
>> FAY:   

Will you join with me in prayer 

please? 

God of mercy and of grace, you alone 

are God.  This day your people who follow 

Jesus gather around a table which stretches 

25,000 miles around the whole earth.  Open 

our eyes, our minds, and our lives that we 

might welcome one another even as you 

continue to welcome us through the breaking 

of the bread and the sharing of the cup.  

On this World Communion Sunday, we 

thank our creator God for calling us as 

stewards.  We see and feel the textures of 

the world around us.  We lift up our prayers 

for reconciliation among God's people.  We 

listen that we may hear God's words and know 

that God is full of grace.   

On this morning we pray for Africa 

where the church grows rapidly, where faith 

is exuberant, where a bright mosaic of 

culture shows the world the vibrant seed of 

God's life.  

We pray for Asia, so vast, so deeply 

rooted in tradition, where the church may 

be small, but religion is great. 



We pray for the Middle East, the 

cradle of the church, the birthplace of 

Jesus, the land we call holy, where the pain 

of the cross is still so vivid, where the 

pain of war is so relentless, where the dry 

earth is watered by the tears of its 

children. 

We pray for Europe and its Christian 

heritage, where art, music and architecture 

inspire generation upon generation and 

empty church buildings now stand as 

monuments to a faith of yesterday.   

We pray for Latin America where the 

church struggles valiantly for the weak and 

the poor.  We pray for Latin America that 

is so rich in bounties of creation and so 

misused by outsiders. 

We pray for North America, where so 

much affluence hides so much poverty and 

disease.  North America, the sometime 

hollow land with so much to give, where 

arrogant faith drives people away from 

Jesus and the church.  May we be strong in 

faith and humble in pride.  

On this morning, we pray for Madison 

Avenue Christian Church in a denomination 



that seeks to be a movement for wholeness 

in a fragmented world, a church inspired by 

the prophet Micah, to do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  

Hear, O God, throughout all the earth 

we trust in your abiding care.  God of 

wisdom, teach us respect.  Help us to learn 

from those who express their faith in 

different ways.  Deepen our understanding 

of tradition, serenity and prayer.  And God 

of grace, help us to believe and trust in 

your eternal promise.  And we pray that you 

will answer Jesus' prayer that all may be 

one in him. 

O God, we come to you now with the 

silent prayers of our hearts.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 

>> FAY:  We pray these prayers and 

the prayer that your son taught us, saying:   

               (The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Pam Manker,  

               Luke 17:5 through 10.) 

 

 

  



>>SIMON:  Now, that the choir has 

woken us all up, it's my job to put you to 

sleep.  And I hope I'm successful.  

Jesus has been saying some tough 

things.  We have been through chapter 17 of 

Luke.  Tough stuff.  A story about Lazarus 

and the rich man and there is this big divide 

that cannot be bridged because the rich man 

was nameless, never really noticed or did 

anything for Lazarus.  And the answer comes 

with the people looking at Jesus and saying:  

Okay, Jesus, now increase our faith.  

Because that is too demanding of us.  When 

Jesus says if someone does harm to you, do 

good in return to them.  Really tough.  

How do I get myself to do good to 

those who intend to do harm to me?  So come 

on Jesus, increase my faith.  There is the 

compelling urge in each and every one of us 

to do something about the needs of the 

world. We belong to a church that chose to 

stay where God has placed us so that we can 

be a transforming presence here.   

Challenging work.  You hear that 

expression every now and then:  We're just 

a small church.  Oh, there is nothing small 



about a church.  But the question that we 

ask is:  Oh, if you want all of this to 

happen, Lord, increase our faith.  

Overwhelmed by our own personal 

challenges, things are getting rough at 

times, and we don't know if everything will 

hold.  We don't know if we can get through 

the moment.  We don't know if we have the 

tenacity and what it takes for us to get 

beyond a challenging moment.  So we say:  

Increase our faith, Lord Jesus.  

The story line goes on and on and 

every time there is a challenge that comes 

our way, every time the demand is more than 

what is easily available for us, every time 

we question our own skill level, anytime we 

are challenged by our conviction and 

commitment is our response:  Lord increase 

our faith? 

It is not because of me.  It is not 

because of us that all these world changing 

things and self-changing things happen.  

It is not because of that.  It's all because 

of you.  So common on, increase our faith 

and everything will happen.   

All I have to do is because you have 



increased my faith, I'll just kind of wander 

along and everything will fall in place.  

That is the routine.  That is what is so 

challenging about this text.  

The people who have been listening to 

Jesus, the people who have been challenged 

by Jesus, the people who saw what Jesus was 

asking of them to be and become, all they 

could say is look at Jesus and say:  

Increase our faith. 

And Jesus says:  If you have faith as 

much as a mustard seed -- yeah, later on 

that stuff.  But that is as dramatic.  That 

is the hyperbole of it.  All you need is 

faith as much as a mustard seed, and you are 

transformed, you are a powerhouse and 

through you transforming things will happen 

in the world, that this world would change.  

There will be hope in this world.  The 

darkness of the world will be dispelled.  

All because mustard seed.   

That's a mysterious illustration 

Jesus uses.  That is a powerful image.  

Jesus could have come up with a lot of 

things.  But what Jesus says -- I want you 

to listen carefully.  What you need is 



faith as much as a mustard seed.  Not -- not 

just a speck, but seed.   

There is an interesting piece of 

material by Thomas Hines.  His argument 

is -- his argument that we are the mustard 

seed that can change the world.  But before 

you can go there, I want to get back to what 

Jesus said.  Mustard seed.   

The question is increase our faith.  

Jesus' response is mustard seed.  You know, 

what Jesus is saying?  You are going about 

this all wrong.  It is not about increasing 

your faith.  It is about coming to terms 

with what already exists.   

It kills me when those very religious 

righteous people who would look at someone 

who is going through challenging times, 

whether it is personal, whether it is in 

their family, whether it is in the church 

or whether it is in the world, and they would 

say:  I don't think you have enough faith.  

If you just have enough faith, this will all 

work out fine.   

Or after a miserable failure of some 

sort, the answer is:  Well, it's because 

you didn't have enough faith.   



What Jesus is talking about in terms 

of mustard seed is to remind us that we don't 

create faith.  It is not something you can 

do in order for you to create faith.  Create 

faith.  Create.  That is the seed part.   

Faith has been always -- has been 

already planted in you.  The originator of 

the faith that is in you is God.  God has 

already planted faith in you.  You are not 

the orchestrater in terms of its source.  

God has placed faith in you.   

That is that marvelous mystery.  You 

have been created in God's image.  When you 

have been created in God's image there is 

a God spirit that is already in you.  I 

don't want you to be going around beating 

the bushes and going to charm school and 

learning a few more extra tricks as to how 

you can bring about this faith in you.  You 

can't do it.  It cannot happen.   

All you need to know is that God who 

created you in God's image, God who cares 

about you, has already placed faith in you.   

Now, that leads us to a whole 

different story.  So how does this faith 

increase?  How does this faith blossom?  



How does this faith manifest in your life?  

How does that faith emancipate you and 

everything around you?   

Jesus talks about servanthood.  It 

is not enough what God has placed in you.  

It is not enough that there are providential 

moments all around you.  What it takes is 

for you to take a step, knowing that in you 

there is sufficient God's presence to 

transform realities, to overcome 

challenges, to mock every fear, to dispel 

every darkness.   

Much depends on us acting with the 

awareness that it is already in us.  Not 

trying to do some kind of Jazzercize or 

exercise so that your faith will increase 

but to flex your faith in terms of walking 

every day knowing that it is already in you.  

That is that mustard seed thing.   

Oh, and it plays out in such 

nondramatic terms.  It plays out in ways 

where Madison Avenue Christian Church, when 

it couldn't even meet its own budget and the 

economy was getting tighter, would say, 

we're not going to stop with the Monday 

night dinner, we're going to do a Wednesday 



night dinner, too.  That is taking a step 

in faith.   

When we hear that in this 

neighborhood the larger demographic is 

single mothers and they need to have 

transportation so that they will not lose 

the jobs that they have or fulfill the 

requirements and demands of life that they 

possess, for us to say:  We're going to see 

what we can do about keeping their cars 

running.  That is taking a step in faith.   

It is difficult situation, so 

challenging you don't even want to face it, 

but to walk through it knowing that you're 

a child of God and in you is the presence 

of Christ and you have the power to overcome 

everything and walking through fire without 

blinking, that is putting your faith at 

work.   

So what Jesus is doing is playing off 

of what you and I very often do.  Anytime 

there's a challenge, we try to say:  Only 

if.  And that's what the people who are 

listening to Jesus said:  Only if you 

increase our faith, Lord Jesus, we can do 

all the stuff that you asked to do.  And 



Jesus says:  No, it's already in you.  The 

faith has already been planted in you.   

Well, but it is humongous.  You want 

us to be the hope of the world.  I can't even 

overcome today.  You want us to be the light 

of the world.  I sometimes find myself in 

darkness.  And Jesus says:  Keep taking 

the steps.  Even if it is so difficult you 

do not know what you would do, keep walking.   

To God the honor, power, glory and 

majesty.  Now and forever more.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.   

(Hymn:  Faith of Our Fathers.) 

>>LINDA:  Please be seated.  Join 

me in a prayer of dedication for our 

offering. 

Dear Lord, we come to this time of 

offering aware that all that we have is a 

gift from you.  We know that our actions 

speak louder than words we speak.  We pray 

that your hand will be upon the lives we live 

and the ways we give that we may give -- that 

we may give through the spirit, the spirit 

of love. 

Let our gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure be a step of faith for thee.  In 



Jesus' name, Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are 

about to partake in the elements that 

represent the broken body of Christ and the 

cup that we share.  

To dare to live by faith and not by 

sight, to be a people who are capable of 

venturing into territories that nobody else 

will.  To be a people who would dare to 

imagine a world where mercy and kindness 

would spread even though what we see is 

division and hatred.  All of it takes for 

us to know source.  

The source.  The source is not you or 

I or we.  It is not what we can create or 

invent.  The source is the table.  Because 

it is from there that in us has been placed 

enormous power to be a transforming 

presence and to be transformed.   

But you see, all of that is just stuff 

that is so distant.  For it to become 

something that dwells in you, that propels 

you, that motivates you, that defines you, 

that makes you who you are and what you're 



becoming, takes memory.  Memory.  

You could have memory of people of 

faith.  You could have memory that's built 

on what the Bible says or what somebody else 

says.  No.  I am talking about your memory.  

Do you have a memory of God being with you 

at the most challenging moment?  Do you 

have a memory of the power of God being so 

immediately present with you?  Do you have 

a memory of how God is working in the faith 

community and ours, Madison Avenue 

Christian Church that you stand in awe.  Do 

you? 

If you have not walked that road to 

revisit the past and to be able to create 

memories of your own, this table is just a 

distant story and not your story.   

What this table is doing is inviting 

us so that we can recall God's presence in 

our lives in the past.  And since has been 

there, God will be there now and God will 

be there tomorrow.  And there we'll be a 

people who would dare to walk where nobody 

else would dare go.  

Hmm.  Memory.  Much of faith about 

our present and future is shaped by memory.  



Do this in remembrance of me.  The gifts of 

God for the people of God.  Amen.   

(Hymn:  One Bread, One Body.) 

>>PAM:  Let us pray for our time of 

communion with God.  Gracious God, creator 

of all that is good, we thank you for the 

privilege of sitting at your son's table.  

We are your guests, chosen by you, even 

though we are sinners.  We are all welcome 

at your table, no matter who we are or what 

we may have done.  

Thank you for making this table 

available to us weekly so that we may feed 

our souls from your healing spirit.  As we 

go back to our daily routines, help us 

reflect the words of Christ in our words and 

actions so that all who need us will know 

we are Christians.   

Bless this bread and cup we are about 

to partake in the name of your Son Jesus 

Christ.  Amen.   

(Distribution of elements.) 

>>LINDA:  These are the words of 

institution as recorded in the book of 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 



Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 

a loaf of bread.  And when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said:  This is my 

body that is for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.  

In the same way he took the cup also 

after supper saying:  This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as 

you drink it in remembrance of me.  For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the 

cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 

comes.  Let us drink together.    

>>PAM:  If you are visiting with us, 

we welcome you.  And if you would like to 

join this congregation and you are 

searching for something special, we hope 

you can find that here.  There are many 

opportunities and you can even create our 

own opportunity.  So if you would like to 

join, you can meet us at the front of the 

sanctuary during the invitational hymn or 

speak to Simon or Fay or one of the elders 

at a later time. 

(Hymn:  For Beauty of Meadows.) 

>>SIMON:  Peace is yours because God 

has placed the seed of peace already in you.  



So live it.  You are the good news of the 

world because God has placed the good news 

in you already.  Live it.  Go in peace.  

Amen.   


