
  

>>FAY:  Good morning.  The children and youth, the 

sponsors, and I would like to welcome you to Youth Sunday, 

2017.  The children and youth have been working for several 

weeks to prepare to be leaders in worship today.  And the 

children and youth have written all of the prayers and reflections 

that you will hear this morning. 

As a mother, I know that there are so many things that our 

kids do that impress us.  But what has always impressed me 

most is watching kids take ownership of their faith and of their 

own faith journey.  And that's what our kids have done here 

today.  They have given thought to words, and time, 

commitment to serve and worship God.  And yes, today is also 

Mother's Day and so this morning we also give thanks for all of 

the women in our lives who have inspired us, nurtured us, 

encouraged us, loved us.  And this morning it is not just the 

mothers and grandmothers of these children who should be 

joyous today but these children and youth are all of our 

children.  They belong to each one of us.  We covenant with 

them on the day that they are blessed in this community of faith 

to love them and to raise them into the faith.  And so, they are 

our children. 

A few bits of information.  The sermon today is a story 

sermon from a series that we use in Children's Church 

called Young Children and Worship.  You will see a 

prerecorded video playing on the screens at the time that I am 

telling the story, so that you adults have a sense of what it looks 

like from a child's perspective.  But, of course, if you are brave 

enough, you are welcome to come up during the story and see it 

for yourself in person. 



All of the hymns that we sing today are the favorite hymns 

of the mothers and grandmothers of the children and youth that 

are participating today.  And then also I invite you to look in the 

bulletin and take notice of the insert that is there that is sharing 

both information about Vacation Bible School and then our 

summer Sunday School offering. 

And lastly, we will be celebrating graduation of our 

graduates on Father's Day.  So we are not ignoring you, Dad.  

You get something special to celebrate as well.  So if you have 

a graduate in your family that you would like for us to recognize 

on Father's Day, please provide me that information. 

Last but certainly not least, we want to thank Jeff Evans, 

Diane Farrell, Debbie Peterson, and Christopher Manker, who 

are the sponsors for our youth group and have given so much of 

their time and gifts this last semester to work with our children 

and youth and today would not be possible without you.  So 

thank you very, very much.  I believe those are all of the 

announcements with the exception of one.  At the end of 

worship today there are flowers up here.  Whether you are a 

mother or not or maybe you forgot to get your mom a present, 

take some flowers.  Otherwise they will return to dust, the dust 

from which they came. 

All right.  Let us begin our time of worship by standing 

and singing our opening hymn. 

(Hymn:  Here I Am, Lord.)  

>>XAVION:  Good morning, Everybody.  We are 

happy to see you all this morning.  Will you bow your heads 

and pray with us? 

>>LUKE:  Dear God, thank you that you are here with 



us and we know you are our Good Shepherd.  And just like the 

lost sheep must have been worried, we sometimes worry, too.  

But we know that you love us and if we wander away in worry, 

you will come and find us because of your love for us.  

         (The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by James Kintner of   

Psalm 23.) 

(Special music by Jeehan Park.) 

(The Good Shepherd and the Lord's  

Supper Story Sermon with Fay and   

Children of MACC.)  

(Hymn:  It is Well With My Soul.)  

>>EMMA:  Dear God, we have been blessed to be a 

part of such an amazing church.  We do so much for people in 

whatever they may be facing.  Unfortunately, this costs time 

and money.  Any offering will help our church continue to do 

what we do best, help others to find the light of Christ.  Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.)  

(Doxology.)  

>>SAM:  We have come to the part of the service 

where we are given some time to ponder over the bread that was 

given and the cup that was given.  In the Father's house there 

are many mansions and Jesus has gone to prepare a place for 

all of us, enough room for you and for me, et cetera.  But 

although there is -- there are many mansions, there is only one 

table.  In God's realm we will gather together with all people in 

all times in all places at this one table. 

Imagine how that will be.  We can get a start on that 

experience right here, now, at this table.  As you look around or 



imagine all the people gathering for communion, recognize that 

at least a few faces in that crowd will probably surprise you.  

Don't let that keep you away.  Remember that our Lord 

associated with all types of sinners, even you, even me.  Let us 

pray. 

God of us all, we thank you that we are all one in Christ, 

especially when we remember Jesus' sacrifice to make a way to 

come into your presence as one people.  We thank you for 

these symbols of his sacrifice that remind us of our host, Jesus, 

who gathers us all together when he calls us to his table.  

Amen. 

(Hymn:  In This Very Room.)  

>>SAM:  Will you pray with me, please?  Dear Father, 

like a mother you give birth to us, nurture and greet us every 

day with new opportunity.  You protect us, feed us, give us 

words to say, show us how to walk, cheer for us in our 

successes, wipe our tears when we fail, and encourage us to 

dream big and love us for who we are.  Thank you that you do 

not give up us when we don't call upon you in prayer when we 

should.  Forgive us when we disappoint you or neglect to 

remember that all that we are came from you.  Forgive us when 

we think we did it by ourselves.  Open our eyes to see those 

who need the embrace of your mothering love, who need 

someone to be their champion, someone to always give the cup 

of cold water.  Help us this week to take your love to heart and 

embody it like Jesus, deeply and tenderly.  In his name we pray.  

Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>EMMA:  While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of 



bread and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples 

and said:  Take, eat, this is my body.  Then he took a cup and 

after giving thanks he gave it to them saying:  Drink from it, all 

of you, for this is my blood of the covenant which is poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I will never again 

drink of is fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in my 

father's kingdom.  Let us drink together.  

If today you feel like you are ready to choose a church 

family and Madison Avenue seems like the church for you, you 

are welcome to come up during the closing hymn or you may 

speak to Fay or Simon privately.  We'd love to grow our church 

family.  

>>FAY:  As we close today's worship, at the end of 

service during our post lude, the children will be lined up down 

front, and I hope you come back and thank them for their time 

and thoughtfulness and congratulate them on their well-done 

time of service and worship this morning and their leadership.   

So often we say that children are the future, and they are.  

But they are also the present.  And so it is our responsibility to 

teach them now so that they can be the future of the church.  

As we go from this place, may we know that the Good Shepherd 

is guiding us now and always and is always leading us to the 

good green grass and feeding us at his table.  Let us go 

knowing that God's peace is with us now and always.  Amen.    


