
 (Opening hymn:  The Church's One Foundation.)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  Melt us, mold us, fill 

us, use us.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 

Almighty God, we pray these words, and we lift up these 

words in songs of praise.  For today we celebrate the coming 

of your Holy Spirit to dwell with us now and forever.  Today 

we remember that you fulfill your promise to never leave us 

alone, to never leave us without guidance and comfort. 

On this day, as on all holy days, all worship and praise is 

yours, almighty and ever-living God, keeper of promises.  We 

pray that your breath of life moves through the land and 

breathes new life into those who feel dead, whether they feel 

dead because they live amidst war and famine, whether they 

feel dead because they are oppressed and persecuted, 

whether they feel dead because they struggle with anxiety and 

depression and other illnesses.  Giver of life, breathe upon us 

all and fill us with hope. 

Almighty God, breathe your breath of live to keep alight 

the flames of Christ's light, both within our hearts and within 

the church.  May the flames of Pentecost burn hot and keep 

us on fire to learn and deepen our own faith, so that we may be 

more convicted and more passionate about our sharing the 

faith and inviting others to know you through Jesus of 

Nazareth, who is the Christ. 

And breathe your breath of life, that it seeps across the 

land like an invisible breeze that changes the landscape, that 

makes all things new and a breath of life that inspires us to 



change and grow, too. 

May your breath of wisdom called Sophia, may we listen 

for her.  May we breathe her in.  May we let her light our 

hearts.  May we allow her to make all things new. 

O God, we pray this prayer and we also come to you 

now in a moment of silent prayer to lift up to you the prayers 

on our hearts.  (A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer 

that your son taught us to pray saying:  

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Donn Manker of Acts 2:1-21.)  

(Chancel Choir hymn:  Many Gifts, One Spirit.)  

>>SIMON:  We, as a church, share the grief of all the 

folks in London.  In times like this, you just wonder and you 

are in dismay.  I am hoping that the text would lend us some 

kind of a perspective in trying to see how all of this will hold 

together, that there would be one human family that can 

celebrate all the goodness that God provides. 

In light of what happened last night, it's good news for a 

few of you what I'm going to do.  I dropped two pages out of 

my manuscript, because it won't work.   

What you heard in Joel, the apocalyptic version of how 

blood and smoke and things turning dark, it is that kind of 

apocalyptic pronouncement that caused the division that we 

live in today.  So I'm going to drop two pages in the last part 

of Joel out of today, which means you get to go home about six 

minutes early. 

As always, this is a shared communication, and what I 

do is to try and provoke your thinking as the text provokes 



mine.  The church uplifts a lot of holy days; Easter, Christmas.  

But Pentecost kind of lingers there.  It is not a big celebration 

in the church.  It should be, but the celebration of the church 

about Pentecost within hope and pray will not be an exclusive 

celebration of just the church.   

I am hoping and praying that the understanding of 

Pentecost would be about the celebration of all of God's 

creation because the world is God's temple.  And until we 

dwell in it like it is God's temple, there will be no peace.  

There will be no end to violence.  There will be no end to war 

and desires that are not met that leads to all kinds of 

alienation. 

So I'm casting this text more in terms of how we as a 

global family can exist, not to create another exclusive 

expression of just the conformity of the church. 

Pentecost in the mainline church -- we try to avoid all 

the other stuff that is associated with Pentecost because 

Pentecost and the gift of tongues has been often understood 

as a claim by the Pentecostal Church as a test of faith.  You 

don't speak in tongues, then you don't have the gift of the 

spirit. 

I tell folks all the time, any church I am in, every Sunday 

I get up there, it is Pentecost Sunday because I speak in 

tongues and people just nod and nod.   

Pentecost.  What a spectacular story.  By the way, in 

the reading you heard today the word "perplexed."  They 

were perplexed.  I think a better translation of the word is 

they were mystified.  They were mystified.  That's a better 

translation. 



People from everywhere were gathered from all 

backgrounds.  Donn Manker didn't miss a beat.  He gave all 

the names to you.  There were Jews.  They were Gentiles.  

They were Arabs.  They were Greeks.  They were people of 

faith.  They were agnostics.  They were people who denied 

the existence of God and people who embraced all that was 

good.  There were people who stood up against everything 

that was good.  All of them were gathered.  People from all 

languages. 

You see, when Pentecost is cast in terms of speaking in 

tongues, you want to watch out.  What happened that day was 

not the introduction of a new language, but the introduction of 

understanding.  These people on their own could not have 

understood each other.  But the spirit descended upon them 

and they were mystified because they understood each other. 

I want you to take a better look at that.  It is not just 

people from other languages and different nations and 

different tribes and different orientation.  It was people who 

came out of different faith background.  And that is a recipe 

for division, suspicion, pointing fingers, telling somebody you 

do not understand the reason for all the trouble in the world is 

because of people like you. 

That is the best gathering where you can do finger 

pointing and fan the fumes of hate.  But that is not what 

happened there.  In normal terms that's what would happen.  

There would have been politicians and religious leaders of all 

situation trying to further divide the gathering because it's 

very easy.  They can not understand each other.  They're 

suspicious of each other.  And there would have been voices 



that would have not only further divided them, there would 

have been anguish, fear, hatred that would have been 

promoted.  This is a recipe of this gathering. 

And the spirit descended and they gained a spirit of 

understanding.  They understood each other.  Wow.  Can 

you imagine the world, how it would be if we understood each 

other?  Can you imagine just in our nation what life would be if 

we would understand each other? 

Wouldn't it be a day that we are open to the movement 

of the spirit and God's spirit that continues to move among us 

catches hold of us as a nation.  Get this.  Democrats 

understand Republicans.  Liberals understand 

Conservatives.  The Right understands the Left.  People they 

thought should not even be speaking are heard and listen and 

we make an attempt to understand each other.  Wouldn't it be 

a beautiful day? 

Well, it will when more and more of us are open to the 

movement of the spirit and more and more of us are looking 

for ways for reconciliation and for bringing people together 

and unity and using every circumstance to fan the flames.  

But then, you know, that is all just a little talk about what could 

have happened. 

Be the change you want in the world.  That actually 

comes from the Vedas, the Hindu holy writings.  Gandhi 

picked up on that and he said:  Be the change you want in 

others.  He knows how to cut to the point.   

It is important for us to see that if we want to think how 

the Pentecostal experience could become a real dwelling 

experience for us, it has to begin in me, in you, in us, before it 



can catch fire and spread around the world and the whole 

world is changed. 

We live in the kind of thinking where we think that 

somehow we can just resist everything and try to distance 

ourselves from everything and have this wonderful 

Pentecostal experience.  It is the change that is desired in 

each and every one of us.   

Get this, and see if it speaks to you.  Everybody wants 

to be heard.  Everybody wants to be heard.  And when you 

are heard and understood, there is a wonderful feeling of 

union and unity and community.  But the problem is what 

happens most of the time is we are so caught up in convincing 

others of what we think is right and seldom engage with 

openness and know that as much as we want to be heard, so is 

the person across.  As much as we want to be heard, so is the 

other community.  As much as we want to be heard, so are 

those we do not trust. 

Pentecostal faith is about understanding.  There was a 

spirit of understanding and the spirit of understanding grows 

when we know that we want to be heard and so does the 

other.  And somewhere in the mutual give-and-take is born 

the kind of joy and blossom of life that does not exist when all 

we are trying to do is to convince others of what we think is 

right and how things ought to be. 

Pentecostal faith is about removing the poison and the 

fear out of life because we continue to build on alienation upon 

alienation and fear upon fear.  Somewhere there needs to be 

the kind of breaking point where we are listened to and we 

listen. 



I don't know if this is the right kind of story about being 

heard, being understood, removing the poison out of life.  But 

Fred said this, Fred Craddock said this, so it has to be right.  

Fred Craddock says when he was in Pittsburgh, he heard this 

beautiful story on the radio.  It was right after 9/11. 

Fred says, there were a bunch of guys who always 

gathered in a restaurant in the morning for breakfast at 6:30.  

I don't know about that.  Stay home a little longer, you'll have 

a better day.   

But these guys all gathered in this restaurant 6:30 in the 

morning.  And Conn, who was the owner of the restaurant, he 

was from Lebanon.  The owner of the restaurant would stand 

behind the counter, and he knew everyone by name.  And he 

knew what everybody wanted.  They didn't have to order 

anything.  They just came and he would greet, hey, Jack, how 

you doing.  Your eggs sunny side up coming up in a minute.  I 

know you want your bacon crispy.  This is Lebanese cooking 

bacon by the way.  That's what America will do to you. 

And they would share stories about family, about their 

kids.  They would share stories about what's happening with 

the weather and plan family get-togethers.  These were 

people from all walks of life.   

He is a Lebanese guy.  9/11 happens.  Fred says the 

story goes like this.  9/11 happens and Jack, who always went 

to that restaurant and he usually was the first guy there, he is 

shaving that morning.  And he hears that as a result of 9/11 in 

the night there was all kinds of violence that broke out in 

Pittsburgh.  They were targeting people who are of Middle 

Eastern background and burning down their businesses and 



their homes. 

So Jack says, all of a sudden it came to me, oh, my 

goodness Conn's store, the restaurant, the diner, they would 

have burnt them down. I know their family.  What are they 

going to do.  So Jack did not finish shaving.  He just washes 

his face puts on whatever he can and he runs to that diner, 

thinking he's going to see the worst thing that could happen 

because the place will be burnt. 

And as he went closer, he could see there's a lot of 

chatter, all the friends who gathered there in the morning had 

already come.  They all heard the same story.  And they 

were all there.  And they were all saying, we're not going to 

let anything happen to you, Conn.  And before long the 

community gathered and they were all protecting each other 

and keeping from something terrible happening. 

You know, those kinds of incidences do not just happen 

because we choose so.  I believe the folks who gathered in 

the night of that morning were all open to the movement of the 

spirit.  They belong to an understanding that was beyond 

their own.  They mocked the fears that were promoted and 

chose instead for reconciliation and harmony.  They did not 

look for more reasons to mistrust and distrust and divide, but 

they were looking for moments where they can build trust. 

You think that was a Pentecostal moment?  I don't 

know.  But it seems so.  Last week at one of our dinners here 

it was a cook-out.  It's a cook-out and there were a number of 

people all lined up.  And the cooking went on.  Feeding line 

goes on. 

So there's certain people in a big row behind a table.  



Folks come and there was one person handing a plate and you 

go one by one this, that, that, that, dessert.  I'm standing in 

the corner there.  This guy who is here always on a regular 

basis, he collects his food.  He comes to the end, gets his 

dessert, and it was probably shortcake.  Gets his dessert, 

walks straight up to me and says, pretty good food.   

I said yeah.  He goes, you know why?  That lady who is 

handing out the plates there, she had the most beautiful smile 

when she handed out the plate to me.  That smile is as good 

as this food.  I thought, wow, that is pretty eye-opening.  

How we always thought we feed people but a smile to go with 

a plate of food.   

So I told the team leader, you know, that's the story that 

he said about the lady -- now, I know her name, the lady that 

was handing the plates.  And the team leader said, Simon, 

you've got to tell her that story.  I said no, no, you tell her.  

You're the team leader, you go tell her.  She says no, no, you 

need to tell the story and then you'll know why. 

So I went up.  So I went up.  And I told her the story.  I 

said, you know that guy, he had a plateful of food and he said 

your smile was as good as the food that you gave.  She just 

looked at me and she said, I needed that because just this 

week my husband was diagnosed with prostate cancer.  I 

have not had anything that made me feel so good.  Is that the 

movement of the spirit?  Is that a Pentecostal experience? 

Over and over again, the Spirit of God is moving among 

us.  All we need to do is to get beyond our own need to 

control and manage the world and our lives and allow the 

spirit to take control of the moment.  Joy is born when joy is 



shared.  Laughter is born when we cause others to laugh.  

Peace is born when we desire that for others.  Blessing is 

abundant when we choose to be a blessing.  The spirit of 

Pentecost is moving. 

I pray it will be my moment to let go and to see it.  I pray 

it would be your moment to let go of control and receive it.  I 

pray it would be Madison Avenue Christian Church's moment 

to let go of control and fear and alienation and receive it. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Open My Eyes That I May See.) 

>>GARY:  Please be seated.  And will you bow your 

heads with me in prayer?  Our Heavenly Father, on this day of 

Pentecost, we thank you for this church and for all we are able 

to do here in your name.  We thank you for this congregation 

who give so freely of their time, talent, and treasure.   

We pray that as we bring our gifts to you this morning, 

you will guide us in their use so that we may continue to share 

the good news of Jesus Christ.  We ask now for your blessing 

on the gift and the giver.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake 

in the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and 

the cup that we share.  And they were mystified.  Why were 

they mystified?  They were mystified because what was 

happening was beyond human understanding.  They were 

mystified because people acted in ways that they do not 

normally do. 



They were mystified because the kind of feeling that 

prevailed there is not the feeling that should prevail with all the 

diversity and differences that existed.  They were mystified 

because they couldn't explain what really was happening.  All 

they can say is are all these people Galileans.  How come 

they are speaking in ways that we can understand.  And so 

they were mystified.   

I don't know how often you and I we are mystified.  

Because we live by predictable formulas.  We cast paths that 

are well calculated and we know the kind of outcome we 

desire.  And when the outcome comes, or does not, we kind 

of calibrate our feelings accordingly.  But to be mystified 

takes divine presence, divine intervention, the Spirit of God to 

descend and to move and most importantly for you or I to allow 

the spirit to drive us.  Mystify. 

At this table we come.  Different that we are, we are 

made one body.  Though we are many, we are made one 

body.  How?  Not because we know how to patch things 

together.  It is because God binds us together to be one body.  

We don't have to become one body.  We are already one body 

because it is the same God who brings us together and who 

shares in our lives on a constant basis. 

One hope, one faith, one baptism, one glory, one 

journey, one joy.  So be with us God.  Bind us together by 

your love.  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

(Hymn:  Spirit.) 

>>PAM:  This is Christ's table and every one of you are 

invited to partake of the emblems.  Let us pray. 

Gracious and Holy God, we are gathered here at this 



communion table to give thanks for your son's life and 

teachings and to remember his sacrifice for humankind to take 

away the sins of the world.  As we partake of the bread and 

cup, may we feel your spirit of gentleness descend upon us to 

relieve us of our fears and open our eyes to the beauty of your 

creation's diversity, allowing us to understand and accept the 

differences of our brothers and sisters through the love of 

Jesus Christ.  We pray these things in your son's name.  

Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>GARY:  These are the words of institution as 

recorded in Matthew.  While they were eating, Jesus took a 

loaf of bread and after blessing it he broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said:  Take, eat, this is my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks he gave it to 

them saying:  Drink from it all of you, for this is my blood of 

the covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 

of sins.  I tell you I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine 

until I drink it new with you in my father's kingdom.  Drink all 

of it. 

>>PAM:  We welcome everyone here on this beautiful 

June morning and we also welcome any guests who are here 

today.  If you are new to us, we hope you'll come back again.  

If you have been here with us for a while and you would like to 

join us, share our congregation and share the good news of 

Jesus Christ with us, then please come to the front of the 

sanctuary during the singing of the invitational hymn or if you 

would prefer to speak to Simon or Fay or one of the elders in 

private you may do so at a later time. 



(Closing hymn:  On Pentecost They Gathered.) 

>>SIMON:  And now may the guidance of the spirit that 

passeth all understanding abide with you now and always.  

Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   


