
 (Hymn:  Come ye Thankful People,  

       Come.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me 

in prayer please?   

Patient God, sometimes we seem to think that being 

people of faith is a diplomatic exercise in your favor.  

We posture and make grand gestures of holiness and ask for 

your grace, and then we easily slide back into habits of 

self-centeredness and judgment of other people.  

O God, how many times have we spoken words 

committing ourselves to our faith and then we turn our back 

on those commitments, and we follow temptations.  We 

follow the temptations of greed and selfishness, 

arrogance, ignorance, sometimes hatred, certainly 

stubbornness.  And then we shout at you our displeasure 

in how we are being mistreated.  

We cry out to you to come and clean up our messes, 

bargaining and rationalizing, making excuses for any 

responsibility that we should take.  

O God, forgive us.  Forgive our foolishness and 

help us remember the power of your healing love, which you 

give us so freely.  Forgive when we think that we know 

everything and then discover that we are ignorant. 

Teach us to be quiet.  Teach us to listen.  Teach 

us to place our trust in your abiding power.  On God, on 

this last day of the Christian year, we complete the 

journey, a journey during which we have learned of the 

witness of Jesus Christ through his birth and then the 

growth of the church, a journey through which we have read 

and learned great lessons from our Hebrew and Christian 

scriptures, a journey through this year, which has 

provided us the opportunity to renew our acquaintance with 



all of our ancestors in faith who have gone before, who 

have been faithful disciples. 

O God, help us take these lessons into our lives, 

into our hearts, and let this, the reign of Jesus Christ 

Sunday, may this reign of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

our Savior, be evident in everything that we say, that we 

think, that we do.  And give us the confidence and the 

courage to truly be your witnesses each and every day. 

And, God, as we pray this prayer, we also pray 

prayers for those in our community of faith and in our 

neighborhoods who are sick.  We pray for those who are 

sick in mind, body, and spirit, for those who are 

desperately struggling with addiction, for those who feel 

lonely and lost and forgotten.  

We pray for those who are in prison.  We pray for 

those who protect us, both near and far, and their 

families.  We continue to be in prayer for all of our 

leaders.  And God, we lift up the silent prayers of our 

hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

      observed.) 

>>FAY:  We pray these prayers and the prayer that 

your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Jodi Owens of   

           Deuteronomy 26:1-11.)   

(Chancel Choir:  I Will Sing New  

       Songs to the Lord.) 

>>SIMON:  So it is that time of the year already, 

huh, Thanksgiving?  Sitting around the table.  Of 

course, everything revolves around the table, and then 

hoping that somebody does not open the wrong topic.  And 



then you kind of go oh, my goodness, this dinner has to 

be over soon because -- but there's something you can do 

about it, which is to do what the text you just heard today 

does.  

It begins by talking about harvest, work hard, till 

the land.  If you have been anywhere in the Ancient Near 

East, you know that is not easy business.  It's hard 

conditions, rocks, thistles.  So, they till the land, 

they grew the food, and they brought -- and they're asked 

to bring the food before the priest as an offering.  

And when I look at that text, I thought, wait a 

minute, they had to till the land, grow food, harvest.  

They were promised a land of milk and honey.  Whatever 

happened to all that stuff flowing?  Why did they have to 

work so hard? 

Golda Meir says, never mind milk and honey; if I 

had a little oil.  That would have been good enough.  A 

piece of real estate where there is no oil, and there's 

oil all around. 

That was the promise.  I will take you to the land 

of milk and honey.  And now the text says they had to till 

the land and labor and work hard to be able to bring about 

harvest. 

But then they also know, as they're tilling the land 

and working hard, about the days in the wilderness where 

food came and there was no labor on their part.  It was 

just God's providential care.  Food dropped.  Manna from 

heaven, quail.  I think these people had every possible 

recipe you can think about quail.  Can you imagine?  You 

can't eat the same kind of quail.  You have to do a lot 

of improv.  The quail experts. 

When they are tilling the land, they know about how 



God provided, but yet they kept laboring.  They had to 

labor hard so that they could produce, so there is food 

so that they can have for themselves, their family, their 

community, and enough to share with the alien among them.  

And that is what they were supposed to bring before 

the priest and make an offering, the hard labor.  And I 

suspect that is the version of our Thanksgiving in the 

Bible, that they gathered in the presence of abundance, 

all the abundance is spread, and they sit around with the 

family and friends. 

And it says when you do that, remember, remember 

who you were, remember the days of nothing, remember the 

days of anxiety, remember the days when you thought would 

it even happen.  Because if everything is about what you 

are able to create that time and that moment and if you 

are consumed by that, you have left God out of the picture.  

So, remember.  

How are we going to remember as we sit around the 

table?  Sure.  I do not want us for a moment to miss when 

you see all that bounty there for you to think about your 

hard work, about all the support networks that make it 

happen, about some of those times when hard work was really 

hard, that you wished you didn't have to face it again. 

O, you want to smile, that all of those efforts did 

not go in vain.  But when you do that, when you do that, 

I hope this text would instruct us as to how we remember 

as well.  Remember those days when you felt weak and not 

able and God's mighty hand and outstretched arm was there 

shielding and protecting you.   

Remember those days when you thought about how 

would the future be like and at that time there were 

anxieties of your own.  Remember those days and know that 



God's care guided you, delivered you, and brought you to 

this point.  Remember the day when you said, even if I 

fail, even if I am not able to prevail at this moment, even 

if this effort of mine is going to go down, I know one 

thing, that God will not fail me, that God will lift me 

up, would continue to guide my path and my destiny. 

Remember all that.  Because it is easy for us to 

be drenched in the moment where everything was possible 

and everything is available and everything is present and 

everything that we want is there in front of us.  But if 

we fail to remember the one whose steadfast love has 

endured forever, who has provided you more than you can 

imagine, and the outcome of all that has happened in your 

life is not just your own making.  It is that remembrance 

that is so contagious that changes the conversation around 

the table.  

It is how you position God at that table is how you 

position God in your life, is how you position God in 

Thanksgiving in terms of remembrance is how all about your 

future is transformed.  Because it is no longer just you 

alone, it is no longer just the sleepless nights, it's no 

longer just the harsh realities.  It is the one whose 

mighty arm is able to shield you and protect you and bring 

you through.  

And that is true of your personal life.  That is 

true about church life.  That is true about our 

communities.  That is true about your nation; that God's 

providential care is what makes everything possible.  I 

hope you would sit in awe for a moment and think, really, 

all of this is possible; really, I was able to prevail; 

really, in the midst of all the harsh realities that there 

is such abundance.  



And if we don't think for a moment that it is God's 

providential care that makes it possible, number one, we 

would fail in the days to come, because it is the same God 

who was in the past, who is in the present, who will be 

with us in the days to come.  

And if we don't, and if we don't, everything about 

what we are and who we are at this present moment is our 

own making, and therefore we can be like the ones who do 

not have to do anything for anybody or share or even invoke 

God's name, and we can shelter and keep everything for 

ourselves.   

If we invoke God's name into who we are and what 

we are at this moment and what we own and what we possess, 

then we yield to what we have for God's purposes, which 

makes for communities, which makes for giving, which makes 

for sharing, which makes for prosperity; not just for 

ourselves but everybody also.  

People of Israel in this altar call had something 

very telling.  Even though the harvest was good, even 

though it is a moment of offering and giving, even though 

it is a time of remembering about the days when it was not 

so, it is a moment of causing God delight.  

Have we ever sat at the Thanksgiving table thinking 

about causing God delight?  Everything is about us.  

Everything is about what we are going to do at that moment.  

But this God who provided takes great delight in how we 

remember, and to remember that it is not out of our 

capacity, it is not just simply out of our strength, it 

is not because we are smart enough and tough enough that 

everything that we have and everything that we own are 

possible.  It is because this God provides, this God 

watches over, this God delivers.  



I hope that in Thanksgiving, your gathering and 

your family table would not just give you joy, but give 

God delight because you remembered.  You remembered that 

without God, nothing is possible.  You remember that 

without God, there is no future.  You remember that 

without God in present this will be so -- such an empty 

moment.  

To cause God delight.  To cause God delight.  To 

God the honor, power, glory and majesty now and forever 

more.  Amen.   

(Hymn:  For the Fruit of All      

              Creation.)  

>>DEBBIE:  You may be seated.  At times of 

distress and confusion, we look to our God, a God of 

abundant love and wisdom.  As we gather in Thanksgiving 

this week, we will remember to share your love with all.  

Let us pray.  

Most holy God, we come to you with our deepest 

wishes and look to your direction on how to live as 

followers of Jesus.  We ask your blessings upon all the 

gifts that are given today and through the week and seek 

direction on how to best use these gifts to build up your 

kingdom.  We ask for blessings for all who give of their 

time, talents, and treasures.  In the name of Jesus 

Christ, Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake of the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share. 

Today is Thanksgiving Sunday, but it is also Christ 

the King Sunday.  It's a Sunday when we as people of faith 



acknowledge God's authority, power, might, and dominion.  

And it is by that power that we live.   

And if you're like me, all your capacities, all that 

you're able to is really not good enough.  Because there 

comes a moment when you face your own follies, weakness, 

and limitations. 

But what makes life whole?  What makes life 

triumphant?  What makes a person of faith know and live 

and trust that all would be okay is not because of what 

I can, but it is because God can and that God's power is 

more than anything that you can ever harness for yourself.  

So, on Christ the King Sunday we come to this table 

to surrender ourselves, offer ourselves before the 

throne, offer our brokenness before the mighty healer, 

offer to God every challenge that we face and we don't even 

want to talk about it.  Because God's mighty power is able 

to deliver us, heal us, restore us, and place us back at 

a pedestal, at a pedestal.  

That is what this table is.  So come.  You'll hear 

about making offerings.  The greatest offering one can 

make before the throne is yourself.  So offer yourself 

before God.  Let the power of God surround you, lift you 

up, heal you, speak to you.  And you would find that life 

would be full, no matter what.  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

>>JOYCE:  God of time and eternity, we are grateful 

for this communion hour.  We come to this table for daily 

blessings that give us life itself.  May the partaking of 

the sacrament prepare us spiritually for the task of being 

Christian in our daily relationships.   

Renew as we break together the bread of the spirit 

and drink of the cup of love.  Help us, O Father, to see 



more clearly your mission for us in the world today.  Use 

us as your instruments of reconciliation and service in 

the coming days.  

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>DEBBIE:  Let us hear the words of institution 

from 1 Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I 

also handed to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 

he was betrayed took a loaf of bread and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said:  This is my body that is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way he took the cup also after supper, 

saying:  This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this as often as you drink of it in remembrance of me.  

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  Let us all 

drink together. 

>>JOYCE:  During our closing hymn, if you would 

like to come forward and become a part of this fabulous 

Madison Avenue Christian Church, we invite you to do so.  

Or you can talk to the minister or an elder at your time 

of choice.  Bring all your friends next week, will you? 

>>SIMON:  Go in peace because a life of peace, a 

life filled with hope is possible, not because wrong will 

not come to face you, but because God's mighty hand would 

deliver you, protect you, shield you, and always cause you 

to smile.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

  


