
  

>>FAY:   

I'm going to invite our class of 2017 graduates forward. 

If you would stand up here awkwardly.  This morning 

we are fortunate to have with us Autumn Hornbeck, who just 

graduated from Simon Kenton High School.  She is the great 

granddaughter of Harold Hornbeck.  Grant couldn't be with 

us.  We have Logan Pernell who is the great grandson of 

Harold Hornbeck.  Logan just finished Scott High school.  

We have Dr. Jonathan Manker, who just finished at the 

University of California Berkeley.   

So if you would just briefly share with us what your next 

step is.  So Autumn. 

>>AUTUMN:  I'm going to be a 911 dispatcher. 

>>LOGAN:  Going to Thomas More College to play 

baseball.  

>>FAY:  Going to Thomas More College to play 

baseball. 

>>JONATHAN:  I will be teaching next year for one 

year. 

>>FAY:  Jonathan will be teaching for one year at Yale 

University.  He's already working on that teacher voice. 

I am going to offer a blessing upon our graduates.  

Soon I'll invite you, the congregation, to participate in a liturgy 

that will be available to read on the screen.   

As we are gathered here today covenanted through 

confessions of faith and baptism, to journey together on this 

long crazy road of life, we have the opportunity to celebrate 

with some of our young brothers and sisters in Christ as they 



have reached a new milestone, graduation. 

As these young brothers and sisters prepare for the 

next steps in their journey, we again offer words of assurance 

and we covenant that we will walk with you no matter what life 

brings.  Whether we live next door or whether we live half way 

around the world, we walk with you in prayer, with our hopes, 

and in our commitment to support you no matter what. 

And so you congregation, I invite you to participate in 

the liturgy found on the screens. (Liturgy on Screen) 

>>FAY:  I invite the elders of our congregation to come 

forward as we offer a blessing. 

If you would like to lay your hands gently.  We're 

Pentecostal this morning, laying on of hands.  I'm going to 

offer you a blessing, and then I'm going to anoint you with oil.  

I invite you to receive this blessing and ready yourselves to go 

into the world.   

May you have the commitment to go into the world being 

led by the Holy Spirit of hope and imagination to see the gifts 

and achievements of the almighty creator called out of you.  

May you have the courage to live your impossible dreams so 

that they may become possible.  May you also have the 

courage not to look back because you are confident that the 

source of all creation will use you in a mighty way for the 

purpose to which you are called.   

As you go forth, put into practice the accumulated 

knowledge that you have achieved.  Go forth with your head 

in the clouds of ambition towards making life better for all as 

well as for yourself.  Go forth with your feet firmly planted on 

the solid ground plowed by your family friends and teachers of 



your faith and community.  Go to heights quite beyond your 

present capabilities as you follow the lead of God who gives 

faith, wisdom, forgiveness, understanding and blessings. 

Go, knowing that you have received today this blessing 

that it is yours and nothing, absolutely nothing can separate 

you from the God who has known you since before you were 

knit together in your mother's womb.  Go in peace, knowing 

that this community of faith, these brothers and sisters of 

Christ go with you.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(The graduates were anointed with oil by Reverend 

Fay.) 

>>FAY:  I give these devotionals to carry with you in 

your new journey of life. 

(Applause).  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Praise the Lord, O my soul.  Praise the Lord, 

all who are gathered here.  Let us praise the Lord God today 

and every day as long as we live on this earth.  For it is the 

almighty who created all we see, and it was the almighty who 

set everything into motion. 

It is in God's image that we are made.  It is God who is 

merciful and forgiving of our many sins.  It is God who seeks 

to be in relationship with us, even when we turn away and say 

we do not believe.  It is God who has provided everything we 

have, and it is only God who knows why some are born with 

more than others. 

It is only God who knows why bad things happen to 

good people, and good things happen to bad people.  For God 



is the only judge of this world and the next that truly matters.  

It is God who calls us through the prophets and finally in the 

life of Jesus to be instruments of healing and peace. 

For all of this, we praise you, Lord, this day and every 

day.  For our earthly fathers and for the men who have been 

like fathers to us when our own fathers weren't able, Lord, we 

give you praise.  For the men who desperately desire to be 

fathers but for so many reasons are unable, O God, we lift 

them up to you. 

Holy One, as we enter into this time of worship, we calm 

our minds, we calm our bodies.  We take a deep breath and 

let go of the frustrations of this morning and of the last week.  

We let go of our to-do list for this afternoon and the week to 

come.  We open our wounded, vulnerable hearts to you, 

knowing that you alone can heal them and make them whole. 

O God, on this morning we pray for those who are sick, 

mentally, physically, and spiritually.  We pray for the families 

and the caregivers of those who are sick.  We lift up to you 

those who are imprisoned or institutionalized.  We pray for 

those in refugee camps and those who are displaced by 

disaster, whether manmade or natural.  We pray for those 

who we call leaders at every level.  And we continue to pray 

for those who serve to protect us both near and far. 

And now, God, we come to you whispering the silent 

prayers of our hearts. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers, and hear the prayer 

that your son taught us: 

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.) 



(Special music by Jennifer King.)  

>>SIMON:  Jennifer, thank you for being with us again 

and for adding to the experience of our worship in such 

beautiful ways.  Thank you. 

I wish all the men of the church Happy Father's Day.  

And I pray that this day and every day will be blessings in your 

life.  I did that because I see the brand new groom sitting 

there, Christopher Manker. 

I have been taught well and I stay true to everything that 

I have been taught, and what I have been taught is going to 

please you enormously today because what I have been told is 

on days such as today, being Father's Day, the best sermon is 

a short sermon. 

People have plans for lunch.  They are listening to what 

you are talking about, they are thinking:  I hope I make it in 

time.  You will make it in time.   

Today's material is not just a text about what happened 

way back then when Jesus invited the disciples to follow Jesus 

and outlined what the mission and purpose of this Jesus 

movement is going to be.  It is also a text that continues to 

remind the church and every person of faith who responds to 

this call to be a disciple and to be the bearer of the good news 

of Jesus Christ in word, if necessary, but always in action. 

What you heard today read is just half of what the 

Lectionary is.  I just gave you half, so the rest of the text I will 

outline the way that I would like for you to hear it, so you just 

don't hear the real truth about that material.   

Jesus begins by outlining what Jesus wants to do.  The 

way Matthew constructs that material is brilliant.  He does go 



not and start talking about all the 12 disciples.  He goes on to 

say this is what Jesus did.  Jesus went around the 

synagogues and spoke and Jesus proclaimed the good news.   

And if you read carefully, the commentary comes after.  

Jesus proclaimed the good news.  He healed.  He comforted.  

He lifted people's spirits.  He bound folks together who were 

divided.  He gave hope.  And most importantly, he reminded 

everyone that the kingdom is at hand, the kingdom is present, 

that hope in the world, joy in your life is not something that is 

so distant where you have to guess and wonder whether it 

would have become a reality in your life.  It is here.  And 

that's what Jesus started talking.  And then Jesus invites all 

these disciples to be followers. 

Get this.  And Jesus says, the harvest is plentiful, the 

laborers are few.  So pray to the Lord of the harvest so that 

we would have more people to work in God's kingdom. 

Usually this has become a recruiting tool.  I don't think 

that line is meant to be a recruiting tool so that you go and 

beat people up on the head and say, we need more laborers, 

which is true, we need more. 

But what it tells us, those of us who have become 

disciple followers of Jesus, those of us who have taken it upon 

ourselves to be the good news of Jesus Christ, a church such 

as Madison Avenue Christian Church when everybody would 

talk about what you hope for yourself, would continue to think 

about what we are going to do to make a good impact in the 

name of Jesus of Nazareth in this community, what it tells us is 

this. 

It is not about recruitment.  It is about the harvest 



belongs to God.  The harvest belongs to God.  How the 

kingdom is going to be experienced, who is going to be the 

ones who will experience the kingdom, how successful would 

all our efforts be, would joy and harmony just knock at the 

doors of everyone we get in touch with.   

If this is our anxiety and we sit and work on strategies, I 

want you to think about this.  The harvest belongs to God.  It 

is not ourselves.  Our job is to continue to sow seeds 

wherever we are.  Our job is to take the gospel and try to give 

an expression in a world that needs it without the kind of 

anxiety as how would the outcome be.   

I say that this but tomorrow morning I will start doing 

outcome based programming.  See, here we can talk in terms 

of faith, then we can get into our practical lives.   

I would like for the church to remember, I would like for 

people of faith to remember that the harvest belongs to God.  

How wonderful would the blossom of the kingdom be, how 

much would people taste and know that God is good, to what 

extent would how we proclaim the gospel in word and action 

have an impact.  That is God's work.  My work, your work, 

our work is to continue to be the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Often we say, don't ask the question what is in this for 

me.  True.  Because if we keep asking the question, what is 

in this for me, then we fall into the same pattern of constantly 

being preoccupied with me.  And when I get preoccupied 

with myself, I wear blinds and there is no thought about what 

happens around, and I'm so self-absorbed and so protected.  

And I put up barriers and raise walls and boundaries and it is 

always about survival, protection, and wondering and 



worrying about myself. 

But not in this text.  Jesus answers what about me in 

the most beautiful way, and that what-about-me response that 

Jesus comes up with is about the church as well.  The part of 

the text you did not hear is this.  So Jesus after calling the 

disciples, after telling them what the good news is -- oh, can I 

pause for a second? 

Today in the name of witnessing to Jesus, such harsh, 

such divisive, such hatred is being spewed.  One has to 

wonder in the name of Jesus of Nazareth what is being said, 

does it match what Jesus did.   

Jesus pretty much says what the good news is and what 

it is we've been called to witness, to be a healing presence, a 

reconciling presence a hopeful presence, a joy spreading 

presence, not division, not darkness, not hatred. 

So Jesus, after giving an outline, does this.  Scares me 

when I read this, and I hope the board does not read this text.  

That's why I took it out because then there will not be a salary 

package for the minister, no pension plan, nothing. 

Jesus says to the disciples, when Jesus sends them into 

town, don't take any money with you, don't ask money for what 

you do, because what you do has been given to you already.  

Jesus is talking about the power that Jesus has entrusted in 

every person of faith.  Just don't take anything.  Just go to 

the people and they'll take care of you. 

They'll take care of you.  When a home invites you, 

bless them.  If they reject you, dust your feet and walk away.  

The ones you bless will be blessed.  The ones you don't, too 

bad. 



That's what Jesus is saying.  I submit to you what Jesus 

is talking about is not so much to throw us out in places where 

we are restlessly worried about our own existence.  What 

Jesus is saying is this.  I am not sending you.  The disciple 

congregation we believe in priesthood of all believers.   

Those of us who embrace the act of priestliness and 

those of us in a church that believes that our purpose is to 

continue to be the good news of Jesus Christ, what Jesus is 

saying by this text is don't be anxious about what you are 

going to eat and what you are going to wear.  Don't keep 

thinking about church budget in terms of a rainy day, because 

the one who sends you will provide.  The one who has called 

you by name to be the good news of Jesus Christ will never let 

you alone.  If you have put your life out to be the one who will 

be the witness to Jesus Christ, there will never be a time when 

you would be filled with anxiety of your own. 

Jesus is not talking in noncaring way.  Jesus talks in 

terms of caring ways.  For those of us who have put our lives 

out to be a kingdom people, what Jesus says is, God notices 

and God will provide and if there is a rejection, the rejection is 

not about you.  The rejection is about the one who sent you.  

Church, Madison Avenue Christian Church continues to be a 

witness to that fact of the Bible. 

I remember when finances were pretty tight, and I don't 

mean to say it's not now, so don't stop giving.  But finances 

were pretty tight.  And we did Monday night dinner.  And the 

board with such an embrace added one more dinner.  It 

should be the other way around.  The first thing that should 

have happened is let's cut that Monday night dinner, it's 



starting to cost us too much money.   

No, what we did was we added another day, 

Wednesday.  And then we were crazy enough to start 

thinking about what are we going to do next; Samaritan Car 

Care program.  What are we going to do next?  Every time 

the question is, what are we going to do next, not because 

there is a surplus in the budget; there is always a need, there 

is always a worry about the roof, there's always a worry about 

the parking lot, there is always a worry about maintenance.   

But Madison Avenue continues to think about how we 

can continue to grow to be the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Why?  I think in the most mysterious way we have understood 

that, like disciples, God has called this church for a purpose, 

to be a transforming presence.  We have also understood 

this.  That since God has called us to be the good news, and 

since we have said yes, we are here, O God, we will not sit and 

wonder and think if there is enough money for us to do the 

kind of programming that we intend to do. 

Anytime I'm anywhere and of course -- what else do I do, 

talk about Madison Avenue Christian Church.  And when I tell 

them what we do, we fed over 2,000 people.  There are 19 

cars that are on the road because of Samaritan Car Care 

program, health care clinic.  I can keep on going.   

And usually the response is, that must be a big church.  

Well, there's nothing small about a church.  But I would often 

wonder, yeah, our appetite and our dream it is really 

humongous.  How crazy would we be to think that somehow 

we can embark on this kind of a mission?  Yeah. 

We need to continue to do this.  And we'll do more 



because now we have added transitional housing.  And 

hopefully the transitional housing program would grow to be 

more and more and more.  Why?  I truly believe God has 

called us by name.  I truly believe that every time we take a 

step in faith to be the good news of Jesus Christ, God 

continues to provide.  And I truly believe that our true joy in 

being a church is not to do all numerical analysis but to just 

simply think about us reminding people that the kingdom of 

God is near.   

So Madison Avenue we'll continue to be the good news 

of Jesus Christ, and we'll continue to pray and increase our 

appetite way beyond our own cognitive recognition.  And we 

will continue to rejoice because this God who has called us by 

name would continue to strengthen us, provide us, and grant 

us the joy that we cannot harness by ourselves, so help us 

God. 

To God the honor, power, glory, majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>DAVID:  Please be seated.  As I was preparing this 

prayer for the dedication of our gifts the other night, a 

Christmas story came on the TV.  And I'm thinking, what?  

This is the middle of -- almost July.  Then panic ensued and I 

looked at the calendar and I found that there were only 189 

days left until Christmas. 

Christmas is about gifts and about giving, so it does 

lead to this time in our service when we give thanks for our 

blessings the Lord has given us and ask for his blessings on 

our gifts.   

We have many things to be thankful for at Madison 



Avenue Christian Church.  The generous gifts of time talents 

and treasure are important for sure.  But the one thing I am 

most grateful for is the wonderful friends we all have to share 

the experience. 

Let us pray.  Lord, thank you for the MACC experience, 

for the congregation, and the staff that make MACC a special 

place.  May we always be mindful of the gifts of your son and 

his sacrifice for our salvation.  Please bless our offerings.  

May the Holy Spirit guide us to use them effectively in your 

name.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake 

in the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and 

the cup that we share.  Do this in remembrance of me.  It is 

not just way back then when Christ called people and hearts 

were moved and people yielded their lives to the kingdom 

purpose and found great joy and blessing in their lives.   

It is not just way back then.  This story repeats itself.  

You know why?  Because deep within we know a thing.  

Deep within we know that in Christ there is fullness of life and 

that is why the church continues to find people who would give 

of themselves. 

It happens here over and over again.  Shadyside, Ohio, 

straight out of seminary I am.  And after a while, the town was 

hit by a major flood.  22 people died.  200 and some homes 

were lost.  It is right across from the mayor's office.  We're 

talking about 37 years ago, a small town. 

So media cameras, I am there, the mayor is there.  And 



all these volunteers want to come and help, the Amish, the 

Mennonites, local volunteers, Reform Church of America.  

And the press asks the question.  All these people are 

coming, and how are you going to house and feed them? 

See then I did not know how to do this strategic 

planning.  I was dumb, straight out of seminary.  So I said, 

don't worry about that, the church will take care of it.  Oh, 

boy. 

So that sounded good.  Everybody went home.  I 

came, sat in the office, scratching my head, wondering how 

we are going to do this.  So that evening we got all the 

members, the board members, everyone is sitting.  We said, 

we need to build this community back, 200 and some homes 

we can rebuild.  All the folks who want to help us.   

First Christian Church, we should be feeding the 

volunteers.  How many volunteers?  You know there's always 

that voice.  How many volunteers are we talking about?  Oh, 

about 40, 45 a day.  That's it?  Nobody is talking. 

Mary Rodifer.  Every church has a saint Like her.  

Mary was sitting there and breaks the silence and says:  Well, 

Simon, if we can get enough sandwich meat and if we can get 

all the stuff we need to make sandwiches and if you put a table 

out there and put a chair behind it, I can sit and make oh, 70, 

80 sandwiches a day.  And we can continue to feed these 

people sandwiches and potato chips and potato salad. 

One by one people started saying, I can come help, I 

can do this.  We started feeding people, volunteers.  It went 

way beyond 45.  There were weekends it was 70, 75.  All the 

local churches started pitching in.  The grocery store started 



giving us free food.  It went beyond sandwiches.  It become 

hot meals and everybody become a gourmet chef.  They are 

making fancy food.   

You know that First Christian Church Shadyside fed 

volunteers for a whole year and because that church 

coordinator put forth the effort, 200 and some homes were 

rebuilt within the year. 

You see, that is not possible by any strategic planning.  

It is possible because God moves hearts.  And it is possible 

because the harvest belongs to God.  It is possible because 

across the ages people of faith have known one thing, that you 

say yes to God, and your life is changed forever before you 

can make a difference elsewhere.   

That is what this table says.  It is in the present, it is 

today, and it is always.  God grants joy to those who spread 

joy.  The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.  

>>BRUCE:  All are welcome at Christ's table.  Shall we 

pray together? 

Dear God, we offer our thanks for your gift of love and 

your gift of life.  We gather around this table to celebrate a 

special life, the life of Jesus Christ.  May these emblems 

remember us that Christ calls us to be the good news and love 

our neighbor as ourselves.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>DAVID:  Hear now the words of institution from Mark.  

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, gave a 

prayer of thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples.  Take it, 

he said, this is my body.   



Then he took a cup and gave thanks to God and handed 

it to them.  And they all drank from it.  Jesus said, this is my 

blood which is poured out for many, my blood which seals 

God's covenant.  I tell you I will never again drink this wine 

until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.  

Drink ye all of it. 

>>BRUCE:  Madison Avenue Christian Church takes to 

heart love God, love neighbor.  If you have been searching for 

a church home where you can also be the good news of Jesus 

Christ, we invite you to come forward during the singing of our 

final hymn.  You are always welcome also to speak with 

Simon, Fay, or one of the elders.  So let us stand and sing our 

closing hymn together.  

>>SIMON:  I told you congregational singing would get 

better next Sunday.  And now go in peace.  Be the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  The promise of the gospel is your cup 

will overflow, goodness and mercy will follow you every day of 

your life.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.  

  


