
 

 (Hymn:  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you join 

me in prayer, please?  O Lord, you are the creator 

and sustainer of all life.  You have searched the 

hearts of each of us here and you know each of us 

intimately.  You created us in your likeness and have 

given us free will to live life as we choose.  You are a 

good and powerful God, and we give you all our praise 

and worship. 

We pray this morning that you will incline your 

ear and hear us as we lift our voices in song and bow 

our heads in prayer, for we worship you to remember 

that you are God and we are not.  We worship you to 

remember that the only control we have in life is our 

choices.  We worship you to set our hearts and minds 

right for the week to come.  And we worship you so 

that we might be and live and work in community with 

our brothers and sisters of faith. 

God of Jacob, we give you thanks for the ways in 

which you inspire people so powerfully.  They share 

their stories of their encounters with you with those 

they meet.  We give thanks we have been hearers of 

these stories from the ancient times.  And we thank 

you for understanding that in our immaturity, that even 

after hearing the stories of our faith and even having 

encountered you in person, we sometimes still say, 

like Jacob did:  Surely the Lord is in this place and yet 

I did not know it. 



God, we pray that you will keep revealing 

yourself to us, that we might share our stories and 

inspire others for generations and generations.  As 

such, we ask for your courage and energizing spirit to 

be upon each one of the volunteers this week who will 

share stories, meals, creativity, music, play, 

encouragement, kind words, hugs, and so much more 

with the children that we are entrusted to share the 

faith. 

We pray the children will experience your 

presence during their time here in this place and with 

us.  And we pray your powerful presence will stay 

with them as they grow.  And we pray that they will 

mature in faith, seeking to learn more and to walk with 

you as followers of Jesus. 

Almighty God, I do give thanks for each of my 

brothers and sisters in Christ who has and will 

volunteer this coming week, that they will feel you and 

experience you this week.  O God, we pray this prayer 

and now we come to you lifting up the silent prayers of 

our hearts. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear us as 

we pray the prayer that your Son taught us, saying: 

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading by Karen Truman of Genesis 

28:10-19a.) 

(Special music by Jeehan Park.)  

>>SIMON:  There is a line in the story, Jacob 



says something like this.  God looks at Jacob and 

says:  Jacob, out of you will rise a nation, people who 

will be my people.   

You know that a formula like that will mean Jacob 

is someone who has been called by God.  And Jacob 

is someone in whom God is going to entrust a sacred 

task.  You know what that formula means, that 

through Jacob, God's work of creating and recreating 

creation is going to happen.  But then you want to 

wonder:  If that is what God intends to do, why can't 

God pick better people?  Why does God always have 

to work with the kind of people who just can't get it 

right?  I don't know. 

And the question has been asked across 

generations:  If God were to do a transforming thing, 

if God were to do something that would change the 

course of history, why is God constantly struggling 

with the kind of situations and people who cannot just 

get what God wants to do? 

But then before I get off on my high horse and 

beat up on Jacob, I start taking a look at myself and I 

start taking a look at how God has worked in history 

and think:  Yeah, God has entrusted the sacred task 

of being voices of God in the hands of people like us 

and I. 

But also there lies the big secret.  If it were 

people who were very capable and who know 

everything, then we don't need a God.  It is God 

working through fragile creations to make 



extraordinary things happen.  So that is how you do 

the commentary and the formula.  Otherwise what 

happens is we end up justifying and putting a little halo 

over mortal beings like Jacob and Abraham and David 

and try to justify -- oh, I forgot Paul -- and try to justify 

all the things that happened. 

Jacob.  Jacob is on the run.  Jacob is on the 

run.  Why is he running?  This boy Jacob was pretty 

savvy, you know.  He knew how to secure his life.  He 

knew how to make all the contacts that he needs.  He 

knew how to do networking.  And he knew how to 

create a moment and create it into a opportunity of a 

lifetime. 

Look what he did.  He sees his brother come 

home in great hunger, who was very capable, who was 

older than him, Esau.  And Esau was so hungry and 

Esau was famished and Esau looks at Jacob, who was 

making this red stuff, and he says:  Can I have some 

of that?  

And Jacob, being the wonderful, caring brother 

that he is, a child of God, who has been called by God, 

he says:  Sure, Esau, you can have some of my red 

stuff, but here's the story.  You're going to give me 

your birthright.  Will you?  Hostile takeover. 

And Esau, this other guy who God loves too, 

says, okay, what I need is something for me to get 

through this moment:  Give it to me.  And you know 

how that story goes.  If you were here last week I was 

stretching that story for 15 minutes.  I don't want to 



do it again to you. 

But there was born an enormous distrust and 

hatred between the brothers Jacob and Esau.  Jacob 

was a hunter, he was a tough guy.  Jacob somehow 

thought that if he got the birthright out of Esau, he 

thought he would be the ponte pas, the one who will 

have authority over everything.  Jacob thought he 

could harness all powers that he could. 

But that's not all.  Later on Jacob tries to 

pretend like Esau, puts on all kinds of hair and goes to 

his father, Isaac and tells his dad:  I am Esau, I have 

brought you good food.   

And his father was blind, trusts and eats Jacob's 

food, thinking it is Esau and gives him all of Esau's 

inheritance, too.  So Jacob should be secure.  He 

can get his way through.  He has the birthright of 

Esau.  He has all the property that belongs to Esau.  

He should have established everything.  At least 

that's what Jacob thought.   

Not so.  Esau, who is a strong guy, made it very 

clear to Jacob:  Jacob, your days are numbered.  I 

am coming after you.  And if I come after you, there is 

nobody that can save you. 

So Jacob now is on the run.  He is running away 

from his brother, Esau.  And he's running away from 

his brother, Esau, and his life is in peril, not because of 

unknown and unseen things that are going to happen.  

It is because of the things that he created, situations 

he created because he thought he can act in his own 



autonomy in such self-serving ways.  And he's on the 

run now. 

And when he's on the run, he's out in the 

wilderness.  Poor guy.  With all the property he took 

out of Esau, and all the blessings and inheritance he 

took out of Esau, he didn't have a place to lay his head.  

What a travesty.  All that he had now was to find a 

rock out in the wilderness, use it for a pillow and go to 

sleep. 

And when he is sleeping, he has a dream.  Oh, 

can I pause for a moment here?  When Jacob was 

awake, Jacob was in complete control.  He chose 

what he wanted to do, he chose with whom he wanted 

to associate.  He decided what kind of acquisitions 

he's going to do.   

Jacob knew all the things he would do and he 

was operating out of his own capacity and his own 

decision-making skills.  And if God were to intervene 

and say something, he would put God on hold or let the 

voice mail get it.  But now he's asleep. 

God has complete access to him.  He cannot put 

God on hold now.  God is communicating with him.  

Watch out, folks.  When you are not paying complete 

attention, when your defenses are down, when you are 

no longer capable of coming up with excuses to say, 

I'm too busy, God, I have all these other things to do, I 

have an appointment, when you run out of all that kind 

of stuff, God finds a way of communicating with you.  

And I hope when that moment comes, we don't try to 



put God on hold or come up with another half a dozen 

excuses.  We may be missing a providential moment 

that could be life-changing. 

He is sleeping.  And he has this dream.  And in 

the dream there is a ladder that connects heaven and 

earth.  And there are angels going up and down the 

ladder.  I'll pick up that theme during communion. 

But look at that.  God broke through and God 

was showing him that there is something about life in 

which God continues to speak and talk and shape and 

mold earth.  Heaven can mold earth and earth can 

mold heaven, too.   

You see if Jacob had known that and Jacob 

would have listened to that and Jacob would have 

been aware of God's intervention and God's constant 

conversation with creation, his life would have been 

different.  He would not have been out in the 

wilderness the way he was. 

If Christian folks, if churches, if faith 

communities are living with the awareness that God is 

constantly trying to break through and God is -- God 

intends to stay in conversation with us and as we are 

molding and shaping life and our surroundings and our 

present and our future, there is a God who is at work, 

who intends to be the shaper and the molder of our 

lives. 

If we live with that awareness, this running from 

things, being scared about what could happen, 

uncertainty, discord, all of this would become a distant 



memory. 

See, Jacob never would have allowed that image 

to be an internal formative part of his life.  That 

nothing from above, nothing that was beyond him and 

nothing that did not please him, and nothing that did 

not meet his desire, he would never allow to shape or 

mold his life.  And therefore his life was his own 

making and his own choosing and the outcome is he's 

on the run.  And after acquiring everything that he 

possibly could, by whatever means he could, today he 

does not have a place to lay his head.   

What a tragic story.  Not for Jacob but for God.  

God restlessly looks upon creation, wishing and 

hoping, I would like to live in a conversational 

relationship with you.  I would love to be part of 

shaping your destiny.  I would love to be part of the 

decision that you're going to make today.  I would 

love to be part of decorating your life in ways that you 

cannot imagine, but somehow you will not give me 

room.  And God will not until we yield and give God 

the kind of room that God takes to be able to be part of 

our lives.   

What a tragedy, Jacob on the run.  A stone for a 

pillow.  And in his dream he sees that indeed heaven 

and earth is connected. God did not create the world 

and abandon the world.  God is still active in the 

world.  God did not create you and I in God's very own 

image and just walk away and leave us orphans.   

God continues to -- I'm sorry -- remold and 



reshape our lives because God's act of creation is not 

done in us until -- unless we shut God completely out 

and there isn't a conversation that goes up and down, 

back and forth. 

And there he is.  He sees this new awareness, 

and he sees that God intends to care and to shape and 

mold life.  And he says:  Oh, my goodness, this God 

was there yesterday, this God is in the present, this 

God will be there in the days to come, this God is more 

powerful than anything that I can create, this God is 

the answer to every nightmare, this God is the answer 

to every doubt, this God is the one who is the one who 

causes streams of living waters in the middle of the 

wilderness.   

And here I am.  I have been trying to create one 

wilderness after the other simply because of my own 

making and here I am lying in the wilderness with a 

stone. 

I don't know how much of Jacob's life God took 

hold of that day.  I don't know how much of Jacob's 

destiny God begun to author that day.  Some.  You 

would see that there is going to be a difference in 

Jacob's life; not completely, but some. 

Much of it depends on that awareness.  Jacob 

gives us a clue.  He says:  Surely the presence of 

God is in this place, surely the presence of God is 

everywhere, surely God is continuing to author 

history.  Surely.  But I did not know it.  I did not live 

with that awareness.  I did not live with that trust.  I 



was not willing to yield control of my life.  I was not 

willing to give in terms of what happens to my 

neighbor.  All I thought about was me.  And Biblical 

faith is about love God, love neighbor. 

I don't know, but it looks like that was the 

beginning of a peaceful moment in Jacob's life.  How 

much of it would run through, I don't know.  I know 

this much.  Before long he'll get up and walk to Labon 

and fall into the same trap of trying to manipulate life 

and to live by his own dictates and wanting more for 

himself and finding himself in the same result.  Not for 

long. 

If Jacob's story is going to do anything for you or 

I, it is this awareness that heaven is trying to break in 

on what happens on this earth, that your Maker is 

trying to break through and be a part of who you are 

and what you are becoming, that your security and 

safety that you are trying to create for yourself, there 

is one better who is at work and who intends to be a 

part of making life secure and giving it meaning.  The 

Bible talks about it in terms of life and that life in all its 

fullness. 

You and I, we are not running like Jacob.  I don't 

think so.  Jacob's story is rather a very dark story.  

You and I, we are not finding ourselves in absolute 

wilderness.  You and I, we are not a people who have 

no place to go because we have created enemies 

everywhere because we have at one time or the other 

created the kind of conflict that we cannot put back 



together.  I don't think we're there.  At least I hope 

I'm not there. 

But I know this much.  That all of us get so 

caught up in our own capacities, and in that world 

there is no God, there is no neighbor, there is no 

thinking in terms of we being the kingdom people 

whom God has placed and who intends to get the 

kingdom work done through us. 

And Jacob gets up and says:  Surely God is in 

this place.  I did not know it.   

Jacob, now you know.  Church, now you know.  

Simon, now you know.  What's going to happen 

tomorrow?  What's going to happen in the present?  

How much of this is going to influence my 

decision-making today?  How much of this is going to 

change the kind of conversation that happens on your 

ride home.  How much of this is going to get us to the 

point where we truly say:  I have been living, trusting 

on my own, and some has been good but for the 

restlessness to end, for me to live with the awareness:  

Surely the presence of God is with me and I know it. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now 

and forever more.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>DONN:  You may be seated.  Almighty and 

gracious God, we thank you for this time of offering.  

We thank you for the opportunity to give back to you a 

portion of the blessings that you have bestowed upon 

us.  We thank you also for the gifts and sacrifices of 



so many that have maintained this house of worship 

and the mission of this church for over 100 years. 

Bless these gifts.  Bless the giver.  And bless 

those who are helped by these gifts.  In Jesus' name 

we pray.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken 

body of Christ and the cup that we share. 

And Jacob said:  Surely the presence of God is 

in this place, but I did not know it.  First I thought, oh, 

pitiful Jacob.  And then I thought, what if we share 

those moments in our lives, what if we share the same 

kind of thinking in terms of when it comes to prayer, 

what if we share the same kind of perceptions when it 

comes to the table, that we did not know it? 

Look at that image.  There is a ladder.  I get 

that.  Okay.  Heaven and earth is connected.  

Angels are descending.  Oh, that is beautiful.  Yes.  I 

get that.  And we need that.  We need angels to come 

down and the word of God to come down to earth and 

all the wonderful blessings to come upon us so that I 

can have more.  Okay. 

But there is a problem in that image.  Why are 

these angels going back?  That pretty much defines 

and redefines and challenges our notion of prayer and 

this table.  You see, God is not in the business of just 



dictating to us.  I wish God were so.  It would be 

better to be ruled by decree.  It's safe.  You can't 

trust us. 

God does not act by command.  God does not 

act by totalitarian instincts.  God is not dictatorial.  

See, the angels are coming up and down.  Heaven 

intends to influence earth and earth influences 

heaven.  That is why prayer is such a powerful thing.  

It is not just you being instructed by God but you 

engaging in a real conversation with God.   

This table is not a place that just simply tells us 

how life ought to be.  This table receives from us what 

we are saying about life and all the challenges that 

come our way and the triumph that comes our way.  

How much of your prayer is being in conversation with 

God?  It is to hear a word from God.  Yes, the angels 

coming down.  It is also to address the throne, 

knowing that God yields.  The Bible is full of those 

moments where God goes:  Okay, Moses, we'll do it 

your way.  Okay, Abraham, we'll do it your way, but 

you know that's not going to pay off the way you think. 

The Bible is full of heaven descending on earth 

and earth ascending to heaven and God is the image 

of the one who is in constant conversation.   

So as you hold that cup and as you start your 

prayer, I hope you will dare, and I pray you would dare 

to address the throne and to be able to hear a word 

from God and to speak a word back to God and 

somewhere in that conversation, that dialogue, that 



give and take breaks open that new possibility that 

deep down in your soul you can feel:  Surely the 

presence of God is with me right now. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Surely the Presence of the Lord.) 

>>SUE:  All are welcome at Christ's communion 

table.  May we come together humbly, quietly, and 

privileged as we share together.  Please pray with 

me. 

Dear Lord, through continual continued 

faithfulness may we be reminded during this time of 

quiet meditation and the sharing of communion that 

you are always with us.  Though we never know what 

lies ahead in our futures or what difficulties we may 

face, you will comfort us, give us peace, love, and 

direction and will always be with us.   

Bless these emblems now to our spiritual health 

as we rededicate our lives to your purpose.  In Jesus' 

name we pray.  Amen.  

CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>DONN:  The words of institution from 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I also 

handed to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 

he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread.  And when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, this is my body 

that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup also after 



supper, saying, this cup is the new covenant in my 

blood.  Do this as often as you drink it in 

remembrance of me.  For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes.  Drink ye all of it. 

>>SUE:  It's always so good being here together 

no matter how few or how many.  This week we are 

especially thankful for all those who are so willingly 

giving their time and their love in helping with Vacation 

Bible School.   

And now if you have been visiting us for a while 

and would like to become a member, please come 

forward during our closing hymn or if you prefer, you 

may speak to Simon or one of the elders privately.   

Now let's sing God of Grace and God of Glory. 

(Hymn:  God of Grace and God of Glory.) 

>>SIMON:  There is only way I know how to say 

go in peace, which is with the absolute assurance that 

God, who is present in this worship, is a God who is 

present with you in every situation and every 

circumstance that you are in.  Much depends on you 

saying:  I know you're here.   

Go in peace.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

 

  


