
 

>> FAY:  You may be seated.  And will 

you join with me in prayer, please?  Mother and 

Father God, we gather here together in this 

place of worship.  We gather here taking some 

small amount of time from our week specifically 

to calm our minds, to quiet our hearts, and to 

praise you and give you thanksgiving for your 

incredible blessings on our lives. 

Even amidst the struggles and the fears 

and the anxieties, we still are mighty blessed 

with family and friends, with a place to lay 

our head at night, with a community of faith 

that welcomes us, a place where we can give back 

to you, God, first because you have put a call 

on our lives and second, we give back in 

gratitude, in humble thanksgiving for your 

many blessings.  

God, as we come here in this place, we 

come from many different places, different 

jobs, different backgrounds.  Some of us come 

with an air of arrogance and a sense of being 

better than others.  Some of us come with a 

broken self-esteem and sense of self and don't 

understand our own value.   

But God, however, we come, we come 

before you this day and we bow our heads and 

we offer up to you our prayers for our 

brokenness, for our addictions, for the 



illnesses that our bodies struggle with, for 

the relationships that need repairing, for the 

children that we're not sure that we're raising 

right, and for the world that just seems so 

chaotic we don't even know where to begin to 

pray.  

O God, we come to you now in a moment 

of silent prayer, lifting up to the prayers of 

our hearts and listening for what it is that 

you need us to hear.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>> FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and 

hear the prayer that your Son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

           (Chancel Choir:  We Will Be Your  

            People.)  

>>JAN:  Today on Pledge Sunday, we 

celebrate the opportunity to be part of the 

ministries of this great church family.  We 

have been called by God to be a transforming 

presence where God has placed us.  We are 

united in worship, study, acts of selfless 

service and reflection and fellowship and 

caring.  

We have the privilege to be part of 

MACC's ministry as we invest our time, our 

talent, and our treasures.  You are invited to 

bring your pledges forward as directed by the 



ushers.   

(Collection of pledge cards.) 

>>SUE:  As we have now come to the end 

of our stewardship campaign at Madison Avenue 

Christian Church, we come with joy, peace, and 

satisfaction, knowing that our missions, 

visions, spiritual and physical foundation 

will continue as so well begun by those who have 

gone before us. 

Please bow together as we dedicate our 

titles and offerings and remaining faithful in 

the giving of ourselves to the work of the 

kingdom. 

Dear Heavenly Father, all we have has 

been given to us by you.  Thank you for the 

privilege of stewardship, as we return a 

portion of what you have given us and pray we 

may always be aware that we are working 

together with you.  May each of us be reminded 

that we make a living by what we get but a life 

by what we give.  We now humbly ask your 

blessings on these offerings.  In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

          (Scripture reading by Rachel Kintner  

           of Luke 18:9-14.)  

(Chancel Choir:  Grace Alone.)  

      (Presentation about Music & Mission  

          by the Soul Sisters, aka, Shari  



          Caldarelli, Rachel Kintner and Sara  

      Kintner.)  

>>SIMON:  What has church come to?  We 

are supposed to be serious people, holy people, 

judgmental people.  Our job is to tell other 

people how terrible they are so that they can 

stay away (laughter).  

Madison Avenue Christian Church has 

chosen to be a place that is welcoming of all 

and shares its warmth and joy, lifts people up.  

And November 12th is going to be a celebration 

of all that and more.  And I'm hoping that all 

of you would go and invite people you know, 

people you do not know, people you like, people 

you dislike, because they will start liking 

you.  

The text we have today is a very telling 

piece of material.  And you do not have to work 

it too hard.  So, it is by providence that we 

have that material today.   

Jesus is talking about piety.  Jesus is 

talking about holiness.  Jesus is talking 

about what makes someone find God's favor in 

the most beautiful, awesome wonderful way, to 

experience it in all its fullness.  

And so, Jesus goes on to tell the story.  

The story is about two guys -- we cannot relate 

that to our everyday life as we know it now -- a 

rabbi and a tax collector.  So, let us make 



that a churchy person and not-so-churchy 

person.  That does not refer to us much at 

Madison Avenue Christian Church, because I 

started by saying we are a place that is 

welcoming of all people.  

But this is the general understanding 

of what church folks are like.  The churchy guy 

has such righteous claim.  He stands before 

the altar and he says:  I am such a great guy.  

You know that, God.  Because I do it all.  I 

show up every time I'm called to be at church.  

I give.  I fast twice.  I follow all the 

rituals and everything that the church has 

taught me.  I keep all the traditions.  I stay 

kosher.  And therefore, here I am.  Accept me.  

Bless me.  Let me know I'm righteous.   

Can I pause for a moment?  The reason 

why I call this guy a churchy guy is that is 

what is happening in America today.  More and 

more people are staying out of church because 

they have come to the conclusion that folks who 

are churchy, who are in church are judgmental 

people.  What they do is they claim themselves 

to be the holy ones and discard the rest to be 

unholy.  They have their own criteria by which 

they would accept someone as a Christian.  And 

with their criteria, they sit in judgment of 

others and make others feel unholy. 

And for a long time, people thought they 



would find ways to be accepted by these church 

folks.  After a considerable amount of trying 

and being humiliated and being judged and being 

finger pointed at what the dominant society, 

the larger society decided was:  Just stay 

away from churchy folks. 

Started a big decline.  If only we 

understood what Jesus thought church folks 

should be like, which is what this text talks 

about, church life, religious life, sacred 

life in America would be vastly different than 

where it is today.  Pew Research poll says that 

over 78 percent of people in the larger 

community think of church people to be 

judgmental, to be judgmental.  

What a sad commentary about those who 

take the name of Jesus, who came to tear down 

dividing walls of hostility and to take down 

people playing God in the name of God and to 

be a place that is inviting to become a place 

of judgment.  So, that is what this churchy guy 

does. 

He stands -- he dares to stand before 

the altar and say:  I have done everything 

right.  I want you, O God, right now to call 

me righteous. 

And then comes this unchurched guy, a 

guy who dare not come into the church.  I have 

a feeling there was nobody there.  Somehow he 



snuck into the church and came before the 

altar.  He wouldn't even dare to lift up his 

head.  He just kept his head down.   

And he said:  I am -- I am not worthy 

to claim anything.  I have not come here, O 

God, to give you a list of all the things I have 

done right, because I know that I am one of 

those broken people.  I know that in my own 

limited way, I have caused offense to my 

neighbor and to you.  I know that in my 

preoccupation and anxiety I have been most 

self-consumed than live the way you caused me 

to be.  I know that in my own ways of looking 

at the world I have seldom cared to see the 

world the way you have called me to see the 

world or the way Jesus of Nazareth exposed the 

world to be.  And that is how he was before the 

altar.   

Now, you see it is easy for us to judge 

these two people.  I want you to be a little 

careful about that.  This churchy guy, he did 

not do anything on his own.  What he really did 

was he lived by what he was taught to be right 

with God.  

Folks, you have -- you may belong to a 

family that has been raised in the church.  You 

may belong to a household that makes the claim 

that if you did, this, this, this, this, this 

right, you are part of the chosen frozen.  You 



may be the kind of person who have thought that 

here are the rules and regulations that have 

been listed for a good Christian to follow 

because that is what Catechism and teachings 

and all the traditions of the church has taught 

me, and you may have lived by those rituals to 

the T.  

You may have come up with easy ways of 

being a follower of Jesus, which would be of 

your own choosing and said, I am doing all of 

these things and pretend to be the one who is 

righteous in God's sight and know that you are 

so now that you can judge others.  

What Jesus says is that kind of 

righteousness does not make you righteous.  It 

would be mind boggling to this guy who came and 

gave his very impressive resume to the altar.  

And he would have been so shocked after giving 

his beautiful resume that he thought makes up 

for what it means to be a church person, then 

Jesus would say, well, no, I do not consider 

you to be righteous.  Instead I consider the 

one who stood before the altar, before the 

throne of grace and said, broken that I am, I 

come before you so that you will make me whole 

and lift me up.  

And Jesus says, he is the righteous one.  

Why?  You and I, we are not righteous because 

of what we have done.  We are not righteous for 



the claims that we make.  We are not righteous 

by the associations we keep.  We are not 

righteous by the avoidance that we can list.  

We are righteous because the righteous God 

considers us to be righteous.  And the 

righteous God cannot consider us to be 

righteous if we cannot come before the altar 

and say, broken that I am, holy are you.  Ugly 

and bad that my situations could be, holy are 

you, and I am here so that you will make me holy. 

That is our posture before the altar.  

That is our position before God.  That is how 

we approach the throne and come and say:  You 

are righteous, and today I am pleading with you 

to claim me to be your one.  

Before long, this worship service is 

done.  Back in the cars.  Back to the same 

conversations.  Back to the same ways of doing 

things.  But I'm hoping they will hear.  This 

my prayer, is that we are righteous because a 

righteous God considers us and calls us to be 

righteous because we have come to be forgiven 

and to be free.  

Unless we are the kind of people who 

would bring forth our brokenness before God, 

we do not find our wholeness.  And righteous 

people act in different ways.  Because we have 

received mercy, we are merciful.  Because we 

have received abundance, we give abundantly to 



others.  Because we have been forgiven, we are 

willing to forgive.  Because we have been 

embraced by grace, we show grace.  Because we 

have seen joy, we share joy.  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  

To God the honor, power, glory and majesty now 

and forever more.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

(Hymn:  'Tis A Gift to be Simple.)  

>>ROB:  Please be seated.  Before 

I -- excuse me, before we pray, I find it ironic 

that I'm the designated one here on Stewardship 

Sunday, listening to Luke 18:9-14 about the tax 

collector (laughter).  And seeing that Gary 

presented me with the task of giving the altar 

prayer, I feel very honored.  Let us pray.  

God, we are truly a blessed church 

because of these many unique gifts you have 

provided for us.  Thank you for this moment in 

our worship service when we are reminded that 

your steadfast love surrounds us.  We bring 

before you today our blessings of time, our 

wonderful talents, and our treasures that we 

ask your blessing on.  

Multiply these gifts so acts of 

tolerance and kindness can be extended through 

our ministry.  You provide us with 

opportunities every day to admire the 

dedication of this congregation.  You remind 



us to focus our abilities on first loving and 

to reflect that love toward our neighbors.   

Encourage us to follow the caring ways 

that Jesus taught.  On this, the 23rd Sunday 

after Pentecost, strip away our prejudiced 

convictions so that through our generous 

giving we can gaze clearly upon your vision for 

our lives.  Help us to be patient, to be 

merciful, and always to be loving.  With these 

gifts, we rededicate ourselves to your 

principles and commit ourselves totally to 

this revelation.  Help us to be unassuming in 

our service but bold in our witness.   

We pray in the name of your Son Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    

           (Collection of gifts.)  

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are 

about to partake in the elements that represent 

the broken body of Christ and the cup that we 

share.  The text you heard in Luke today really 

is a text about the table and the altar.  The 

moment you say altar, you know that there is 

a table.  And at a Disciple church, when you 

say table, you know there are elders presiding.  

And you know that when the elders preside, they 

do not stand between God and people.  And 

therefore, the table is inviting, open, and it 



embraces all of God's children.  

 And we come before the table to give 

and to receive.  We come before the table 

because God is holy, and we want to be touched 

by God's holiness.  We come to the table, 

because broken that we are, the power of God 

can mend us and heal us and make us whole.  We 

come to the table because that is where we find 

shelter, strength, hope, and courage.  

But then what happens when we leave the 

altar?  What happens when we go away from the 

table?  What happens about these people who 

believe that the gifts of God for the people 

of God?  What happens? 

Well, this is what happens.  For us to 

find the hope and the strength and the joy and 

the security of gathering around the table, 

gathering around the altar is about us creating 

altars wherever we go in our day-to-day lives.  

To create altars.  

You see, you cannot create an altar 

where there isn't care, where there isn't joy, 

where there isn't acceptance.  You cannot 

create an altar where you do not do things that 

you know would be so painful to God.   

So we gather around this table.  We 

gather around this altar once again to be 

reminded what it means to be at the altar.  And 

we leave here knowing that we create altars 



wherever we are.  That is why life becomes a 

celebration.  That is why joy is pervasive in 

everything that we do.  That is how God becomes 

present in all that we are and all that we 

become.  That is why people of faith can sing 

and dance and rejoice in the midst of all the 

challenges.  

So come to the altar, get a taste of what 

it means to know that God is good.  Create 

altars wherever God places you, and you will 

continue to taste and know that God is good.  

So now hear this again, the gifts of God for 

the people of God.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.  

>>DAVID:  Everyone is welcome to 

participate in this communion.  It is the 

Lord's table and it is his invitation we are 

communicating.  

Christ has left us with this table, a 

tangible reminder of his love, his concern, and 

his sacrifice for our salvation.  He knew we 

would need this table to help us remember that 

his sacrifice was foremost a gift of love, a 

love that we now need to share with each other.  

Let us pray.  

Lord, we thank you for the love you 

continue to show us and for your Son's 

sacrifice and for our redemption.  We are 

grateful for our salvation that came through 



his love and sacrifice.  We pray that the bread 

and wine of this table will inspire us and give 

us the strength to lead the lives of good 

Christians.  All this we pray in Jesus' name.  

Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>ROB:  Reading from 1 Corinthians.  

For this is what the Lord himself has said about 

this table and I have passed it on to you before 

that on the night when Judas betrayed him, the 

Lord Jesus took bread.  And when he had given 

thanks to God for it, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples and said:  Take this and eat 

it.  This is my body which is given for you.  

Do this to remember me.  

In the same way he took the cup of wine 

after supper saying:  This cup is the new 

agreement between God and you that has been 

established and set in motion by my blood.  Do 

this in remembrance of me whenever you drink 

it.  For every time you eat this bread and 

drink this cup you are retelling the message 

of the Lord's death that he has died for you.  

Do this until he comes again.  Drink ye all of 

it.    

>>DAVID:  We're now at the point in our 

service where we have -- we want to extend an 

invitation for discipleship to all who are 



present.  This is a really unique Christian 

family.  It's a wonderful place to be.  And we 

are not exclusive but inclusive.  

If you feel that you would like to join 

us in our -- in our love, then either step 

forward during the singing of our last hymn or 

seek out either Simon or one of the elders after 

the service.  Thank you. 

(Hymn:  He Leadeth Me:  O Blessed  

               Thought!)  

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God 

that passeth all understanding abide with you 

now and always.  May the countenance of God and 

the grace of God surround you, keep you well.  

Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   


