
 (Hymn:  A Mighty Fortress is Our   

               God.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  This is the day that 

the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Let 

us pray. 

God, the creator of heaven and earth, deep down we 

know that it is in your presence that there is fullness 

of joy and that's why we have come here to worship you, 

to adore your holy name.  And having said that, we also 

know that we seek fullness in so many different ways and 

often find ourselves frustrated, exhausted, and even 

angry.  But having tried everything else, we come once 

again before you to say, reveal yourself to us.  We know 

that when you speak to us, we find wholeness.  We know that 

when you touch us, we find healing.  We know that in your 

warm embrace, all things are secure. 

So hear we are, O God, seeking your presence among 

us during this worship with us always, that you would guide 

our path, that you would direct us in paths of right 

righteousness for your name's sake.  We want to do what 

is just, but unless you tell us, we would fail to do what 

is acceptable in your sight. 

We also come here offering our personal burdens 

before you.  We know that you're listening, and we know 

that you would respond to us in ways that would bring us 

joy.  We also give you thanks and offer our gratitude for 

the many ways that you bless us and keep us. 

For the gift of Madison Avenue Christian Church, 

we give you thanks.  As we embark  on one more mission, 

to lift a family out of poverty, we pray, O God, that you 

will continue to grant us wisdom and strength and courage, 

that in what we do may be pleasing to you. 



We pray for our world.  We offer the many anxieties 

before you.  We pray for the poor, people who have been 

left behind.  We pray, O God, that you would be with them.  

For those who are ill, people who are recovering at home, 

we offer prayer for miracles. 

Continue to be with us throughout this worship 

service.  Hear us even now as we join in the prayer that 

you taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Jonathon           Manker 

of Micah Chapter 6:1-8.)  

(Special music by Sue Osborne:  Here  

      in My Own Town.)  

>>SIMON:  Thank you, Sue. 

The text you have in Micah today is a lawsuit.  The 

one who brings the lawsuit is God.  It's a litigation.  

But it is a strange summons, because the relief that this 

summons seeks is not about winner and loser.  It is not 

about prosecution and defense. 

The relief that this summons seeks is that life 

would be made whole and it is the Creator's pain would be 

addressed and God's anguish would be taken care of at the 

same time creation would find its dwelling and joy and 

fullness.  That is why the summons is so strange. 

It is not about one party winning and another party 

losing.  It is about creation and creator in joyful 

harmony.  What a gift of grace this text is.  Let's set 

up the courtroom for a minute.  It so happens that God 

plays all the roles in this.  God is the judge.  God does 

the defense and the prosecution.  God has the verdict in 

the end. 

And the strange part is the way the set up is jury 



and witnesses cannot speak, because they are mountains and 

hills.  They just have to be there because now God speaks 

and everybody else just has to listen. 

So what brings about this lawsuit?  Before I go 

further, for copyright reasons I am using commentaries by 

Walter Brueggemann as well as by -- my Amen mind is not 

here, today is at men's chorus -- Dr. George Coates, 

Lexington Theological Seminary.  

>>RACHEL:  Amen.  

>>SIMON:  Thank you.  It's genetic.  

I am playing both of these great scholars in this 

text.  What is the reason for this lawsuit that God brings 

about?  Why is God in such agony?  Why is God seeking 

relief?  It is because the relationship, God vis-a-vis 

us, has been fractured.  

It's broken.  And you just cannot say something 

simplistic to put this together.  There is nothing that 

is coming free in this text.  We often try to talk 

ourselves into lullabies that would soothe us.  But there 

isn't a real relief in them.  The real relief is to 

understand the brokenness, the fracture that this text is 

talking about. 

And God's anguish starts to thunder.  And God says:  

Why are you like this, you creation?  Why are you like 

this?  Why are you walking around in such frustration?  

Why are you walking around often trying to wonder what is 

going to happen?  Why all these nightmares?  Why are you 

always living in what ifs?  Why? 

That is not how I intended life to be.  It is all 

these -- all these kind of anxieties are cropping up 

because the relationship is fractured.  You have sought 

the kind of things in life and you think it can be of your 



own making, and you forget who is the source of all that 

is good to you. 

And God starts to speak and God says:  Why do you 

do this?  Am I not the one who delivered you?  Am I not 

the one who protected you?  Am I not the one who said:  

Behold I will be with you always? 

Why is it that you seek things away from my presence 

and by doing so, you have not put your trust in me and that 

why is there is a fracture in the relationship.  And what 

the fracture has done is it has caused me a lot of pain, 

sayeth the Lord. 

When we wander away and we continue to be so 

dismayed, it is not just us who is in trauma.  It is God 

who is in anguish.  Because that fractured relationship 

puts creation in the kind of position that creator never 

intended it to be. 

It is true about the grand scheme of life.  It is 

true about your personal life.  It absolutely is true 

about mine.  And what this text calls for is something 

very different than all the lullaby tunes that put us into 

deep slumber of our faith journey.  And we tend to think 

that somehow we can cling onto things that make us feel 

good and in the end we continue to wander in the wilderness 

and never find the wholeness that God intends for us. 

And so God says:  Why do you do this?  And 

immediately God turns around to the other side of the 

argument, because God knows what we're going to say, 

right?  God says:  Wait, a minute, wait a minute, wait a 

minute.  Just simply because I have questioned you and I 

brought you into the courtroom, I don't want you to come 

back with your pat  answers.  Because you've been told by 

the priests and you've been told by the religious 



establishment that somehow, somehow you can address God's 

anguish with commodities, things that you can dispel that 

does not require much of you.    

You know how to do it.  But that's not what I want.  

And that is not going to answer my anguish, nor is it going 

to repair the fracture, nor is it going to bring us to the 

time where creation and creator can dwell in harmony and 

joy and rejoicing and security. 

So God says:  I don't want this sacrifices that you 

so often talk about.  I don't want your burnt offerings.  

Nah.  That is not going to do what it is going to do, 

because you may think that you have just done something, 

but it still leaves the relationship fractured.  It is not 

about sacrifices.  It is not about a blood thirsty God and 

you can somehow offer some kind of blood that will satisfy 

the thirst. 

What I am asking is something more.  Something more 

that would bring us back to where I intended for life to 

be.  And God says -- get this -- this is the reprieve.  It 

should be a reprieve that would please one party, but it 

is not so.  Listen to the reprieve.  The reprieve:  What 

does the Lord require of you?  If you have been thinking 

that God does not require anything of us, think again. 

Because if we walk our journey thinking that there 

is nothing God requires of us, there's nothing that God 

wants from us, that fractured relationship remains 

fractured.  And nightmares and our fears and all our 

insecurities would loom large and stay with us. 

God says:  What do you think I require of you but 

this?  Love justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 

your Lord.  Let me go back a little bit to talk about this 

loving justice and loving kindness. 



The justice that God is talking about is not the 

kind of cause and effect justice.  The justice that this 

God is talking about is not the kind of justice where you 

say:  I get what I deserve.  God's justice is tilted more 

in favor of the weak, the poor.  God's justice is tilted 

toward those who have been forgotten.  God's justice is 

readily available to you and I in our most vulnerable 

moments.  God's justice is our strength when we feel like 

everything else has failed.   

And God does not say:  I'm going to give you what 

you deserve.  But God is going to say:  What more?  And 

I'm going to nurture you, nourish you, and put you back 

to good health. 

Loving kindness is something that is a commentary 

of the life that Jesus demonstrated to us in the streets 

of Galilee.  When God become a human being God 

demonstrated to us what this loving kindness really is. 

And then God says:  Walk humbly with your Lord.  

That stuff is so packed that if I unpack it, you'll -- you 

should have packed lunch for today. 

Walk humbly with your Lord.  Walk humbly with your 

Lord.  That walk, it is about communion.  You and I, 

having God as the constant companion of our lives.  To 

walk humbly with your Lord.  To walk with the Lord, it is 

the Genesis motive.  At the not God dragging you around.  

It is not you kicking and screaming and going:  Do I have 

to really go there?  Why do I always have to do stuff that 

I don't like? 

No, that is not the walk humbly.  It is the Genesis 

motive.  Do you know what the Genesis motive of walk is?  

In the garden of Eden, in the cool of evening, God, Adam 

and Eve walk the garden. 



God was looking forward to that moment to take that 

walk.  Adam and Eve knew that that walk made them whole 

again.  See, that is the motive of the Genesis story.  

That's what -- that the walk that is being mentioned here 

is about two parties just waiting for one another.  Walk 

in the cool of the evening in the garden of Eden. 

And God says that is the kind of fellowship, that 

is the kind of communion, that is what I intend to have 

with you.  And in that communion, there is no anguish on 

behalf of God because you are constantly at God's eye 

level.  And in that communion you have no anxiety because 

you are no longer the one who is alone trying to navigate 

your way through life. 

Walk.  But it doesn't end there.  Humbly.  We all 

know in our secular world this word "humble," means okay, 

you cannot be arrogant, boastful and if you are arrogant 

and boastful and think that you are so big, there is coming 

a downfall.  That is not what this humble is about.  This 

humble is something very different. 

When God says "walk humbly," it is to say don't 

think that everything you are and everything you are 

becoming is of your own making and your own choosing.  The 

moment you think that you are all your big self, that 

attitude continues to fracture the relationship further. 

Human arrogance is a position of denying God's 

existence.  Can I say that again?  Human arrogance is 

denying God's existence because when we seek God's company 

and when we want to walk with our God, there is a 

conversation and there is a give and take and God grants 

and we argue, and it goes back and forth.  That is that 

walk. 

To walk humbly with your God.  That is the relief 



that God seeks.  Not that you would get what you deserve, 

not that you would see lightning and thunder come on your 

head.  It is just simply to restore that walk and for us 

once again to relinquish control and to allow the one who 

loves us and cares for us to instruct our life and guide 

our path and author our destiny. 

I believe this lawsuit ends at that note:  To walk 

humbly with your God.  And God's expectation is that now 

that you have chosen to take that walk, the shield of God 

would protect you and you would not be waking up in the 

middle of the night with nightmares, that your life would 

not be marked with the kind of trauma, that you would find 

a dwelling place in which deeds of mercy and kindness would 

flow out of you.  And there will be joy and singing again. 

So go back and read that text again.  See the 

lawsuit.  See where you fit in it.  And look at the kind 

of relief that the summons is asking for.  And see if 

walking humbly with the Lord is your greatest joy.   

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision.) 

>>LINDA:  Please be seated.  And join me in a 

prayer for our time of offering. 

O God, who brought the Israelites out of Egypt, who 

has created and is creating still, we come to this time 

of offering because we have been summoned.  We pray that 

the gifts we bring may, in small ways, help to heal 

brokenness in our community.  We seek healing in our 

fractured relationships.   

We implore you to guide us in the investment of the 

time, the talent, and treasure that we give.  Give us 

direction, as we seek your justice, as we seek to live out 



your kindness and to walk humbly with you.  We ask this 

in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share. 

What I would like to do today is to create an image, 

a zone for reflection.  What my God tells us is about 

walking humbly with the Lord, about fractured 

relationship, about God's anguish and goes on to talk 

about we'll never find ourselves being secure until we 

restore that walk with the Lord. 

How does that play out at this table?  It's a 

dangerous thing to prove text from another scripture but 

I'm going to do that today.  It's a cloudy day.  If 

there's lightning, it'll be okay.   

The zone that I want to create for you is from the 

prodigal son.  And you know, how does that moment play 

out?  Creation in all kinds of anxiety and God in anguish 

waiting for that fractured relationship to be mended. 

You know when the son took off and went away, the 

father -- in Ancient Near East homes have open terrace on 

top.  The father never just went in and sat down:  When 

he comes, he comes.  No.  The father got up on the open 

terrace and was pacing up and down and up and down, looking 

at the road.  That's why the father recognized the son 

from a distance and started running toward him and asked 

all the servants to bring all the stuff. 

God pacing up and down in anguish, waiting to 

restore the walk so that the broken relationship would be 

mended, that created and creator would find harmonious 



living together and God's anguish is being addressed and 

human longing has finally found its rest.   

That is the image of this table.  God pacing up and 

down, hoping that we would say:  Yeah, I want to keep 

walking with you, that my life journey is no longer my own 

but in your company, because with you there is fullness 

of life. 

God pacing.  That is the image of the table the and 

the invitation is for you and I to say:  That is all I want, 

the walk with you, your presence in my life, and that is 

the fullness I seek. 

Those who ask, God will speak.  Those who knock, 

the door would be opened to them, for Christ's voice.  The 

gifts of God for the people of God. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

(Hymn:  I Hunger and Thirst.) 

>>ED:  All are welcome at Christ's table.  Please 

pray with me. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the opportunity 

to come to your table.  Bless the bread and the cup.  

Remember Jesus' blood and broken body.   

Father, we pray we do not take your gifts for 

granted.  We remember your goodness.  We pray that we can 

do right; love mercy, walk humbly with you and reflect your 

light on others, and receive your light from others.  We 

thank you for your grace and mercy.  In Jesus' name we 

pray.  Amen.   

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>LINDA:  He took a loaf of bread, and after 

blessing he broke it, gave it to them and said:  This is 

my body. 

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave 



it to them and all of them drank from it.  

He said to them:  This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell you I will 

never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.  Let us drink 

together. 

>>ED:  If you have been visiting with us for a while 

and decided you would like to join our church family, come 

forward as we sing our closing hymn or you may just want 

to speak to one of the ministers or to one of the elders.  

Join us as we sing. 

>>SIMON:  Reverend Dr. Hugh Reynolds, a great 

Disciple minister, retired, served the congregation 

mostly in Illinois.  His history with Madison goes way 

back.  And as time goes by you are going to discover a lot 

about all the connections with Madison Avenue.   

Donn Manker is not here.  All of them are at the 

men's choir retreat.  But if you have a couple of hours, 

ask him and he will tell you all the connections and the 

wonderful stories.   

It's a great joy Dr. Reynolds that you come forward 

to become part of Madison Avenue Christian Church.  And 

I know that you are going to bless this church abundantly.  

I pray this church will bless you, too.   

>>REVEREND HUGHES:  It will bless me, I know.  

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that passeth 

all understanding abide with you and may you find the joy 

of life in your walk with God and walk humbly and walk 

gently and find what God provides for you.  Amen.   


