
 (Hymn.)) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Come let us sing to the 

Lord, let us rejoice this day in the strength of our 

salvation.  We open our time of prayer reading these words 

from Psalm 95.  Will you join with me in prayer, please? 

God of all the world, and all that is in it, all 

praise and glory and honor are yours on this Sabbath day.  

As your people, we have accepted the ten best ways to live 

and endeavor to keep the Sabbath.  We do so not because 

the ten best ways to live tell us to and we respond in fear 

of your wrath, but we know that you set for these ten best 

ways as a guide for healthy relationship with you. 

We worship you and we keep the Sabbath to remember 

that you are the creator, the God beyond all time.  And 

we are humans, fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Binder of wounds, we call upon your healing power, 

as so many are in need.  So many are in need of your 

reassurance that you have not nor will you ever turn away 

from a particular people.  For we know that you would 

never have allowed salvation through Jesus just to turn 

away from us in anger. 

We do confess that we are all sinners.  We are 

selfish, jealous, fearful, and sometimes hateful people.  

And we say things and do things that can never be undone.  

But help us to remember that it is through grace that we 

do not need to live in fear.  It is through grace that we 

live in freedom of faith with hope and joy for what good 

there is and for the greatness in your kingdom that is to 

come. 

Help us to remember that this grace, this freedom, 

this hope and joy does not come cheaply.  We are not to 

accept it without the accompanying responsibility it 



brings.  When we accept your grace through Jesus, we 

accept that it means to live as Jesus lived, to live 

courageously in the face of fear, loving stranger and 

enemy more fully because it is more difficulty than loving 

friends and family.   

As followers of Jesus we are called to leave the 

comfort of our home and loved ones to walk amongst those 

who are unwashed, to walk amongst those who are broken in 

mind, body, and spirit.  And we are to change the little 

things to show what your kingdom is like. 

O God, as we continue in prayer this morning, we 

enter into the time of silence.  We also lift up to you 

those who are sick in mind, body, and spirit, those 

struggling with addiction, those who are imprisoned, 

those who are away in nursing homes and other homes where 

they feel lost, forgotten, voiceless. 

We continue to pray for those who serve near and 

far to protect us, and we pray for their families.  And 

we continue to pray for those we recognize as our leaders. 

O God, we come to you now in a time of silent prayer 

to lift up to you the prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the 

prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading of Isaiah 58:1-12  

               by Sue Osborne.) 

>>BRUCE:  I hope you liked Jeehan's prelude, 

because you get a second helping. 

(Chancel Choir:  Let it shine!)  

>>SIMON:  You know you're in trouble when choir 



sings an anthem and you feel like clapping. 

So we have another Super Bowl.  I don't have a team.  

But James and Griffin says go Falcons, so that's who I'm 

rooting for. 

Preachers are sweating, scratching their head, 

wondering what they're going to do because politics is on 

everybody's mind.  And they're scratching their head 

because they are wondering.  There is no way.  You could 

just about say anything and not offend somebody. 

Because there are those, whatever this president 

does, they will not accept it.  There are those who would 

accept anything that would come from this president.  And 

then you have folks who are wondering how are we going to 

navigate our way through all of this.  And as they are 

sweating and going on talking about this and radio and the 

press and the print, I'm sitting there smiling.  And I'm 

saying, you folks are taking yourself a little too 

seriously. 

At MACC, number one, if I told them what to believe, 

they'll laugh at me, if not to my face, out in the parking 

lot.  Number two, the purpose of worship and what we are 

about here is to add this other voice that sometimes 

counters, sometime affirms the dominant voices that are 

at work. 

The purpose of biblical faith is to introduce the 

voice of God in the midst of the debate, in the midst of 

the agreements and disagreements, and that's what we do 

at Madison Avenue.  And any time I ask you to believe 

something and I say this is what you need to believe, 

please don't laugh here.  Do it in the parking lot 

somewhere. 

A disclaimer on the title.  That title "Majoring 



in Minor" is not my making.  It is something that was 

floating around but it fit the text, so I just used it. 

Isaiah is told:  Don't keep quiet.  Blow the 

trumpet.  Create a huge noise.  You have to say this, 

Isaiah.  If you don't say it, the ones who major in the 

minor will continue to deceive themselves and think that 

what they are doing is exactly what God wants.  And in the 

process there is not going to be any hope in their lives, 

nor are they going to be the voice and the presence of hope 

in the world.  That all the distortions and all the chaos 

of the world would seem so final, and people of faith would 

just allow things to happen to them and be defined by every 

force that comes their way, instead of being defined by 

the voice of God and the presence of God and to be the voice 

of God in the world. 

So Isaiah is asked to shout about this.  What's he 

to shout?  He's going to shout because the people have 

already initiated the conversation.  The conversation 

that the people initiated was they assaulted the throne.  

They looked at God and says:  How can you be like this?  

We are pious people.  We are very pious.  We do all the 

wonderful things to please you.  And yet you don't respond 

to us when we are in turmoil.  You don't come to us to our 

aid.  Things are lying in ruin.  All that is hopeful seems 

to be diminished.  What is it God?  How come you are like 

this?  Aren't we your faithful children who just do things 

day and night to please you and to adore you? 

That is the argument the people are putting up.  

And God breaks silence and says, I can't keep quiet any 

more, because they are not deceiving me; they are 

deceiving themselves.  And that is why Isaiah is asked to 

shout, to blow so loud that trumpet.   



And what is the shouting?  The shouting is because 

somehow you have chosen things that you can easily do and 

things that you have been told to do, so that God will be 

believed. 

You chose things.  That is not what is pleasing to 

me.  And what is it?  Fasting.  Humbleness.  I usually 

refer to that as pretentious piety, humbleness.  Because 

often we think that humbleness is about groveling.  We 

grovel before one another. 

God says:  Who told you that is what I want your 

fasting.  Who told you what I want is for you to just go 

limp and just to beg and to grovel?  Who told you that?  

And the people are astonished.  They're looking at Isaiah 

and going, that is what the synagogue taught us.  That's 

what the priest told us.  The priest said that you do all 

these things like fast and if you grovel, God would somehow 

respond. 

O, can I pause for a moment?  I want you to take 

an inventory of your own faith life.  I want you to take 

an inventory of how you stand before the throne.  How much 

of what you do in terms of what pleases God is your choosing 

or because of been told so and taught so.  How often is 

it just matters of rituals and things that you just go and 

phrases that you repeat and decide and the kind of comfort 

theology that you just hold on to? 

Do you ever ask the question:  Is that really what 

God wants?  Is that really what is pleasing to God? 

The people of Israel sat astonished by what they 

are hearing.  They are saying:  Oh, my goodness, we went 

through fasting and groveling and groveling and 

groveling, thinking that that is really what God wants.  

And look at us now.  We have wasted all this time and not 



only that, our lives lie in ruin.  And not only that.  

Because of us our surroundings lie in ruin.  Because we 

have chosen things of our choosing and have accepted what 

has been told to us without any critical examination. 

You see, the Christian Church, disciples of Christ, 

when it talks about reason, when it talks about 

understanding faith, when it talks about staying in 

dialogue and in conversation with one another and with God 

and to constantly challenge anything that is so 

established that we think that is divine.   

When the Christian Church says that, this is what 

they are talking about.  That you do not end up majoring 

in minor.  Because minor things seem to occupy our lives 

and our religiosity so much that this voice and this power 

of this God does not loom large and is not at work in our 

lives. 

And Isaiah goes further.  Hear more.  Hear more.  

As it is, folks are devastated.  Because they're not that 

people.  They're just doing what they've been taught.  

They are just practicing what they have been told.  They 

did not say:  We're not going to do that.  They just 

thought that is what is pleasing to God and they have been 

sitting and waiting for results. 

Folks, don't fool yourselves in the name of catchy 

phrases.  Don't fool yourselves just simply to claim that 

it is all by grace and therefore it'll just happen.  There 

is a God who wants to have a meaningful relationship with 

us.  There is a God who is in constant dialogue with us.  

There is a God who not only speaks to us but who listens 

to us.  There is a God who reasons with us and constantly 

tells us ways that would fulfill -- that would be 

fulfilling in our lives. 



I mean Isaiah could have kept quiet.  No.  Isaiah 

goes further.  Isaiah says:  You did all that fasting.  

What was the outcome out of that?  O, did you fast and keep 

that money and the food that was left behind to feed the 

poor?  No.  You just did it for your own justification. 

Did you ever think that your humbleness is going 

to create life and make life possible for somebody else?  

No.  You just thought that that was piety and you just kept 

groveling.  It had nothing to do with the throne. 

And so people finally asked the question:  So what 

is it that you want us to do?  Because we cannot do without 

you.  We may think all the time that we are so capable and 

we are able to navigate our way through life and do all 

the things that would make us secure, but we know that in 

the deepest, darkest moments it isn't true.  That's why 

we cry out to you.  We know that outside in the world, we 

kind of fake it.  We come across as strong and in command 

and in control, but when all the theater is over, deep 

within we sit and go:  Oh, boy, what am I going to do?  How 

am I going to take care of this?  What's going to become 

of my family?  What will my children do when they grow up?  

How would relationships hold? 

Because we all know, we all know that what we do 

is a very limited capacity and limited outcome.  And if 

God were not to be the author of our destiny, if God were 

not to be a God who intervenes, if God were not to be the 

God who gives us life in the midst of darkness, we would 

be just like anybody else, just wandering, wandering. 

And so Isaiah says:  This is what you need to do.  

You need to be constantly questioning about your role in 

justice happening in this world.  And what is that?  We 

thought that we were part of what is just.   



Isaiah says:  Justice is not just what is good for 

you.  Justice is about the ones you do not even want to 

take into consideration.  And who are those?  Well, they 

are the ones you avoid eye contact. 

My father always used to say that: Don't look at 

the poor in the eye.  Avoid looking at them, because if 

you looked at the poor in the eye, they would touch your 

soul.  And when they touch your soul, what happens is you 

want to extend yourself to make a difference in their 

lives.  And once you get into that route -- because that 

is a divine path, that is God's path.  And once you get 

into that business of doing something about lifting the 

poor out of poverty and enabling people who are weak, there 

is no coming out of it.  You are stuck in it for the rest 

of your life.  It is the most seductive thing that you can 

engage in.   

I did not believe him.  I thought that, you know, 

I'm savvy enough, I can reason my way through this, a 

little here, a little there, just to make myself feel good.  

And then I come to Madison Avenue Christian Church.  You 

people ruined my life. 

Why is the Bible constantly talking about the poor?  

Why is the Bible constantly talking about paying attention 

to the weak?  Why is the Bible saying making strangers 

neighbors?  Why is the Bible talking about do not forget 

those who have been forgotten by the world?  Because that 

is God's path.  That is the divine route for us to 

reexamine our lives and to get to live from our soul and 

not from our head.  We need to live from our soul and from 

our heart if we intend to have that life that Christ talks 

about all the time. 

And the mystery of faith is what it speaks of in 



Isaiah.  You want to cause God delight?  Here it is.  Pay 

attention to things that everybody else ignores.  In this 

fast-paced world and in the self-help world and this in 

world of let us acquire as much as we can, children of God 

are called to pay attention to things that others don't.  

The world that has been ignored, the poor, the meek, the 

marginalized, the forgotten. 

And the people of Israel says:  Okay.  So what if 

we did that, Isaiah?  What's God got to say to that?  And 

Isaiah says:  Try it.  In the midst of the desert there 

will be streams in your life.  You may be walking through 

the wilderness wondering and there will be sleepless 

nights, but you know that this God is ahead of you and would 

be your strong support right behind you. 

Really?  Oh, yeah.  I'm tell you more, says 

Isaiah.  You pay attention to the things that God calls 

you to pay attention to, to be righteous, to give shelter 

to these who do not have shelter, to feed those who are 

hungry, to pay attention to all who have been forgotten 

by the world.  You do all that.  There is more.  You will 

rebuild the ruins of your life. 

If there is one thing I would like to have, that 

would be to go back and do some things in my past and make 

things right and not do some of the crazy things I've done, 

like get seven speeding tickets. 

I had to lighten it before it gets to serious.  

Don't take it seriously.  This is just a poem.  God says, 

Isiah repeats, and I am standing up here. 

I would love to go back and do things differently 

from the past.  Hmm.  Only if I had God's wisdom to do.  

That is what this text is saying.  You will rebuild ruins 

of your life, that you get to make the kind of changes you 



are not capable of making on your own, but God will author 

this.  Wow. 

O, not only that.  You walk God's path the way God 

has called you to,  righteousness, poor or forgotten, you 

will be the ones who will rebuild the ruins of the city 

where God has placed you.  Hmm. 

Madison Avenue Christian Church in the business of 

rebuilding Covington, Kentucky.  Churches in America in 

the business of rebuilding.  To go back and make wrongs 

right, not because we know how, because we are people no 

longer going through the motions of what faith calls us 

to be but doing what God calls us to be.  Hmm. 

And I guess Isaiah is saying:  You got to try it.  

I don't know if they all went back and said:  We're not 

going to major in the minor anymore.  We're not just going 

to go on and say because somebody has said so, that's what 

we're going to do.  We have truly heard the voice of God 

today and we're going to do things that God requires of 

us and maybe you will stand surprised because we're able 

to go back and rebuild the ruins of our lives and be the 

ones who rebuild the ruins of the world. 

Some of them probably did.  I want to.  How about 

you? 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>ED:  Please be seated.  Would you pray with me 

please?  Heavenly Father, we thank you for today for it 

is all we have.  We thank you for you love, grace, and 

mercy.  We humbly bring our gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure.  We also bring our actions, which shows the 

heart of our faith.  Use our gifts and us to serve others.  

May it be to your glory, not ours.  In Jesus' name we pray.  



Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  Did you catch that line?  

You will rebuild the ruins of your life.  I want you to 

think about that. 

The greatest gift that we can receive is to undo 

some of the stuff.  And in the New Testament thinking it 

is spoken of in terms of forgiveness.  It is spoken of in 

terms of wholeness.  It is spoken of in terms of gifts of 

grace, newness.  And if you think you can somehow do it 

yourself, you're not going to have the kind of results that 

this Bible promises you. 

It is purely a gift from God.  It is purely a gift 

of grace to be able to rebuild the past and not let the 

past crowd the present, and not let the past taint the 

future.  It's purely a gift of God. 

And this table tells us over and over again that's 

precisely what God intends to do, provided we are in the 

kind of meaningful relationship with God, not claimers, 

not blamers, not finger pointing; meaningful relationship 

with God.  Is Isaiah right?  You need to explore for 

yourself. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Draw Us in the Spirit's  

      Tether.) 

>>SUE:  All are welcome at Christ's Holy Communion 

table.  We are humbled, blessed, and thankful as we share 

together.  Please bow with me in prayer. 

Gracious and merciful God, you bring forth food 



from the earth to nourish your whole creation.  Turn our 

hearts toward those who hunger in any way that all may know 

your faithful and constant love and care.  Prepare us now 

to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen.   

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>ED:  The words of institution come from the 

gospel of Mark.  As they were eating, he took bread, 

blessed and broke it and gave it to them and said, take, 

this is my body.  And he took the cup and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them and they all drank of it.  And 

he said to them:  This is my blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many.  Let us all drink together. 

>>SUE:  It's so good, seeing all of you out there.  

Yes, we wish every pew would be filled, but I can almost 

see all of your lights shining from within.  Really. 

All are welcome at MACC, visitors, members, 

families, friends.  If you are visiting and would like to 

join Madison Avenue Christian Church, you may come forward 

during the closing hymn or you may speak privately with 

one of our ministers or one of our elders.  And from the 

Gospel of John:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship one with another.  Now let 

us stand and sing.  

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that passeth 

all understanding abide with you now, guide your path, and 

keep you safe, now and forever more.  Amen.   

 

  


