
 (Hymn:  How Firm a Foundation.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you join with 

me in prayer, please?  Wonderous fashioner and sustainer 

of life, you brought us in safety to this new day.  We pray 

that you will preserve us with your mighty power that, we 

may not fall into sin nor be overcome by adversity.  In 

our time together this morning may we lift our voices in 

praise to you, O God, and may we bow our heads in meekness, 

reminding ourselves that you are the creator and we are 

the created. 

O Lord.  You have taught us that without love 

whatever we do is not worth much.  And so God I wonder why 

did you make loving others so hard.  Even those we want 

to love, it can be hard to love them sometimes.  And, God, 

I wonder why would you make us to love and care about 

someone who does not to give love or care in return.   

Almighty God, we know there are no promises of 

living in this life following you and your Son.  We know 

there are no promises that it will be easy.  We know Jesus 

tells us that following him will be difficult, that 

friends and family will turn away because they do not 

understand what it is that Jesus is teaching.  And yet 

even when we feel rejected by friends and family, our 

hearts are entwined to theirs.  We love them and we care 

about them.   

And, Holy One, we know there are those in the world 

who desire to cause pain and suffering.  And we know there 

are those who don't realize their actions cause pain and 

suffering.  And Jesus says we are to love them just the 

same as we love our friends and family.  As follows of 

Jesus, do we really have a choice?  Can we choose not to 

love someone who causes pain and suffering?   



O God, why did you make loving relationships so 

hard?  O God, send your Holy Spirit upon us, fill us with 

your love that brings about peace and healing and 

wholeness and give us courage to be loving, to be who you 

desire us to be, that we may face the difficult tasks of 

loving relationship with you filling our whole hearts to 

overflowing. 

O God, as we pray this prayer, we continue to pray 

for those who are sick in mind, body, and spirit.  We 

continue to pray for those who are struggling with 

addiction, for those who are imprisoned and those who are 

feeling alone and forgotten. 

We continue to pray for those who serve to protect 

us, both near and far.  And we also pray for their 

families.  And, God, we continue to be in prayer for every 

elected official who we have made our leaders.  And, God, 

we continue to pray the silent prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear us 

praying the prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

      (Scripture reading Leviticus  

      Chapter 19:1-2 and 9-18 by Mary Lee  

      Smith.)  

(Chancel Choir.  Hymn:  O Be        Joyful.)  

>>SIMON:  I want you to know something.  I don't 

pick these texts.  The scripture is already assigned.  If 

I pick texts, I'll pick nice, easy ones, not stuff like 

this, you know, Leviticus.  Last week was Dueteronomy. 

And in order for me to get to Leviticus, I have to 

get back to where we were last Sunday.  I know all of you 



remember everything that was said last Sunday, you've been 

talking about it all week at home, at work, at play, 

everywhere.  But I'll still go and revisit what we did 

last week. 

It's important for us to know what Leviticus does, 

particularly in this particular passage that you have 

today is God's speech.  And if God just spoke about some 

secular stuff, we can debate.  It begins very clearly, be 

holy as I am holy, sayeth the Lord.  So the rest of it is 

not negotiable. 

The moment you hear the word "holy," we tend to 

consider the word "holy" from the standpoint of how 

religious expressions across generation have cast the 

word "holy" because to be considered holy in most of the 

practices that we know of is to point fingers at other 

people and say:  They're not holy, and I'm not like them.  

Or to consider us as the ones who are essentially good is 

to point out to the entire diaspora  that is around us, 

to say all of those people are no good, because I am.  That 

goes for you, not for me. 

What is this speech about.  Where we were last week 

with Dueteronomy was this.  The people of Israel left 

Egypt, wandered through the wilderness.  Now they're in 

Moab and they are in the foothills of Moab and they are 

looking into the land that they would dwell in the future, 

which is what they have been journeying through. 

I will repeat again that I am not using the word 

"occupy" intentionally because it has its own political 

ramifications. 

This is the land where they would dwell because God 

said that would be a dwelling place for you.  And the 

people of Israeli in the foothills of Moab looking into 



the land that they would dwell, and God says:  It's time 

you thought about choices.  You can choose life or you can 

choose death.  You can choose the kind of things that 

would feed your soul or you can choose the kind of things 

that would destroy your soul.  Those are your options. 

And one has to wonder whatever became of God to 

start speaking in such apocalyptic terms about choosing 

life or death, about prosperity and destruction.  Why 

didn't this God do all this talking on your own?  When they 

were in Egypt, they had no choice, they just did what they 

were told to do.  When they were in the wilderness, they 

were at the mercy of the elements.  God walked in front 

of them a pillar of cloud during the day and behind them 

like a fiery pillar at night.   

So they did not have any orientation of life or what 

future holds.  They were nomads.  They were just 

traveling through.  And God did not talk to them at that 

point about choices either.  God is a reasonable God. 

God is a reasonable God.  There is never a time you 

are demanded of something beyond what you are capable of 

doing.  I want you to remember that.  And Jesus further 

on talks about it and says, my yoke is light and my burden 

is not too heavy, so take it upon you and you will live. 

So God did not talk about choices.  God did not put 

requirements, anything big.  All God said was:  Food will 

drop from heaven.  You will eat it.  Don't horde.  Don't 

keep getting anxious.  I will take care of you day by day.  

They did not plant, they did not harvest, and there was 

no talk about choices. 

But not now.  Now, they are at the foothills of Moab 

and they are looking at the land where they are going to 

dwell.  They are going to create a life.  They are going 



to orchestrate history.  It is not going to push them.  

They are going to be the makers of history.  And at this 

time God says:  You are going to be entrusted with some 

power.  You are going to have some capacities, and I want 

you to know that now is the time you will have to make 

choices because if you do not make the right choices, the 

way life would be is -- such tragic conclusions that it 

may lead to. 

What is it that the conversation is about?  We 

don't live in that kind of an agrarian economy.  We're all 

city folks, right?  We're not out planting and all that 

kind of good stuff.  

What it says has a lot to do with how we organize 

our lives today.  What is God saying in terms of holiness.  

God is not talking in terms of holiness as to who is bad, 

who is right.  It is how you live day-to-day lives. 

And what is the command here?  God spoke once ten 

times and the rest of biblical narratives are all 

commentaries on the commandment and here is one of those 

commentaries.  How it unpacks is all that we have, which 

is so precious. 

And God says:  When you go in that land, you are 

going to start plowing and you are going to start sowing 

and planting and reaping.  When you do that, I don't want 

you to think this terms of how just you can survive and 

how just you can be secure and it is not about just simply 

your own goodness that matters.  Don't harvest the field 

all the way.  If you harvest the field all the way it may 

be you have a lot to store.  But your life is not going 

to be secure. 

Because the ones who do not have enough are going 

to look at you with spite.  You don't want to create the 



kind of unnecessary cantankerous relationships with 

people around you.  This is about neighbor, folks.  This 

is about your neighborhood and my neighborhood.  This is 

about the neighborhood where the church has been planted 

and how we orchestrate our lives. 

And that sums up to the kind of harmony and security 

that we would live in.  Don't harvest your field all the 

way.  Leave some for those who probably do not have the 

land.  Leave some for those who probably did not have the 

money to sow.  Leave some for those who are probably 

looking at you and wondering, wish I had some of that.  And 

you don't want that anger and spite to challenge your 

security. 

Much of our security depends on our neighborliness.  

If we do not cultivate and nurture proper neighborliness 

that is give and take, we would never be secure.  

Sustainable security is risky business.  But at the same 

time it is the quintessential fact that makes our lives 

secure, that brings us joy and that takes us to the point 

where we can have harmonious coexistence. 

I know.  I say that all the time.  The Bible is 

rather naive but you have made a sacrificial trip all the 

way here, so you are going to listen to it. 

The Bible is naive in some ways.  But for the 

baptized people it is important to know that do we really 

believe that the ways of God is life-giving, that the ways 

of God would deliver us from the kind of wreck and mess 

and confusion and chaos that we find ourselves in?  How 

nice, huh?   

Harvest your field to the edge, don't.  Don't 

harvest your field to the edge, leave some.  Leave some. 

So that among you there would not be people who 



would want, who would go without, who have resentment and 

people who have a lack.  Find a way of filling that lack.  

Don't take all the grapes out of the vineyard.  You are 

not the only one who will enjoy good wine.  Oh, Welch's 

grape juice, sorry.  Church folks around her.  

So be considerate.  What you want to do is leave 

some behind.  Let them go make their own, too.  Because 

when all of them can eat and drink, there is harmony.  When 

some eat and drink there is no harmony.  It is a shared 

relationship that God intends for us. 

And I was looking and thinking, I don't plant the 

vineyard.  I don't harvest the field.  What am I going to 

do with this text? 

Well, this is what I'm going to do.  I'm going to 

get beyond, how you doing, beautiful day, it's going to 

get better tomorrow, though, beautiful day, as my way of 

building neighborliness.  That's not going to cut it.  

That's what I used to be doing, just greet people, tell 

them oh, what a beautiful day.  That's as much as my 

conversation was with my neighbors. 

No.  What this text suggests is until I have good 

neighborly relationships my security and my harmony is not 

a guarantee.  Sustainable harmony, sustainable security.  

Sustainable harmony and sustainable security comes when 

there is -- when I build relationships that are give and 

take. 

What I intend to do is to share life with others 

and allow others to share life with me.  It goes beyond 

simple hi business.  It goes intentional steps to see how 

my neighbor is doing.  That's what it begins.  The world 

will change when we act differently in our local 

communities.  The world will not change if we are all 



thinking about how to change the world.  We need to act 

locally. 

Madison Avenue Christian Church will find itself 

secure and its security will be sustainable, it will have 

harmony, it will have joy, it will have peace, not by 

ignoring what happens around us, but by actively engaging 

and giving a piece of who we are, so the community where 

God has placed us -- to give a piece of who we are so that 

the community in which God has placed us would find and 

make a difference. 

You are not going to have harmony by just holding 

on to what you have and distancing yourself and isolating 

yourself from your neighbor.  Community living, 

community living is what this text calls.  And to have the 

kind of relationships that are not adversarial, but that 

yields, that gives, that receives, that is willing to take 

risks, because to give and receive relationship is a risky 

enterprise. 

You don't know who you are dealing with and 

sometimes there will be disappointments.  Sometimes 

there will be dangers.  But that should not restrain us 

from engaging with neighbors and engaging with the 

community.  Madison Avenue Christian Church has 

understood that, has tasted the joy of it and continues 

to live it.  And I am hoping that this would be a model 

for our own personal lives and for the community at large. 

And then it goes on.  Go home and read Leviticus 

again, particularly the text that you have.  Oh, there are 

some things in Leviticus I don't want you to read.  Don't 

come back and say, you asked me to read Leviticus, so here 

is how I'm going to live.  Just this text.  Go back and 

read it. 



Much of it is about community life.  Much of it is 

about harmony, not by seeking just our own self-interests 

and our own security, but the security and safety and 

well-being of the neighbors and all those around us. 

Wendell Berry in his book Continuous Harmony says 

this.  He says:  I can sit on my porch and rock and I feel 

secure.  I feel peace.  You know why?  Because out there 

I am seeing Jim and Jim is plowing his land.  And looking 

at Jim plowing his land, I know things are going to be okay.  

I know tomorrow if something disastrous happens to me, 

Jim, who is plowing his land, would share some of that 

harvest with my family.  I know that. 

Why?  Why do I know that?  Am I just imagining 

things says Wendell Berry.  I know that because when Jim 

had an accident five years ago, I gave some of my produce 

to his family so that they'll live through hard times.  

When Jim was lying in rehab center for six months, I knew 

there will come a time he will get back and he would want 

to harvest, so I plowed his field.  And I did the planting, 

so that when Jim gets back, he can harvest.  And sure he 

did.  Sure he did. 

That is why I know that peace is possible.  Harmony 

is God's gift, provided my relationship with my neighbor 

is give and take, that I would not ignore the plight of 

the poor.  I would not look at others with contempt.  And 

Wendell Berry says harmony -- and his word is "continuous 

harmony" is a gift for those who have an ongoing 

relationship that is community based, that is local. 

Is that what this text is about?  I think so. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  We Give Thee But Thine Own.) 



>>KAREN:  You may be seated.  Please pray with me.  

Generous and loving God, we are thankful to be here today 

to give you praise.  We know you are always faithful and 

we can trust in you. 

You are an abundant God and out of your great mercy 

you have given us so much.  We freely give you this 

offering today of our time, talents, and treasures.  With 

it we worship you and give our whole selves to you.  Please 

now receive it and use it for your kingdom and your glory.   

We pray you will extend and multiply its reach and 

influence.  May it be a great blessing to many.  We strive 

to be the good news of Jesus Christ as we pray for all this 

in the name of your Son.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  To live lives that are 

lives that share, to give and to receive, to place our 

lives in the trust and care of someone else and to care 

for others as our own is risky business.  But what the text 

says is that is the only path to sustainable harmony.   

It puts you in a very vulnerable position.  There 

are dangers out there.  There are dangers out there.  But 

interdependency, interdependency is the only way God 

ordained our lives to be.  And if you are doubtful and if 

you are questioning, I would like for you to place yourself 

before the altar and before this table. 

What this table teaches us and what this table 

models for us is this:  That until and unless we place our 

lives in the care of God, we will not receive the kind of 

blessings that we intend.  And the God who create us in 



God's very own image also has placed the same heart in the 

minds of people who we call our neighbors. 

So come to this table as people who are willing to 

be vulnerable people who are willing to trust, people who 

are living to share their lives and allow others to share 

their lives with us.  But most importantly come to this 

table as people who trust in God knowing that God will 

shield us.  God would shield us, protect us and keep us 

from all harm when we are people who act in ways that God 

beckons us to be. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  When You Do This  Remember  

               Me.)  

>>DONN:  All are welcome at this table.  The 

Madison Avenue Christian Church family has been gathering 

at the communion table in this room for nearly 104 years.  

While this may not be the exact table brought from the 

Fourth Street Church, it is the symbol of the table at 

which Jesus broke bread with his disciples 2000 years ago. 

Let us pray.  Almighty and loving God, we are 

grateful for the opportunity to pause each week from the 

busyness of our daily lives to commune with each other at 

this table.  From this experience may we draw strength to 

continue your work in this community, motivation to carry 

through on your plans for us, and wisdom to know your will 

for us and for this church. 

In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.   

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>KAREN:  Now let us hear the words of institution 

as written in 1 Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the 

night when he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread.  And when 



he had given thanks, he broke it and said:  This is my body 

that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup also after supper 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 

this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  Drink all of 

you of it. 

>>DONN:  You actually look a little sparse out 

there this morning.  And those of us who are here, I think 

a lot of us are just trying to hang on until spring arrives, 

which they tell me is this afternoon or maybe tomorrow. 

Anyway, this is another type of invitation.  If you 

have been worshiping with us and would chose to make your 

membership official today, feel free to come forward as 

we sing our invitation hymn. 

>>SIMON:  Now, may the peace of God that passeth 

all understanding abide with you now, keep you safe, and 

keep all harm away from you, now and forever more. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


