
 (Hymn:  There's a Song in the Air.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  This past Wednesday in 

the Christian calendar was the commemoration of the Holy 

Innocents or a day in which the historical Christian 

church remembers Herod's order that was sent out to kill 

all the baby boys two years old and younger.  In certain 

Christian traditions special prayers are spoken for those 

innocent lives lost.   

And I give you this background information to help 

you understand to some degree where my mind and 

meditations have been this week, have been thinking about 

how to pray in light of our scripture reading today.  

So I invite you to join with me in prayer.  Lord 

God Almighty and Everlasting Creator, you have brought 

each of us to the safety of this new day, of this new year.  

For this and for the many blessings and mercies of the past 

year and in the year to come, we give you glory and honor 

and praise.  For the ways in which you guide us through 

trouble times this past year and for our faith that you 

will continue such guidance in the coming year, we are 

humbled by your goodness and kindness. 

Lord God, you made all flesh frail.  You made it 

so that these amazing bodies that come from the earth will 

eventually return to it.  And though it is hard to let go 

of someone who has been part of our lives for many years, 

a friend, a spouse, a parent, a sibling, it is nearly 

unbearable and feels so cruel to lose a child.   

On this day as we hear the scripture reading, may 

we meditate on our thanksgiving for the lives of the small 

children in our lives, whether they are relatives or 

neighbors or the children at church. 

We give thanks for their joyous energy and their 



optimism for life, for their imagination and for their 

perspective.  We are reminded there are far too many 

children born into this world unwanted and never given the 

chance to experience joy.  So just as we give thanks for 

the children in our lives, we also lift up to you the 

millions of children in slavery, in extreme poverty, those 

who have been taken to be child soldiers, the children who 

are born unwanted by parents, unwanted and left to neglect 

and abuse.  We pray for all the many children in our 

neighborhoods growing up with different parents and those 

who are now growing up without parents.  We pray for those 

in foster care.  And God, we also pray for those who 

desperately want and desire to be good parents, but are 

unable to conceive or afford adoption.   

Father and Mother God, as we pray for all of the 

innocents past and present, we pray that we will be 

caretakers for all the children in our lives.  We pray 

that we will watch out for their safety, that we will be 

the words of encouragement in their lives, that we will 

teach them your love and their value as your child.  

On this day we pray for the many innocents, the 

lost, lonely, and sick, the forgotten, the imprisoned, the 

addicted.  And God, as we pray this prayer, we also pray 

the silent prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

      observed.) 

>>FAY:  Almighty God, hear our prayers and hear the 

prayer that your Son taught us:   

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.)   

           (Scripture reading of Matthew  

 Chapter 2,  verses 13-23 by Pam  

           Manker.)   



            (Special music by Sam Wright.) 

>>SIMON:  Sam.   

>>SAM:  Simon. 

>>SIMON:  You stand tall when you play.  You did 

well.  And you stand tall when you come on Monday nights 

and serve those who are hungry.  So you do stand tall.  

Beautifully done.  Thank you.  (Applause). 

>>SIMON:  As we enter this new year, I pray that 

God's abundant blessings surround you, will protect you, 

would keep you from all harm, that God will walk ahead of 

you during this coming year.  

What we have today as a text takes a little 

orientation and a side step.  During Advent what I've been 

trying to ask you to consider is to look at Advent, 

Christmas, and in the days to come in the light that God 

became a human being.  And by God becoming a human being, 

God became part of the human drama.  God has become part 

of your drama.  God has become part of what happens in our 

community lives, in our church life, and in the world.  

And by God becoming a human being, what all these 

stories reveal to us is that God at times waits for us to 

act.  God at times beckons that we act.  God at times 

intervenes in act.  God at times just simply sits and 

goes, oh, my.  That is how it is.  

We often try to phrase God in ways of our own 

choosing.  But these texts kind of give us an idea of the 

nature of this God and how God has acted in the past knowing 

that it is the same God who is active in history today and 

who would be there in the days to come.  

The text comes starts with a line:  And now when 

they left.  And now when they left.   

Who left?  The magi, the shepherds, all these 



people who brought gifts.  And they came to the manger.  

And we see those Christmas cards.  They are glowing.  

Everybody has a little halo around their head.  There is 

a star.  There is little nice lighting.  All of that goes 

to say that it was a spectacular moment.  

The wisemen or the wise guys or the three we Kings, 

however you want to call them, they brought gifts.  They 

brought gold and the rest of the stuff.  Who needs the rest 

of the stuff when you have gold.  So they brought gold.  

And they offered it.  And they took all the stuff, 

Mary and Joseph.  It was a precious time.  Here is someone 

who had to have their child in a manger surrounded by such 

grandeur.  I want you to kind of linger there for a moment 

in the text.   

Often we rush to talk about crisis and pain when 

it comes to God.  Often we try to drag God into every kind 

of doubt and despair that we have.  Very often what we try 

to do is we try to make this God just a partner in all the 

brokenness -- which God intends to be -- but somehow 

ignore and leave this God at the most joyous celebrated, 

spectacular times that are filled with enormous laughter 

and cheer.  We kind of leave God out of that.   

It's almost like -- I keep saying that sometimes.  

It's like this Vic's Formula 44 God stays on the shelf, 

unless you have a cold.  That's when you go get it.   

What's the text?  And when they left.  Until then 

God was part of the spectacular moment, orchestrating it.  

God takes delight in it, that there were people who went 

through great lengths to be there and to make this moment 

such a spectacular moment. 

Yeah, think about Joseph.  He was there.  He was 

told all these things.  We went through that.  I don't 



know why Joseph still doesn't have a speaking part in the 

Bible.  The guy does a lot.  He goes into all kinds of 

territory, but he still doesn't get a speaking part.  But 

that's for another day.  

At that moment if you were Joseph, what would you 

want?  You think, oh, my goodness, finally everything has 

come to plan.  Finally all my worries are gone.  Finally 

all my despair has been dispelled.  Finally -- I knew it 

would be like this.  There is what I've been waiting for.   

When the angel came and said, the woman you have 

been betrothed to is going to have a child, it's not yours, 

I was thinking oh, my goodness.  And then when I was told 

there's no room in the inn, it's going to be in the manger, 

I said:  How can that be?  Mary, nothing seems to bother 

here.  She just has this beautiful little posture, 

doesn't bother me.  

And Joseph is thinking, everything is so perfect.  

Everything is so nice.  And I knew -- I knew that if God 

were to call me to do something, there are those beautiful 

moments, and this is it.  

Oh, can I pause here for a moment?  Folks, if God 

calls you, it is not just marked by trials and tribulations 

and thorns and pits and desert and awful moments.  When 

God calls you, there are moments by providential care that 

is placed, that is spectacular as that manger.   

Look for it.  If you don't, you are going to miss 

the kind of joy that awaits you in your life.  You are 

going to miss the beauty and the splendor that God holds 

for you in your life.  If all of religiosity is about 

mourning and groaning and despair and looking all that is 

wrong, you have missed a big part of what God intends for 

you.  



In God's scheme, in God's working, all of human 

drama is engaged and in it are spectacular moments.  And 

you'll see how the story evolves.  

So here is Joseph.  He gets a good taste and feel 

of the joy and the splendor and the beauty of what God 

intends.  And there he is.  And he's thinking, okay, let 

the good times roll.  You don't know what I'm talking 

about.  

And he's thinking:  Let the good times roll.  This 

is the beginning of something fantastic.  We'll just have 

this manger scene and the gold and all the stuff there is 

around, just linger. 

And the pestering angel shows up.  Oh, yeah.  You 

cannot give up on this pestering angel.  When God becomes 

part of human drama, what God also does is reveal things 

that we would not see otherwise.  And the pestering angel 

comes up to Joseph, who is now ready to pitch and build 

and to hunker down and stay in this moment where everything 

seems so perfect, and says:  Joseph, guess what?  I've 

got some news for you. 

Joseph thinks okay, more stuff coming.  Now, 

Joseph, you got to go to Egypt.  Egypt?  Our story is that 

we came out of Egypt out of bondage.  And now you want me 

to go back to Egypt? 

There is no chain that is so strong in God's 

providential care -- you can walk to Egypt and come out 

unscathed.  Get that.  There are moments you could find 

yourself in the most difficult situation and come out 

unscathed, if you are in tune to what God is trying to tell 

you and if God is directing you.  

That's what the Psalmist says, even though I find 

myself in the deepest, darkest pit, I will fear no evil, 



for thou art with me.  

And the angel tells Joseph, Joseph, go to Egypt.  

Why?  Why Egypt?  I thought that was a bad place.  You 

have no clue what bad place is.  Because right here where 

you think everything is so hunky-dory and everything is 

so beautiful and you're ready to just call this your 

dwelling place forever, Herod is trying to kill.  

There is danger looming in the dark for you.  

Herod's insecurities, Herod's hesitations, Herod's 

wanting more power is opposing what God intends.  There 

are powers that oppose what God intends for us and that 

oppose what kingdom holds for us.  If we think that God 

is about getting along, going along with everything that 

happens in human history, think again.  There are times 

God takes serious stands and points out things that are 

poisonous.  

Herod is ready to kill.  I want you to get up and 

go.  Joseph, who still doesn't get a speaking part, gets 

up, leaves to Egypt, walks into the most dangerous 

territory you can think about.  And the most wonderful 

thing about that moment is God goes before Joseph and the 

child to Egypt and puts a protective shield, a shield that 

nothing can penetrate.  

We're entering a new year.  And I would like for 

you as a child of God constantly to think that there are 

areas you are going to venture into that could be very 

dangerous, very scary, but God's protective shield is 

always around you and nothing can penetrate it.  God 

becoming part of human drama is once again to show us that 

the power of God is more powerful than all the powers of 

this earth.  

So there they are in Egypt, the place where they 



were slaves at one time.  And there they find protection 

and care.  And the angel comes back to Joseph and says, 

Joseph, guess what, you've got to leave Egypt.  

And Joseph thinks, again, I was doing okay here.  

What is going on?  You just keep sending me from one town 

to the other.  

Get this line.  The people who intended to do harm 

to you no longer can.  The people who intended to do harm 

to you no longer can.  You know, in our own ways we try 

to be tough enough, savvy enough, capable enough to 

protect ourselves and to be successful and to do things 

that would make us better every day.  We do that. 

But what we forget is this.  All of our efforts, 

all of our doing would be in vain because of our limited 

capacity and limited potential.  If God were not to be 

there for us, all the evil and all the trials and all the 

difficulties and all the danger would keep lurking all the 

time.  The only one that cannot put a end to the danger 

that surrounds is the power of God.  And that is what 

happens in in text.   

Until God intervenes, until God intervenes and 

until the voice of God tells Joseph, Joseph, the ones who 

were going to do harm no longer can.  And that is when life 

begins to become secure.  

Interesting enough, after that, restless Joseph is 

not there in the story.  And the angel departs.  And they 

move to Nazareth.  And then starts a whole different new 

drama.  

I know we have to be savvy.  The church has to think 

in practical terms.  All of that is true.  But we would 

find peace, tranquility, assurance, safety only when the 

voice of God says:  I will make sure that the evil that 



is to come upon you will no longer have power over you.  

And they go to Nazareth.  

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>DEBBIE:  Please be seated.  At the beginning of 

a new year many of us look forward to making positive 

changes in our lives.  Here at Madison Avenue Christian 

Church, we continue to seek ways to do this through our 

ministries.  Let us pray.  

Lord, the prophet Micah proclaims that what is 

required of us is to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly 

with our God.  We ask blessings upon the gifts of time, 

talent, and treasure that we in turn make them a blessing 

to those who are in need.  In the name of Jesus Christ, 

Amen. 

(Hymn:  As With Gladness.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  God becoming part of 

the human drama, becoming part of our lives, God does not 

just simply play a spectator part.  God empowers us, moves 

us and takes us sometimes in places we dare not go.  But 

the truth of the gospel is life and that life in all its 

fullness.   

Those of us who try hard to find more joy out of 

life, more goodness out of life, pause at moments to see 

what is it that the power of God and the voice of God would 

do for me so that I too can experience something that is 

the source it is God.  

Defoe, Kentucky, amazing.  So there I am, student 

minister, when I went to Lexington Theological Seminary. 

>>BRUCE:  Amen. 



>>SIMON:  Thank you, sir.  So we were doing this 

stuff about Jubilee for a whole week, talking about land 

and land being a gift from God.  That was the time of the 

farm crisis.  Family farms were just disappearing.  It 

was a rough time. 

So we finished all this for a week.  And then there 

was this phenomenal worship service.  Everything was 

over.  And I went back to seminary.  Those are days before 

cell phones, all landline.  

It so happened that I was in my apartment at that 

time and picked up the phone.  And Orem and Jerry called 

me.  They are big leaders at Defoe church.  And Orem said, 

I need for you to come back.  I said, is everything okay.  

Yeah, yeah.  But I want you to come back. 

So I get in the car and drive back to Defoe and on 

421.  I don't think anybody planned that road.  They just 

let the billy goat run and put the road behind it.  That 

road goes all over the place.  Yeah, Wayne knows what I'm 

talking about.  

So I get to Defoe and go to Orem's house.  And we 

sit in the living room and Orem says, I want you to tell 

you something.  I said:  What Orem?  He says tomorrow 

morning I plan to walk into the bank and resign. 

I said:  What?  His grandfather owned the bank.  

His father then owned the bank.  And then now he's the 

president of the bank because with all the consolidation 

and everything, they sold the bank to another banking 

conglomerate.  So now he's the president of the bank.  

And he says:  I'm going to resign.  I'm saying:  Why, 

why, Orem?  What happened?  

He says oh, yeah, after being in that worship, I 

know I've got to resign tomorrow.  I told him, Orem, you 



can't take all things so seriously.  We say crazy things 

in worship.  You can't take it seriously.  He says:  No, 

it's not anything that was said.  I was the deacon Sunday, 

Orem.  And he said:  I'm serving communion and I served 

Julian and Julian with such smile and joy and trust took 

that communion from me.  And he partook of the communion 

and gave it back to me, knowing that there is something 

that binds us together. 

That's what happened in worship.  I served him 

communion.  Simon, I can't serve him foreclosure papers 

tomorrow.  That's why I want to resign.   

See, the power of this table, the power of a church 

coming together, the relationships that are built, it is 

so powerful that it can move you to act in ways that have 

the deepest meaning and the most profound implications.  

I don't know, as you come to this table, what you 

are expecting.  Maybe there are things you want to give 

thanks about.  Maybe there are things you want to pray 

about.  But just in case, this power of God will touch you 

and move you in directions that you would not go otherwise. 

I guess that is when the glory of God is revealed 

in our lives and in the world and we find ourselves secure.  

That's a very powerful moment, you all.  The gifts of God 

for the people of God.  Amen.  

>>PAM:  This is Christ's table and all are welcome.  

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, creator of all that is good, we are 

gathered here at your table to give thanks for all that 

we have.  We thank you for our families and friends, for 

our homes, and our church, a place where we can come for 

peace and hope, a place where we can offer folks in need 

a plate of food to nourish their physical bodies and the 



words of God to feed their spiritual hunger.   

We try to do your will, Lord, but sometimes we fail.  

However, we are willing to keep trying with your guidance.  

We have entered a new year, a time to start anew.  Open 

our hearts and minds to your message of hope and love so 

that we may grow like a plant stretching to the light and 

that we share this message with others who long for your 

comfort.   

We thank you for your son Jesus, who taught us more 

about you and how to love you and our neighbors more.  We 

also thank you for this communion table, which is the focus 

of our worship experience.  Bless this food, the symbol 

of Christ's body, which was given for us.  And bless this 

cup representing Christ's blood that was shed for the 

remission of our sins.  We ask these things in the name 

of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

>>DEBBIE:  Let us hear the words of institution 

from Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I 

also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus Christ on the 

night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and said:  This is my body 

that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  

Then the same way he took the cup also after supper, 

saying:  This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  Let us all 

drink together. 

>>PAM:  We would like to thank you all of our 

visitors for coming to be with us today.  It's not always 

easy to walk through that door if it's a different church 

than you are used to coming to.  And we appreciate that 



you are here today, especially after New Year's Eve being 

last night.  

If you have been visiting with us for a time and 

you feel that you would like for this to be your church, 

your home church, and make it official today, please come 

to the front of the sanctuary during our invitational 

hymn.  If you would prefer, you can speak with Simon or 

Fay later or one of the elders. 

(Hymn:  To God Be the Glory.)  

>>SIMON:  And now go in peace.  For God is your 

shelter and your shield and God is able to protect you, 

guide you and keep you from all harm.  Amen.   

  


