.  We sing fight songs 

with a reasonable expectation that the team that we're 

cheering for can possibly win.  And we sing fight songs 

because we know that if we all cheer together, our team 

would do something.  

Mary had no business singing this fight song.  She 

sings a song magnifying God, praising the maker and then 

goes on to say -- then she goes on to say generations will 



call me blessed, not because I can do something.  It is 

because God is going to do something through me. 

That is what gets her excited.  She has no business 

singing a fight song, but she will sing the fight song till 

the world hears about it, because she knows that God is 

going to do something big.  

Are you ready to sing a fight song?  Not because 

you're able, not because now you don't have things to do, 

you have finished all your chores, not because you have 

a reasonable expectation that you're capable.  You are 

singing a fight song because you believe that God is going 

to do something spectacular through you that is earth 

shattering, that you would pick up all the things that you 

thought were impossible and it is going to be possible 

because through God everything is possible. 

Look at what she says.  She says that the mighty 

one is going to do this.  What is it?  The mighty one will 

pull the powerful from the throne.  The mighty one will 

feed the poor with good things and nobody would go hungry.   

 

 

It has enormous implications in terms of how the 

world has to be rearranged and realigned.  It has enormous 

implications in terms of what happens to the weak and what 

happens to those who have been rejected.  It has enormous 

implications of tearing down all division in the world.  

But that's not what I want to talk about today.    

I think when you do your own stuff, you want to think 

beyond where I'm going today with this.  But Mary even in 

her personal life is singing a song that is way beyond her 

imagination, way beyond her capacity.  It dismantles 

everything about who she is at that moment.  Who is this 



Mary? 

This Mary is less than -- I'm always trying to hedge 

that age.  A better calculation is close to 13 to 15.  

That sound terrible so I'm going close to 16 or about. 

Here is someone, a teenage girl who cannot explain 

to the world how she is pregnant.  She's only betrothed.  

She's only engaged and Joseph is kind of hedging around.  

She should have gone after the angel left, pulled the 

covers over her and said, I'm not going coming out ever 

again.  That's what she should have done.  

She should have been hiding from everybody and 

everybody around her.  She must have -- she should be 

coming up with excuses and she has all the reasons to come 

up with excuses.  But no, she is singing her fight song 

and that is what she is saying.  God will pull the powerful 

from the throne.  

Before we talk about all the destructive powers in 

the world coming to an end, we need to talk about the powers 

that occupy the throne in your life, that silence you from 

being the proclaimer and the action maker of the good news.   

The power that Mary is talking about is every voice, 

power, and principality that tells her she can not, every 

power and principality that rejects her.  Those are the 

kinds of powers that occupy her that should silence her, 

that should make her weak and that should put her into 

hiding.  

What Mary sings out, pulling the powerful from the 

throne, before she can talk about dismantling the powers 

of the world, she needs to talk about dismantling the power 

that is occupying the throne in her life. 

You and I, we cannot be the good news of Jesus 

Christ, we cannot be the ones who will talk about equality 



and justice and peace and harmony until we find a way to 

dethrone the powers that tie us into things that will keep 

us from being free people, who truly believe that God has 

called us by name for a purpose.  

It happens all the time.  I am delighted that I'm 

not part of a church where much of its energy -- today is 

an exception -- much of the energy is consumed by property 

matters, roof, furnace, elevator.  We'll leave the 

furnace out.  Those are the powers that occupy the life 

of a church most of the time.  And the church gets so 

consumed with all these mundane stuff that it forgets its 

call. 

The power that occupies the throne of the church 

is some kind of phony notions of what's right and 

religious.  Instead of being the people who will be 

propelled by the good news of Jesus Christ to act by 

thinking about what is right and wrong we become the kind 

of people who is frozen in time and would not dare to do 

anything at all.  

Most of the time the church finds the best excuse.  

If we act out of our conviction, somebody is going to be 

offended and therefore we will act as if we have no 

conviction.  We just kind of move along.  

When it comes to our personal lives, the power that 

occupies our throne is usually all these voices around us 

that define us, that tell us what we can and cannot do, 

who we are and who we are not.  The power that occupies 

our throne often is our own excuses that kind of tell us, 

well as a matter of fact, that is not your problem.  

Somebody else will take care of it.  You have more 

important things to do right now.  That's what you need 

to be doing.  



And Mary says, God will pull the powerful from the 

throne.  What Mary is saying is I am willing to be 

dismantled by God.  I am willing to be rearranged by God.  

I am willing to be the one who would allow the Spirit of 

God to open me up to new possibilities that take me beyond 

all the possibilities I thought was mine. 

She is no longer her own.  She is now an instrument 

of God, and she knows because of that she is blessed.  

That's what she says.  From generations on from now they 

will call me blessed.  Not because I'm just this wonderful 

person.  They'll call me blessed because God is going to 

use me and I am not going to say no to God.  I am not going 

to silence the spirit.  I am not going to come up with half 

a dozen reasons why it is not possible.  

And then she goes on to say, and God will fill the 

hungry with good things.  You see, often we keep denying 

ourselves in some ways.  We continue to say, I need to do 

this.  I need to do that.  And I pray that because we are 

all people of faith we say that I am going to do this, I'm 

going to do that for somebody else, which is a beautiful 

thing, which is an act of faith, which is a step in faith.   

But before then, I think it's important for all of 

us to pause and think, how much of a void is left in us.  

How much of doubt and hesitation is left in us.  Because 

when we ourselves are in despair, when we ourselves are 

not sure, when hopelessness is so prevalent and pervasive 

in our lives, when we ourselves hesitate and when we let 

all our voice, powers and principality define us, that 

poverty and hunger in us will not make us the people who 

can truly be the good news of Jesus Christ that will feed 

the world.   

It is important that each and every one, it is 



important that the church is a place of constantly praise 

to God to say feed me till I want no more.  Fill my life 

in ways so that I would be bubbling with joy and my cup 

will overflow and because my cup overflows there is so much 

goodness and mercy that will come out of me. 

We often put ourselves in the back burner and think 

that somehow limping along and wailing along, and just 

running into dead ends we can be the ones who will be the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  Then he says no.  Because if 

you ask, you'll be fed.  And when you're fed and since you 

have eaten and received enormously from God, can you not 

but burst out in joy and come alive in Jesus Christ. 

Mary's fight song is a call song.  Mary's fight 

song is a service song.  Mary's fight song is a praise 

song.  Mary's fight song is a unifying song.  Mary's 

fight song causes God to delight.  And to the one who 

became a human being, the honor, power, glory and majesty 

now and forever more.  Amen.   

(Hymn:  My soul gives glory to my  

               God.) 

>>BRUCE:  Please be seated.  In this season of 

giving and receiving, we come now to offer our thanks for 

being part of God's creation and for being part of a church 

that understands joy, that rejoices in sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  Shall we pray? 

Dear God, we do come to bring our gifts of time, 

and talent, and treasure.  We ask that you bless these 

offerings that we can continue to help those in need.  

Remind us that joys is contagious.  Help challenge us to 

share that joy in all that we do.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 



>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  We are very realistic 

people.  We have limited dreams based on our capacity.  

We check our imaginations so that they are realistic.  But 

people of faith know different things.  They know about 

a God who propels you beyond your limitations.  We know 

about a God who says:  With God all things are possible.  

But for that to happen, I need to do something.  I 

need to kind of bother you about this table a bit.  See 

we have domesticated this table and we have made it into 

this nice calm place where you can just kind of talk grace 

and love and just go along that way.  

I want you to think about this table as a subversive 

place, a table that will dismantle realities, that will 

take apart things that seem so permanent.  I want you to 

see this table as a place that dismantles things that are 

so fixed in our lives, that causes us no longer to think 

and dream just as who we are, but as people who are filled 

with the Spirit of God who will do things that are 

unimaginable because through God all things are possible.   

And now that we have accepted the table as a place 

that dismantles our lives, that disturbs us and causes us 

to think differently and imagine the world and ourselves 

differently, this is also a table that feeds us till we 

want no more.  

So let the Spirit of God stir you, allow the Spirit 

of God to dismantle the fixities and shallow things in your 

life that is not producing the kind of God and goodwill 

and hope in you.  Let us this table feed you.  Let your 

cup overflow.  And out of joy you become the kind of giving 

person that God has called you to be.  The gifts of God 



for the people of God.  Amen.   

(Hymn:  Let all mortal flesh keep  

               silence.) 

>>DAVID:  All should know that they are welcome to 

participate in this communion.  It is the Lord's table and 

his invitation that we are giving.  We are in the season 

of Advent, the season that represents humanity's want for 

salvation.   

We are looking forward to Christmas and giving and 

all the joys of the season.  God gave us his greatest gift, 

his son, to show us his love.  But we should be mindful 

that Christmas is the start of a journey that ends in Good 

Friday and Easter.   

His son gave us this table to remind us that our 

wait for salvation is over.  In this season of giving, 

this table reminds us of his ultimate gift, his gift of 

love, sacrifice and our salvation.  Let us pray.  

Lord, we thank you for the gift of your son.  We 

are grateful for our salvation and his ultimate sacrifice.  

We also pray that the bread and the wine of this table will 

remind us of his gift and sacrifice and that it will 

strengthen us as we strive to lead the lives of good 

Christians.  All this we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.   

               (Distribution of the elements.) 

>>BRUCE:  Hear now the words of institution from 

Apostle Paul.  For I received from the Lord what I also 

handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 

he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread and when he has given 

thanks he broke it and said:  This is my body that is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup also after supper 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 



this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  Shall we drink 

together? 

>>DAVID:  We are now at that point in our service 

where we have invitation to discipleship.  Whether you be 

a visitor, a frequent visitor or more frequent, this is 

the point where we ask you if would like to become a more 

formalized member of our Christian community.   

If you feel that you would like to become a part 

of our family here at Madison Avenue Christian Church, 

please come forward during the singing of our last hymn 

or if you prefer a more private arrangement, see either 

one of the ministers or elders after the service.  Thank 

you.   

(Hymn:  Hark!  The herald angels  

                sing.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  Ellen, it's all 

yours.   

You have to stay for benediction now.  And now may 

the peace of God that passeth all understanding abide with 

you, guide your path, cause you to smile and bring you joy, 

now and always.  Amen.   

  


