
 (Hymn:  O Worship the King.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  And will you join with 

me in prayer, please? 

God of all the world, all glory, praise, and honor 

are yours on this beautiful Sabbath day.  We give you 

thanks for another day to spend with friends and family.  

We give you thanks for all that his good in our lives.  We 

gather on this day to hear your word for our lives and to 

be challenged into walking in your path and to continually 

work toward being the people that you desire us to be. 

In this hour of worship, may we listen for your 

challenging word on our lives and may we recommit to 

following Jesus in all that we are and all that we do. 

We confess this morning, O Judge Eternal, that we 

are presented with temptations of every kind on a daily 

basis.  We are tempted with gossip, with abusing our 

authority.  We are tempted to steal and cheat.  We are 

tempted with envy.  We are tempted by power and status.  

We are tempted with abusing our bodies. 

O God, we wander this earth tempted.  And we 

confess that though we are baptized followers of Jesus, 

we do not always overcome the temptations with our faith 

when we allow ourselves to be seduced and we know that we 

cause brokenness in our relationship with you and with 

others.   

We pray, O Lord, have mercy on us sinners.  And, 

Lord, who is our power and shield, we pray that this Lent 

we will spend time intentionally contemplating that which 

tempts us most and in our time of reflection may we 

discover new hope and new resolve to turn away from our 

temptations and to walk in your light. 

O God, we pray for those who are sick in mind, body 



and spirit, those who continue to struggle with addiction, 

those who are imprisoned and those who feel lonely and 

forgotten.  We pray for those who serve to protect us, 

both near and far, and we pray for their families.  And 

we continue to pray for those we have elected to leadership 

at every level.   

And, God, now we pray the silent prayers of our 

hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear us pray 

the prayer that your Son taught us, saying:   

(Hymn:  O Worship the King.) 

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

      (Scripture reading by Melissa  

      Mauser of Matthew 4:1-11.) 

               (Special Music by Jeehan Park:                                 

               Just a Closer Walk with Thee.) 

>>SIMON:  If you think it's a little chilly in 

here, it's not your imagination, it is. 

And the reason is this.  As some of you know, the 

church is going through extensive repair on our heating 

system, boilers, pipes, pumps.  So it's going to take a 

lot for us to calibrate ourselves and get back to the 

comfort zone.  Until then, I think we'll have to keep 

adjusting things here. 

Today's text is a text that is often misconstrued.  

Part of the folly of how you look at this material is to 

say Jesus was tempted and he overcome temptation, and so 

can we.  Hardly. 

Go home and read the scripture again carefully.  

When Jesus responds, Jesus is not talking in simple human 



terms such as we do.  We know God become a human being in 

the form of Jesus.  And look at Jesus' response.  You and, 

I we cannot give that response even though what Jesus is 

saying comes out of Dueteronomy.  Jesus answers in ways 

where he says:  You won't tempt God, will you?  I can't 

say that.  You can't say that.  You can't say you'll 

worship God alone, can you? 

This is God in the form of flesh speaking so if we 

try to make this as a temptation story and run parable and 

say because Jesus overcame temptation, so can we.  No, 

that's not what this text is about. 

This text gives us a few clues about life but to 

run a parable is a dangerous thing.  What this text is not 

about is to define for us sin, and I'll work that material 

for you as we go along. 

What this text really is, is to give us some 

cautions.  If any of us looked at this material, it's 

about food, it's about safety, and it is about power.  

Yeah, we may want to talk about power a little bit.  But 

food and safety, all of us desire that.  Does God want us 

to go without food and without being safe and secure?  

Hardly. 

That is not what the question is.  The question is 

much more serious.  We define sin in such innocuous ways.  

It is so simplistic.  It is a few pious pretentious things 

that we can do without anyhow.  But the question of sin 

is much more dangerous and much more consuming than what 

we often hear. 

I always, you know, think about this temptation 

business and about the devil made me do it.  Well, if the 

devil landed in front of me with a pitchfork and with the 

kind of scary voice and started talking to me, I would run.  



You would run.  We all would run.  But that is not how it 

is. 

It is much -- it is stuff that we want to hear.  

It's stuff we can justify for ourselves and usually ask 

the question:  Now what's wrong with that?  We want to 

take care of ourselves.  What could -- what kind of harm 

can come out of that? 

That is how this temptation creeps in.  And that 

is how we are seduced into believing that it's harmless 

without thinking about its major implications. 

So this person is at a Harley-Davidson dealership.  

And he's looking at this motorcycle, and it's beautiful.  

And when I say beautiful, only if you love motorcycles, 

you know the beauty of a motorcycle.  It's beautiful, 

everything about it.  And as he's looking at this 

motorcycle, he's already imagining oh, my goodness, can 

you imagine what it will be. 

So the salesperson says:  You like it, don't you?  

Oh, yeah.  Oh, man, you ride this thing down the street, 

every head will turn.  Oh, really?  Yeah.  You open the 

throttle, man, it'll be like thunder.  It'll be like 

thunder.  Everybody -- you go on the street a few times, 

people will know who's coming.  They'll talk about who's 

coming. 

This guy is just salivating.  So the salesperson 

says:  So what do you do for a living?  And he says:  

Well, I'm a Presbyterian minister.  He says, oh, I will 

tell you this comes with two helmets and we teach safety 

and we show how you can be so safe.  It is not as scary 

as I tried to make it out to be.   

You see, that's how temptation works.  It is always 

saying things we want to hear.  It's always giving stuff 



that we can justify.  It is always telling us if you did 

all this, everything will be safe and secure. 

What it does not say is this -- and that's what this 

text is about.  What it does not say is:  In trying to 

pursue that path, how we ignore, neglect, and leave God 

out of the picture and we became the ones who are totally 

in control of the situation and we try to pursue a course 

that is marked by our own desire and not what God dictates. 

What it does not take into account is how it affects 

neighbor, community, church life, nation's life.  What it 

does is it makes you the primary focus of everything and 

it is your interest by which all else is decided.  And in 

that breakup what happens is you and I we get separated 

from God and neighbor.  And that is the sin factor of life. 

The scariest part of life is not about you being 

savvy enough and tough enough and knowing all the right 

things to do.  The scary part of life is when we make 

choices and we ignore God and we become the ones who are 

totally in control of everything, and God is no longer in 

charge and control and God does not dictate terms.  We 

start dictating terms to God as well as everybody else.  

That is the scary part.  That is the sin factor.   

If ever there was temptation that we can name and 

say this is exactly what it is, that is temptation, we 

won't do it.  What happens, it is so pervasive and it 

sneaks in and it is so well orchestrated and it is said 

in such beautiful terms and we all say uh-huh, sounds 

right, that's exactly what I need to do. 

And that is what happens in this text.  It is a case 

study, a demonstration of how survival instincts take 

over.  And in our own survival instincts, what we do is 

we ignore the one who really cares about us and who speaks 



to us in ways that will always keep us secure and safe. 

Those of us who are so smart would always think, 

oh, I know exactly how things ought to be done.  I know 

exactly the kind of choices I have to make, I have read 

well, I've heard well, I know all the connections.  The 

tragedy of this text is:  Really, really?  Really, we can 

do it and be safe and secure in the absence of God?  

Really, are we capable of making choices that are better 

than what God would choose for us?  Really, our life would 

be secure in the absence of God's presence and 

neighborliness? 

That is what this text is really about.  It 

cautions us to think how much about who I am and the kind 

of company I keep and what I want to hear is of my own 

choosing.  Am I the kind of person who always wants to hear 

what I want to hear or am I someone who is willing to listen 

to this voice of God that speaks against the grain, that 

causes me to think outside my comfort zone, that would lead 

me in the path where I am willing to relinquish some of 

what I want to hold back for myself so that I would receive 

from God, who is the giver and the source of everything 

that I have. 

The issue about temptation and sin is dispelling 

God out of our lives.  It is making choices of our 

choosing.  So how do we get from being the kind of people 

who are so used to listening to nice stuff and sweet stuff 

and things that just would be like lullaby to our soul? 

First Sunday of Lent.  It is for us to start 

building a serious moment of reflection in our lives.  If 

you were here on Ash Wednesday, other than putting cross 

on your forehead, you would have been part of a very 

reflective time. 



It calls for us to engage in moments of reflection.  

Today when we Google our way through life, we are incapable 

of thinking for ourselves.  What contemporary life is 

doing, it is causing us to go in ways where we have ready 

answers and we don't think for ourselves.  We don't 

position ourselves before God and ask God to find the quiet 

center and speak to us in clear ways. 

What we also do is we are driven by the kind of 

emotions that always lead us to come to conclusions that 

we would not otherwise.  You want to ask yourself:  Why 

is it that sometimes I engage in doing things that I would 

not do otherwise?  Why is it that something makes me angry 

and when I'm angry, I act in ways that alienate myself with 

all the people around me?   

We need to ask the question.  I'm not saying anger 

is bad in itself.  Anger is an emotion that God gave us.  

And there are things that need to make us angry.  But the 

question is how we act our anger out in ways that would 

invoke God in the picture and neighbor. 

So ask yourself that question when you are angry:  

What am I really angry about?  What is the source of this 

anger?  How does it play out?  How does it affect all the 

other judgments and decisions I make?  How does it lead 

to the kind of alienation?  Does it cause me to walk in 

an area of fear where I think I am the one who is absolute 

in control, forget that there is a God and therefore I do 

things that I would not otherwise? 

Ask the question, the source of your anger; not the 

general feeling of anger, the source of your anger.  Where 

does that come from?  Is it justified? 

Oh, we don't even think about it.  We justify it.  

We say, I'm so hurt.  And then there's doubting.  Because 



now that I'm hurt, it's okay for me to hurt others.  Now, 

that I'm hurt, it's okay for me to act in any way I so 

choose.  Now that I'm hurt, I no longer have to ask the 

question:  What would God want me to do at this moment? 

What it pushes me to do is to act in my ways and 

in my choices.  Ask the question:  What is causing me to 

get hurt so easily?  Is it partly because there are a lot 

of bad things happening around?  Yeah.  But is it partly 

because I have not taken enough time to reflect, enough 

time to rest? 

Professor of church administration, Lexington 

Theological Seminary. 

>>BRUCE:  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  All right.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  He would often tell us, watch when you 

get very hurt as a minister in church life and don't take 

it out on those wonderful people in the church.  And if 

you are often getting hurt and it's becoming a habit, and 

you just often say, oh, they hurt me, don't take it out 

on those people. 

Probably you are not getting enough sleep.  So try 

and get a little more rest.  Probably the kind of food you 

are eating is not -- it's not good for you.  Probably you 

need to get checked for a lot of other things, instead of 

saying:  Oh, those mean people, they hurt me and therefore 

I'm going to come back at them with full force.  Don't go 

around beating up on good people in the church.  That's 

what they taught you in church ministry. 

What I want to say is temptations come like that.  

We justify ourselves:  I am angry, I am hurt, everybody 

ignores me and therefore I am now justified in doing 



whatever I choose in life. 

What all of this does in the name of temptation, 

what all of this does is to lead us in paths where we start 

living by our own choosing, God is absent and the soul 

starts to wither.  The soul starts to wither.  And before 

long it is just I and me and I am acting any way I want 

to; God is distant.  And me and neighbor is gone.  And 

that is the product of temptation.  That is the product 

of what Jesus is cautioning us about. 

I know of no other way other than to be a life in 

which God is at the center and in harmony with the 

surroundings I live.  And then I will be able to say:  And 

it is well with my soul. 

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Love Your Church, O God.) 

>>GARY:  Please be seated.  And will you bow your 

heads with me in prayer.  Gracious God, who has given us 

so much, we ask that as we bring our offering to you this 

morning, whether it be the time that we share, the talent 

that we share, or the treasure that we share, guide us in 

their use so that we may continue to be the good news of 

Jesus Christ here in this community and throughout the 

world.  We ask your blessing upon the gift and the giver.  

In Jesus' name Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

               (Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  Temptation, the most 



serious part about temptation is when we feel so justified 

to act with autonomy to act in ways where God is no longer 

in the picture and we live in alienation with one another. 

Much of the time that happens because we have 

justifiable reasons:  Fear, anger, hurt, neglect.  

Sometimes it is what happens in one place, sometimes what 

happens in family life.  Not always.  Not here.  But 

sometimes what happens in church life, too. 

But it is not all together imagination.  It is 

real.  There are things that come our way that hurt us, 

that aggravate us, that do us harm.  It is true.  And the 

best shield, and the best way to keep us from being a people 

who are affected by all the wrong that comes our way is 

to ask God to be our shield and our defender and our 

protecter, to heal us and to restore us.  Because we are 

incapable of saying it's okay when all these bad things 

happen.  No, we cannot say that.   

I guess that's what that line in the Lord's Prayer 

says:  Lead us not into temptation.  Which is don't let 

me just walk into all these situations and get wounded and 

bruised and then I don't know what to do, so I strike back 

at you, O God, and the people around me. 

So we come to this table offering all those real 

things, pain, hurt, anger, offer it before the throne and 

the power of God, which is the most almighty power that 

is capable of doing anything and everything that we summon 

God to do, to take control of our lives, to offer us relief 

and healing so we too can say:  It is well with my soul. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Let Us Break Bread Together.) 

>>BRUCE:  All are welcome at Christ's table.  

Shall we pray together?  Dear God, we read in Matthew 



today that we do not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes from you.  We eat this bread and we drink this 

cup to connect us with you, to connect us with Jesus and 

to connect us with your call to love God and to love 

neighbor.   

We pray for the courage and commitment to share 

Christ's love with everyone we are called to serve.  In 

Jesus' name we do pray.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>GARY:  These are the words of institution from 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I handed 

on to you.  On the night when Jesus was betrayed, Jesus 

took bread and when he given thanks, he broke it and said:  

This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance 

of me.  In the same way he took the cup also after supper 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 

this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  Drink all of 

it. 

>>BRUCE:  Madison Avenue Christian Church 

believes in putting the call to Christian service into 

action.  So every week we extend an invitation to those 

who have been visiting, worshiping with us who want to join 

this community of faith.  If you have been visiting with 

us and want to make this church your church home, we invite 

to you come forward during the singing of our final hymn.  

Or you can meet with one of the elders or one of the 

ministers privately after the service.  Shall we stand 

and sing our closing hymn, It Is Well With My Soul? 

(Hymn:  It Is Well With My Soul.)  

>>SIMON:  And now go in peace.  May God, who is the 



protecter and our shield, keep all harm away from you, 

surround you with all of God blessings, care and love, now 

and always.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

  


