
 

>>SIMON:  Some of you were rejoicing 

and throwing parties this week because 

Monday evening I lost my voice completely.  

And there were folks who were talking to 

me this morning:  You don't have a voice.  

No, I have a voice.  There is going to be a 

sermon.  So here we are.   

Texts like what you heard today, we 

cannot just read that material and pretend 

like it does not assault us, because it does.  

We have been sensitized by truths that are 

self-evident.  It has shaped our values, our 

convictions.  It's such an integral part of 

who we are as individuals and as a nation.   

We believe that all are created equal.  

We believe that freedom, liberty are God 

given rights.  We believe that our purpose 

is to continue to lift up those truths that are 

self-evident and spread them with joy and 

practice that in our life.   

It is self-evident because it stems 

straight out of Biblical faith that God create 

the world, found it to be good.  God's 

created us all in God's very own image.  

And it is such an intrinsic part of who we 

are.  It is our DNA.   

So a text like today just simply cannot 

be accepted as something there.  We need 



to be assaulted and offended by it, and we 

need to think as to how those things are 

being cast.  But you know as well as I do 

that the scripture is not about human folly 

or temptation to justify our limitations and 

our propensity to be self-serving.   

Biblical faith is essentially, 

fundamentally about God and that is how 

we go through with this material and try 

and see how God is revealed in the 

scripture and not just take some of the 

material that is really offensive.   

You see, in what you heard today there 

is a lot of code language.  It does not 

bother folks who are the narrators then 

about master and slave and this Egyptian 

woman Hagar and her son, who is not even 

mentioned by name in this text.  It does not 

matter.   

It seems like they are disposable.  

They can be thrown out, and it really does 

not offend anybody.  Nobody is raising a 

hue and cry about it.  So let me catch up 

with this material.  Hmm.  There are 

children in the house. 

Abraham has no children.  Sarah 

says, okay, Abraham you can have a child 

with the slave woman.  And she -- Hagar 

and Abraham have a child Ishmael.  



Ishmael grows up.  Then you know Sarah 

has a child, Isaac.  And Isaac has been 

weaned.   

Look at the contrast of this story.  The 

narrator sets us up.  Isaac has been 

weaned, and there is a huge banquet.  And 

everybody comes.  And everybody is up at 

this banquet.  And it is a big feast.  There 

is no mention of Hagar or Ishmael, who is 

going nameless in this text, in the banquet.   

What it says:  Ishmael and Isaac were 

playing.  There are commentators who are 

trying to play with that world "playing."  

There are some translations that would 

read Isaac and Ishmael laughed together.  

That's still a word play.  "Laugh," that 

same word "laugh" could also mean mock.  

And when you see laughter in this 

particular narration it is the laughter of 

Sarah when she was told you are going to 

conceive a child and you are 90 years old.   

But the real fact is the play.  Ishmael 

and Isaac are cousins.  Ishmael and Isaac, 

the cousins, they played together.  It did 

not affect them about all the other stuff that 

was being cooked up in the banquet in the 

lobby.  They were just playing.   

Sarah thinks:  That inheritance only 

belongs to Isaac, it cannot go to Ishmael.  



And the tragedy unfolds of historic 

proportion.  You and I may want to wonder 

how God let it happen, but this is how 

history evolves, that we human partners 

continue to cause disaster after disaster.   

Hagar gets kicked out.  Abraham is all 

worked up about it, about kicking Ishmael 

away.  But Abraham engages in 

justification theory.  He somehow hears 

this voice that he attributes to God and he 

tells himself, don't worry about it, let the 

boy go.  Catch that.  Let the boy go.  I'll 

take care of him.   

Oh, can I pause here for a moment?  It 

is not just way then, but across history and 

even now self-serving purposes would be 

spoken of and would be promoted in the 

name of God.  And God's name would be 

invoked and people like us who have been 

sensitized by the thought of self-evident 

truth that all are created equal -- I'm not 

going to give up -- all are created, we would 

have to sit and wonder:  Would that really 

be what God would say?   

That is not the God that we know 

about.  We have to question.  Otherwise 

we tend to buy every propaganda that is 

self-serving to be of divine origin.   

Abraham still has to do a little 



Band-Aid.  He just simply cannot throw 

Ishmael and Hagar away.  So what 

Abraham does is, he packs a little bread, 

Wonder bread, and gives a can of water 

and sends them away.   

Did Abraham not know that if he just 

sent them away they are going to die in the 

desert?  No, he could not overcome his 

own self-interest.  Often when we turn 

away from things that are so difficult that is 

beyond our comprehension that is so 

awesomely bad, when we turn away we 

may be acting out of the same factor that 

we will not take a stand and stand and say:  

No, that will not hold because we believe in 

a God who created us all equal.   

Hagar and Ishmael are sent away.  

Catch the tragedy.  It is of epic proportion.  

They are out in the wilderness.  They run 

out of bread and water.  The boy is about 

to die.  In the Ancient Near East the 

wilderness is marked by extreme heat.  If 

you think planes would not land in Phoenix 

Arizona, think of this desert.   

And the boy is going to die.  Hagar 

cannot take that.  She can not even face it.  

She puts the boy out there and won't turn in 

that direction because she knows the child 

is going to die.   



Folks, do we experience moments like 

that in our lives?  All of us have had an 

experience with that.  There is a situation 

that is so painful we don't even know how 

the future would unpack and reveal itself.  

We do not know what would become of the 

situation and how it would affect us and our 

loved one.  And we can't even face it so 

what we tend to do is put it at a distance 

and kind of turn away and get absorbed in 

our own limitation and lack of imagination 

and lack of courage.  And what we do is 

engage in the kind of systematic analysis 

that leads us to think:  Somehow I have to 

accept this.   

Oh, there are times that is true, but not 

always.  It is simply because that is our 

propensity that the pain is too much.  In 

our own limited capacity we cannot 

navigate our way through it.  And so what 

we do is we just simply cast it aside, 

pretend like it does not exist and say how 

God will take care of it.   

God will not take care of it until you and 

I are willing to face it.  And that is true in 

our personal lives, that is true in our 

community life, that is true our nation's life 

and that is true in the world, that we 

pretend somehow that it does not even 



exist or we pretend somehow since we 

cannot bear it and the pain is too much and 

our imagination, strength, and courage 

cannot take us beyond the kind of disaster 

that is waiting to happen, we just would 

rather just turn away, engage in 

justification theories, harden ourselves up 

to say:  There's nothing we can do about it.   

That is the location of this moment.  It 

is cruel heat.  There isn't any element of 

sustenance that exists; no food, no water, 

no shelter.  There is a partial bush, and 

that is where Hagar puts Ishmael, sits far 

and then says:  End this soon, God.  Let 

this be over.  I know there is nothing I can 

do about it.  This is way beyond what can 

come that is hopeful.  Let it go.   

That is the human drama.  That is 

what we are capable of orchestrating.  

That is what we are capable of doing to 

ourselves and to others.  But God is not a 

God who just simply accepts the disasters 

we create as a given.  You may not be able 

to handle the pain nor can God -- get 

that -- you may not be able to handle the 

pain nor can God, and God will not remain 

silent.   

There comes a time when God will 

break through.  And God will thunder as 



loud as God has thunder for the human 

partner to hear and see how it is.  Even 

though it is the voice of God, it happens in 

such beautiful ways.  And if you would take 

some time to reflect about your own life or 

about how history evolves, you would see 

those moments that have happened, how 

something that you thought would always 

be there in terms of pain and anguish just 

got lifted.  How does it happen?   

The voice of God comes to Hagar and 

the voice of God tells Hagar:  Hagar, that 

boy, Ishmael, I'll take care of him.  I will 

create a nation out of him, but for that to 

happen what I need you to do is to open 

your eyes.  Your eyes need to be opened, 

Hagar.  You have put on blinders of your 

own making.   

You know, there was not -- heaven 

didn't open and water flow.  It is not like 

chariots came and dug a well.  Her eyes 

were opened, and she saw something that 

already existed right there.  Her eyes were 

opened and Hagar saw the well.  Huh.   

God's miraculous ways are so subtle 

and it is for people of faith to continue to be 

prayerful, people who would ask God to 

open realities that were not possible 

before.  And Hagar sees that well and she 



no longer says:  I cannot bear this pain.  

She rejoices.  She jumps up from where 

she is, and gets the water and you know 

how history evolves after that.   

I don't know about you, but to me, that 

is how prayers are answered.  That is how 

direction of history changes.  That is how 

tears are wiped.  That is how pain is 

dispelled.  That is how laughter is 

restored.  That is how cousins start to play 

back together.  Our eyes have to be 

opened in new ways that we are no longer 

self-serving people but people who believe 

in the truth that God truly orchestrates 

history, God truly orchestrates life.  The 

present belongs to God and so does the 

future.   

I don't know.  What would have been 

Hagar's thought after she saw that well?  

What would have life have been like if the 

cousins who played together just simply 

continued to play together?   

To God the honor, power, glory, and 

majesty, now and forever more.  Amen.  

>>BRUCE:  Please be seated.  Shall 

we give thanks together for our offering?  

Let us pray.   

Dear God, you have blessed us with 

your gift of life and your gift of love.  In turn 



you ask us to bless others and share the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  These gifts of 

time, talent, and treasure allow us to help 

those in need.  We ask for blessings upon 

these gifts and that you may multiply them 

in your service.  Amen.  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  

Thanks.  

Jeehan, that was beautiful.   

We are about to partake in the 

elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  Miracles 

abound.  This table is a reminder that God 

is still active in history, active in our lives, 

opening our eyes to new possibilities.  

When we think there is no hope that could 

happen by our own making, it's God's 

intervention that makes hope alive. 

But for all of that to happen, something 

has to happen before that.  A general 

prayer, a general panic, a general 

wondering, a general confusion puts the 

situation at a great disadvantage.  It 

happens because of this Hagar factor.   

By her own strength she cannot see a 

way out of the situation that she is facing 

right then.  The elements are too severe 

and the loss is too big.  And what happens 

is all her faculties shut down.  She cannot 



see anything.  And what God has to do is 

to open her eyes for her to see what is 

already there.   

At this table that miracle keeps 

happening over and over again.  Eyes and 

hearts are opened.  Strength is renewed.  

And it is not just our personal lives, but it 

takes people to change course of history.  

But for all of that to happen, we should be 

able to name the pain that is numbing us, 

that causes us to get to the point where we 

cannot think beyond the immediate.   

So as you come to this table, I pray that 

you would be able to name what is you 

causing you to just shut down, what is 

causing you to get to the point where you 

cannot be hopeful anymore. 

You name it and the cloud will be lifted.  

You name it, the veil would disappear.  You 

name it, and hope comes alive, not because 

you can do it but the one who has called us 

by name to this table continues to act in 

history.   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Amen. 

(Distribution of the       elements.)  

>>SHARI:  As we come to this table of 

communion, we know that God does not 

discriminate and he invites all of us to come 



as we are to this table to be renewed and 

fulfilled.  Please pray with me. 

Eternal and loving God, we thank you 

for this communion table which represents 

your everlasting love and forgiveness.  

May we receive the bread and cup as 

spiritual nourishment to do your work, your 

will, rather than our own.   

When we hunger to be loved, let us 

remember the fulfillment and comfort of 

this bread.  And when we thirst for your 

presence, let us remember this overflowing 

cup of love and compassion.  We know 

that through these gifts and what you have 

so graciously given, our lives are complete.  

Amen.  

>>BRUCE:  Let us hear the words of 

institution from Mark.  While they were 

eating, he took a loaf of bread and after 

blessing it, he broke it, gave it to them and 

said:  Take, this is my body.  Then he took 

a cup and after giving thanks he gave it to 

them and all of them drank from it.  He said 

to them:  This is my blood of the covenant 

which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell 

you I will never again drink of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God.  Let us drink together.  

>>SHARI:  If you have been 



worshiping with us and you would like to 

make this church your home, and this 

church family your family, we invite you to 

come forward during the singing of our last 

hymn.  Or if you would like to have a more 

private setting, you may meet with Simon or 

Fay or one of the elders.  Let us sing. 

>>SIMON:  Now go in peace, for there 

isn't a situation that you are going to face 

by yourself.  God's faithfulness endures 

forever.  Amen.  

  

 

  


