
  

 (Hymn:  Come, O Long Expected       Jesus.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me 

in prayer, please?  Lord of all creation, we gather here 

this chilly, but beautiful sunny morning to praise you.  

We lift our voice in hymns of praise.  We bow our heads 

in humility as we speak to you and listen for what you are 

speaking to us.  

All glory and honor is yours this day, God of heaven 

and earth.  God of amazing surprises, we are rushing head 

long into this season of buying, giving, greed and just 

struggle. 

We want to think of the holiday as delightful, but 

we have a tendency to make it a time of absolute highest 

stress.  We overschedule our time.  We overdraw our 

resources.  We ignore those moments in which we could just 

relax and have quiet time with our families and with you.  

And, God, we blame it on everything else but our 

own decision-making.  We speak of obligations, of the 

need to be constantly busy, of the pressure to purchase 

things to make other people happy.  And yet we know that 

it is your love that should be our foundation and the base 

from which we celebrate.  

In this season of Advent, our watchfulness is not 

necessarily about what is to happen but perhaps should be 

on the ways in which we order our lives, ways that block 

out your love and your healing power.  O God, forgive us 

for our stubborn insistence on maintaining schedule 

rather than focusing on your love.  Heal us.  Strengthen 

us.  And make us watchful over our faith in you. 

O Lord of hope, you bless us, you bless our lives 

every day.  And sometimes we forget that all these 



blessings come from you and we overlook them or we decide 

that we just deserve it all.  O God, make us ready.  Slow 

us down and help us find release from the demands.  Help 

us reach out to others with gifts of kindness and peace.  

Enter our hearts, reminding us to be gentle and peaceful 

people. 

Help us to prepare for the arrival of you in the 

form of a defenseless newborn baby.  And may we guard or 

time and our hearts to prepare for you and to understand 

what this time and celebration means, just as we guard and 

prioritize the needs of the newborn baby.  

O God, on this day we continue to pray for those 

who are sick, spiritually, physically, and mentally.  We 

continue to lift up those who are struggling with 

addiction.  We continue to pray for those who are feeling 

lost and lonely or forgotten.  We continue to pray for 

those who are imprisoned and institutionalized, those who 

protect us, both near and far and their families.  And 

God, we continue to lift up those who we call our leaders 

at every level.  And, God, we lift up to you now the silent 

prayers of our hearts.    

(A moment of silent prayer was  

         observed.) 

>>FAY:  O God, hear our prayers and hear us as we 

pray the prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Chancel Choir:  Emmanuel, God with  

        us.) 

>>SIMON:  I have been so wrong for very long, but 

I better be right today.  Because seated right there is 

the former dean of Lexington Theological Seminary. 

>>BRUCE:  Amen. 



>>SIMON:  And I better be careful.  Dr. Dare and 

Mrs. Nancy Dare, we welcome you today.  Thank you both for 

being here today.  (Applause).  I hope you go easy on the 

grading.  

I'm going to use a phrase like a refrain today but 

the phrase is not mine.  It stuck in my head from an 

article I read way long ago and I've been trying to hunt 

that article down.  I can't find it, who the name of the 

author.  I don't remember.  But it is by an unknown author 

but good enough that that phrase stuck in my head.  And 

I thought I would work the material in the first chapter 

of Mark today using the title.  

Mark does not spend too much time trying to talk 

about the birth narrative and all who came.  He is in a 

hurry to get to making the first claim, which I think is 

an outrageous claim.  It's outrageous because the claim 

is this:  God became a human being.  God became a human 

being. 

Mark does not know how to say anything more than 

that.  It's just in the first verse.  I really think that 

is part of what is happening in all the birth narratives.  

We don't have language to say that God became a human 

being.  You do not have images you can kind of put together 

to make this outrageous claim:  God became a human being.  

We have tried to cover it up and doctor it and dress 

it in so many ways.  And somehow a manger scene and Santa 

Claus and all the other stuff we do to Christmas kind of 

layers over the fact but the quintessential fact is 

Christmas is celebrated because God became a human being.  

John the Baptist does not know how to talk about 

it.  How do you say it?  There isn't any language.  You 

can kind of talk about the incarnate Word, whatever that 



means.  Or you can dance around it and neutralize the term 

by saying, well, Jesus was fully human, fully divine.  

But the outrageous most powerful claim about this 

birth is God became a human being.  To come and to be in 

the midst of what is so precious to God, which is creation.  

In Jesus Christ, God was revealed to us.  And therefore, 

the Christmas story is about God became a human being. 

It's always said from the line of David because that 

is as far as imagination goes in the ancient narratives.  

All they could think about was the greatest being who ever 

reigned over Israel with all power and might was David.  

So, you kind of have to say something about David to talk 

about power and might.  

But what they really need to say was God became a 

human being.  Today you and I are here simply because God 

become a human being.  John the Baptist sounds gibberish 

at times.  He didn't wear the right wardrobe.  He should 

have hired a consultant.  At least that way we can have 

a Christmas ornament.  

John the Baptist.  It is so odd that there is no 

Christmas ornament of John the Baptist.  You don't know 

where to put him.  You don't put him in the front of a 

Christmas card.  That is no way to greet somebody.  The 

reason why John the Baptist fumbles all around and there 

is certain awkwardness about it, even the kind of food he 

ate.  Why would we go out to lunch with somebody who eats 

locusts and honey?  Everything about him is out of whack.  

Why?  Because John the Baptist didn't know how to say God 

became a human being.  

We just layer stuff over it, one over the other.  

But John the Baptist at least went as far as saying 

something which we don't say anymore, not in the church.  



That's not a good thing to say.   

If you are thinking in terms of how the church would 

grow and how the church can be popular and how the gospel 

can be popular, you don't want to talk about repentance.  

What you want to talk about is I'm okay, you're okay, we're 

all fine.  Let's get along.  Don't talk to somebody about 

you need to make a change.  They're not going to like it. 

But not John the Baptist.  Because John the Baptist 

was aware that there was a truth that he cannot talk about.  

He does not know how to talk about it.  He does not know 

what to say about it because God became a human being.  He 

doesn't know how to say I.  So, he says:  Repent.  

Because the one who is coming after me is more powerful.  

I'm not even fit to untie his sandals because it is 

more than I can comprehend.  All I can say is you and I 

as people, we need to repent and try mending our ways 

because God became a human being.  

We can make this outrageous claim in softer terms.  

We can pack it in terms of goodwill, huh, and then kind 

of make it softer by saying, well, oh, Jesus doesn't mind, 

everything is okay.  It's all right.  Jesus paid it all.  

But underneath all of the veneer lies the great fact 

and truth that God became a human being.  Why?  Because 

creation is God's passion.  Creation is God's greatest 

occupation.  Creation is God's obsession.  God will not 

stay far and continue to let things just wither away.   

It is not just way back then.  It is today.  God 

became a human being.  It's a fact because God finds 

creative ways to appear and reappear, because God did not 

fall into deathly silence after the last page of the Bible 

was written.  

God find ways.  And when a church tries to witness 



to this truth, the church is witnessing to the truth that 

God became a human being who transformed the world, to 

remake the world, to reconcile the world, to tear dividing 

walls of hostility so that this world would continue to 

resemble in some way, in some shape the kingdom of God that 

Jesus reminded us about.  

The central claim about Christmas is God became a 

human being.  I'm going to stop saying that because I 

don't want to you sit at lunch and think God can't hear 

me. 

I'm going to stop saying it because I think it is 

time we dedicate ourselves to living it.  If God took the 

form of you and I to come to this world to remind us about 

God's care and providence, it makes us mindful of how we 

live our lives, that we are indeed accountable to the one 

who became a human being. 

It makes us people who will not accept darkness, 

even death as the final word, because hope is alive in the 

most powerful way because God became a human being.  It 

keeps telling the church over and over again, keep 

proclaiming the good news in word and in action, because 

we are reminded at Advent about God's power that is real 

on this earth and you and I are witnesses to it. 

It is no more a religion of our own making.  It is 

no more choices that we make because we so choose.  It is 

people who are driven by the spirit of the living God 

because at Christmas we are reminded that God became a 

human being.  

The church is a powerhouse.  You and I, we are 

endowed by enormous power to act on behalf of God and be 

mindful that we act appropriately because -- to God the 

honor, power, glory and majesty now and forever more.  



Amen.   

(Hymn:  They'll know we are  

        Christians.) 

>>JOYCE:  Be seated.  You already did.  

Please pray with me.  

God of majesty and glory, by your Holy Spirit made 

present in us, the light that burst upon the world when 

Jesus was born and with that light, give us wisdom and 

courage so that in our time we may repair ruined cities 

and proclaim the year of your favor.  Make us shine like 

stars in our world, holding forth the word of life.  Yours 

will be the glory and honor through Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen.                    

        (Collection of gifts.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  When we say this is the 

Lord's table, and when we say, God became a human being, 

which is what we celebrate called Christmas, what we are 

saying is God claimed the world again.  

And by God being a human being we are reminded that 

we don't get to choose who comes to this table.  We don't 

get to choose who claims to be a child of God.  We don't 

get to choose what we dispel and what we accept.  All we 

get to choose is to open our arms and invite all those who 

want to come and be in the presence of this table. 

So when the table says all are welcome, it means 

all.  And when the table says, God's gift is for everyone, 

it means everyone.  And when it says, joy comes from God, 

it is for you and I.  The gifts of God for the people of 

God.  Amen.   

(Hymn:  Spirit.) 



>>DEBBIE:  All are welcome to this table.  Let us 

pray.  

At this time we look to our creator and give thanks.  

We thank you, God, for the love you have surrounded us with 

in your world, for your mercy and your forever forgiveness 

of our transgressions.  We thank you for the gift of your 

son Jesus Christ who in his living has shown us how to live.  

We ask for your spirit to shine through us even more 

strongly as we go through this season and into the coming 

year.  We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.                         

       (Distribution of the elements.) 

>>JOYCE:  Pray with me.  While they are eating, 

Jesus took a loaf of bread and after blessing it, he broke 

it, gave it to the disciples and said:  Take, eat.  This 

is my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he gave 

it to them saying:  Drink from it all of you for this is 

my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I will never again 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when 

I drink it new with you in my father's kingdom.  Drink you 

all of it. 

>>DEBBIE:  This is the time in our service where 

we like to put out an invitation for anyone who has been 

visiting and would like to make this your family church.  

We would like for anyone who wants to rededicate 

themselves, you can do that.  You can do that during the 

singing of the hymn or you can talk to Simon or one of the 

elders in private if you prefer to do that.  Let us all 

sing our final hymn together. 

(Hymn:  Hail to the Lord's  

       Anointed.) 



>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that pass 

them all understanding abide with you now and always.  

Amen.    


