
 (O Love That Will Not Let Me go sung by Kate 

Tombaugh.)  

(Scripture reading by Carole Bird of                               

John 10:1-10.)  

      (Hymn:  Rejoice, You Pure in Heart.)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  Holy Mother and Father of us all, our songs of 

praise and our prayers are yours.  We raise them to you in the 

highest heavens on this Sabbath day.  As we gather to praise 

you in worship, ever-creating God, we give you thanksgiving for 

bringing each of us to this new day and for gathering us here in 

this place of worship. 

O God, on this beautiful spring morning, we give you thanks 

for the sounds of children, for we truly know that the church is 

alive.  O God, we lift up to you our thanksgiving for this 

community of faith, and we give you thanks for all of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ the world over. 

O God, it is a beautiful day full of sunshine and new hope.  

As we continue to watch the earth come to light with bright 

greens and colorful flowers, as we witness new life being born 

into the nests and burrows in our own backyards, we are 

reminded that you are here in this world at work creating new life. 

When we humans keep making things more and more 

messy, may we take a walk and observe your order at work in 

nature.  God, in whose image all humans are created, we pray 

that as we are overwhelmed with other people and our inability or 

unwillingness to understand one another, we pray that we may 

always at least recognize one another as your beloved children. 

O God, on this morning we lift up to you this prayer and we 



also come to you in a time of quiet prayer, lifting up to you the 

prayers on our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was     observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear the prayer 

that your son taught us who when we asked how we should pray, 

he said:  Pray like this:    

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.)    

(Special music by Kate Tombaugh:   

Fac ut Portem.)  

>>SIMON:  Kate, it would an understatement to say you 

have a beautiful voice.  But it feels just right to have you with us 

today.  Thanks for coming. 

I first heard Kate sitting next to Elsa Sule's bed and singing 

during her last days.  It was moving then.  It is moving now.  

Thank you. 

Are those horses still running?  I know the pigs are flying.  

I hope by the time I get home my horse will have crossed the 

finish line, and I can declare victory. 

Today's text is not so much a preaching piece of material, 

but it creates meditative zones, which is what I intend to do is 

create two zones of meditation for us.  And what these 

meditations do is to call us once again to reexamine where we are 

in our understanding of God, and how we see God playing in our 

day-to-day lives. 

It is about the Good Shepherd.  And you may wonder why it 

should be the good shepherd because there are bad shepherds.  

The best way to capture this material is to take the last line.  I 

have come that they may have life and that life abundantly, that 

life in all its fullness. 



And we know that we're all searching for life and that life 

with all its meaning, with all its grandeur, with all its wonder and 

awe.  And I just gave you a poetic way of looking at life.  But the 

way we live life is more prose.   

It's kind of boring.  We Google our way through everything.  

Everything is so predictable, and we know that there are things 

that are beneficial to us because we hear so.  That is the part of 

the bad shepherd.  We constantly are bombarded with 

propaganda and with the kind of stuff that says this is good for 

you, this is most beneficial to you.   

And what happens is we find ourselves in the pursuit of 

things that are being thrown our way that seem so attractive and 

find ourselves exhausted, disappointed, often in fear and 

wondering about the future. 

I may sound naive, but I am not.  If you think what I am 

saying is naive, then the Bible is naive, because it tells us that all 

this propaganda of bigger things and more and that will satisfy 

you is a lie.  The Good Shepherd says there is another way to 

look at life and that is about relinquishing, giving up control, and 

to give and we will receive.  It talks about dismantling our 

propensity to manage life all the time. 

I'm saying something wrong.  It runs against all the 

propaganda of success and prosperity.  The prosperity gospel 

may seem very attractive, but before long it puts you deeper and 

deeper into the same anxiety that led you there. 

What people like you and I as people of faith have to do is 

how do we distance ourselves from what is attractive and identify 

the voice of God that says something so silly as for what does it 

profit a person to gain the whole world and lose her very life, for 



what can you get in return for your life.  And then it goes on to 

talk about unless you are willing to give, you are not going to 

receive.  We here at Madison Avenue know that.  Unless we try 

to be a blessing, we will not find blessings. 

The Good Shepherd.  And the people would know my voice, 

says the Good Shepherd.  Huh.  To know my voice.  That voice 

of God, the voice of the Good Shepherd is not the only voice in 

town, is not the most attractive thing in town and therefore you 

and I have to have a constant life of meditation, devotion, prayer 

to be tuned to this voice.  And what we need to be doing is to be 

the kind of people who are not constantly talking to God.  It's 

good to talk to God, but to find that quiet center where without 

everything, without dispelling, to listen to this voice of God and to 

be able to recognize the voice of God. 

A great reporter was traveling through the Middle East.  

And those of you who are not aware of how life is in the Middle 

East, you'll be shocked that it'll be a beautiful highway and you 

are driving on the highway and all of a sudden there will be a lot of 

sheep in the middle of the highway.  You just have to stop your 

car and just wait and find a way for all of that to move.  So this 

reporter with all his entourage, they are going to do a 

documentary and they are driving down this huge highway and 

there is sheep all over, making all kinds of noise. 

And this reporter says, it was mind boggling.  Here he is 

from the West.  He's irritated but also fascinated and amused by 

the whole thing.  The driver honks and honks and honks and 

honks.  Nothing is happening.  The driver is just honking.  And 

before long a few other people -- because this is an entourage, a 

whole crew.  People from the vehicles behind they are getting 



out and try to shoo all these sheep out of the highway.  They're 

just running in circles.  This is not five or six where you can kind 

of go -- no, this is a huge load. 

He says he was getting to a point where he didn't know if 

they would ever get to the other side.  There is a beautiful 

highway, but there is nowhere to go.  And there was this feeble 

voice he said he heard.  And it was a weird sound.  He could not 

make any sense out of that sound.  And it was at a distance, and 

it became louder.   

And before long the proprietor, this man comes on the 

highway and he starts making this noise.  And he is the 

shepherd.  And the sheep just start following him.  And he just 

crosses the highway and goes on to the other side, and before 

long the road is just wide open. 

You see, there is just one voice that does not give us empty 

promises, that will not lead us astray, that does not tell us what is 

attractive, that is not coming to us so that they can get a piece of 

us.  There is just one voice and the purpose of that voice is to 

show us the path for life and that life in all its fullness.  And that 

voice, that voice is talking about relinquishing, that voice is 

talking about forgiveness, that voice is talking about acceptance, 

that voice is talking about accommodation, that voice is talking 

about unconditional love.   

This voice is a different voice.  It is not talking if you are 

tough enough, you can make it and you can have it.  This voice is 

talking about beating swords into plowshares.  Much of it 

depends on do we really believe that this voice is our hope.  Or 

do we want to follow all these promises that leaves us exhausted, 

hopeless, and most of the time wanting more and more.  The 



shepherd, knowing the voice of the Shepherd. 

We need to tune our ears and our heart to the voice of the 

Shepherd.  That is one meditative zone.  And before long this 

text moves on to another zone of meditation, which is about the 

sheep.  And the sheep are out in the pasture, and one has to kind 

of see how this works.  You see, New Revised Standard version 

translates it into "gate."  Revised Standard version translates it 

as "door."  I don't think "door" is the right translation.  Gate is a 

better translation.  That's what I'm going to work from today. 

It is about security.  It's about safety.  And we all know that 

the most important thing for us is security and safety.  And we 

hear all kinds of promises about security and safety.  And we 

yearn for the day when life will be secure and safe and we look to 

things that will protect us.  What today's text tells is there is just 

one safety that will not fail us.  Get this image.  The gate.  I am 

the gate.  Hmm. 

How can you be the gate?  How can this Jesus be the gate?  

Jesus starts talking about I am the Good Shepherd.  Out in the 

pasture there is a lot of evil; wolves, thieves, all kinds of people.  

And what they're trying to do is look for the sheep and see if they 

can either harm the sheep or steal the sheep.   

And the shepherd would guard the sheep with the 

shepherd's life.  When you are talking about the Good Shepherd, 

you need to get this image.  What this shepherd does is does not 

just simply promise some sort of panacea where there is no harm.  

It's in the middle of this harmful place.  It is in the middle of all the 

adversaries that the shepherd will gather all the sheep and put a 

fence around. 

And there is this entrance.  After the shepherd has counted 



all the sheep inside, after they have had their water, after 

everything is secure, there is still this opening.  Get this.  I am 

the gate, says Jesus.  You know what the shepherd will do?   

After doing all of this, the shepherd will just lie down at that 

opening, right across.  Have you heard that expression?  If you 

are going to harm me, you got to get beyond me.  That's exactly 

the image. 

That is I am the gate.  The shepherd will just lie down at that 

opening.  And everything is secure.  You don't need a big army.  

You don't need all the other security protection that exist.  It is 

that shepherd lying there as the gate is the ultimate protection.   

Two things will not happen.  No evil would cross the 

shepherd and come in to hurt the sheep, nor would the sheep 

cross this gate and get out, unprotected in the midst of all the 

danger that is waiting to harm the sheep. 

I don't know.  To me, that image of Jesus being the gate, 

the one who lays down his life to grant us the absolute safety and 

protection is more than what this world can offer.  The Good 

Shepherd.  They will know my voice.  I am the gate.  And that is 

how we are led to life and that life abundantly.  Hmm.  Momma 

may have.  Poppa may have.  But God bless the little child who 

has his own.   

Christ is the Good Shepherd.  To God the honor, power, 

glory and majesty now and forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  The Church of Christ of Every Age.)  

>>DONN:  You may be seated.  As we prepare to offer 

our gifts and talents, let us meditate for a few moments on all that 

God has given us. 

Give who created us all, in the words of the old hymn:  We 



give Thee but Thine own, whate'er the gift may be.  All that we 

have is Thine alone.  A trust, O Lord, from thee.  May we Thy 

bounties thus, as stewards receive and gladly, as Thou blesses 

us, to Thee our first fruits give. 

We pray, O Lord, that this offering may be used wisely to 

further the coming of your kingdom and true peace as we minister 

to the needs of your people.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.   

   (Collection of gifts.) 

   (Offertory music by Kate Tombaugh and  

     Jeehan Park:  Ezekiel's Wheel.) 

   (Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake 

in the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and the 

cup that we share.  Isn't that what we want, a life that does not 

want?  Because want leads to anxiety.  Wants leads to 

alienation.  Want leads to suspicion.  Want leads to us wanting 

more and more and more and there isn't enough in the world to fill 

this bottomless barrel pit.   

And that is why we find ourselves in the same cycle; a cycle 

of anxiety, a cycle of always wanting more, knowing that there is 

nothing that will satisfy.  The most outrageous thing is there is 

nothing in this world that is capable of satisfying us when we walk 

that path of want.  But get this.  This is even more outrageous.  

Today's lexicon has Psalm 23 and the outrageous claim is the 

Lord is my Shepherd and I shall not want.  Because the promise 

of the gospel is that unless we know the voice of the Shepherd 

and unless we entrust our lives in the care of the Shepherd who 

says, I am the gate, our life will be marked by wants.   

So hear again Psalm 23 starts by saying, the Lord is my 



Shepherd, I shall not want.  Repeat with me.  The Lord is my 

Shepherd.  I shall not want.  Wow. 

And there is only one place in town where that gift comes 

abundantly.  That is at the altar.  And this altar reminds us the 

Lord is my shepherd, I shall not.  The gifts of God for the people 

of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  My Shepherd, You Supply My   Need.)  

>>SUE:  All are welcome at Christ's communion table.  

Please bow with me in prayer as we bless these elements. 

Dear Lord, we offer up to you our most grateful thanks for 

your consistent and life-giving gift of bread to be shared by all.  

We are blessed and thankful to be together in these quiet 

moments as we share communion.  Bless these emblems to our 

spiritual health and may we join together and individually in 

rededicating our lives to your purpose.  In Jesus' name we pray.  

Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>DONN:  Let us hear the words of institution from 1 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I also handed on 

to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took a loaf of bread.  And when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and said:  This is my body that is for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup also after supper, saying:  

This cup is in the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as 

you drink it in remembrance of me.  For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 

comes again.  Drink ye all of it.  

>>SUE:  It is so good to be together finally on a 



beautiful day in May.  Not only hearing Simon's, as usual, 

amazing sermon, but also hearing the beautiful music of Kate and 

Jeehan.  Thank you. 

Whether you are a member or you are visiting with us, we 

welcome you.  If you would like to become a member of Madison 

Avenue Christian Church and join in any or all of its opportunities, 

please come forward during our closing hymn.  Or if you prefer 

you may speak more privately with Simon or one of the elders.   

And now if we have faith and we believe, we know that our 

Savior will lead us.  So let's sing our closing hymn like we believe 

it:  Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us.  

>>SIMON:  I give you my peace, not the peace that this 

world offers, says the Lord.  And now the peace of God that 

passeth all understanding abide with you now and always.  

Amen.  


