
 (Hymn:  God of the Ages, Whose  

            Almighty Hand.) 

>> FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  God, our beginning and our end, God the ground 

of our very being, we come before you this morning with a song 

in our heart.  Our hearts sing in the midst of new dimensions, 

in the face of changing ways.  Who will lead your Pilgrim 

peoples wandering their separate ways?  Should the threats of 

dark addictions cause us to withdraw in pain, may your blazing 

Phoenix spirit resurrect the church again.  For you, God, of 

rainbow and fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, we 

your people, this is our journey now and evermore.   

O God, how shall we thank you for the many blessings 

that you have given us.  Will we sing songs of praise?  Will 

we give to you from our abundance?  Will we again pledge our 

loyalty to you in lives of service and compassion? 

Yes, God.  Yes, in all of these things we shall offer 

our praise and our commitment to you.  For we know that each 

new day, each new opportunity is a blessing given to us freely 

by you.  We know that your new heaven and your new earth reside 

within us. 

O God on this day we have come bringing names and 

situations of those near and dear to us.  Maybe we bring names 

and situations that have been given to us from friends, 

neighbors.  Maybe there are names and situations that we know 

of through the newspaper, radio or television.  But we bring 

it before your throne of grace for we know in bringing all of 

prayers before you, we are part of your new creation, working 

toward bringing healing and wholeness to this fragmented world 

where we can hope to bring hope and forgiveness to everyone.  

O God, open our hearts for we want to be agents of peace 

and hope on this day and evermore.  O God, we pray this prayer 



and we continue to pray for those who are sick in mind, body 

or spirit.  We continue to pray for those who are struggling 

with addiction.  

We pray for those who are in incarcerated or 

institutionalized, those who feel lost and lonely, forgotten.  

God, we continue to pray for those who are serving us and 

protecting us both near and far, and we pray for their families 

as well. 

O God, now we come to you lifting up to you the silent 

prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

           observed.)  

>> FAY: O God, we pray these prayers and the prayer that 

your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading by Pat Cantrell of  

           Luke 21:5-19.)  

>>BOB:  Before I play, a quick comment.  My gratitude 

to be invited to be a part of the concert last night and have 

a chance to play with Mike Rintamaa, who was high student as 

a teenager.  And we have not played together since.  And also 

that Michael become my successor at Central Christian.  And 

between the two of us, we have a 50-year span of service in 

that congregation.  

The other comment I want to make is to make sure you 

as a congregation have some appreciation for the instrument 

that you now have.  I know a lot about pianos.  The restorer 

who worked on this piano is very gifted.   

Michael and I both agreed last night this is an amazing 

restoration.  And it sounds better than a new one would sound 

because Nevin restored it to fit the acoustics of this room.  

It's not as bright and not as loud as a new piano would be.  



You also need to know that a new one would cost, the best price 

$65,000.  You need to know that, because you need to appreciate 

the value that has occurred of a first class restorer working 

on a fine instrument and these marvelous acoustics, which is 

such a delight to play.   

I'm going to play the fine movement of a Mozart, just 

delightful music and one of my favorite composers.   

(Special music by Bob Kintner.)   

           (Applause). 

>>SIMON:  We observed Veterans Day this weekend.  So 

all of those who served there great country, please stand up 

and be recognized.  (Applause). 

Thank you for your service.  

Multiple things.  I was just thinking when I was a 

student at Lexington Theological Seminary. 

>>BRUCE:  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  I would go to the cathedral of the Christian 

Church Disciples of Christ Lexington which was central and as 

all good students do, you sit in the back pew.  And I used to 

sit in the back pew. And I would see the back of this head, 

and look at the bulletin and it would say, Bob Kintner.  That's 

as much as I put a face on that music, Bob Kintner's, the back 

of his head.  That's all you could see.  

Then I come to Madison Avenue Christian Church and I 

saw this face when Bruce introduced me for the first time.  And 

since, we have had the joy of him coming and playing and to 

be with us yesterday Reverend Kintner traveled all the way from 

North Carolina.  Of course, Bruce went to pick him up and he's 

going to drop him back today.  Still for him to leave Sally 

and come here all the way shows a lot of love, and we thank 

you, sir.  (Applause).  

It was a great evening yesterday.  And Bruce put 



together quite a evening for us.  I also would like to 

acknowledge a few people, and I'm going to leave out a lot of 

people.  All of you can come and beat me up later on.  The 

person who coordinated, chaired this event, put a lot of 

details and worked hard on it was Jan Chapman.  And Jan, would 

you please stand up?  I would like to thank Jan.  (Applause). 

Madison Avenue, in its beautiful tradition, has good 

music, has good mission, but that's not the end of the story.  

There is one more thing, has good food.  And whenever you talk 

about good food and receptions, you thank Shari and Sharon.  

And I would like to recognize both of them as well.  

(Applause).  

There are a multitude of people who put a lot of work 

into this and if I go through the names, we would have to go 

to lunch as Linda says once in a while.  So we're not going 

to do that. 

The text for today is an apocalyptic text or so we look 

at it.  I think it is not so.  I put the title in the sermon 

before our election.  So I had to rework the material.  The 

election is over.  We have a new president.  And we together, 

as a nation, pray for God's wisdom, that God would lead and 

guide him, and in all that he does we, as a nation, would become 

stronger, prosperous and be a beacon of hope in this world.  

Having said that, I am going to come later on to probably 

simplifying this text, but bear with me.  To simplify this text 

to an extent where it seems so simplistic when you think about 

the big painting that exists here.  

This is about the universe.  I don't want to use the 

opening line because that is the destructions of the temple.  

But I want to take you further down.  And the talk is about 

earthquakes and disease and fire, everything being torn apart.  

It is going to be the ending of the world.  



And if you just took that part alone and took what the 

disciples asked him afterwards, what the disciples asked was:  

So when is this going to happen?  And how do we save ourselves? 

And Jesus says:  People will come, and they may even 

use my name.  And they would say all these signs are about the 

end and destruction and it all being over.  Don't go after 

them.  They are not speaking for me.  

Oh, can I pause here for a moment?  These end time 

stories have become a trillion dollar business.  People try 

to work us over about fears of end time and hopelessness and 

to talk about a few who are redeemed and the rest have gone 

and about left behinds and about chosen frozen, and people go 

through the gamut to talk about God's destructive power.  

And this end time prediction has nothing to do if you 

took the whole text together, which is what I want to talk 

about.  

The end time prediction that just talks in Luke's gospel 

is to tell us, don't go after them.  Don't go after those who 

talk about demise and destruction and death and all being over, 

because God did not come into this world in the form of Jesus 

Christ to damn the world, but to redeem the world.  Did not 

come to add darkness to darkness.  Because when you add 

darkness and darkness, the sum total is darkness.   

God took the form of flesh to come to us to tell us that 

in the midst of darkness there is always the light and people 

of faith focus on light instead of darkness.  

You and I, in our lives, we face darkness at times.  But 

baptized people hold on to this other memory that goes as far 

as Moses.  And it travels along history to remind us that every 

time there is destruction that is being spoken of or that is 

being promoted, it is people who hold on to the memory of God 

who is at work in our midst, healing, reconciling, bringing 



us together and to remind us that do not be afraid, for I am 

with you.  

I told you after elections I had to change the approach 

to this text.  And what prompted that thinking is it is 

sad -- it is sad that people of faith who believe in a living 

God who is among us, who is working in our midst, would cling 

on to hopelessness and join that card and with that, the church 

becomes a place that is just hat and no cattle.  

To make claims of destruction has nothing to do with 

embracing the spirit and the power of God who is in our midst.  

But the way Luke finishes that text is in your endurance, in 

your endurance, you'll find your soul. 

Let me retranslate that line for you.  A better 

translation is in your endurance, you would find life.  That's 

a better translation.  In your endurance, you'll find life.  

What is this endurance that we are talking about?  

Particularly in our situation now?  Post election, all kind 

of division talk and some of it is in apocalyptic terms, how 

everything good can come to an end, how everything can break 

down.  

I want to suggest something different.  Because in the 

midst of all the darkness, in the midst of all the stuff that 

is spoken of, God is still at work and God is looking for people 

who would bring this country together, who would bring about 

healing and would bring about oneness.  Because still goodness 

has to prevail.  Still this great nation has to endure and move 

on.  

So what do we do?  There are some things I do, some 

things I don't.  The thing I do is I learn to shut down my 

television more and not keep watching that stuff over and over 

again.  

Because the more I do, there is very little hope in me 



and all it does is it's aggravating me and I'm still starting 

to think about further divisions instead of thinking in terms 

of hope and reconciliation.  Number two, that Face Page is not 

helping anyone.  No, it's not.  

Your day has been captured by Face Page and somebody 

way out there is saying something that is so dark and the next 

thing you know, you throw back a little more darkness at it 

by trying to counter it.  And there is no hope.  

I think it's time for us to shut it off for a while, 

just stay with your family, especially the ones who agree with 

you. 

But I think there is a role you can even play on 

Facebook.  Override every conspiracy and propaganda that 

comes out of Face Page that is hopeful that reminds us, that 

reminds us of great history that causes us to continue to dream 

hopeful dreams that strengthens us to care for those in our 

midst.  

I don't do Facebook but those of you who do, I hope that 

you will try to martyr yourself and we can start a small support 

group here at Madison Avenue.  They say it's addictive, so we 

can start a little support program here.  That will be a new 

program.  

I have started to do something that is so Kentucky, that 

I've kind of lost touch, but I've started doing it again since 

election, which is whether I'm in the grocery store, gas 

station, wherever I am, I started to smile more at people and 

say, hello, how you doing.  

I think we forget we are still people who used to shop 

in the same stores and do the same things.  I think it is 

important that we remind ourselves about the people.  It is 

about us.  

I hope you will do that, too.  Do you know -- I have 



started realizing this.  You smile at someone and simply say, 

how are you.  It transforms the moment for both, for you and 

them.  I have not paid much attention.  All this while it was 

just a habit, like ministers always hear people say that 

anytime you ask them, how you doing?  Doing fine, Preacher.  

No.  This is a little different.  I'm hoping we would 

mean it and we would extend ourselves to see each other as 

brothers and sisters.  It's important.  

Are you sitting there wondering like I am every car that 

goes by my house or I'm thinking about people on my street:  

Who do they work for?  Can I trust them.  Hmm?  They're the 

same neighbors, people.  The election is over.  

I think it is time for us to reintroduce ourselves to 

our neighbors.  Because much of it is about your neighbor.  

Much of it is about our communities.  Much of it is about us 

rededicating ourselves to taking care of one another.  

I told you I'm casting this text in the light of post 

election.  I have preached this text for 30-some years, you 

all.  This is the first time it hit.  You know all the 

destruction stories, such a universal picture, everything is 

coming to an end.  But do you know where it starts?  The 

destruction of the temple.  

That is where Jesus begins to talk about this whole 

paraphernalia that follows.  And it occurs to me the way you 

started thinking about destruction and what it means to us when 

you talk in big schemes, you can just join the talking heads.  

But when you are talking about the destruction of the temple, 

you are talking about the destruction of your local community.  

And the answer to us in the days do come is about the 

life of our local community.  It is about our neighborhoods, 

and I believe if this nation is going to reconcile and unite 

and come back together, there may be national schemes, but for 



us, our immediate thing is:  Local.  

We need to think locally and act locally and dream 

locally if there is going to be a national transformation.  It 

is important that we as a church once again double up and 

rededicate ourselves to be the ones who will be the guardians 

of the weak and the poor and the marginalized and the homeless, 

right here.  

And we would go to extreme, extreme distances to do 

that.  Oh, yeah, MACC, you heard about it last night, feeds 

close to 20,000 people a year, healthcare clinic, Samaritan 

Car Care program, inclusion ministries.   

I am tempted to say we are being called to add one more, 

one more mission, one more ministry that would be a 

transforming presence where God has placed us right here in 

Covington, Kentucky.    

I am hoping that we as a church would dedicate ourselves 

again to dream another dream, to lift one family a year out 

of poverty to sustainable life.  One family a year. 

I don't know.  Huh?  So Madison Avenue celebrated its 

Centennial.  Can you imagine if we embarked on the journey now 

and when we get to our next Centennial, 100 families lifted 

out of poverty to sustainability.  Can you imagine the picture 

in Covington, Kentucky, if every church would do that? 

What would be the shape of our town?  We're talking 

about what's wrong with our education, our neighborhoods, our 

streets.  Can you imagine the tax base we would expand if we 

would move people out of poverty to sustainable life?   

I think our time is now when we hear all the deep, dark 

divisions, to think in terms of hope and reconciliation and 

community life and laughter and playing, and dancing, and 

singing, and calling neighbors brother, sister and if 

necessary extend yourself in the most unmitigated way to those. 



And we as a nation, would see that we would come back 

together.  Much of it depends on how we act locally.  To God 

the honor, power, glory and majesty now and forever more.  

Amen.   

(Hymn:  This Is My Song.) 

>>LINDA:  Please be seated.  Let us pray for our 

offering. 

God of the ages, God of all nations, we come to this 

moment bringing gifts to dedicate to your glory.  We bring 

time, we bring talents, we bring treasure.  And we humbly ask 

that you bless them and us.  Guide us in the wise use of these 

gifts.   

We pray that we may be a voice and a presence in the furtherance 

of the healing and reconciliation and hope and the bringing 

of your kingdom into our community and our world.  We ask this 

in Jesus' name, Amen.           

       (Collection of gifts.) 

               (Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to partake 

of the elements that represent the broken body of Christ and 

the cup that we share.  

What does an end time text have to do with the table?  

Isn't it odd because it does not even belong here?  You bring 

end time predictions near the table, and it is odd.  Because 

this table is a reminder about God's redemptive power, not 

God's destructive power.  This table is an assurance about 

God's enduring love, not about evil that will endure and 

prevail all around us.  

The closing line of Luke reads:  Endure and you would 

find life.  That endurance becomes difficult because we are 

bombarded by propaganda all around us.  

But there is a way people of faith endure, which is to 



drink from the fountain of life, to let the presence of the 

living God who is in our midst guide our path.  

It is to offer all fears and all doubts before the altar 

and ask God to take it away and reinstill in us a spirit of 

hope, which is God's spirit.  

So we come to this table to feed off the fruit of the 

vine.  We come to this table to be drenched by the spirit and 

power of God.  We come to this table to be embraced by the one 

who says:  Fear not, for I am with you always.  We come to this 

table by the one who unites us to become one body.   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen.    

>>DONN:  Let us pray.  Almighty and loving God, we 

gather this morning divided.  We have experienced a week full 

of the rhetoric of hate and despair, a week in which our 

brokenness was on display for the entire world.  

This morning we need all that this table offers, for 

all are welcome here, regardless of the differences that 

separate us.  We pray that through this communion we might 

symbolically join hands around this table to begin the process 

of healing. 

We ask these things in the spirit of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ at whose table we gather.  Amen. 

>>LINDA:  These are the words of institution from 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I also handed 

on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it and said:  This is my body that is for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.  

In the same way he took the cup also after supper saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often 

as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 



until he comes.  Let us drink together. 

>>DONN:  Simon if you ever bring me to tears with one 

of your sermons right before I get up to be an elder -- 

You all don't get the chance to be up here and look out 

at your faces.  You are a beautiful sight.  

Bruce, I don't know if you chose the date for the concert 

last night.  But I can think of some really -- that was an 

amazing, amazing evening last night just at a time when we 

needed that so desperately.  How proud I was of our church hat 

night.  So much of what this church has to offer was on full 

display as we gathered to share a wide range of glorious music 

and to rejoice in the mission that has been given to this 

church.  

The fellowship shared before, during, and after the 

concert was truly amazing as we gathered those within this 

church and those from the community and other churches who 

share the mission of this church.  If this is the day you would 

like to formally join in this fellowship, we invite you to come 

forward as we all rededicate our lives as we sing our closing 

hymn. 

>>SIMON:  John has been attending church.  John comes 

and volunteers on Monday nights and Wednesday nights and when 

everybody is tired after doing a long day's work.  I don't know 

where he finds the energy.  He's still going, wants to clean 

and wants to do everything.   

John it is a joy.  It is a joy.  And I'm glad that you 

have come forward to become a part of this wonderful church 

family.  Great people.  Great people.  John, do you believe 

in Jesus the Christ the son of the living God.   

>>JOHN:  Yes.  

>>SIMON:  Do you believe that the Bible will guide you 

and a church family like this would surround you with the love 



and the protection always.  

>>JOHN:  Yes, sir. 

>>SIMON:  Welcome to Madison Avenue Christian Church 

(Applause).   

And now may the peace of God that passeth all 

understanding abide with you, guide your path and keep you 

safe, now and always.  Amen.    


