
       >> FAY: You may be seated.  And will 

 you join with me in prayer, please? 

God of the heavens and of this tiny 

planet, God, creator of the immense and 

expanding universe, and God who created 

each of us down to the last freckle and hair, 

you are holy, you are glorious, you are 

magnificent, you are our creator, redeemer 

and sustainer. 

Because you are, we lift up words of 

praise.  We acknowledge how big and 

mysterious you are.  O God, who created all 

that we know and don't know, we come here 

to this place of worship and to sing and 

pray, not because you need it to be God or 

because you require it from us to be God.  

But we come to worship to remember that we 

are not you, that we are not God.  

God, who created the seeds and the 

trees, the fruit and the grain, the farther 

we get from working the land with our own 

hands, the less we understand many of the 

illustrations in the Bible.  The farther we 

get from studying in hopes of understanding 

the Bible, the less we know about our own 

story of faith and heritage as Christians.  

The less we know about our story and 

heritage, the more other people try to 

define it for us, and we will follow 



blindly.  

God, you gave us powerful minds to 

use for learning and for coming to our own 

understanding.  Help us to use our minds to 

read the Bible, the story of our faith and 

our ancestors so that we can grow and mature 

in our faith and not follow blindly the 

false prophets and teachers that abound.  

O God, who created our powerful minds 

to think and create, in the coming days help 

us to turn off and to turn away from the 

television.  Let us turn away from the 

noise.  Let us turn away from most of our 

fear and anxiety.  Let us turn away from the 

source that props up false teachers and 

prophets.  

In this newly found time away from 

the television, let us come to you in 

prayer.  Let us return to our children and 

grandchildren.  Let us take a walk in the 

glorious crisp air and revel in the beauty 

that you have created in autumn.  Let us 

choose you over a talking box. 

On this glorious beautiful morning 

full of sunshine and cool air, for the smell 

of leaves on the ground and the sound they 

make as we shuffle our feet through them.  

To the sight of seeing our breath for the 

warmth of coats, homes, places of worship, 



for the freedom to worship as we choose, for 

our friends, neighbors and strangers who 

greet us with smiles and make us feel 

welcome, for music and coffee, for the lunch 

shared with others after worship, for the 

naps and the playtime this afternoon, for 

the time to rest on this Sabbath day and for 

these and so many more blessings O God, we 

thank you.  

We lift up to you those who are ill 

in body, mind, and spirit.  We pray for 

those who continue to struggle with 

addiction, for those of us who are dealing 

with broken relationships.  We lift up to 

you those who are serving to protect us both 

near and far and we pray for their families.  

We lift up to you those who are risking their 

lives and the lives of their loved one to 

escape oppression and war. 

We continue to pray for the millions 

and millions of refugees around the world, 

who only wish for safety and hope to live 

a life free from fear and poverty. 

We continue to pray for those who 

have been incarcerated and those who have 

been institutionalized and forgotten.  We 

pray for the lost, the lonely, the nameless 

and the voiceless.  May we discover who 

they are and be their voice. 



And we come to you in prayer on this 

morning, Almighty God, and we lift up to you 

in silent prayer the prayers of our hearts.   

               (A moment of Lent prayer was  

               observed.)  

  

             >> FAY: We pray these prayers and the 

  

         prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)   

              (Scripture reading of Luke 20:27-38  

        by Karen Turner.) 

              (Chancel Choir:  Taste and See.) 

>>SIMON:  Sometimes we read these 

texts from where we are and end up missing 

out on the mystery and the spectacular 

nature of what they're trying to convey to 

us.  It is easy to just dismiss what the 

Sadducees did in terms of just kind of a 

got-you moment.  They are just trying to 

frame him and they were trying to say that 

he's not right.  

That is too limiting.  There's 

something much more dangerous in this text.  

And there is something much more dangerous 

that is robbing us of the power of the living 

Christ who is within us and among us.  There 

is something robbing the church of its 

dynamic power of witnessing to the risen 



Lord.  I continue to say that and I'll say 

it again.  The church has no business in 

social work. 

The church has no business in just 

doing a little good, a little there.  The 

church has every business in witnessing to 

the risen Christ, who is among us rattling 

every dividing wall and causing darkness to 

be dispelled.  And whenever the church does 

something, that is the first question.  Not 

about I'm doing something good, but about 

how does this witness to the power of the 

risen Christ who shatters every difficulty 

that we encounter. 

Text begins by talking about the 

Sadducees who do not believe in the 

resurrection.  And Jesus has a spectacular 

way of answering them.  But before I move 

further, I want us to know that it is the 

Biblical truth and it is true that now we 

know in part, but there is coming a day when 

we would know more fully.  Now we see dim 

in as a mirror, but there is coming a day 

when we will see face-to-face.  

There is going to be a reunion of 

saints.  There is coming a day when we would 

see those who have gone before us 

face-to-face for a grand reunion.  This is 

the promise of the gospel.  And that is the 



truth of our faith, that what we know now 

and what we have in the immediate and our 

success and our failure is not all there is 

to life but for us sophisticated people that 

is a little bit too much for us to talk 

about.   

We want to talk about sadness.  So, 

let's talk about sadness in this text.  

They come and ask him some redundant piece 

of question about this woman whose brother 

died and had no child.  Again, and again and 

again.  Six.  I don't know why six.  Why 

can't they stop at three or four, you know? 

Six men.  And in the day of the 

resurrection whose would she be.  That is 

the question.  And Jesus answers this in a 

funny way.  This was days when Lexington 

Theological Seminary --  

>>BRUCE:  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  Amen.  We're still all 

awake.  These are the days in Lexington 

Theological Seminary Lexington Theological 

Seminary you walk in and it'll be just 

cigarette smoke and pipe smoke everywhere.  

Fellowship Hall, classrooms.  And 

Dr. Lauren Brodus, who was professor of 

church administration, he had this 

interesting habit of always having his pipe 

and every now and then he would puff at it.  



Usually for me I'll be sitting and 

thinking, one day that is thing is just 

dead, what will he do.  But no, somehow 

there'll be a little smoke that will come 

out.  And it is one of these seminar classes 

and it's meeting in the Fellowship Hall.   

And Dr. Brodus his pipe and is 

talking.  We are talking about 

difficulties in church administration, 

about pesky people.  We don't have anybody 

here.  Pesky people.  Pesky people.  

Everything would be wonderful.  They can 

find something that would just ruin the 

beauty of everything, pesky people.  

We as a church cannot do as much if 

we are not a people who can see the glory 

of what God causes us to do.  And Madison 

Avenue Christian Church is marked for it.  

And that is why we can take bold steps and 

dream big dreams.  

Pesky people.  And Dr. Brodus is 

saying:  How do you insulate the life the 

church from pesky people who can derail the 

agenda, who can rob the joy of the moment.  

And this very person sitting there looks at 

Dr. Brodus and says Dr. Brodus, aren't we 

supposed to love everybody, aren't we 

supposed to care for one another.  In the 

church that is what we are supposed to do, 



aren't we? 

And Dr. Brodus takes a couple of good 

puffs on his pipe, blows smoke, and leans 

to it and says:  Grow up.  Grow up, will 

you?  The church is a real place.  People 

come there with all kinds of their own 

frustrations and sometimes it rubs off into 

the life of the church.   

Church is a place of enormous passion 

and people love their church dearly and 

sometimes they say things that may run 

counter to tomorrow.  But if you think that 

everything would be hunky-dory, grow up. 

You see that is really what Jesus is 

trying to say in this text.  Jesus goes on 

further to just mock by him by saying, this 

world is so limited.  What you know in this 

world is so limited.  Don't transfer all 

these worldly realities to the kingdom, 

because the kingdom of God is far beyond 

your imagination or your capacity.  All you 

need to do is wait with anticipation to 

taste how God has designed life everlasting 

and stop trying to sit and figure out.   

But there is more to the grow up 

story.  The more to the grow up story is 

this guy really did not have any belief in 

how God is at work in this world or how God 

designs and does the marvelous things.  



He just kind of goes based on little 

here, little there, cherry pick what he 

likes about God and places it.  He did not 

have any faith in the God almighty.   

You need to watch out how you talk 

about God.  You need to watch out.  Tex 

Sample tells the story.  Tex Sample says 

when he left the little town and went to the 

big university, he came home.   

And when he came home after doing 

two, three years of university -- that is 

the most dangerous time in a person's life, 

this two, three years of university.  

Because you have not really understood a 

whole lot.  You have understood a little, 

and now you think you know everything.  And 

you are ready to figure out.  That is the 

most dangerous time.  

So the most dangerous Tex Sample 

comes back to the little town where he grew 

up.  And his uncle next door walks up to see 

him and says:  Hi, city boy.  You know, 

that's code language.  It's more common 

when someone calls you "city boy," they're 

trying to tell you something.  Listen 

carefully.  He says, hi, city boy.  So he 

says, hi, Uncle Andrew.  

So what do you believe about this 

miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000.  So the 



dangerous Tex who has been through 2 1/2 

years of university now breaks into his 

thesis.  And he says, well, Uncle Andrew.  

See, what I think about feeding of the 

5,000.  And Uncle Andrew just barges in 

between and says, city boy, I didn't ask 

what you think, I asked you what you 

believe.  

The real question for us is not what 

we think about God.  The real question for 

us is not what we choose about God.  The 

real question about -- for us today in this 

text is what do we believe about this God, 

the God of Moses, the God of Rachel, the God 

of Abraham, the God of Mariam.   

The God during the past who has 

sustained life as we know it, what do we 

believe about this God.  We are constantly 

trying to reinvent and rediscover what this 

God is for us.  

Yes, God is being revealed in the 

most spectacular way in our everyday 

experience, but the truth of the matter is 

this is not God for you to discover.  This 

is the God of the ages, who has endured 

people's lives of faith in the most 

marvelous and spectacular ways.  God's 

ways are mysterious yet marvelous.  And you 

and I, if we do not know how to talk about 



it, all we need to do is to just let the past 

speak to us, the one who has guided history, 

the one who has seen through the most 

difficult times, the one who has lifted 

people up, wiped tears, caused dancing and 

laughter, and rejoicing.  This is the God 

of the ages.  

You see the problem with the 

Sadducees who asked this question is he did 

not have faith in the God of the past, the 

present, and the God of tomorrow.   

How do I know God is with us today?  

Because God was there yesterday.  How do I 

know God will be with us tomorrow?  Because 

the God who was truthful across the ages, 

who is truthful this day, will be truthful 

to deliver us in the days to come.  

Much of it depends on how we would let 

God be God.  Much of it depends on how we 

would walk away from cherry picking our own 

choices of what God needs to be and should 

be.  You see that is the test of faith and 

test of belief.  Naive as it may sound, it 

is just to sit and stand and to observe God 

everywhere.  I know we are people who try 

to figure everything out all the time.  

But this God's spectacular nature is 

beyond human understanding.  I always 

wonder.  The same good old Tex 



Sample -- the same good old Tex Sample tells 

the story.  When he was a student in 

seminary -- unfortunately, he didn't go to 

The seminary. 

When he was a student in seminary, 

his dad from a little town went to see him.  

And when they were there, they took a small 

walk.  As they were walking, his father 

just grabbed him by the hand and said:  Tell 

me, son, what is heaven like.  Do they have 

all those spectacular things that they talk 

about? 

And Tex, the city boy, college boy, 

now seminary boy that he was, he says:  

Well, mom and dad, you see we cannot talk 

about heaven in those terms.   

And he just turned to him and said:  

Is this what I put the farm on sale and 

borrowed against everything and sent you to 

seminary to tell me, you're kind of trying 

to figure out?  If they don't teach you 

exactly how heaven looks, what the heck are 

they teaching you in seminary anyhow? 

You see, we as a people so badly want 

to harness everything about God and 

everything that God intends.  And what we 

end up doing is miss out on the mystery of 

this God and miss out on that moment where 

we so badly need God for God to reveal God's 



self-in the most mysterious way.  And we 

miss the rock of ages at the time when we 

need this God the most, all because we want 

to rationally capture and cognitively 

understand everything about this God and 

that God is not available in your 

understanding at the time you most need this 

God, at the time the nation most needs this 

God, at the time the world most needs this 

God.  Because this God breaks through in 

the most spectacular way, way beyond your 

imagination.  

Do you believe that?  To God the 

honor, power, glory, and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  For the Beauty of the 

Earth.) 

>>GARY:  Please be seated.  And 

will you bow your head with me in prayer?  

Our Heavenly Father, we are grateful for all 

that we have been given for we know that all 

things come from you.  We ask for your 

blessing on the gifts that we bring.  Guide 

us in their use so that we may further your 

kingdom here on earth.  We ask for your 

blessing on the gift and the giver.  This 

we pray in Jesus' name. 

(Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are 



about to partake in the elements that 

represent the broken body of Christ and the 

blood that was shed.  

You know, we all want to learn more, 

know more especially Christian Church 

Disciples of Christ faith by reason.  And 

we need to be so.  Otherwise we are going 

to be swallowed up in every propaganda that 

surrounds us. 

And I believe that.  But you know 

what?  When there are times when I need God 

the most or when there are times when joy 

transcends all reality, during those 

moments I don't want the God I can 

understand and know.  I want this God to be 

revealed in God's mysterious yet marvelous 

ways.  

In the deepest pit when I am there, 

behold thou art there.  When I ascend to the 

greatest height, behold, I know thou art 

there. 

I don't know how to explain that.  

None of us can cognitively understand and 

harness that.  All we can do is experience 

God's mysterious presence the way we 

experience it at this table, just simply 

stand there at this moment of communion and 

say:  Since we are surrounded by such a 

cloud of witnesses, we will leave behind all 



that is burdensome and run our race with 

patience knowing and trusting in the one 

who's been faithful across the ages.  Is 

that the God who is revealed to us on All 

Saints Day? 

The mystery of faith for the people 

of faith.  The gifts of God for the people 

of God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Lord of Our Highest Love.) 

>>LINDA:  This is not our table.  It 

is the Lord's table and the invitation 

comes from Him and is extended to all.  

Will you pray with me, please?  God 

of the ages, we come to this table to taste 

and see.  We come in recognition of and 

thanksgiving for your goodness, your power, 

and your love.  We come recognizing that 

these elements are your gift to us of your 

promise that we are yours and we pray that 

in our partaking that promise will enshroud 

us and empower us and go with us to be your 

witnesses in our world.  

We ask this in Jesus' name.  Amen.    

 (Distribution of the elements.)  

>>GARY:  These are the words of 

institution as recorded in Mark.  While 

they were eating, he took a loaf of bread 

and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it 

to them and said:  Take, this is my body.  



Then he took a cup and after giving 

thanks, he gave it to them and all of them 

drank from it.  He said to them:  This is 

my blood of the covenant which is poured out 

for many.  Truly I tell you I will never 

again drink of the vine until I drink it new 

in the kingdom of God.  Drink all of it. 

>>LINDA:  We have come to the time in 

our service where it is our custom to extend 

an invitation to anyone who has been 

visiting with us and would like to 

officially establish this place as your 

church home and this family as your church 

family.  So we invite you to come forward 

during the singing of our closing hymn or 

to find a time to speak with one of the 

ministers or one of the elders. 

(Hymn:  Standing of the Promises of  

             God.) 

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of 

God that passeth all understanding abide 

with you now and help you sustain through 

life's most challenging and joyful moments, 

now and always, Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

 

  

  


