
>>FAY:  Good morning.  Welcome to Madison 

Avenue Christian Church.  If you are visiting with us, we 

invite you to fill out the little perforated tab that is part of 

the bulletin and then when the offering plate is passed 

later, just place that information in the plate.  We would 

like to say hello to you. 

I invite you to take a look at the back of the bulletin 

and take notice of the announcements that are listed 

there.  Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday, and it is a 

tradition to wear red in celebration of the Holy Spirit 

being sent and also celebrates the church's birthday, so 

red is a good party color. 

Vacation Bible School is planned for Sunday 

July 23rd through Wednesday July 26th.  You can visit 

the website there to register for Vacation Bible School as 

either a participant or as a volunteer.  We are still very 

much in need of volunteers.  So the ministry does not 

happen without those volunteers.   

If you have a graduate who is graduating high school 

or higher, let me know so we can recognize them on 

Graduation Sunday.  And the summer Sunday school 

program begins next Sunday at 9:45 and that is pre K 

through 12th or really anyone who is just interested in 

some creation care and colorful ministry. 

There are other announcements listed on there.  

Please take note of those, and I believe we will -- those 

are all of our announcements and we will begin our time 

of worship this morning by standing and singing our 

opening hymn. 



(Opening hymn:  God of the Ages, Whose 

Almighty Hand.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with 

me in prayer, please?  Holy God, we gather as your 

people to worship.  We gather here because it is a safe 

place.  We gather here because we find quiet space 

amidst a noisy world to listen for you.  In this hour of 

praise and worship may we hear your voice speaking to 

each of us, calling us to do ministry, calling us to serve. 

Ever-defending God, we lift up to you today the 

millions of soldiers and civilians who have given their 

lives in times of war and in times of peace, in defense and 

in pride of this nation and this land.  It is so easy to 

forget the reason for this holiday, to simply think of it as 

another day off from work, as just another veteran 

holiday.  And yet we remember that this day was born 

out of immense loss of life and this day allowed for our 

entire nation to begin to grieve and then begin the 

process of healing.   

Heavenly Parent, as a nation we are in great pain 

now.  We fight with one another over ideas.  We freely 

use words as weapons against one another.  We freely 

disregard life through actual physical violence against 

one another and in the choices we make in governance, 

from the lynching of a black student to the holes punched 

in the social safety net, Lord we confess our brokenness.  

May we grieve our losses, and may we begin a time of 

healing. 

In our time of grief and in our time of healing, may we 



learn humility and offer not yet another opinion but 

compassion.  Your divine love has led peoples of the 

past and we pray this day, this glorious day that you have 

made, that we will continue to seek your loving, guiding 

hand, that you do not leave us alone but you left the Holy 

Spirit with us.   

May we seek her movement in the ordinary.  May we 

open ourselves up to her taking the lead in our lives, and 

may we seek her in all of life's imperfections and that in 

imperfection perhaps the Holy Spirit is providing yet 

another opportunity. 

O God, we come to you lifting up this prayer, and we 

come to you now in quiet prayer, lifting up to you the 

prayers on our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.)  

>>FAY:  All glory, praise is yours, Holy One.  

We give thanks and seek your wisdom, Lord Jesus.  

Come and take the lead in our lives, Holy Spirit.  We pray 

this prayer just as we pray the prayer that your son Jesus 

taught us when he said, when you pray, pray like this.    

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading by Linda Mauser of Luke 

24:44-53.)  

(Special music by Jeehan Park.)  

>>SIMON:  Jeehan, great. 

(Applause). 

>>SIMON:  Would all the veterans who have 

served our nation, please stand up?  

(Applause). 



>>SIMON:  We thank you for your service and 

we remember all those who gave their all, so that we may 

live in a free land.  Thank you. 

Today's text actually sets us up for next Sunday, 

which is Pentecost Sunday.  So if you just knew that 

much, you are in good shape.  So you can do whatever 

you want to do, think about cookouts and family time.  

It's an odd text.   

It's odd because the disciples left with joy and 

worshiped Jesus.  They left with joy and worshiped 

Jesus.  There is something terribly wrong with that line.  

Do you know farewell, saying goodbye, is a difficult 

thing?  Because you know that the kind of relationship, 

the time spent, all of that is going to be missing. 

But the one who says farewell is Jesus.  The 

disciples knew and they walked with such courage with 

Jesus when he was with them because they knew there 

was not a power on earth; life, death, principalities.  

Nothing had dominion over them because as long as 

Jesus was there, he had the power to overcome 

everything.  All tears were wiped away. 

And this Jesus now is saying, I'm not going to be with 

you.  Now, don't worry, I will leave the spirit with you 

who will empower you, strengthen you.  But I, in person, 

will not be with you.   

And then Jesus does this.  He stretches his arm, 

blesses them.  And then he ascends to heaven.  That is 

it.  It is so permanent. 

Jesus has left them.  Here they are, these disciples.  



You know how they are.  Even after they heard about 

Jesus being risen from the dead, they were still hiding.  

The risen Christ appears to them.  They're still hiding.  

They're running all over the place.  But they leave with 

joy to celebrate and to worship.   

What is going on here?  Was Jesus being with them 

so burdensome?  I don't think so. 

I have a feeling if we understood the crux of this 

material, there is going to be joy in our hearts as well.  

And there is going to be a renewed commitment to be a 

faithful follower of this Jesus of Nazareth through whom 

God was revealed in the most clear way. 

To catch why they were so happy -- it's almost like 

kids, you know.  Kids get happy when they get what they 

want.  Oh, I do too. I get happy when I get what I want. 

That's partly what is happening in this text.  Do you 

remember that Easter story?  Do you remember what 

happened?  They were told go to Galilee, and there you 

will see the risen Christ.  Go to Galilee.  Go to Galilee; 

repeatedly.  There you will see the risen Christ.  Not in 

Jerusalem, in Galilee.  These disciples never left 

Jerusalem.  

 They were just hanging around Jerusalem from one 

closed room to another basement, to hiding, to out 

fishing.  They were just hanging around Jerusalem.  

They would go fishing, get back and hide some more. 

You know why they were so happy?  They were so 

happy because even though they were in the wrong 

place, even though they engaged in active disobedience, 



even though they were told the risen Christ is gone 

before you to Galilee, there you will see him, they were 

happy because this Jesus did not relent, did not let go. 

Jesus appears to them in Jerusalem.  That is the 

definition of grace for us.  In our own way we find 

ourselves in places of our own choosing, in places of our 

own convenience, in places that are familiar to us, in 

places we think is the logical choice where we would be 

secure and safe.  That is what we do.  And we discover 

otherwise. 

But the good news and the grace factor of this text 

today is that Jesus comes to us where we are, meets us 

where we are, continues to stretch out Christ's arm and 

blesses us where we are, and continues to tell us, you're 

not alone, and I am going to shower you with the kind of 

blessings and power and might that belongs to me.  I'm 

going to give it to you.  And I'm going to give it to you in 

such a way that you would be my people and my 

instruments and my kingdom messengers to the ends of 

the earth. 

That is why they were so happy.  You see, the most 

dangerous thing is God's presence to be with us only if 

we got everything right.  See, that is the case we would 

often be in the absence of God's presence. 

The good news of the gospel and the grace of this 

text is that God is present and meets us wherever we are 

and does not take an inventory of all our brokenness and 

an inventory of all our weakness and an inventory of all 

our failures and say, this is as much as you are capable of 



doing and this is as much as I'll let you do and the rest of 

it, you can shelf it. 

That is not how the God of the Bible operates.  It is 

always to find us where we are and to empower us and 

grant us the kind of thinking and power and might so that 

we can be the transforming influence in this world. 

You see they not only went with joy, they worshiped 

him day and night.  But that word "worship," when it 

comes to these disciples, we know is something else.  It 

is not a passive in the pew kind of worship.  It is active 

engaged, transforming work that they did. 

These disciples who were hiding, found the power, 

knowing that it is not dependent on their brokenness but 

on the mighty power of God.  And they went to the ends 

of the earth continuing to remind the world, continuing to 

remind the world that joy is possible and the presence of 

Christ is available to all. 

You know it is Memorial Day.  We need to start 

thinking about the ongoing witness of the church.  Oh, 

we can sit and wring our hand about all of the division 

and all the good old days and the -- the days today are 

dismal.  We can keep doing that or we can be people of 

faith.   

We can be people of faith saying, it is not dependent 

on who we are, it is not dependent on our failure, it is not 

dependent on the lack of sight, but greater days are 

ahead of us because Christ continues to meet us where 

we are, the church.  And Christ continues to empower 

us and grant us visions where we are, not to be limited by 



what we see in the immediate, but to be the people who 

can see beyond the immediate into the newness of what 

the future holds. 

I believe the church has a unique witness today.  I 

believe our witness is about healing, our witness is about 

continuing to remind the world and our nation and our 

community that all would be well, not because of who we 

are, because of who God is.  For us not to buy into the 

propaganda of doomsday but to give into the spirit of the 

Christ who says, behold, I make everything new. 

Peace is possible.  Prosperity would knock at the 

door of those who did not even imagine they would ever 

be a people who have contentment.  Communities would 

come back together to celebrate and to rejoice.  There 

will be enough for people to eat.  None would be 

rejected.  All would be embraced.  The fabric of 

America would continue to remain strong and strengthen 

in the future.   

All of it is possible if people of faith continue to act in 

ways knowing that it is this God who meets us where we 

are and will continue to strengthen us to act. 

You know, how does this work?  It's important for us 

as a people of faith to take a look at where we are.  It is 

not going to happen somewhere out there.  It's not going 

to happen in Washington.  It's not going to happen in 

Frankfort.  It is going to happen right here.  And it is 

going to happen in deeds of mercy and kindness and 

reconciliation and compassion we extend to each other. 

We are continuing to look for some kind of a 



legislation that would be the magic pill.  It is so and 

those of us who are people of faith need to work for the 

kind of changes that will account for all of God's children 

to celebrate and to rejoice.  But it happens right here 

locally.  It happens through the kind of ministries that 

Madison Avenue Christian Church does, that we do not 

ignore those who are hungry.   

We would, in our own limited way, find ways to do 

what we call the Samaritan Car Care program, where 

people have transportation.  We think about meeting 

health needs and giving health education.  The list goes 

on as to what Madison Avenue Christian Church does. 

You know, the reason why we act in ways we act is 

not because of who we are but because of who is in our 

midst, Christ.  And the spirit of Christ continues to drive 

us in those directions.  I often wonder, does a church 

that continues to do so much with its limited resources 

ever get exhausted?  Would it wear out and sit and think 

oh, gosh how long can we hold this together.   

It is always important to know, that it is not our 

strength but the strength of Christ.  If you came here on 

a Monday night or if you went on Saturday when we do 

Samaritan Car Care program, you would hear the same 

refrain over and over again.  

I had a long day and it was a tough day.  I rushed 

and somehow made it here.  It's been a long week and 

somehow on Saturday morning, I made it to Samaritan 

Car Care.  But you know what, there is something about 

being here, being with people who care and show care, I 



am still tired but it is a good tired.  That's what they say 

all the time.   

I don't know what a good tired is.  Do you?  But 

that's what they say.  It's a good tired.  I'm going to go 

home and I'm going to feel so wonderful because I have 

been part of something larger than myself. 

Well, I want to tell you something.  Yeah, it is a good 

time.  Yeah, it is true you are people who care.  Yeah, it 

is true that a lot of goodness happens.  But there is more 

to why you feel the way we feel.  There is more to why 

people, when they walk through the doors of Madison 

Avenue Christian Church, have the kind of encounter that 

they can not explain. 

You know what it is?  That is what Jesus was talking 

about.  It is the spirit of God that enters you when you 

become the messenger and the one who delivers the 

good news in word and action.  That is the reason for 

that uplifting.  That is the reason for that joy.  That is the 

reason for the kind of hope that just swells up in you.  

And Jesus did that. 

Jesus stretched his arm, blessed them, and sent 

them forth.  Huh.   

To God the honor, the power, glory and majesty, now 

and forever more.  Amen. 

>>BRUCE:  Please be seated.  Let us join 

together in a prayer of thanksgiving.  Dear God you have 

blessed us in many ways, both obvious and hidden.  You 

have given us life and then offered the gift of eternal life 

through Jesus Christ.  With those gifts come the 



opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ by 

caring for our neighbors.   

We ask that you bless these gifts that we share now 

so that Madison Avenue Christian Church can continue to 

offer hope for those in need.  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body 

of Christ and the cup that we share.  Now we are caught 

in the immediate.  At least I am.  Much of it depends on 

immediate concerns, taking care of today.  And Jesus 

even spoke about it. 

But what this table reminds us is about not just 

answers for the immediate.  There is more to life.  And 

there is more beyond life.  Before this world was 

created, there was a table.  And in this world every time 

when we gather, there is a table.  And every time we 

gather around this table, we are looking for answers.  

And here is what we need to know about these answers. 

Jesus went up to heaven, ascended to heaven, and 

Jesus said, I will send you the spirit that would be your 

comforter, your strength and your guide.  What was this 

Jesus talking about?  This Jesus was talking about 

answers to life and life beyond.   

But what Jesus was also showing is authority over 

heaven and over earth.  There are so many authorities 

that are at play in our lives and in this world, but when we 

come to this table, when we engage in worship, when we 

call upon God's name, we are calling upon the one who 

has authority over heaven and earth. 



So as you hold that cup in your hand, I hope your 

prayer will be, come into my life, Lord Jesus.  I'm 

sometimes exhausted managing my life.  Take control.  

Take charge.  And your authority would deliver me and 

raise me up to new heights and since I have tasted and 

known that you are good, I will be an instrument of good 

wherever you place me. 

Come to this table.  The one who is in our midst has 

authority over heaven and earth, who is alpha and 

omega.  The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

>>GARY:  This is Christ's table and all are 

welcome.  Shall we pray? 

Our Heavenly Father, we come to you this morning 

offering our prayer of thanksgiving with grateful hearts 

for sending us your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior.   

As Christians, we know that we have Jesus with us 

at all times, but when we come to this table, we feel his 

presence even more.  We pray as we prepare our hearts 

and minds to share in communion with one another that 

as we share the bread and the wine, that it may 

strengthen us and renew us in our spirit.  This we pray in 

Jesus' name.  Amen. 

>>BRUCE:  Let us hear the words of institution 

from Matthew.  While they were eating Jesus took a loaf 

of bread and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to the 

disciples and said, take and eat, this is my body.  Then 

he took cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 

saying drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 



covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I will never drink again the 

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you 

in my Father's kingdom.   

Shall we share together?  

>>GARY:  If you have been visiting with us and 

have decided that you would like to make Madison 

Avenue Christian Church your church family, we invite to 

you come forward as we sing our invitation hymn or if you 

prefer you may meet with one of the ministers or one of 

the elders after the service.  Shall we sing? 

(Closing hymn:  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. 

>>SIMON:  And now go in peace.  May God 

bless you and keep you and may God bless America.  

Amen.  

 

  


