
          (Hymn:  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  O God, our creator, who has given us the way 

to life everlasting, all our praise and worship is yours on 

this day.  Patient and ever faithful God, we come to you this 

morning confessing that we can be grumpy and unsatisfied 

people.  When things are not perfect in our eyes, we murmur 

and complain.  We grumble and doubt.  We lose hope in the 

people around and even worse, we lose hope in you. 

We challenge instead of accept.  We put you to the test 

rather than trust your caring love.  O God, we pray that you 

will forgive our doubts and our complaining and forgive our 

loss in hope.   

We pray that you will refresh us this morning with the 

living water of your presence and love.  We pray that you will 

open us to the possibilities of friendship and the 

possibilities of encountering you in unexpected ways and the 

possibilities of seeing the miraculous in everyday life. 

O God, we come to you now, lifting up the silent prayers 

of our hearts. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.)  

>>FAY:  O Lord hear our prayers and hear the prayer that 

your son taught us saying:   

          (The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Karen Bruin of John   

          4:5-42.)  

(Hymn by Chancel Choir:  Be Still.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>>SIMON:  If I sound stuffed up, I am.  To get to this 

text, I've got to go back to last week.  We had John 3 which 

is a well-known text.  NASCAR, football has made it more 

popular than we can imagine. 

But what I urge for us to consider is that the born-again 

experience is not something of our choice, it's not something 

of our making.  It's not something of our desire, because if 

we desire we are prone to choose things that make us 

comfortable, that we like, that makes us feel good.   

Born-again experience is more from what comes from 

above.  The source of the born-again experience is what comes 

from above.  And all we are to do is to be the people who open 

ourselves to the possibility of the Spirit of God moving us 

in ways and directions that we would not go otherwise.   

Today's text is a long text.  We picked it just for 

Karen; wanted to see if she can do it without passing out.  

And she passed. 

The closing part of this material is something that 

particularly John's gospel calls us to take to heart.  Jesus 



Christ, Savior of the world.  And that's a subject all in 

itself.  And I would like for you to think your understanding 

of this Jesus, your hope of this Jesus is that Jesus large 

enough to embrace all of creation?  Or is your Jesus so small 

that this Jesus can only accept what you can accept and reject 

the rest, which leaves a big part of the world outside.  But 

that you can think about after lunch. 

The scripture begins by talking about Jacob's well that 

was given to Joseph.  One has to wonder, how come in a 

Samaritan town there is such a claim about a Jacob's well.  

The Samaritans are not part of the tribal confederacies.  

They are the rejects.  They cannot claim anything that is 

sacred.  That cannot claim anything that one can inherit.  

They can not claim anything that is holy that is life-giving. 

But John somehow puts that smack at the heart of this 

material, Jacob's well.  And one has to wonder, what was 

Jesus doing.  Jesus is heading to Jerusalem.  And the good 

Jew, even though Samaria is the easiest way to go, will take 

you right through Samaria going to Jerusalem.  But a good Jew 

would avoid ever entering Samaria.   

They would go the long way around to get to Jerusalem, 

because Samaria is not a town you go through as a good kosher 

Jew.  They are not the right kind of people.  They don't 

understand the significance of Jerusalem.  They can never 

allow you or I to think about a living God who is a Savior 

of the world. 

Samaria.  And Jesus comes through Samaria.  And Jesus 



goes by a well at high noon.  In the Ancient Near East you 

don't go to the well at high noon.  It is not accepted.  

Gathering at the well is a significant part of people's lives.  

I know this is before all of our emancipated thinking. 

But it is women who gathered at the well.  And it usually 

happened in the morning or later in the evening, not high 

noon.  It's hot.  There is no perspective at high noon.  You 

can't see your shadow.  Nobody goes to the well at high noon.   

Jesus shows up at the well at high noon in Samaria, which 

is called Jacob's well.  In terms of how we think and we know 

what is right and wrong and when Jesus is posed at the well 

at high noon, comes the Samaritan woman.   

Why did she choose to come at 12:00 noon to the well?  

That place of community gathering is a wonderful place, but 

if you are not so-so, you are the subject of every gossip that 

happens there.  You are the subject of every ridicule that 

happens there.  You are the symbol of what is wrong with the 

whole world, particularly our community.  You are the reason 

our kids are going to pot -- not that pot -- going to pot.  

That pot is a whole different story. 

You are the reason why there is crime on the streets.  

You have become the symbol of all that is wrong with the world.  

That is what this woman was.  And so if she showed up earlier 

or later, she would be confronted with all kinds of stuff.  

She would be so put to shame that she cannot even get up the 

next day out of bed.  That is her status in life. 

Why?  Because this Samaritan woman has been married 



multiple times and has had all kind of stuff happen in her 

life.  And to the people who are there, that is when they 

point out to her.  She was not a person.  She had no dignity.  

She was denied of anything and everything that God offers her.   

The Samaritan woman chooses to come to the well at high 

noon, at high noon when nobody would bother her, that she 

would not be the subject of anything.  And she comes there 

and she has an encounter with Jesus, the one who should not 

be there, the one who should have avoided going to Samaria 

in the first place, the one who should not come to the well, 

leave alone at high noon.   

God would go through any distance to have an encounter 

with you, to reclaim you and to cause you to know again that 

you are indeed precious in God's sight.  God would go to any 

length to open up your vista, your inner eye, so that you can 

see the world not in terms of alienations and not in terms 

of rage, but God's possession and you are a part of it and 

when you reject someone, you have rejected God in the bargain. 

And that is the part.  The woman is there.  Jesus is 

there.  They are having a conversation.  I have a feeling 

there were people round about in their homes.  They are 

opening a curtain a little bit and saying:  What's going on 

there.  Another guy.  She's talking to another guy. 

And the conversation becomes about water.  Jesus asks 

her for water.  And then the conversation moves to the water 

that I give you, you will never thirst again, says Jesus.  

That's the part I want to hold on to a moment. 



We live in a world where we are capable of making all 

kinds of adjustments.  We live in a world that is 

anxiety-driven and we find coping skills to deal with our 

anxieties.  Sometimes by denial.  Sometimes what charm 

school teaches us.  Sometimes by avoidance.  And most of the 

time it just lingers there.  We know it's up there. 

We live in a world that is filled with all kinds of 

hostility.  We live in a world and our lives are mostly where 

there is joy and sometimes lots of it.  But there is always 

the nagging feeling, but what if it is fleeting.  What if it 

would just go away, and I'm back again to those moments of 

anxiety and rage and fear and alienation and wondering and 

in the process what I become is, I become more inward looking.  

And I become more of a person who wants to hold and horde and 

there isn't much that comes out of me that accounts for the 

kingdom.  That is the end result. 

Because there isn't much escape from all the things that 

we put together to make up of our lives.  In our own limited 

capacity and in our own limited imagination, and in our 

limited understanding of who we are and what we can be, we 

just manage life.  And the outrageous naive proportion of the 

Bible is that it will be so, unless there is freedom from 

above.  Until there is the birth of new life in us, that is 

not of our making, not of our choosing, but of God's gift to 

us.  Until we are touched by God's holiness, there is no 

reprieve.  There is no relief.  We can rely on ourselves, 

thinking we can make ourselves secure and independent and we 



can be self-sufficient.  It ain't so. 

And that is the outrageous claim of this text.  And that 

is the greatest gift to you and I from this text.  Savvy 

people that we are, very able, capable people that we are, 

a lot of accomplishment under our belt.  We know how to 

overcome obstacles.  But we also know that anything that is 

of our making -- of our making and anything that is of our 

choosing has a shorter shelf life.  And it can seem like it 

is all fine, but we know deep within it is not. 

And what Jesus is saying is -- to this woman who knows 

how to navigate the way through hostile territory and still 

be able to survive, what Jesus is telling this woman is the 

one who brought all the propaganda around to be true about 

herself, that she could not believe who she is beyond the 

propaganda that has been claimed about her.   

And Jesus is saying:  There is a relief.  And the relief 

is not going to be at the well where the people gather.  Maybe 

they will never accept you.  Maybe they will always reject 

you.  Maybe they will find out more reasons to blame 

everything that is wrong with the world on you.  There is not 

going to be a relief.  But there is a relief, and that relief 

is that if you dare to drink from the fountain of life, which 

is Jesus, when you dare to trust and know that Christ is about 

to touch your life and all limitation will be shattered, all 

of the unknown fears will no longer exist, until you're open 

to that possibility, all that you and I and the church would 

do is micromanage things to death. 



And Jesus says:  Enough.  Enough of you hiding.  Enough 

of you placing your trust in things that would never deliver.  

Enough of you trying to find ways where somehow you can 

survive, because life is not about survival, life is about 

dancing and singing and rejoicing and the spirit that is free.  

Enough. 

And Jesus tells her:  Come out of the shadow.  Come out 

of putting your trust in everything and anything that has 

failed in the past and that will fail you again.  Be naive 

enough, crazy enough to say that this Jesus will give you 

living waters and you will never thirst again. 

I don't know what happened there, folks.  You didn't see 

her at the latter part of the story coming back to the well 

to convince all the people who there -- particularly women.  

I'm sorry.  That's the text.  I can't help 

it.  -- convincing all the women otherwise, about herself, 

the society, what future holds.  You don't see her there. 

The latter part of the text is she says, to heck with 

the well, my life is about going about and sharing with the 

rest of the world my new-found joy.  And this woman who was 

hiding from everybody now is out knocking at doors and people 

are going:  Why the heck is she knocking at my door?   

They're trying to say, oh, boy watch.  And she's 

knocking at the door and saying:  I am free.  I am free.  I 

have been liberated.  I am no longer caught up in fear, I am 

no longer caught in anxiety.  I am no longer caught up in 

self-doubt.  I am no longer caught up in the way the world 



thinks I am.  I am a free person.  I have found freedom in 

Jesus Christ today.  All I had to do was to be open to the 

possibility that will open my life to the spirit of Christ 

to fill me. 

And there is a new person want she's knocking at doors, 

telling people this Jesus, all the one you have been waiting 

for, the Messiah is already here.  God has come in our midst.  

God has come to our neighborhood in the form of flesh through 

this Jesus Christ.  God has been revealed to us and the world 

and the possibilities that this God is bringing is much 

different and radically different from all the things that 

we believe and all the limitations that have been 

placed -- that have been placed on us. 

And there she is, a free person.  Can you imagine what 

your life would be like if you had that feeling with Christ 

today?  What would be your message to the world?  What would 

be the image of who you are to yourself?  What would be your 

imagination of the possibilities that life holds for you?  It 

cannot be defined by what the world says.  But it'll be 

defined by Jesus Christ.  What would it be like? 

And she says:  Samaritan, Jew, whoever wants to say what 

is right and what is wrong, this Jesus has shown me a way.  

And I know that Jesus is indeed the Savior of the world.  And 

John 3:16 said that.  We have taken that text and just crushed 

it and taken all the life out of it and made it so trivial 

and small. 

So let me say to you again.  God so loved the world that 



God gave his only son, so that none may perish but all have 

eternal life.  None may perish and all have eternal life.  In 

God's world there are no rejects.  Hmm.   

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Called as Partners in Christ’s              

Service.) 

>>DAVID:  Please be seated.  It is time of our service 

when we give thanks for all the many blessings the Lord has 

given us and ask his blessing on our gifts.  I offer thanks 

MACC is not just a building but a group of people gathered 

together in his name, a family of believers who join together 

for support of each other and for our community.  Many thanks 

to those who have generously contributed time talent and 

treasure for our collective efforts.  Let us pray.   

Lord we have much to be thankful for here at Madison 

Avenue Christian Church.  Thank you for all the blessings you 

have given us.  Lord, please bless these offerings and those 

who give them.  May the Holy Spirit give us the wisdom to use 

these offerings wisely to further his work.  We ask this in 

the name of your Son Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.) 

          (Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  I keep reminding Jeehan, 

this is a church.  And he won't listen to me.   

(Laughter).  

>>SIMON:  We are about to partake in the elements that 



represent the broken body of Christ and the cup that we share.  

You know, it is good to be realistic.  It is good to be 

practical.  It is great to be pragmatic.  But if that is all 

there is to life and if that is all what God offers us, what 

a boring life life could be.  What a sad story anything can 

be. 

It isn't so.  There is mystery that God orchestrates.  

There are ways where God would detour enough where you are 

and where God did not intend to come, all to remind you that 

the limitations of this world will not define who you are.  

The possibilities of this world will not end up saying what 

kind of possibilities God holds for you. 

The rejections and the hatred and the anger of this world 

would not drive us into areas where we become so scared that 

we try to hold on to the little that we have.  Jesus Christ 

indeed is the Savior of the world.  The possibilities are 

endless.  But for any of that to become a reality in our lives 

and in the life of the church, it is for us to be open to God's 

holiness to touch us, god holiness to shape us and mold us, 

God's holiness to grant us freedom.   

And there isn't a place in town where that kind of 

mystical mysterious holy encounter can happen than at this 

table.  So come.   

Jesus at high noon in a Samaritan town had a conversation 

with a woman.  What makes you think it's not going to be with 

you now as you hold that cup in your hand?  The mystery of 

faith, the love of God.  God's generosity is abundant in this 



house of worship.  The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Amen. 

          (Hymn:  In This Very Room.) 

>>GARY:  This is Christ's table and all are welcome.  

Shall we pray?  Our heavenly father, we give thanks to 

you for this day and for all of the blessings that we 

have been given.  We thank you for the gift of your son 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  He left the 

communion table with these sacraments so that each time 

we partake of them we would be reminded of him and all 

that he has done for us.  We pray now that as we share 

in the bread and the wine, that it may renew us in our 

spirit.  This we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.       

(Distribution of elements.)  

>>DAVID:  Hear the words of institution from Mark.  

While they were eating Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a 

prayer of thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples.  Take 

it, he said.  This is my body.  And he took a cup and gave 

thanks to God and handed it to them.  And they all drank from 

it.   

Jesus said:  This is my blood which is poured out for 

many, my blood which seals God's covenant.  I tell you I will 

never again drink this wine until the day I drink the new wine 

in the kingdom of God.  Drink ye all of it. 

>>GARY:  If you have been visiting with us and have 

decided that today is the day that you would like to join this 

church family here at MACC, we invite to you come forward as 



we sing our invitation hymn.  Or if you prefer, you may meet 

privately with one of the ministers or with one of the elders.  

Shall we sing? 

          (Hymn:  All My Hope on God is Founded.) 

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace that passeth all 

understanding abide with you now and always.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   


