
>>LINDA:  That was wonderful, Jeehan.  Good morning.  

Welcome to Madison Avenue Christian Church.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning, we would very much like for you to complete the 

tear-off portion of the bulletin and place it in the offering plate so that 

we can follow up with you and invite you to return. 

We have very few announcements this morning.  They are listed 

on the back.  Fay is not with us this morning because she is officiating 

at her sister's wedding this week.  So that's why she is not here.   

VBS date are on the back.  If you have any questions, Fay will be 

back, I believe, on Wednesday.  Be sure and direct them to her.  Also 

make her aware of any graduates that we may have among the 

congregation, age high school and above, so that they can be 

recognized in a few weeks. 

For board members, we had a little bit of juggling of board dates 

through April and May because of all the holidays that fall in there, but 

we are planning on holding the June board meeting on what would be 

its regularly scheduled day, the second Sunday in June, which is the 

11th.   

And finally, there is going to be a special Sunday school 

programming for children and youth during the summer.  And again, 

for information about that, you would contact Fay.   

And so now let us begin our worship with our opening hymn.   

(Hymn:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  So this is what the Psalmist 

says:  The one who watches over you does not slumber nor sleep.  

Let us pray.   

How majestic is your name, O God, in all the earth.  Even though 

there are challenging times, even though there are times that are 

confusing, sometimes even scary, it's still a beautiful world.  It's still a 



beautiful life.   

Because in the midst of all the things that cause us to wonder, we 

also stand in awe of your guidance, your deliverance, because you 

continue to provoke people in act in ways that are acceptable in your 

sight.  You continue to inspire people to give of themselves for the 

kingdom purpose.  You still give us a heart to reconcile.  You bring 

about healing.  And for this and your many blessings, we come here to 

praise and adore your holy name. 

Blessed are you, O God, holy is your name.  Your steadfast love 

endures forever.  You are the rock and our salvation.  You are the lily 

of the valley.  You are the one in whom we trust.  So we come here to 

say:  Stay by our side always, speak to us, sometimes loud, but 

always in ways that we can understand. 

We give you thanks for Madison Avenue Christian Church.  You 

have placed us here to be a hope.  You have placed us here to be a 

message of peace.  You have given us ways through which we can be 

a healing presence.  We thank you for entrusting your work in our 

care and in our hands.  May we always be faithful disciples.   

Having said that, we also offer every servant, every leader at this 

church before you.  Bless them, because if you don't, it's difficult to be 

a blessing to others.  For every person who is bowed down before you 

this morning we offer our personal prayers.  Accept as we are.  

Restore us, make us whole. 

We pray for all those who are poor, people who are suffering, 

those who are lonely, folks who are asking for a miracle in their lives, 

those who are in hospitals.  Be with them.   

Continue to speak to us throughout this worship service.  

Sanctify this space.  Hear us even now as we join in the prayer that 

you taught us saying:   



(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)   

                (Scripture reading by Will Wooten of  

           John 14:1-14 and Acts 17:22-31.)  

           Wooten.)   

(Chancel Choir:  Holy Spirit, Enter  

                This Place.)  

>>SIMON:  You have to hear two texts today, John's gospel 

from last Sunday, because without that material today's Acts texts will 

not -- will not have much meaning.  What you heard in John's gospel is 

something we worked through during Advent.  The question that was 

raised to Jesus was:  Why are you struggling back and forth, why 

don't you just show us the Father?  Show us God.  Let's have a 

face-to-face encounter with God and we'll be all right.  We'll know 

everything that we need to know. 

And Jesus is rather perplexed.  Jesus looks at the disciple and 

says:  How can you ask me that question?  Have I not been with you 

this far?  Those who have seen me have seen God.  God dwells in me 

and I in God. 

Jesus goes on to try and explain something, and the writers are 

trying to explain that to us with the limited language that is available 

because you do not have language to really explain what Jesus is 

saying.  But the fundamental truth is that God came in the form of 

Jesus to be with us.  And through Jesus, God was revealed fully to us 

in all his splendor, power, might, gentleness. 

The text in Acts is a piece of material that you heard quite a bit.  

The backdrop of that is this.  A former president said this.  Too often 

we enjoy the comfort of opinion and will not be disturbed by thought.  

The comfort of opinion and not to be disturbed by thought. 

It is so also in religious life, in our faith journey, in how we 



understand God.  And what I intend to do today is to work this 

material to the point where you could use your own ways of looking at 

this text. 

Paul is in a neighboring country that is not kosher town.  Paul is 

outside the place where people understand biblical faith.  Paul is in 

Greece.  And he sees all these images, idols, statues that have been 

created and he knows that those idols and statues are so important 

because they derive meaning from them.   

They worship at the altar of these idols.  And you wonder why do 

they need so many idols and statutes.  I was thinking about that.  I 

thought, once they had an altar for epicureanism, they don't need 

anything else.  Isn't that what we all want, a nice happy life and a God 

who just promises a happy life, everything is hunky-dory?  You just 

need what you want and everything is given.  You don't care about 

anything else. 

I would think that once, you know, epicureanism became a staple 

in people's altar, they would quit building more and more statutes.  

But they don't.  Epicureanism went through a little bit of a change and 

they said you know what, this pleasure principle -- think about 

it -- there's nothing wrong with pleasure by the way.   

The pleasure principle, it sometimes exhausts you and leaves 

you empty after a while.  So they were these mature epicureans who 

believed in being very systematic and careful so that the pleasure of 

life sustains them through their last days.  I don't know.   

They should have stuck with the pleasure principle and not 

continued to build more and more statues but they have to because 

every time something makes them uncomfortable about what they 

already know, they need to devise something else that makes them 

comfortable again.   



Every time there is a new crisis they have to create some kind of 

another notion of God who does not speak to that crisis.  Every time 

an idol -- and sometimes idols can do that -- demands more of them and 

pushes them outside their comfort zone, they need to create another 

idol that is comfortable, that they can live with, that does not require 

much of them.   

That is why they were so many statues.  And Paul walks in and 

sees this unknown god altar.  And knowing Paul, for who he is, he 

couldn't miss the opportunity, so he cuts right through and he says:  

You wonderful people, you have lots of these statues and idols and 

images that you worship and you hop from one to the other like a bird 

on the tree, one day here, one day there, because you always want a 

god who makes you comfortable and a discomfort god is not part of 

your way of faith and your way of living.  So you have all these things.  

That is fine.  But here you have one which says unknown god, and I'm 

going to name that unknown god, and he starts preaching. 

You know, until this time, I have always carefully walked this text.  

Because you see what happens with this material is it is always 

portrayed as a way of telling others, all your gods are false, I'm going 

to tell you the true god.  And in the process we try to tell the god that 

we are comfortable with. 

I really think we are missing the material by a margin or a mile if 

we do that.  It is not just there where they had multiple, multiple gods 

that spoke to their different needs and wants and greeds and desires.   

It is so even among us today.  We all create a god that we are 

comfortable with.  We all create a god that says yes to what we can 

agree with.  We all create a god that will not make us uncomfortable 

with who we are and the kind of life we choose.  We want a god that 

would in an unmitigated way continue to give what is we are asking 



and not require us -- require of us anything more than we are willing to 

relinquish.  We want a god who keeps us in familiar territory and when 

things go out of whack and it is not as familiar or it is not something 

that we cannot understand, in the name of this god we condemn, 

reject, ignore and judge.   

So it is not just the people of Greece who had too many idols.  It 

is not about the world that has too many idols.  It is people of faith who 

create idols for themselves. 

Yes, I mean Christian folks.  Yes, I mean me.  To create an idol 

which is a god who agrees with you, a god you are comfortable with, a 

god who is never going to demand anything of you that you are not 

willing to give.  That is the kind of idols that we create. 

The problem is when we create a god of our comfort, a god of our 

choosing, a god of our molding, a god of our making, what we end up 

doing is creating something that we want and ignore who God really is.  

And in that world, the danger is this.  Life needs the kind of healing, 

strength, and courage that only God can provide.  This world cannot 

provide it. 

It is almost like when you have a serious illness and you need a 

potent medicine, you choose to take placebo and that will not heal you.  

That will not give you relief.  That will not give you recovery.  That will 

not bring you out of the illness that has occupied you into wholeness 

and health.   

We need to be so careful as to how we see this God in our lives 

because God is the potent relief from all of the challenges of this world 

and for us to choose a god and make a god of our own making dispels 

the kind of relief that this God can give us, especially at a time when 

we need God the most. 

And if we are in the business of creating gods that we are 



comfortable with, even if you use the name Jesus as a tag line with it, 

we are subjecting ourselves to the kind of life in which God is distant.  

And that is the most dangerous thing that can happen.   

So you wonder, how do I know who this God is.  How do I know 

what this God requires of me?  How do I know about my relationship 

with this God?  Because I need to be in the knowing, growing 

relationship with this God because in my life without this God of 

victorious living, life in all its fullness is not possible.  You may think, I 

may think I can be savvy enough to have everything that I need, but we 

know deep within there are restless nights, there are early in the 

mornings you wish you don't have to get up and face the day. 

How do we know?  Well, that is exactly the question that the 

disciple asked.  Show us, God, so we don't have to in our own way do 

all the guesswork and all the recreation.  Show us, God.  And Jesus 

said how can you ask me that.  If you have seen me, you have seen 

God. 

God is in me and I am in God.  The two are inseparable.  So how 

do you know who this God is so you can have a growing, knowing 

relationship?  It is for us to visit again and reshape and remold our life 

the way Jesus lived on the streets of Galilee.   

And that would require a very dismantling time that I have to 

dismantle a lot of things.  There may be things that I may want to 

choose, but that is what God would want for me to do so that I can 

have a growing, knowing relationship and I don't live by placebos by 

but the real kind of prescription that I need for my everyday successful 

living and for me to be a blessing to others. 

You see, if God owns us, because we are in truth searching for a 

God and even entering discomfort territory, not living in the comfort of 

the God of our making and choosing, we do have a God who walks with 



us, talks with us.  We need to have that ownership, which is mutual.  

God owns you and your life is an offering to God that goes where God 

would dismantle, recreate, and restructure.  That is the most 

precious thing that we can have in our lives.   

I'm going to tell you a story.  But I want to take that story 

advisedly.  This story is not to say we are better than others.  The 

story is not to make exclusive claims.  The story is not to tell other 

folks, you don't have it, I have it, because that game is another game of 

taking placebo. 

The real game is for me to constantly see how I can live in the 

presence of this God in truth, in fullness, and in holiness.  A Disciple 

congregation -- I believe it happened here too but not the story 

part -- went on a church trip to the Holy Land.   

And you know when the marketing people catch hold of 

churches to do a trip to the Holy Land, they tell you stuff like you can 

really walk in the place where Jesus walked.  You can see exactly 

where Jesus knelt and prayed.  You can see where Jesus was born; 

there's still a little bit of light there.  

So the church tour is going.  The tour guide was phenomenal.  

Tour guide moved them beyond words.  You know, when they do 

those church tours, the minister gets a free ride.  So if I come up and 

organize a church tour, you know what I'm trying to do.  Preacher is 

salivating, oh, that's where Jesus did the Sermon on the Mount.  Can I 

stand up there and try it once?  

The trip was going on, and all of a sudden a couple walks up to 

the tour guide and says:  I don't know where we left it, but we lost our 

passports.  Everybody goes, oops.  You lost your passport.  We 

cannot go through of the security lines, we cannot do anything, this is 

going to ruin the tour.   



The tour guide says, no worries, we'll take care of this.  The rest 

of you go to the hotel, have a good meal, hang around, I will take care 

of this.  So they charge to Tel Aviv, the capital, and they go to the 

embassy.  They go to the embassy.   

All kinds of people with all kind of business at the embassy.  Oh, 

I have seen those crowds.  You need to go there 5:00 in the morning if 

you want to be seen by 3:00 in the afternoon.  And they give you all 

these small coupon things like with numbers that they will call.   

But in the Ancient Near East there are people of influence, some 

politicians, some will just cut the line in front of you.  So you are 

standing there, thinking I'm next.  No, you are not next.  Powerful 

people are going to go through. 

So there's a huge crowd.  This couple, they're thinking:  I don't 

think we're going to get in today.  There is no way we are going to get 

in today.  And there is a huge set of people sitting at a hotel and they 

have all their plans, and we are destroying everybody and without a 

passport.  What if we get charged for something?  We can't even 

claim who we are. 

The tour guide says:  Don't worry.  There at the door was a 

man, a Marine, in full uniform.  Tour guide waved her hand to the 

Marine and said, there is a citizen here who needs help.  The Marine 

stepped out, divided the crowd, created a path for these people to 

walk through.   

They went straight to the door.  And the Marine said:  You are a 

citizen of the United States, you don't stand in line at an embassy, you 

walk in and state your case, and you get your things done.   

You see to be a citizen in God's kingdom, to work as a citizen in 

God's kingdom, to claim your ownership in God's kingdom, to be called 

by God by name and say, I know you, come on in, state your case. 



To God the honor, power, glory and majesty, now and forever 

more.  Amen. 

    (Hymn:  For the Beauty of the Earth.  

>>LINDA:  Please be seated.  Will you join me in a prayer 

for our time of offering?   

Almighty God, you sent us your son to reveal to us the way, the 

truth, and the life.  It is fitting that part of our worship is a time of 

offering.  We ask your blessing upon the gifts we bring; gifts of time, 

gifts of talents, gifts of treasure.  We ask that your blessing on these 

gifts will help us to use them to show forth your way, your truth, your 

life here in this community.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

your son.  Amen.  

                (Collection of gifts.)  

           (Doxology.)   

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake in 

the elements that represent the body of Christ that was broken and the 

cup that we share.  What this table does is invite us to moment of 

giving and receiving.  The giving part comes from God who reminds 

us about ownership, saying, I own you.  In that way that ownership is 

the hope of life. 

This table also is about receiving what God offers.  You want to 

know what God offers?  Hear this.  In my home there are many a 

mansions.  I'll go and keep a place for you.   

That is what is being offered when God owns you.  And if you 

are a person who receives from God that ownership, we live in ways 

that are pleasing to God, we live as kingdom people, we live with joy.   

So hear it again:  In my home there are many mansions.  I'll go 

and keep a place for you.  Does that give you joy?   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.  



           (Hymn:  Draw Us in the Spirit's  

           Tether.)  

>>ED:  All are welcome at Christ's table.  Please join me in 

prayer.  Heavenly Father, we thank you for this table and remember 

your son, Jesus, you sent in our life for us to worship.  You sent flesh 

and blood to show us how we should live.  Jesus died on the cross to 

pay for our sin.  He was raised from the dead so that we too will die 

and yet live.  We share the bread and the cup to remember.  In Jesus' 

name we pray.  Amen. 

           (Distribution of the elements.) 

>>LINDA:  These are the words of institution from the 

gospel of Luke.  When the hour came, he took his place at the table 

and the apostles with him.  He said to them:  I have eagerly desired 

to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you I will not eat it 

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he said:  Take this 

and divide it among yourselves for I tell you that from now I will not 

drink the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.   

Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying:  This is my body which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.   

And he did the same with the cup after supper saying:  This cup 

that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  Let us 

drink together.  

>>ED:  If you have been visiting with us for a while and 

decide you would like to join our church family, come forward during 

our closing hymn or you may speak with one of our ministers or to one 

of the elders.  Let's all sing together.  

     (Closing hymn:  O Christ, The Way, the  



     Truth, the Life.)  

>>SIMON:  Now go in peace, you saints of God.  For it is 

God's will to protect you and keep you now and always.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

 

 


