
 

 (Hymn:  Open My Eyes, That I  May     

               See.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Let us sing to the Lord a 

new song for God has done marvelous things.  Will you join with 

me in prayer? 

We sing your goodness, sovereign God, you who fill the 

earth with food.  You formed the creatures with your word and 

then you pronounced them good.  Oh, how your wonders are 

displayed wherever we turn our eyes, if we survey the ground 

we tread or gaze upon the skies.  Lord God Almighty, when we 

sing those poetic words in a hymn of praise to you, we wonder, 

we wonder how you ever pronounced us good.   

We like Cain and Jacob Laban are so often insecure.  And 

we use clever ways to manipulate our way into positions of 

getting what we want.  Maybe we tell little lies, may we just 

don't tell the whole truth.  And we spend such a great part 

of our energy accumulating as much as we can.  And the more 

we have, the more energy it takes to maintain and the less time 

we have to enjoy what it is we already have. 

And then we begin to believe the false idea that we are 

islands unto ourselves, that we don't need anyone else, that 

we can take care of ourselves.  O God, you create us to live 

in community.  You made the first human and they were lonely 

and so you made a companion.  For when you made us, you made 

us to live in community.   

And then you sent Jesus to show us how to live in 

community, that through sacrificing of self all of us are 

better off and more happy.  In community we have companions 

to share joys and hobbies.  We have others to help bear our 

burdens, too.  In community we have others with whom we can 

share our questions. 



  Thank you, God.  Thank you for making us to live in 

community, to live and to work as church, your kingdom on earth 

until your kingdom comes into its fullness.  We are not 

perfect.  We are not without flaws.  But because you spoke so 

we are good.  Have mercy on our foolishness and our flaws, and 

give us guidance to better live and work as the church, 

following the best ways to live as taught by Jesus. 

  O God, on this morning we continue to pray for those 

who are sick, those who are addicted, those are imprisoned, 

alone, lost, feeling forgotten.  We continue to pray for those 

who serve us both near and far, keeping us safe and their 

families.  And we continue to pray for those who we have 

elected to be our leaders at every level.   

And now God we come to you lifting up the silent prayers 

on our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O God, hear our prayers and hear the prayer that 

your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

      (Scripture reading by Ed Osborne of  

      John 1:29-42.)   

(Chancel Choir:  All That I Am.) 

>>SIMON:  If John the Baptist is to help us any today, 

we need to deal with him honestly.  It is folly to imagine that 

John the Baptist had a comprehensive understanding of who this 

Jesus is and with laser precision told us everything that we 

need to know about Jesus.  That is not true. 

If you look at the two ends of John the Baptist, just 

before he could die, John the Baptist sends two disciples over 

to Jesus to ask him if he really is the one or should we be 

looking for somebody else. 



John the Baptist right from the beginning of his 

ministry could not even identify Jesus.  Neither could he in 

this text.  All of a sudden he says, I did not know it was him.   

Why does John the Baptist have so much issues?  If you 

were in John the Baptist's position, you want to ask yourself, 

would you have similar problems, too?  Because for John the 

Baptist if God were to come to this earth, if God were to become 

a human being, it would be chariots, entourage, all the glitz 

and glamor, lightning, thunder, heavenly host, all of that.  

Because you need something so spectacular, so dynamic, so 

powerful to reveal the greatness of this God. 

Because John the Baptist was in a real predicament.  

Look at how that story goes.  He is out in the wilderness, 

desert, dusty, hot, muggy, a little stream is running.  And 

he's baptizing people in that water. 

And shuffles along Jesus, along the  crowd.  This is 

nothing like what he expected.  This is what he came on earth 

to proclaim, that God is becoming a human being and is going 

to be among us.  And what does he see in the crowd along with 

the rest of the people, shuffles around this Jesus and comes 

up to John.  And John goes uh-uh, no, no, no, I can't baptize, 

you are the one who should transform the world, including me.  

This is not what I was sent here for. 

John has a predicament.  You can understand that.  You 

and I, if we were in John's position that's, what we would have 

done, too.  Repeatedly John is trying to say something, but 

out of his cognitive sense he cannot.   

But there are moments of epiphany in his life.  He hears 

heaven open and a voice from heaven say, this is the one.  He 

knows deep within and out of that conviction and passion he 

talks about God's divine plan, that is, to come to this earth 

and for God to become part of human drama and to change 



nightmares into dreams, dispel all kinds of challenges that 

we face so that God would dwell among us with delight.  That 

was God's big plan. 

But the method, it did to the work well for John.  John 

is struggling.  But in the revelation that John had, something 

spectacular was happening.  The guy did not even know how to 

dress properly and did not know the right kind of food to eat.  

Who would want to go to lunch with someone who had locusts and 

honey for lunch?  Would you?  Not me.  I would tell him:  I'm 

very busy. 

John the Baptist had nothing appealing in his 

appearance, in his location, in his eating habits, in the way 

he spoke to people because he was spitting fire.  He was 

talking about death and destruction to everyone. 

But there was something so compelling about what John 

the Baptist said.  I believe it is because God spoke through 

John.  You and I, we are thinking about being the messengers 

of the living Christ.  You don't have to worry about if you 

understand everything, all you have to do is be open and God 

will be revealed through you. 

Church, we do not have to have all our thinking and our 

theology, everything so precise, but if we are open, through 

us, God will be revealed.  And God is being revealed through 

the life of Madison Avenue Christian Church. 

So there was John the Baptist, even though he did not 

understand, even though he was struggling with this idea of 

this Jesus just shuffling around and being part of just every 

day life and everyone who goes by, through him something 

powerful was being revealed.  Otherwise why would people line 

up in that hot, awful desert to be baptized in a little stream?  

There was something very compelling about John the Baptist and 

that's why we need to take a closer look at John the Baptist. 



Why would otherwise all these disciples who started 

with John the Baptist later on become the disciples of Jesus 

and were willing to give their lives so completely?  There was 

something very compelling about John the Baptist. 

And what I want to do today is to launch what John the 

Baptist revealed to us in ways that would accompany us in our 

life journey and help us see this Jesus in our own life 

revelations and dramas, that this Jesus would strengthen the 

kind of relations we build, change us and strengthen us in terms 

of the kind of people we are being and becoming. 

And I want to say two parts to you.  John the Baptist 

is walking around and he says, I did not even recognize him.  

There he goes.  There goes Jesus.  I don't know.   

You and I experience miracles in our lives.  We do.  We 

just kind of talk about it in terms of oh, I was lucky, I was 

in the right time at the right place.  We cast it in terms of, 

oh, all the things I learned and all the connections I made 

made this possible.  And we fail to see this Jesus who just 

walked by us.  And we fail to identify this Jesus who just 

touched us.   

We fail to return thanks to this Jesus who transformed 

a moment in life that is not because of our own making.  It 

is not because we are capable.  It is because this God, who 

became a human being and who just is mingling in this world 

and who is becoming part of human drama has just transformed 

your life drama. 

And we don't know how to talk about it.  You don't have 

to.  All you and I, we need to do is to stand in awe and 

recognize the moment of God in our midst and in our life.  What 

happens?  Number one, we have paused to rightfully give 

gratitude to the one who longs to touch us, who longs to cause 

us to have delight.  We fail to do that. 



What it also does is it causes us to know that we're 

not alone, that our journey is not a singular journey of our 

own.  That this God who become a human being, who was part of 

this world, is a constant presence in our lives, who will not 

just sit and let disaster just happen if we invoke God, invite 

God, and we are open to God's possibilities and let go of our 

control and our own possibilities in what life transpires to 

be. 

John the Baptist tells us that.  He just could not 

identify this Jesus because the Jesus image he had was so 

wonderful.  But by revelation, by divine providence he does 

that.  There goes that Jesus.   

I am hoping that you and I before we close our eyes at 

night, that we would try to identify those moments in the day 

when presence of Christ was real, near, and constant; was real, 

near, and constant. 

If we only took stock of how our life drama's evolving.  

You know why?  Because when you go to sleep at night, you know 

that you're not alone.  My biggest nightmare in life is not 

about failing.  It's about the notion that I have to handle 

life by myself.  That is my nightmare.  And I have a suspicion 

that is your nightmare, too.   

Even though we are very trusting of ourselves, to have 

life be managed by our own skills and our capacities is the 

scariest thing.  And if we can pause and recognize God's 

constant presence.    

 Bishop Lester Newbigin, the great architect of Church 

of South India; Lester Newbigin a phenomenal ecumenist and a 

great administrator.  You can do a lot of things.  But to bring 

Christian people together, see churches, Baptists, 

Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Church of England, 

Disciples, UCC, everybody together, which is the biggest dream 



of the Stone Campbell movement -- I was going to say Campbell 

Stone movement.  Stone Campbell movement, the unity of the 

body of Christ. It came to be the Church of South India.  

And Bishop Lester Newbigin was a phenomenal 

administrator and he would say the most difficult thing that 

he has he ever done is to bring all these Christian folks 

together for them to have a consensus of the meaning of 

communion, meaning of baptism, meaning of the body of Christ, 

namely church.  The moment you mention those things, they can 

get into the most awful fights.  And in the name of unity they 

will splinter into such groups that they won't even talk to 

each other.  And it's not just they won't talk to each other; 

this kind of anger passes on from generation to generation. 

What a tragedy.  If you go to Vanderbilt and you'll see 

that plaque that sits there and it will read the Churches of 

Christ came together for union and went to form four, five, 

six denominations.  That is our story about union. 

So Bishop Lester Newbigin was an amazing person.  I 

don't know what he did for all these people to come together 

and to get people to agree we are indeed the body of Christ 

and it is Christ that unites us.  But Bishop Lester Newbigin 

says:  Even though my persona outside is strong, there were 

times I will just limp along exhausted, frustrated.  I just 

won't know what to do.  I would not know if I want to get up 

and go the next day and face these people, these Christian 

people, in councils and engage them in conversations. 

But he would say:  When things get that way, what I will 

do is I will find a place where I can be still and find the 

quiet center of my soul, and all I would do is just say:  Lamb 

of God that takes away the burdens of this world, have mercy 

on me.  And he says he would repeat it.   

This became part of the Anglican tradition.  Lamb of 



God.  It used the word "sin."  I think we are too obsessed with 

the word "sin" and loose the grandeur of what God intends for 

us.  It is more Jesus came to relieve us of our burdens and 

the burdens of the world.   

And Bishop Newbigin would say he will not let go. He 

will just repeat it:  Lamb of God that takes away the burdens 

of the world, have mercy on me.  And his testimony is that he 

can continue to find the quiet center and continue to keep 

repeating it, there will come a time when in the most mysterious 

way everything will be lifted.  And he would find a renewal 

of energy and strength and purpose that the world will not 

offer.   

And he says and he always looks to do the closing line 

on that.  When he gets to that point where the burdens of life 

that he thinks will always prevail would never go away, would 

just put him in shackles and would burden him so much that he 

cannot get up and move, and he says, I continue to keep saying 

it, until I come to that part where I no longer have the burden.  

The Lamb of God that takes away the burdens of the world has 

given me relief.  And he says, and I wait to say that line, 

Lamb of God that takes away the burdens of the world, grant 

me your peace.  Grant me your peace. 

That is the promise of the gospel.  That is the reason 

why God become a human being to come among us.  That is our 

hope in this world and the world to come.  That is the light 

of the world that shines in our life.  That is the reason why 

you can get up every morning with a spring in your step and 

face the world with any challenge that comes because of the 

Lamb of God that takes away the burdens of the world is with 

you. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 



(Hymn:  O Master, Let Me Walk With  

            Thee.) 

>>SHARI:  You may be seated.  Please join me in the 

prayer for our offerings.  Dear gracious and loving God, we 

thank you for all the gifts and blessings you have given each 

of us.  And we ask that you receive our heartfelt gifts, that 

they may be used to give hope to those who wait in despair and 

to bind broken hearts, relationships and dreams. 

We also ask that you use our time, treasures, and 

talents in ways we never thought possible.  Please accept 

these gifts, bless them, and help us to do your work.  In Jesus' 

name we pray.  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  Jeehan, Jeehan, Jeehan.  

(Applause). 

All those people who think that in church things have 

to be so dull.  Jeehan, you make our hearts sing.  Thank you.    

We are about to partake in the elements that represent 

the broken body of Christ and the cup that we share.  I don't 

know how God works.  I really don't.  But I know God works.  

I don't know how God lifts burdens, but God finds a way.  I 

don't know how God listens to our deepest most secret prayers, 

but God does. 

So let's come to this table as one body, because we put 

our trust in that one Savior who is the Savior of the world.  

And let us join in unison to say: 

(Meditation and& Union Response.)  

>>SIMON:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

(Hymn:  Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving  

           Hearts.) 

>>ROB:  It's good to be with you this morning.  This 

table is for everyone.  Let us pray. 

God, we are gathered here again this second Sunday after 



Epiphany around your table.  There are many uncertainties with 

us.  Some have troubles that they are struggling with.  Some 

have questions that have no answers yet.  And still others have 

a path to the future that is not all that clear. 

With all of that, we are sure of this one certainty, 

and that is the principle of your presence in our life.  We 

are thankful that each of us is here today.  Please help us 

with your divine intervention to give our leaders the strength 

and support they need as they struggle in the days to come with 

the many decisions that lay ahead.  With all the trials and 

tribulations and differences we have, we still have the freedom 

to sit down together and share a meal dedicated to gratitude.  

We are thankful for the centeredness you give our lives with 

this table, the awareness of the direction to follow, and the 

nourishment to help us along our journey.   

Please bless the hands that have made this day possible 

and continue your goodness within our lives and especially our 

hearts.  In your son Jesus Christ's name we pray.  Amen.  

>>SHARI:  Please here hear the words of institution as 

written in the gospel of Mark.  While they were eating, he took 

a loaf of bread and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it 

to them and said:  Take, this is my body. 

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave it 

to them and all of them drank from it.  He said to them:  This 

is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many.  Truly 

I tell you I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.  Drink 

ye all of it. 

>>ROB:  This is the invitation part of our service.  

Anyone seeking to join the church or transfer membership, feel 

free to come forward during our singing of our invitation hymn.  

If you would like a more intimate time, please see one of the 



elders or Reverend Simon after the service.  Join us now as 

we sing our final hymn, 348. 

(Hymn.) 

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that passeth all 

understanding, may the presence of Christ always be with you 

now and forever more.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


