
>>FAY:  Good morning.  As you can see, 

it's at little bit more informal.  We just 

concluded Vacation Bible School this week, 

Passport to Peru, and so that you all have a 

chance to enjoy the hard work of a lot of our 

volunteers, we decided to keep up the 

decorations.  And so we moved some of the 

formal furniture around.  So enjoy the weird 

Sunday. 

I invite you to take a look at the back of your 

bulletin and take notice of the few 

announcements that are there.  Don't everyone 

cheer at one time, but there is no board meeting 

in August.  Okay. 

Next Sunday there will be no Summer 

Sunday School.  It is the week off.  But starting 

on Sunday, August 13th, the third module for 

Summer Sunday School will begin.  And it is all 

animal stories.  So if you have children pre-K 

through 12th grade in your life that you think 

would enjoy learning about some animal stories 

in the Bible, I invite you to invite them to Summer 

Sunday school.  It starts at 9:45 and we 

conclude about 10:30, so everyone can enjoy 

time in worship. 

I am going to invite Shari Caldarelli to come 

up and share with you an invitation to a party. 

>>SHARI:  Good morning.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Good 



morning. 

>>SHARI:  I hope all of you have one of 

these in your hand.  If not, we have some 

invitations in the back.  But my husband and I 

would like to invite you to our home for a little 

get-together with our church family.  I know on 

here it says we have a pool, and swimsuits, and I 

don't want anyone to freak out.  You don't have 

to wear your swimsuits.  The kids would 

probably love to get in the pool and wear their 

suits, and that's great.   

You can sit on the side of the pool, put your 

feet in, enjoy good company, socialize on the 

deck.  We have yard games; corn hole, maybe 

some croquet.  We have a couple of hammocks.  

You can lay in the hammock and relax.  But I 

hope that you will come out and enjoy some time 

with your church family.  It is Saturday, 

August 12, from 3:00 to 7:00.   

We will have fried chicken.  That will be 

provided as well as the drinks.  If you could just 

bring a side dish and maybe a lawn chair and 

enjoy being with your church family on that 

afternoon.  I hope you can come out to the 

house and enjoy.  

>>FAY:  One last announcement.  During 

VBS each day of the week, the children learn a 

story from the Bible and there's also an overall 

Bible point that we try to make for the -- each 



day.  So the first day is "God Gives Us 

Comfort."  The next day was "God Gives Us 

Patience."  Is that?  Yeah.  Then "God Gives 

us Peace."  And lastly, "God Gives us Love." 

So today all of the hymns that are chosen 

reflect each one of those Bible points.  So let us 

begin our time of worship by standing and 

singing our opening hymn. 

(Hymn:  He Lives!)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you 

join with me in prayer, please? 

For the beauty of the earth and for the 

beauty of the skies, Lord God Almighty, we lift 

our voices to you in prayer and praise.  On this 

beautiful morning, we praise you for the glory 

that we see each day in the growth of new 

flowers, the growth of new plants.  We praise 

you for the glory that we see in the rising of the 

sun and for the music of bird song.  So often, 

Almighty God, we make ourselves too busy with 

stuff, and we forget to look for you right in front 

of us.  Your glory is all around us. 

Almighty God, we find you in the bright 

buzzing humming bird.  We can find you in the 

graceful deer, we can find you sitting here in the 

person in front of us, the person behind us and 

the persons on either side of us.  Holy and 

gracious and glorious are you, God who is, that 

you reveal yourself to us if we only stop and 



look. 

Mother and Father of us all, I continue to 

give you thanksgiving for the gift and 

responsibility of working and teaching children.  

I thank you for their energy.  I enjoy to explore 

new ideas and meet new people.  I thank you 

for the ways they remind us, as adults, to take 

time to play and to find fun in whatever it is we 

are doing. 

Thank you for the responsibility of both 

teaching our faith story and sharing our lived 

experience so that children can find their place 

as followers of Jesus. 

God, we come to you lifting up this prayer.  

And now we come to you in a moment of silent 

prayer to lift up to you the prayers of our hearts. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear 

us as we pray the prayer that your son taught 

us, saying:  When you pray, pray like this. 

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Sam Wright of Psalm 

78.) 

(Special music by Jeehan Park.) 

>>FAY:  So before we start the video, I 

want to say a special thank you to -- where are 

you Christopher?  There you are.   

Christopher, for the last several years, has 

taken -- has taken pictures and video and then 



magically puts together a longer video for you all 

to enjoy to see what it is that goes on here 

during the week.  It is a powerful week in the 

building.   

As Donn says, he loves the energy that is 

here during the week of Vacation Bible School.  

And that's certainly the case.  So lots of energy.  

And also thank you, Christopher, for your gift of 

the video. 

(Vacation Bible School video played.) 

>>FAY:  Yes, again, thank you, 

Christopher.  Just a quick little bit before we 

get to our hymn.  The children who spoke on 

camera were 6th, 7th, and 8th graders mostly 

from the community, who we only see at 

Vacation Bible School.  A couple were our own 

kids here at Madison Avenue.   

Last week, 6th, 7th and 8th graders every 

day would hear the Bible story and they would 

go to the back of the sanctuary and they would 

cut plastic bags, plastic grocery bags and link 

them together to make plastic yarn.  So when 

you heard them use the word "plarn" that means 

plastic yarn.  And they were making plastic 

yarn, and later they learned a little bit from Sue 

how to crochet; Sue Osborne.   

The plastic yarn can be crocheted into 

mats, plastic mats, that then are given to the 

homeless so that they have a place to sleep on 



the street, that is dry, that is slightly more 

comfortable than just a hard concrete floor.   

And so the kids, the 6th, 7th and 8th 

graders really enjoyed doing that.  They found a 

lot of meaning in that experience that they were 

directly helping someone.  So that is what we 

were reflecting on in the video if you had a hard 

time understanding some of what they were 

saying.   

And also they reflected that even though 

they're 6th, 7th and 8th graders, they keep 

coming back every been single year because 

they have fun, and because they like to learn 

more about God and more about Jesus. 

So very often -- I'm included in that; I like to 

think that the 6th, 7th and 8th graders might be 

too old for this.  But they're still getting 

something out of it.  And we get something out 

of it too, because we then learn from them.  So 

now let us sing our hymn about patience. 

(Hymn:  Be Still My Soul.) 

>>SUE:  You may be seated.  As it states 

in I Peter, chapter 4, each of us should use 

whatever gifts we have received to serve others 

as faithful stewards of God's grace.  May we 

bring our offerings before the Lord with love in 

our hearts.  Please bow with me in prayer. 

Dear Lord, inspire us to discover and use 

your gifts and talents in daily service to others 



and to always do so with joy.  Stewardship is 

not simply the tithing of one's income.  It is the 

giving of our time, our strength, love, hope, 

courage, and comfort to others in their need. 

We must listen for your guidance and 

direction when sometimes all you are asking for 

is our willingness to help, though we may not 

feel qualified for the task.  As you have loaned 

us life, may we always be willing to joyfully share 

a portion with others.  In Jesus' name we pray.  

Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>FAY:  I'm not usually in this part of the 

service.  I'm usually back with the kids, and I 

suspect around about this time we're doing 

something very similar.   

When the pictures come back up, you'll 

notice two different things.  One, there is a 

semicircle of kids and we're sitting on the floor.  

And that's Children's Church, and we are having 

a feast.   

And in the other picture, which is partially 

covered, it is Jack sitting in my office using a 

story set.  And the story set is the communion 

story set where he acts out Jesus breaking the 

bread and Jesus taking the cup.  And all of our 

kids do this every week in Children's Church.  



They know what feast is.   

We heard Psalm 78:1 through 8 read 

earlier, and this is the Psalm I read during a 

child's blessing.  And most of us know enough 

about the Psalms to have -- and have enough 

understanding of literary criticism to note that 

many of the Psalms are prayers and hymns.  We 

find poetry in the words, in their construction, in 

their meter.   

And some Psalms have even become 

associated with certain times of life.  Psalm 23, 

death; psalm 139 at birth; Psalm 121 in times of 

trouble.  And still there is something more to 

the Psalms.  There are certain Psalms that 

beautifully blend both history and wisdom 

creating a cat 


