
(Opening Hymn.)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Holy, holy, holy, are you Lord God Almighty.  

We gather this morning to sing your praise and humble 

ourselves before your mystery.  We sing of your beautiful 

creation.  We sing of your power and might.  We sing of your 

call for compassion and justice.  We sing of your mercy and 

grace. 

O Lord, when we do not have the words to pray, let us 

sing you a prayer.  Source of goodness, we gather together in 

this place of worship after another harried week of work, 

routine and appointments.  Some of us come into this place 

exhausted, and some of us come into this place energized, but 

all of us come to this place to seek your word and guidance for 

our lives.  All of us come to this place because we share a 

love of Jesus and wish to share his message with the world.  

All of us come to this place because we seek Christian 

companionship for this surprising journey of life. 

Almighty God, we gave thanks for the many companions 

that we come across on this journey of life and faith.  We give 

thanks for the companions who hold our hands and offer 

consolation in the difficult times.  We give thanks for those 

companions who challenge us to grow and consider new 

perspectives.  We give thanks for those companions who 

walk with us for great distances and for those who only are 

with us for a short time. 

O God, we see companionship is relationship, and we 

see relationship in the parts of the three in one.  We pray this 

morning, Heavenly Parent, for your mercy and your 



forgiveness, for we are selfish, and there are times when we 

are called to be in relationship, to be a companion, and yet we 

choose to not walk with others in their time of need.   

We ask for your forgiveness when we are apathetic to 

the crisis of our brothers and our sisters.  We ask you to 

forgive us when we are so overwhelmed by the needs of this 

broken world that we walk away, assuming we can do nothing 

to help.  Remind us, through the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that with you we can do anything.   

O God, we pray this prayer and we also come to you to 

lift up to you the silent prayers on our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer 

that your son taught to us to pray saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading of Genesis 1:1-2:4 by Debbie 

Peterson.)  

(Special music by Coleman Itzkoff.)  

(Applause) 

>>SIMON:  Itzkoff when you are here, usually it's 

Christmas Eve, the lights are dim, it's cold outside, but to me 

feels like Christmas came early.  Thank you.  Thanks for 

being with us. 

(Applause)  

>>SIMON:  Genesis chapter 1 is not an easy piece of 

material because every time I sit and work on that stuff, I get 

caught up in questions about facts and miss the beauty of the 

truth in it.  I get into debates about what is scientific and what 

is creation, and I forget about God's sustaining creative 



power. 

So every time I get stuck and I can't get beyond the 

questions of fact, I tell myself, grow up.  Think in larger terms. 

So that's what I submit to you today, to think about 

Genesis not in terms of facts but in terms of the truth of it.  

The truth of it is that God's creative power, God's sustaining 

power is an ongoing creative work.  God's creative work did 

not begin and end in Genesis.  God's creative work is 

ongoing, and God continues to speak to the world into an 

ongoing act of creation.   

If God were not to be in the ongoing act of creation, this 

world would be in a bigger mess than we could ever imagine.  

And it is to that understanding that I hope that we will see 

Genesis chapter 1, it's poetry, it's romance, it's beauty and the 

nature of God that is being revealed. 

If you really want to figure out about the facts of 

creation, figure this one out, there are two creation stories in 

Genesis.  So go read that up. 

God's ongoing act of creation that sustains, heals, and 

continues to help creation evolve in so many different ways.  

But for us to get there, that's why I picked the reading out of 

RSV instead of the New Revised Standard Version, because 

the New Revised Standard Version moves to a more prose 

opening.   

In the beginning God.  In the beginning God created. 

Can you imagine?  I guess much of our anxiety, much of 

our alienation, much of our restlessness, much of why we have 

sleepless nights is because that piece is missing in our live:  

In the beginning god. 



Much of the time for us it is all about how we can create 

and manage and manipulate life, how we, with our own 

capacity and savviness can make things work and that is why 

restlessness, that is why alienation, that is why the capacity to 

hoard and that is why there is lack of neighbor.  But once you 

invoke thou, in the beginning God. 

You see, failures would be permanent, losses would 

sustain if there isn't God's creative work that is -- that is at play 

in our lives.  And that play is not possible if we do not invoke 

that line in our lives to be an existing part, which is:  In the 

beginning God.   

Can you imagine what the day would be like if you began 

your day by knowing and starting your day with the awareness 

that in the beginning God, and that God continues to speak the 

world into sustainment and into ongoing creation and wants to 

hold the beauty that God intended for this world to be. 

In the beginning God.  So every time you fumble -- I 

don't know how the Bengals are going to do this year.  But 

every time you fumble, every time you feel that things may or 

may not hold together, I would like for you to run back that 

phrase.  It is not you.  It is not all the wrong that comes 

towards you.  It is not all the enemies imagined and real.  It is 

not your folly.  In the beginning God. 

Every time we look at the world in ways that are so 

divided, it is important for us to notice that we are not the ones 

who orchestrate life and who orders the destiny of history.  In 

the beginning God. 

It is so difficult, you know, it's so difficult.  I'm someone 

who lives with these texts constantly, but it's important that in 



every situation, particularly that guy who cuts in front of me, 

for me to remember that:  In the beginning God.  And nothing 

can take away that central fact and that central faith emphasis 

about life.   

All these other things that come at me only makes me 

more defensive, put up walls, and start thinking in terms of my 

own making unless I forget:  In the beginning God. 

It goes on.  It is because in the beginning God had a 

creative word, and we know that God's creative word is active 

in history.  Even today we know that life continues to evolve.  

And anything that we see today that is so devastating will not 

have power and dominion over us because God's creative 

power and God's creative work is ongoing.   

In the beginning God.  What a beautiful phrase.  I hope 

that will be part of your meditative life.  I hope that it will be 

the opening salvo when you begin to pray.  In the beginning 

God.  I hope that that would be the point of reconciliation 

when you see yourself in adversarial position with anything 

that comes by you, because, by me, yes, it is adversarial.  But 

in the beginning God.  Because this world, this life, my 

making, it is not my own.   

It belongs to the one who created and who continues to 

create, and you and I are part of this creative energy that God 

once initiated.  That is what Genesis says.  God initiated the 

kind of creative energy and we're all there.  And those of us 

who realize and who know about God's call to ongoing, 

sustaining life become aware of the wonder and awe of how 

God works.   

In the beginning God.  You know, I always used to think 



when I was very young -- there are people who used to say, 

well, things are going to h-e, double scribble, in a basket.  All 

the good days are way back.  Today's generation, look at 

them, they're squandering it.  I don't know what is going to 

become of tomorrow, because I don't think this generation can 

take care of things. 

I heard that when I was a kid.  And then I am seeing a 

generation move and no, the world is not getting any worse.  I 

would say it's getting better.  And then I'll getting old.  So 

every now and then I have this temptation to say the good old 

days and what's going to happen for tomorrow.  We forget 

that tomorrow belongs to God and not to you or I.  And the 

present belongs to God.  And all we have to do is to live in the 

fullness of God's awareness.  In the beginning God.   

Listen to that Genesis story.  It is a phenomenal piece 

of poetry.  I want you to go read it.  Forget about the two 

creation stories.  That will puzzle you and you'll get back to 

the fact questions.  Read that, the poetry of it.  And God 

found it to be good.  So whenever you are thinking all the 

good old days are in the past, the future looks bleak, God 

found it to be good, and God will continue to find it to be good 

and you and I, if we can see that God finds things to be good, 

we start walking in the direction of good instead of damning 

and condemning the world and condemning and damning 

ourselves as well.   

God found it to be good.  This God is not a prose God.  

Sometimes yes, God speaks in plain, loud voices.  But in 

Genesis, there is a romantic God. 

I know the practical God needs to create day and night.  



Did you see that meeting.  And it was morning and it was 

evening.  And God found it to be good.  It is repetitious.  It 

was morning and it was evening.  Why would God want to 

create evening.  There is no practical aspect of evening. 

Isn't it amazing?  And that refrain always comes to the 

end of the day and God found it to be good.  It was morning, 

and it was evening.  I suspect that morning and evening is an 

ongoing ritual in God's world because I suspect in the evening 

God just recollects all that is happening and all that has 

happened.  And in the cool of the evening, God walks the 

garden and rejoices over all the beauty of it.  Hmm. 

You know, when we cast God's world in such bleak and 

dark terms, we forget that in the cool of the evening God 

watches over all the good and rejoices over all the good.  

Much of it depends on if you and I are part of God's creative 

energy and part of the good that happens.  And we are 

noticed in the evening.   

Sometimes our prayers are prayers to this practical 

God about boo-boos about this thing falling off, or that thing 

not working.  I don't know how much of a romance we have in 

our prayers and how much of a romance when we relate to 

God.   

It was morning, and it was evening.  And it was another 

day.  And God found it to be good.  Wow.  How beautiful.  

Evening. 

Can you picture God walking in the cool of the evening?  

Bruce is not here, so somebody else help me.  George Coats, 

professor of Old Testment Lexington Theological Seminary.  

Thank you.  Dr. Coats would say that the truth of Genesis 



story is it's beautiful.  And that is why it is so true. 

If it was ugly, if it was devastating, I would dismiss it.  It 

is beautiful.  And he says, what is so beautiful about this.  In 

the cool of the evening, God would just walk with creation.  In 

the cool of the evening.  In the garden God would just walk 

with creation.  And that is the kind of intimacy God intends to 

have with you and I, in the cool of the evening, taking a walk.   

I don't know how often we see our walk with God as a 

walk in the cool of the evening and talking about stuff.  Not 

about all the awful things.  You need to do that, too, but about 

all the beauty that surrounds, all the hopeful things that have 

come our way, all the surprises that God held in store, all the 

unknowns about tomorrow that never became a disaster but 

becomes hopeful signs of life.  And we discover about 

ourselves more than what we could have ever imagined for it 

to be, in the cool of the evening. 

Go read Genesis.  It's a beautiful piece of material.  

And then it goes on, all about work.  The work of the labor of 

your hands, the work of your heart, the work of your head.  All 

of it we often think is our own, that we have made the right 

choices and we hold on to the choices we have made.  We 

forget that all the work in whatever manifestation it comes to 

us is God's gift, from raising children to planting garden to 

flying airplanes to all of what we do is God's gift. 

And Genesis talks about a working God, that work was 

God's gift.  God created this.  God did this.  God did that.  

And if that's all it is, yeah, exhaustive.  And on the seventh day 

God rested.  How -- what was that all about?  Why would God 

need to rest?   



It is to institute the Sabbath.  And God rested -- get this.  

God rested to tell us that rest is what God intends for us and 

rest is God's gift to us.  So keep the Sabbath. 

That's not easy business.  I don't know about you, but 

the most difficult thing for me in life is to do that rest part.  I'm 

not talking about rest on a vacation, no.  Because you go a 

vacation, it could be pretty stressful.  And they mess up your 

booking and all kinds of stuff can happen.  And you go to the 

restaurant, and you may not have a good person waiting on 

you.  No, vacation rest is not what I'm talking about.  I'm 

talking about rest.   

Brueggemann suggests that Sabbath is about the one 

who made heaven and earth, who can relinquish the 

managerial function of life and rest.  You and I are incapable 

of rest because we are so much in control of everything. 

And it takes a person of faith to be able to say:  I am not 

the ultimate manager of life, God controls life, God authors 

life, God has life in God's possession and therefore, I can let 

go of the managerial task of life and rest. 

It doesn't happen overnight.  It's like jazz.  You need to 

get the beat.  And as you keep going, you get the beat, it 

becomes part of your life to be able to rest, to be able to hand 

over all the managerial function back to the one who is the 

source of everything and to be able to rest. 

That is the institution of Sabbath.  The more and more 

our life gets sophisticated, the more and more we get actively 

engaged, it is difficult for us to distance ourselves from being 

the creator of everything.  And we are incapable of resting.  

We are incapable of relinquishing the managerial task of life.  



And for us to get there, to be able to have Sabbath, to have 

rest, to see what God created to be good, to have an evening 

walk with God, all of it hinges on just one thing:  In the 

beginning God. 

To God the honor, power, glory, and majesty, now and 

forever more.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn.) 

>>PAM:  Please be seated.  All should give as they are 

able according to the blessing of the Lord, your God, which he 

has given you.  Dueteronomy chapter 16, verse 17.  May the 

presentation of our gifts today be in keeping with the teaching 

of this text.  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, we acknowledge you as our only God, 

and praise your majesty.  Our hearts are filled with joy at the 

awesome wonder and beauty of your creation.  What amazing 

gifts you have bestowed upon us.  We want to thank you for 

them, our sharing with others what we have been so fortunate 

to receive.   

We ask for your blessings upon each person here, and 

for this place where we meet in the name of your Son Jesus to 

spread your message of love.  We also ask for wisdom and 

guidance in the use of our gifts of time, talent, and treasure so 

that we may best serve you and glorify your holy name.  In 

Christ's name we pray.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake 

of the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and 



the cup that we share. 

It was Youth Sunday.  And, you know, how in churches 

there are all kinds of creative ideas that flow and one person 

comes with one creative idea, and another person adds one 

more.  I may see some of that in board meeting downstairs 

later. 

So it was Youth Sunday.  And the Youth Group wanted 

to bake bread and serve that hot bread for communion.  

Sounded very nice, you know, bread, work of human hands, 

Creator's creative power.  So somebody comes up with a 

better idea, says why would we do the worship in the 

sanctuary; let's go to the Fellowship Hall, do the worship in the 

Fellowship Hall and the kitchen is right there.  The kids can 

keep baking bread and the smell of baking bread would add to 

the worship service.  It'll be a beautiful Youth Sunday.   

Okay.  Let's take the worship downstairs.  So they 

went to the Fellowship Hall.  Worship -- you know, how people 

like solemn worship.  So worship begins.  And the kids begin 

to bake bread in the Fellowship Hall.  And before long they 

break into a food fight.  They start throwing flour at each 

other.  The flour is flying out of the kitchen into the Fellowship 

Hall.  Young people starting old.  There is laughter and shout 

and all this very pious people didn't know how to handle it.  To 

get to a worst time it was a communion and the minister does 

not know what to do.  There is flour is flying out of the kitchen 

and kids are having a food fight.  They are throwing dough 

balls at each other. 

The minister puts aside the manuscript of the meditation 

and said:  This is precisely why we need communion, not in 



the absence of chaos, not in the absence of confusion, not just 

when everything is solemn, not when everything is so orderly, 

but in the midst of life and all the moving parts and all the 

chaos, you want to put the table smack in the middle of that.  

And you want to celebrate God's presence in the midst of the 

chaos of life.  And you begin to see God's creative power 

start moving.  And we start making sense out of the chaos.  

And we start seeing life just fall back in place.   

All of that is possible if we invoke God's presence in the 

midst of all of the jangled discords of life.  You need 

communion in the midst of chaos of life, and the only way to 

restore life back to where you can comprehend and you can 

be in the presence of everything is to do this, is to once again 

speak to your heart and remind yourself:  In the beginning 

God. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

>>LINDA:  This is the Lord's table.  All who wish to 

come to it are welcome.  Will you pray with me for the 

elements? 

O God, the God of the beginning, the God of now, the 

God of always, we come to this table given to us, given for us.  

You have told us that whenever we meet here in Christ's name, 

that Christ will be in our midst.  We pray that this bread and 

this cup nourish our spirits in your spirit.  We ask this in 

Jesus' name.  Amen. 

>>PAM:  For I have received from the Lord what I also 

handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when he 

was betrayed, took a loaf of bread.  And when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said:  This is my body that is for you.  



Do this in remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup also after supper, 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as 

often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes.  Let us drink the cup together. 

>>LINDA:  Every week here at Madison Avenue 

Christian Church we extend an invitation to anyone who has 

have been visiting with us who feels like they would like to 

formally become a part of this congregation.  If this is the 

morning that you wish to do that, we invite you to come 

forward during the singing of our closing hymn or you may 

speak with one of the ministers or one of the elders at your 

convenience.  Let us sing our closing hymn. 

>>SIMON:  Even this shall pass.  Those of you who are 

visiting with us, our music minister Bruce Kintner will be back 

next Sunday and our congregational singing will be 

dramatically better.  So hang in there.   

Go in peace.  Because in the beginning God.  In the 

present God.  In the future belongs to God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


