
 (Hymn:  To God Be the Glory.)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Hear these words from 

Psalm 56:10.  In God the Lord, whose word I praise, in God 

I trust and will not be afraid, for what can mortals do 

to me.   

Will you join with me in prayer?  We give thanks 

to you, O Lord, with our whole hearts.  We will tell of 

all your marvelous works.  We will be glad and rejoice in 

you and we will sing and praise your name.      O God, most 

high, through the Holy Spirit, guide us as we walk in faith 

and guard us against the powers that would draw us away 

from your love. 

We pray that you will help us live according to your 

commandments so that we might live long and take care of 

all that you have given us.  We pray that you prompt us 

to seek you with our whole heart and guide us to walk in 

your ways, that we may carry out the vows of the covenant 

that we have made to each other in baptism. 

May our words and deeds bring healing, wholeness, 

life and faith to others as we hold fast to the gift of 

faith. 

O God, on this morning we continue to pray for your 

comfort for those who are suffering.  We continue to lift 

up to you those who are sick in mind, body, and spirit, 

those struggling with addiction, those who are 

imprisoned, those who are locked away and feel lonely, 

forgotten, and voiceless. 

We continue to pray for all of those who serve to 

protect us, both near and far, and we pray for their 

families.  And we continue to be in prayer for all of our 

leaders at every level. 

And now, O God, most high, we lift up to you the 



silent prayers of our hearts.  

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the 

prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

              (Scripture reading by Debra Rigg of  

               Dueteronomy 30:15-20.)  

>>BRUCE:  The choir thanks Sam Wright for joining 

us on saxophone.  The piece was originally written for an 

oboist, so I had to do a little transposition.  But we 

thank him for joining us today.  We Will Be a Shelter. 

(Chancel Choir and Sam Wright on  

              saxophone:  We Will Be a  

Shelter for Each Other.)  

>>SIMON:  Sam.  

              >> SAM:  Simon 

>>SIMON:  Every time you play you continue to 

surprise me.  Amazing.  Great job.  Great job. 

I would have said Jeehan, but he's not as 

liturgical.  He doesn't respond. 

Today is a great day in the life of Madison Avenue 

Christian Church as we yet embark on another journey where 

God has placed us, renovating that row house, making it 

a place where we as a church can mentor, nurture, and care 

for a family in such a way that they can move from poverty 

to sustainable self-sufficiency.  What a beautiful dream 

and it's amazing how God continues to guide our path, 

strengthen us and show you us ways where we can truly touch 

people's lives.   

If you notice the article that appeared in the paper 

this past week and what was on TV this morning, Kathy Groob 



makes all this possible.  She does our press releases, all 

our communications.  (Applause). 

>>SIMON:  The text today is actually a fragment so 

I would preach half a sermon today and then come back and 

pick it up next week.  You don't have to pay attention 

today because I will give you a synopsis of this text again 

next week when I come, so you can keep thinking about what 

is up for reception downstairs, all that kind of thing. 

What you hear in Dueteronomy finds its completion 

in Leviticus, which comes up next Sunday.  But what you 

find in Dueteronomy God speaks in such apocalyptic terms.  

It seems like promise and curse just are running parallel.  

And you may want to wonder, what caused God to say this 

at this time. 

What Dueteronomy says is God tells the people of 

Israel, choose; you've got to choose.  You can either 

choose life or destruction.  You could make the kind of 

choices that would lead you to prosperity and for you to 

inherit all of God's blessings or you can choose a path 

that will cause you to have such disaster.  And you can 

go, oh, no, we thought God was always just giving us 

goodies, now what is this all about. 

Why this the stark reality?  Why is God speaking 

in these terms?  Let me set up the material for you. 

Right now where they are is in Moab, right on top 

of the hill.  And so there you could see the land that 

Israel traveled all this while to come to dwell.  I'm 

careful, not using the word "occupy."  To dwell.  And 

they have come there to dwell.   

For the first time they are going to have some sense 

of control over their lives.  And from there they can see 

it.  They can see what their future is going to be. 



It is at that point that the voice of God is saying:  

Now your life is going to change.  What is it going to 

change from?  Oh, well, when you were in Egypt as slaves, 

you cried out.  Yeah, and I waited and it went on and on 

and on.  I was looking for the right kind of people.  But 

when you were in Egypt, even though the Egyptians held you 

captive you learned a lot of stuff.   

You see in Egypt you didn't have to make choice.  

You were told what your quota was in terms of brick.  You 

were told when the Nile would flood and how the water would 

run over.  And you were taught how to run the kind of 

conduits through which you can take care of your land.  

When you were in Egypt you just went with whatever you were 

told to do.  You didn't have much control of your life.  

The only control you had about your life was to cry out, 

to complain and to sit and wonder if this would ever end.  

That's where you were in Egypt. 

And at that time, the God of justice and fairness, 

I did not tell you about choices.  I understood where you 

are.  And I knew that all you needed was to be nursed, to 

be empowered and to deliver you.  It is so in our lives, 

in our personal life, in our church life, in our community 

life. 

God does not have just one voice and one way of 

speaking to people.  There are moments in our lives where 

the nurturing God, the healing God shows up.  Those are 

the times when we kind of -- our spirit is a little shaken.  

We seem a little bit dismayed, wondering what -- these are 

the times that God does not come and tell you:  Choose 

together.  And you are going to do what am I going to 

choose.  I don't even know what is going to happen next. 

So God did not talk about choose when they were 



Egypt.  God did not say:  You will do this or you will be 

destroyed, because they were already being destroyed.  

There are times in our lives the voice of God sounds 

differently.  And it is so true about a nation's life as 

well.   

God did not say that when they were in the 

wilderness.  They were complaining, saying all this.  

But the wilderness life was difficult.  They had no 

concept of what tomorrow was going to be like.  They were 

nomads pitching tents.  They were constantly in 

transition.  And food dropped from heaven.  I think 

that's the origin of Skyline Chili.  Food came from 

heaven.  And they had quail. 

I believe there -- somewhere there's a recipe book 

for any way you can make quail, baked quail, fried quail. 

At that time God did not thunder the way God is 

thundering now, because God knew that they were in 

transition.  They were people in motion.  They were still 

trying to figure out how life was going to hold. 

You and I, we have those moments in life.  And those 

moments in life is when this God feeds you, cares for you, 

sustains you, protects you, walks ahead of you.  All of 

that. 

Wilderness.  But now it's a different day.  They 

are in Moab.  They're looking down on the land where they 

are going to dwell.  They are going to use all the skills 

that they have picked up so far in terms of farming.  I 

don't know why God chose to put them -- as Golda Meir says 

and I've said this before -- the only piece of Middle East 

where there isn't a drop of oil.  That's where they go.   

But that's how the story goes.  And there they are.  

A land that is going to take a lot of work, but has a lot 



of yield ahead. 

You and I sometimes find ourselves in Moab, where 

we are looking at life and all its possibilities, when we 

are looking at our destiny with such hope.  And God speaks 

at that point about choices, choosing between life and 

destruction.  Because now we are in a place not just about 

ourselves but also fulfilling what God wants us to do, be, 

and become. 

There's something else that is happening in Moab.  

I don't think you and I would ever be there.  Commentaries 

go on and on about it.  I kind of found it to be very 

disturbing.  What happened when they were in Moab was the 

women were too pretty.  And the men of Israel started, you 

know what. 

But in the process what they did was they started 

a lot of pagan practices.  They thought that their 

prosperity belonged to the gods of Moab.  It's not just 

pleasing the women by their fidelity, but it is more in 

terms of starting to believe in things that were not of 

the Torah, that were not of the commandments that were not 

of the living God. 

It was all about prosperity gospel and self-help 

gospel and do unto others before they do it to you kind 

of gospel.  And it was the kind of thinking that was so 

much about me and my safety and there was no God or 

neighbor. 

It was a life of idolatry.  They did not think when 

they were in Moab in terms of justice.  They did not think 

what God would want them to do in terms of taking care of 

the community in which God has placed them.  It was all 

about themselves, self-consumed, self-driven.  

Everything was about self-gratification.  That was their 



life in Moab. 

And that's when God says:  You carry this kind of 

idolatrous living and you carry this kind of self-made 

claims and you carry with you everyone for themselves, and 

if you carry this into the land where you are going to 

dwell, you'll surely perish. 

Why?  Because in that land I intend for a new way 

of life to be born, which would be a spectacle to the rest 

of the world, that people who believe in the living God 

would live a different way than the rest. 

You and I, if you want to want to claim to be chosen, 

that's a dangerous business.  But if you dare to claim 

yourself to be chosen, remember this.  To be chosen and 

to invoke the name of God is not to claim special 

privileges, but to be a community, a community that has 

been set apart, that does not use the language and the kind 

of lifestyle of the rest of the world.  I'm not talking 

about:  I don't know smoke, I don't drink, I don't go with 

those who do.  I am talking about much more demanding 

things about your life; a community that has been set 

apart, that would model its life not in terms of how others 

do but in terms of God, neighbor, community, sharing, 

giving, receiving, justice, righteousness.  It just 

flows. 

And God hopes that this alternate community that 

God has called into existence would become the beacon of 

hope that those who believe in the self-help gospel and 

those who believe in the prosperity gospel, and those who 

believe in self-consumed would look at this alternate 

community and say there is another way to live.  And that 

other way to live is much more fulfilling and this other 

way to live causes a much more harmonious life. 



That is the location of this text, Moab.  Looking 

at their life there and having to organize themselves 

differently, to unlearn all the other stuff that is put 

in their head and to distance themselves from all kinds 

of seductive things that are going to talk to them. 

There they are.  The question for you and I as 

people of faith, the question for the church is to ask 

again as people who believe in the living God what would 

be our choices, how would we rearrange and reorganize our 

lives, how would we say no to all the voices that sound 

so attractive and how would we be a people who would dare 

to pursue life that accounts for peace and harmony and 

goodwill. 

What are they supposed to do?  I'll catch you next 

week on that.  To God the honor, power, glory and majesty 

now and forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Trust and Obey.)  

>>SUE:  You may be seated.  May we be reminded that 

cheerful giving is a testament to God's grace.  Please bow 

with me in prayer as we bless our offerings this morning. 

Dear God, inspire us to discover and use our talents 

in daily service to others and to do so with joy.  As we 

bless our monetary gifts this morning, help us find 

increasing joy in returning to you a portion of all you 

have given us.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share. 

There are times when these texts speak with such 

clarity.  I wonder -- and I don't know if you are part of 



that company -- I wonder how naive should I be when I live 

in a world where I need to be tough enough and savvy enough 

and hold on to what I can, that this voice of God calls 

me to relinquish, to show compassion, to accept, to 

embrace, and to put myself into a vulnerable position, how 

naive should I be to believe that. 

And every time I run that path and wonder in my 

naivety would I lose everything and end up nowhere, I have 

to think about this table.  And I have to come back to this 

Jesus of Nazareth who brought Lazarus out of the dead.  I 

have to look at this table and know if this Jesus can raise 

a dead Lazarus, can this Jesus take care of and protect 

those who would give of themselves for their faith, who 

will give of themselves for God's purposes? 

This table says, of course. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  We Come As Guests Invited.) 

>>LINDA:  This table is Christ's, and it is he who 

issues the invitation.  All are welcome to it.  Will you 

join me in prayer for the elements? 

God of the ages, love can build a house that stands 

forever.  Your love can build a house that stands forever.  

You, Lord, are our shelter from the storm.  And this table 

is the manifestation of that love.  We come in gratitude 

and we pray that our presence here and our partaking of 

these elements girds us with the wisdom and strength to 

choose blessing over burden, to offer shelter to others, 

as you offer shelter to us. 

We ask this in Jesus' name.  Amen.                  

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>SUE:  May our hearts and minds be open as we 

receive these elements together.  Please join me now in 



blessing these elements as I read Mark 14:22-24. 

As they were eating, he took bread and blessed and 

broke it and gave it to them and said:  Take.  This is my 

body.  And he took the cup and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them and they all drank of it.  And he said 

to them:  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many.  Let us drink together. 

>>LINDA:  We have come to the time in our service 

where we issue a weekly invitation to anyone who has been 

visiting with us who would like to formally become a part 

of this congregation.  We invite you to come forward 

during the singing of our closing hymn and we also invite 

you to speak to one of the ministers or to one of the elders 

if you would prefer.  Let us sing our closing hymn. 

(Hymn:  There's a Wideness in God's  

               Mercy.) 

>>SIMON:  You know what is waiting downstairs, 

right?  Yeah. 

I hope you will stay for a while, visit, because 

this is a great part of this church family's tradition and 

also we'll go in smaller groups, wander off into the 

beautiful new transition home and see what awaits there.  

Go in peace, you saints of God, for it's God's pleasure 

to give you all that God desires.  Amen.   

  


