
  

 (Hymn:  O God of Vison.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  As we enter into this 

time of prayer, I invite you to hear these words from Psalm 

95.  O come let us sing to the Lord.  Let Us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation.  Let us come into his 

presence with thanks giving and let us make a joyful noise 

to him with songs of praise.  Will you join with me in 

prayer? 

Rock of our salvation, all glory, honor, and praise 

is yours on this day.  You are worthy of all our praise 

and prayers.  O God, we have called upon you to give us 

strength.  We have called upon you to move us from apathy 

to deed, and so you have.  Your spirit is moving and we 

are answering.  Continue to breathe your life into us.  

And may we continue to inhale your life-giving breath.  

And may we speak words that give life of wholeness to those 

around us. 

Holy One, even as we witness your spirit upon us, 

even as we respond to you, we know that we continue to give 

in to our weaknesses.  We continue to pass unfair 

judgments on those we do not know or understand.  We 

continue to deem those we do not know or understand as 

enemy.  We continue to focus on ourselves and what we can 

get for ourselves rather than what we can do for others. 

O God, forgive us when we forget, when we forget 

that we are followers of Jesus and as such it requires 

sacrifice and living in service to others.  Great 

Physician, as we enter into this time of worship, we praise 

you, we confess to you, and we call upon you to heal.  We 

call upon you to heal those who are sick in mind, body, 

and spirit.  We call upon you to heal and make whole those 



who are struggling with addiction. 

And we lift up to you those who feel lonely, those 

who are lost, and those who have been forgotten.  We 

continue to pray for those who serve to keep us safe, both 

near and far, and their families.  We pray for those we 

have elected and called as leaders at every level. 

And God, we come to you now in a time of silent 

prayer to lift up to you the prayers on our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was   

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the 

prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by LaDonna    Barnett of 

Matthew 4:12-22.)   

>>BRUCE:  Fay had shared a short passage from 

Psalms earlier.  The anthem that we are sharing today is 

also based on a passage from Psalm, Psalm 27, the first 

four verses.  The Lord is my light and my salvation.  Whom 

shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life.  Of 

whom shall I be afraid?  When evil-doers assail me to 

devour my flesh, my adversaries and foes, they shall 

stumble and fall.  Though an army encamp against me, my 

heart shall not fear.  Though war rise up against me, yet 

I will be confident.  One thing that I asked of the Lord 

that I will to seek after, to live in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord 

and to inquire in his temple.   

We are singing the Lord is Our Light.  It is a 

traditional Zulu song.  For about three and a half seconds 

the choir thought seriously about trying to do one of the 

verses in Zulu.  We thought, nah, that might not work 



well.  So we thought we would share in English.  It is a 

neat piece we are singing. 

(Chancel Choir:  We Are Singing, For  

               the Lord Is Our Light.)  

>>FAY:  There's a saying that goes something like 

the best way to combat self-pity or anxiety is to put on 

your shoes, walk out the front door and lock it, and then 

go help somebody else. 

With the exception of locking his door, that's 

pretty much what Jesus does.  We learn that Jesus' cousin, 

John the Baptist, is arrested and we know from readings 

later in Matthew 14 that John the Baptist was arrested by 

Herod's army, because Herod made an oath to his niece that 

whatever she asked he would give her.  And so his niece 

asked for John the Baptist's head on a platter. 

Jesus is grieving the loss of a close family member, 

and I suspect his best friend.  John had recently baptized 

Jesus and that time is often designated as the time in 

which Jesus receives his blessing by God, the Holy Spirit 

descends upon him and God is heard saying:  This is my son. 

And, of course, even before all of this, Jesus had 

been listening to John's preaching and teaching.  They 

were close.  In his grief, Jesus retreats to another 

place, a place away from Nazareth.  Now perhaps Jesus 

needed to get away and grieve on his own.  Some of us 

grieve in the quiet away from other family and friends.  

Perhaps Jesus needed to hide from Herod's army.  If they 

came after John, then they're going to come after him. 

And yet we know from readings later on in Matthew 

that Jesus, even on the days that he is most tired, never 

hides away from crowds of people, but always gives them 

what they need.  And Jesus didn't hide from Pilate's army 



when they came for him in the garden of Gethsemane.   

So Jesus isn't hiding either.  Jesus hides -- or 

not hides.  Jesus goes away because he's angry.  He's 

angry that his people are oppressed.  He's angry that his 

beloved cousin has been taken for speaking God's truth. 

And Jesus goes away to avoid violence.  Jesus goes 

away and as Matthew says he begins to preach the words of 

John:  Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.   

Last Sunday, the Youth Group had the opportunity 

to attend the regional youth gathering in Lexington that 

was cohosted by First Christian Church of Paris and 

Transylvania University.  Over 100 disciples youth from 

Central Kentucky and Northern Kentucky gathered to play 

the game of life. 

Each youth was assigned, without their knowing, at 

random an identity.  The youth did not know their identity 

and the identity was composed of race, gender, economic 

status, sexual orientation and ability or disability.   

And in order to win the game of life, each young 

person had to achieve an education or training, a job, a 

car, housing, and marriage.  And many had a difficult time 

achieving these things, because without knowing their 

identity, they were discriminated against.   

Those who were women made less money and had a 

harder time buying cars and even when they had the money 

to buy cars, they were overcharged.  Those of minority 

races experienced the same as well as difficulty obtaining 

employment.  Those who were identified as LGBTQ struggled 

to find employment, housing and anyone to officiate their 

marriage.  And those identified as disabled struggled for 

everything. 

Now our youth, they're fortunate to live lives of 



economic comfort and social status.  But they experienced 

a frustration like never before.  And it was an incredibly 

powerful and important lesson.  And after this event most 

of the youth from the entire experience sat together in 

the balcony at Central Christian Church for the 27th 

annual Disciples for the Dream Martin Luther King Jr. 

celebration.   

Churches from all across Fayette County 

participated in this event with Central and East Second 

Street a historically black congregation as host and 

organizers.  It is a beautiful and powerful worship of 

mixed traditions, music, and prayers. 

And experiences like this show that the kingdom is 

near.  And when we expose our children to those 

experiences, we share that vision of the kingdom with 

them.  We show them what it looks like and how they can 

be a part of the already and the not yet.  For the kingdom 

is near already because Jesus has lived and lives and 

showed us what that kingdom looks like.  And yet we are 

waiting for it to come into its fullness. 

So very often we, as mostly white Americans, think 

of a Martin Luther King Jr. celebration as a black American 

holiday.  But it is an American holiday, a day that 

remembers and honors an American who called us to be our 

best selves, to live into our civic freedoms and 

responsibilities set forth in the Constitution of this 

democratic experiment. 

It's a day to remember a man of faith, who let me 

remind you, was 26 years old when he was called to be a 

leader.  It's a day to remember and honor a man of faith 

who called us to remember that each one of us, no matter 

our race or our gender, our religion or ability or 



orientation, are created in the image of God and are to 

be loved and respected as such. 

And maybe you know from living and memories or from 

books and teachers or maybe you have watched the 

outstanding documentary, The Eyes on the Prize that people 

from all across the United States and the world from every 

background joined in the civil rights movement, and they 

did so for different reasons. 

They joined for patriotic reasons, for spiritual 

reasons.  They joined because they were empathetic 

mothers and fathers who couldn't understand children 

being mistreated and living in fear.  They were nuns, 

rabbis, imams, monks.  They were ordinary people young 

and old who joined a movement for healing and wholeness. 

And further along in the scripture today, all Jesus 

says to Peter, Andrew, James and John, is:  Follow me.  He 

doesn't tell them what they're going to do other than fish 

for people.  He doesn't tell them what they need to do.  

He certainly doesn't tell them what's going to be required 

of them.   

But they get up and they follow.  And through the 

chapters and verses of Matthew, we read about young and 

old, rich and poor, men and women, who follow Jesus.  They 

are attracted to his revolutionary idea that everyone is 

of value, that everyone deserves love and care, that 

everyone deserves basic needs to be met and everyone 

deserves to live in safety, and everyone has a place in 

the kingdom of God. 

We, who have gone through the waters of baptism like 

Jesus, we are followers of Jesus.  And just like Peter, 

Andrew, James, John, mary Magdalene, Lydia, Priscilla and 

so on, we don't always know what we're doing.  We don't 



always know what being a follower of Jesus is going to cost 

us.  But we follow.  We follow because we trust God, and 

we trust the message that Jesus preached and the example 

he set. 

And if and when we're grieving, if and when we're 

angry, we do not act out in violence, we do not run and 

hide away, we preach louder and we preach more fervently 

that we are all created in the image of God and that God 

is a God of healing and wholeness.  And as we preach it, 

we live it. 

We are followers of Jesus the Messiah.  We have a 

mission.  So let's put on our shoes, let's walk out that 

door, and let's go help someone.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Take my Life.) 

>>ROB:  Please be seated.  Let us pray.  God, help 

us to be unassuming in our service, but bold in our 

witness.  We are truly a blessed church because of many 

unique gifts you have provided for us.  Thank you for this 

moment in our service when we are reminded that your 

stedfast love surrounds us.   

We bring before you today our offerings of time, 

our wonderful talents, and treasures that we ask your 

blessing on.  Multiply these gifts so acts of tolerance 

and kindness can be extended through our ministry.   

You provide us opportunities every day to admire 

the dedication of this congregation.  You remind us to 

focus our abilities on first loving and then to urge us 

to reflect that love toward our neighbors.  Encourage us 

to follow the caring ways that Jesus taught.   

On this the third Sunday after the Epiphany, the 

week of prayer for Christian unity, strip away our 



prejudiced convictions so that through our generous 

giving we can gaze clearly on your vision for our lives.  

Help us to be patient, to be merciful, and always to be 

loving.  With these gifts, we rededicate ourselves to 

your principles and commit ourselves totally to this 

revelation.   

We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share. 

And Jesus commanded:  Follow me.  And they left 

behind everything and followed Jesus.  Really? 

They heard something more than what we hear.  Their 

hearing was tuned to this other voice.  They have this 

voice command.  And oddly they don't have cute names for 

it.   

And you can command and you can search the web, and 

you can even do texting by voice command.  You've got to 

train it.  You've got to keep on doing it.  It'll get it 

wrong if you don't. 

So your voice command works well when you do voice 

training, and it gets used to your voice.  But this voice 

command does not work well if there is accent impairment.  

So I text this person on voice command saying:  Good to 

see you and Kim yesterday morning.  That was beautiful. 

So I get a text back saying:  Good to see you, too, 

Simon, but who the heck is Pam?  Kim is know wondering:  

Where were you?  Who is Pam?  What were you doing? 



Voice command.  The only way you recognize this 

other voice, the only way you know that this voice brings 

hope and light, the only way you know that the voice of 

God channels our path, directs us in directions where we 

find life and that life in all its fullness.  The only way 

you do it, is if you recognize that voice.  Voice 

recognition. 

But with all the chatter that is around us, all the 

directions that we are being pulled into, it's not easy 

business, but it begins here.  When we come to this table 

in the stillness of the moment, we remain still in the 

presence of God and listen to that voice. 

Because at the table God speaks, God beckons, God 

commands.  So my prayer is that as we come to this table, 

we'll linger at the presence of God, tell our hearts to 

be still.  And we listen to this voice of God that is this 

other voice, that is the one has guides our destiny.  We 

hear so many voices that dictate to us, but there is only 

one voice in town that is the light of the world, that is 

our hope. 

So I pray that we'll come to this table and be still 

and know God.  The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Gather Us In.)    

>>LINDA:  Will you join me in a prayer for the 

elements please?  Gracious and loving God, we approach 

this table with words from hymns we have sung this morning 

linger in the air, on our lips, and in our hearts.  We 

bring our fears and our dreams, seeking the nourishment 

found in fruit crushed and bread broken. 

We pray that this nourishment will give us strength 



to face our fears, to pursue our dreams, and unite us as 

one.  We ask this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Distributin of Elements.) 

>>ROB:  Reading from 1 Corinthians.  For this is 

what the Lord himself said about this table and I have 

passed it on to you before.  That on the night when Judas 

betrayed him, the Lord Jesus took bread and when he had 

given thanks to God for it, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples and said:  Take this and eat it.  This is my 

body which is given for you.  Do this to remember me. 

In the same way he took the cup of wine after supper 

saying:  This cup is the new agreement between God and you 

that has been established and set in motion by my blood.  

Do this in remembrance of me whenever you drink it.  For 

every time you eat this bread and drink there cup you are 

retelling the message of the Lord's death, that he has died 

for you.  Do this until he comes again.  Drink ye all of 

it. 

>>LINDA:  We have come to this the time in our 

service where we extend an invitation to anyone who has 

been worshiping with us and would like to make this their 

official church home.  We invite you to either come 

forward during the singing of our closing hymn or to meet 

with one of the ministers or one of the elders.  Let us 

sing. 

>>SIMON:  This is what Jesus said.  My peace I give 

you.  Not the kind of peace that this world offers you.  

My peace, says Jesus, the peace that passeth all 

understanding.  May the peace of God be with you.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


