
 

 (Hymn: I Am Thine, O Lord.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Holy, holy holy, are you, God Almighty.  You 

who are the beginning and the end of this world and the next.  

As we, your people, here and around the world gather, we gather 

to praise and worship you, for you are the only one God worthy 

of our worship. 

In this hour of worship, make your presence known to 

us and may our prayers and praise be acceptable to you.  God, 

our shining glory, today we recall the unique and mysterious 

event of the transfiguration of Jesus.  We know that your power 

and glory were upon Jesus.  We know that you were at work in 

that moment.  Yet we do not know what you were trying to tell 

us. 

In our uncertainty we like the disciples, choose to 

build altars and monuments.  We choose to exalt Jesus and make 

him almost holy other, divine and untouchable.  In doing so 

we confess that we begin to believe that Jesus is inaccessible.  

We begin to believe that he is wholly divine.  And we confess 

that when we believe that Jesus is completely divine, his works 

and command for us are impossible. 

O God, maker of every person in your image, we know that 

you were at work on the mountain that day.  Help us to see that 

you are at work within each one of us every day, and that you 

have given us all we need in the gifts and in the Holy Spirit 

to accomplish the works and commands that Jesus gave to us, 

that we can be the good news when we try. 

O God, make us courageous in the face of uncertainty 

and doubt.  May we trust that your plan is in motion and we 

each have a role to play.  O God, we come to you now lifting 

up to you those who are ill in mind, body, and spirit, those 



continuing to struggle with addiction, those who feel lonely, 

lost, and forgotten.  We continue to pray for those who serve 

to protect us, both near and far, and we pray for their 

families.  And we continue to pray for all of those whom we 

have elected to be our leaders. 

And God, on this morning we also lift up to you the 

silent prayers of our hearts.   

               (A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer 

that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.)  

      (Scripture reading of Matthew 17:1-9  

               by Wes Blevins.)  

(Chancel Choir:  Immortal, Invisible,  

               God Only Wise.) 

>>SIMON:  Pretty slick, Linda.  I would not dare 

attempt what I'm going to do today in any other setting, but 

I will do it here.  Because I know that Madison Avenue 

Christian Church and the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, 

we are capable of thinking for ourselves.   

And I want to provoke your thinking and also I hope that 

this would cause us to look at our faith and how we as people 

of faith live our faith and what kind of impact we have on the 

world and on ourselves. 

The title itself -- I'm not going to work this text 

hard.  I'm just going to talk to you, because it's easier to 

say outrageous things just talking to you. 

The title in itself is a tricky one.  What in the world 

is transfiguration, which is precisely the point.  

Transfiguration is not of this world.  And all our knowledge, 

the data, our capacity to express is of this word.  And 



anything we try and all the attempts we make to explain 

transfiguration in worldly terms can never do justice to it.   

The way to approach this text is to stand in awe before 

this revelation and to see how that moment that was revealed 

to us can continue to speak to us and shape us and we become 

the ones who shape the world. 

We have to deal with a lot of these things, you know, 

Jesus was fully divine, fully human.  That is as best as we 

can say it.  Or we need for go and borrow language out of Harry 

Potter to explain this phenomenon.  Somehow things became 

something else. 

What happened?  Jesus went up on the mountain and 

everything about him was dazzling.  There was a phenomenal 

glow and a glow around.  And the way commentaries try to 

explain it is, that is because he was -- his divinity was 

revealed to him and he was fully divine, fully human.   

During Advent we've been talking more and more about 

God became a human being.  I suspect that in Jesus there were 

moments of humanity, there were moments of divinity.  It was 

all an attempt of God to come to this world and reveal to us 

the true nature of God through Jesus Christ. 

I believe that God just came to us in the form of Jesus 

Christ to show us what truly is the nature of God.  Because 

constantly there has been all kinds of talk about this God, 

this angry God, cool God, loving God, what a friend God, all 

these Gods.  In Jesus Christ, God came to show us the true 

nature of God and what happened on that mountaintop was for 

people not to be misled to think that there are small aspects 

of God in Jesus Christ. 

What happened on that mountaintop is those who were 

there got to see that Jesus indeed was God in flesh among us.  

Because what happened at that moment is not of this world at 



all.  It is far beyond human comprehension.  And rightfully 

so.  They were so scared.  They didn't know what to do.  And 

when you don't know what to do, you wait to separate reality 

from experience and so what you say is:  Let's just hold it 

right here.  Let's just stay here because we don't know how 

to go down and explain it to people. 

And Jesus himself acknowledges that and says don't go 

down and tell people what this is until the resurrection.  

Because once I rise from the dead people will know about my 

power and authority and holiness and know I am the beginning 

and the end.   

We want to think about this text from the birth 

narrative to what happened when Jesus rose from the dead.  Is 

that the nature of God? 

Where is the full humanity?  Full humanity does not 

have authority over nature.  Jesus calmed the storm.  That is 

the kind of authority of the Creator, not of creation.  O, you 

go trying to change water into wine once and see what happens.  

To be able to have command over the elements.  O, there were 

healing miracles at that time, but none that would raise 

Lazarus from the dead.  No one has authority over life and 

death. 

Jesus was not fully human and fully divine.  Jesus was 

God who took the form of flesh to come among us and in the most 

clear terms show us what God is like.  The one who takes our 

pain unto God's self, the one who weeps over inhumanity and 

weeps over our own hurt and our own disappointments.  This God 

is not a distant God who sits there simply to judge, even though 

God-self has a clear understanding of what is right and what 

is not and what is about life and what is about death, and what 

builds and what destroys.   

But God is not a God who simply judges.  God is a God 



who was revealed in Jesus Christ, who continues to beckon us 

and hopes for us and knows that there are coming moments and 

days in our own lives when we would transcend our own 

limitations and live the way God intended for us to live.   

This is a God of hopes.  In Jesus Christ it was revealed 

to us about the amount of restrain God exercised.  There were 

times in Jesus' life when he walked the streets of Galilee, 

he could have unlashed enormous power and everybody around him, 

including Judas, wanted this Jesus to unleash power, but he 

exercises restraint.   

That is the nature of God, that God would exercise 

restraint and care for us in ways that nobody else can hope 

for, thinking that you and I would show glimmers of hope and 

glimmers and moments where we truly reflect the nature of God 

that is in us. 

In the stories about Jesus, you see Jesus just mingling 

among people.  And people notice that the divinity of Jesus 

was so full, as he was encountering with people and as he was 

in conversation with people.  

This text is not some kind of a Harry Potter text.  This 

text is not what has been handed out to us along generation 

about fully human, fully divine and this is one moment that 

was divine.  This text is once and for all to tell us that Jesus 

was none other than God in flesh. 

And God touched our lives in the most spectacular way 

so that we are reminded that the presence of God is with us 

constantly, nudging us.  Oh, there are moments you just simply 

cannot explain why such a spectacular thing happened to us in 

this world.  It is God at work in our midst. 

I don't want you to just kind of move this text away 

as one moment somewhere where Jesus went up the mountain and 

there it was a divine moment.  I would like for you to see this 



particular transfiguration text as a way of us understanding 

who this Jesus is. 

I used to get pretty put off by this narration of the 

historical Jesus simply in practical terms, simply in human 

terms.  O Jesus was one of those historical figures.  No.  If 

we -- if we did that, we lose the larger picture of what God 

really intended to do, to lower God's self in this -- on this 

earth, to be the one who would mingle among us, and who reveal 

who this real God is. 

So what does this mean to us?  I don't know.  What does 

it mean to me?  To me it dismantles all these notions of 

omniscience and omnipotence and this God of wrath and this God 

who does not ever get angry to a God who is so reachable, who 

is so understandable, who understands us, who knows our 

limitations, who exercises restraint, who knows what is best 

for us, but yet would let us go and have us make choices. 

Have you taught anyone how to ride a bicycle?  I believe 

God is in the business of teaching us how to ride a bicycle.  

Yeah.  I know that takes away all this grandeur about this God, 

right?  That's what this text does to me.  God is in the 

business of teaching us how to ride a bicycle.  Runs with us, 

let's go a little bit, and watches us pedal a bit:  I hope you 

don't fall.  And we take a dip.  Nurses us.  Never to say:  

You're not going to get back on that bicycle again.  But is 

again waiting for a moment to put us back on the bicycle and 

just keep running with us, letting us go and stand and watch 

in delight and we just keep on riding. 

To me that is an image of God.  Not the one who just 

thunders with lightning from somewhere and tells us, you did 

not do it right and here it is, get it from me.  Lightning and 

thunder bolt.  Or a God who says:  Everything is okay.  No, 

it's neither. 



What I see this God doing is constantly trying to get 

us into track and constantly hoping that we would just pedal 

on our own without taking a fall and without getting hurt.  And 

if we did, this God is a God who would nurse us back to health 

and puts back and hopes that in the riding that we do, God will 

be glorified, we would find meaning and purpose.  And through 

us, through us, lives would be touched.   

That I truly believe is the nature of God.  That is how 

I believe God watches over creation.  I truly believe that the 

divine nature, the divine nature of creation is not something 

that is so far removed that we cannot understand.  It is so 

present among us.  That God is present in the simple 

conversations we engage in.  God is present in the most 

beautiful laughters.  God is present when we are so annoyed 

about something.  God is present when we are called to 

reconcile.  God is present when we take a stand, when we take 

a stand in favor of justice and equality and freedom and 

liberty. 

This God is such an integral part of how our lives 

evolve.  God is part of the confusion and chaos.  God is part 

of the tranquility that exists, but constantly hoping that 

creation would regain its language the way God intends for it 

to be, that we would regain our capacity to pedal steady, that 

we would not be ones who would constantly fall thinking that 

somebody is holding, but knowing that God intends for us to 

journey this life with integrity. 

It takes a powerful God to allow creation to evolve and 

it takes a powerful God -- get this -- to evolve with us, to 

evolve with us.  Because we take this God places that God does 

not intend to go.  There are moments in history where I believe 

God stands and goes:  I really did not want you folks to get 

here.  Now I've got to come up with a rescue mission.  I've 



got to raise new leadership among you who would be the voice 

of hope and not the voice of destruction.   

It is a God who will stand and scratch head and shake 

head and wonder, what is going to become of us, worry about 

us and stay up through the most difficult times and hope that 

better times will come. 

We have notions of a far removed God.  What this text 

does is that God is so real, so available.  A God who cares, 

a God who hopes, a God who inspires, a God who disturbs, a God 

who grants peace, and most of all a God who is constantly in 

love with creation, constantly in love with creation. 

So do what you want to do with transfiguration.  Here's 

my take on that.   

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Holy Spirit, Truth Divine.) 

>>DONN:  You may be seated.  It's amazing what music 

can do sometimes.  I'm not sure about -- I'm still working on 

transfiguration, but I can tell you that songs such as that 

for the old-timers here, that took me back to country church.  

I was 7 years old sitting on the pew.  I don't remember what 

the minister said on that particular Sunday because A, I was 

7 years old.  B, the minister was my father.  And C, I was too 

busy folding the bulletin into the paper airplane that I would 

fly in the side yard after the church service.  But I remember 

the hymn, the power of music. 

For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify.  And beyond their means of their own free will.  But 

first, they gave themselves to the Lord.  2 Corinthians, 

chapter 8, verse 3 and 5.  Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our Creator, you have blessed this church 

abundantly through the years.  We pray that you will guide us 



to always share with your people, with the community around 

us.  In the same manner you have blessed us individually and 

we pray that you will guide us as we return a portion to you.  

Bless this offering.  Help us to use it wisely in devotion to 

your cause.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  I have to check Donn 

Manker's bulletin, if it's folded or not. 

We are about to partake in the elements that represent 

the broken body of Christ and the cup that we share.  The 

mission of faith is far beyond what language can ever express, 

the mind can ever comprehend.  The nature of God is so vast, 

it is beyond human imagination.  But it is also very real.   

It is real because this God came in search of us.  This 

God came in search of us.  This God came in search of us and 

dwelt among us.  This God came in search of us, spoke to us 

and still speaks to us.  This God came in search of us, touched 

and blessed humanity and healed humanity then and continues 

to touch and bless us and heal us this day, this moment in this 

space. 

That is the extent of the compassion and the love of 

this God that God would descend from heaven and come seeking 

us.  If we are the ones who have to find this God, all our 

efforts would be in vain.  But this God can be found and we 

will be found because this God is constantly seeking us. 

As we come to this table, I hope that it will be a moment 

of meeting, a moment of meeting, that you and God would have 

an encounter of a very personal type and that you and God will 

have an encounter that transforms you and calls to you a 

ministry of transformation of this world. 



In our disciple history we have this beautiful place 

called Cane Ridge.  And if we go to Cane Ridge, which we 

have -- some of us have.  Hopefully we will do it again.  It 

was intentionally -- it was not called sanctuary.  It was not 

called church.  It was called a meeting house, a meeting house.  

      

There are variations to it, why it was called a meeting 

house.  For a lot of people it was just a gathering place of 

the faithful.  No, Barton Stone had a much more profound reason 

why he called it a meeting house.  He called it a meeting house 

because in that space Creator and creation meet.  It is holy 

space.   

This is holy space.  And I pray that that moment of 

meeting when you hold the cup in your hand would be a time of 

revelation, would be a time when the divine God touches you 

in a very special way and that there would be that moment where 

you just stay still and in awe and be drenched by the presence 

of the divine one and allow God to just remold you, reshape 

you, recreate you.  God is able. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Come Share the Lord.) 

>>DEBBIE:  All are welcome at this table.  Let us pray. 

Immortal and almighty God, we give you thanks, for you 

have given us life and a purpose to bring your good news to 

all those who are suffering.  We give thanks for Jesus Christ, 

your son, whom you called beloved.   

Through Christ we have learned that we too are beloved 

sons and daughters of Christ, of you.  We are given these 

elements that can transform us into Christ's hands and feet 

here on earth.  We pray for the wisdom of your spirit to be 

with us as we bring transformation into the lives of those 



around us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Distribution of elements.) 

>>DONN:  While they were eating Jesus took a loaf of 

bread and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to the 

disciples and said:  Take, eat, this is my body.  And he took 

a cup and after giving thanks, he gave it to them saying:  Drink 

from it all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant which 

is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell 

you I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my father's kingdom.  Drink 

ye all of it. 

>>DEBBIE:  We have come to that time in our service in 

which we ask people who have been visiting with us if they would 

like to join our church and be part of this community who gives 

such much to those around us, to come forward and be here with 

us at the end of the song.  If you'd rather do that in private, 

you can meet with Simon or one of the other ministers or one 

of the elders.  Please sing the final hymn with us. 

(Hymn:  To God Be the Glory.) 

(Congregation member clapping.) 

>>SIMON:  Go in peace.  May God who created -- I think 

he applauded because it's over. 

Go in peace.  May God, the one who created heaven and 

earth, be your shield and your protecter, grant you joy, and 

cause you to give joy to the ones around you.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   


