
>>BRUCE:  For guests and visitors we 

have here today, my name is Bruce Kintner, 

and I'm one of the volunteers that helps 

with our Samaritan Car Care Clinic and 

that's what we're going to talk about a 

little bit today.   

Before that I want to put in a thank 

you and plug for Peggy Grant.  She is one 

of the guest musicians that will be coming 

here to MACC on Saturday evening, November 

the 12th, for our Music & Mission event.  

She and Jeehan will play an oboe/piano piece 

that you will not want to miss.  Thank you, 

Peggy.  

So almost nine years ago here at 

Madison Avenue Christian Church, we began 

the Samaritan Car Care Clinic, specifically 

to try to help low income or unemployed 

individuals with some routine car 

maintenance.  No, we would not have thought 

almost nine years later we're still talking 

about this very vital and needed outreach 

program that we do.   

Once a quarter, similar to what you 

have heard of last week for our feeding 

program, our community meal program, we 



count on volunteers.  So once a quarter, we 

have volunteers who are willing to give up 

most of a Saturday to help those in need of 

some simple car work.   

We are very pleased, very fortunate 

to have one of those volunteers here today, 

our good friend, Phil Manning, who you'll 

hear from in just a moment. Phil is very 

active in his own church.  He gives of his 

time to join the Samaritan Car Care Clinic 

and he and his sons are here today 

worshiping with us.   

I give thanks for him being willing 

to come and share with us today.  We're 

going to watch part of the video.  Yes, 

you're going to see my face made for video.  

And Phil will share and we'll have our 

opening hymn after Phil speaks.  So 

Charlie. 

(Samaritan Car Care Clinic video  

      presentation.)  

>>PHIL:  So good morning.  I want to 

share a little bit about my experience with 

the Samaritan Car Care Clinic.  First, I 

want to lead by prayer if I can.  

Dear Lord, as we gather here in 



Jesus' name, I thank you for the opportunity 

to share the work that you have blessed me 

with.  I pray you are able to provide a 

message through your principles and that 

the message keep each of us on our journey 

that you have placed before us.  May we have 

the clarity to hear your voice, strength so 

see your vision, and the faith to act upon 

that vision.  Amen.   

So on top of the Car Care Clinic, I 

also kind of moonlighted at the December 

event.  The red suit is awesome.  A little 

warm but awesome.  And I'll leave it at 

that. 

But Bruce asked me to come up and talk 

about why I help with Car Care Clinic.  And 

I want to touch on a couple of things that 

is why I do it.  When he asked me I struggled 

a little bit with it.  I don't know.  I 

just -- I go help Bruce.  That's part of it.  

It's the community.   

Bruce does a very good job of 

including people and in bringing people 

together.  And we met five years ago, four 

years ago, something like that, and have 

done quite a few things together.  As I was 



struggling through this journey trying to 

figure out why I help in this particular 

situation, because I live north of that blue 

line out here.  And I come down and help 

down here.  

We -- the Lord placed a book in my 

hands.  It was the Five Marks of Man by 

Bryan Tome, who is the senior pastor at 

Crossroads which is where I practice.  If 

you want to read it, it's great.  It's $5.00 

dollars on Amazon.  A quick read.   

I want to touch on the three 

principles that they talks about that kind 

of hit home as to why I was involved in this 

specifically.  

The third of the marks is a team 

player.  Okay?  Even the Samaritan Car 

Care Clinic we help each other through this 

process and enjoy each other's company, 

stories, knowledge, and even sometimes our 

jokes.  We come together and are a team with 

a common vision and enjoy the next mark.   

And the next mark is men's work.  I'm 

talking about men specifically because I is 

one.  We do have women that are involved in 

the Samaritan Car Care Clinic, and I see at 



least one or two that are here today.   

So men work.  There's a group of 

volunteers that work from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. once a quarter, as Bruce talked about.  

We add value to those that come in to get 

oil changes and those that drive next to 

those who come in.   

And the fifth, men are protectors.  

We use our work to help protect the families 

that get in these vehicles, the families 

that are around these vehicles, help the 

families get to their jobs, as you heard 

here on the video. 

So the Car Care Clinic is a team that 

works to protect.  I can't think of a much 

more manly thing to do, right?  And that's 

why I chose -- choose and continue to choose 

to be part of the Car Care Clinic.   

One of the other pieces I wanted to 

touch on is leadership.  And there are 

people that I meet all the time that 

exemplify this, and I think Jesus did.  In 

every situation he salted what he did with 

the leadership principles that he was 

provided.  It's not a pedestal.  It's not 

if I do this, then I'm a leader.  It's in 



what you do every single day and how you make 

other people feel. 

So I'm leading with a story.  You may 

have heard it.  You may not have.  Little 

girl is walking through -- walking along 

the beach and the tide washes in a bunch of 

star fish.  She's walking along the beach 

and pick them up and throwing them back in 

the water.  She's doing this and doing 

this.   

Finally, a man comes up and he says:  

What are you doing?  Throwing starfish back 

in the sea.  He's like:  There's thousands 

of these things.  What are you doing?  Why 

are you doing this?  You're not going to be 

them to help them all.   

And she reaches down and she picks 

one up and she looks it.  And she looks at 

him, she looks back down, and she tosses it 

back into the sea and says:  I made a 

difference to that one.   

So thank you for the invitation to be 

part of your service today and God bless 

(Applause). 

(Opening hymn.)  

 



>> FAY: Please be seated.  And will 

you join me in prayer, please?  Lord God, 

we come to adore you for you are the ground 

of all that is.  You hold us in being.  And 

without you, we cannot be.  Before we were 

born, before time began, before the 

universe came into being, you were.  

When time is finished, when the 

universe is no more, you, Lord God, will 

still be.  Nothing can take that power from 

you.  And here in your presence, we sit 

quietly and we listen in the presence of 

your mystery for no words of ours can do 

justice to your grandeur.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we 

have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We confess that we 

have not loved you with our whole heart and 

we confess that we have not truly loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  

O God, we are sorry, and we do seek 

your forgiveness.  O God, here in this time 

we come to you now seeking to increase our 

compassion to the world, for those who are 

lost and confused, for those who are weary 



and oppressed, for those sick and addicted, 

for the abandoned and the abused. 

Protect our hearts from the easy and 

simplistic answers to complex questions and 

human problems.  Unsettle us and move us 

from viewing the world as us versus them but 

remind us again and again that you have 

breathed the same life into each of your 

creations and that you offer each human 

being the same grace and love.  

Lord God, we come to you now in a 

moment of silent prayer, lifting up to you 

the prayers of our hearts and listening for 

what it is that you need us to hear.   

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.)  

>> FAY:  Lord, hear our prayers and 

hear the prayer that your son taught us 

saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Sam Wright of  

            Psalm 137:1-4 and Jeremiah  

           29:1, 4-7.)  

(Chancel Choir:  I Will Live My  

           Thanks.)  

 



>>SIMON:  If you just went to what 

you heard in Jeremiah, it's a fragment.  

You can put some images and tune to it, but 

it still will not give you a reprieve from 

the kind of agony that consumes life often. 

In order to get to Jeremiah and to see 

what is the Lord's song, you need to start 

from Psalms, which is the text you have.  I 

don't know why the Lectionary puts on 137 

last Sunday and the text in Jeremiah this 

Sunday.  Somebody was taking a nap.  

Psalms starts with a rather bleak 

image.  The people of Israel, the people of 

faith, the people of the Torah, the people 

who knew that God is the author of human 

destiny, the people of Israel, they are in 

exile.  They are now in Babylon. 

And there by the rivers of Babylon, 

they sat, they wept.  They hung their 

hearts in the willows thereof.  And the 

captors, the ones who took them into 

captivity, the one who took them out of the 

temple, out of religiosity, out of the heart 

of faith, out of Torah, out of the worship 

and adoration of Yahweh, now the captors, 

the captors come to them and say:  Sing to 



us the Lord's song.   

I'm taking out the word Zion, because 

it has some outrageous implications in 

today's world.  Sing to us the Lord's song.  

And immediately what happens with 

the people of faith is, they sit there in 

agony and say:  How can I sing the Lord's 

song in a strange land?  

O, can I pause here for a moment?  

For those who know about the Lord, that 

should be the right question:  How can I 

sing the Lord's song in a strange land?  You 

could just break into a song.  Sure.  In 

the name of God, you hear songs that are 

sung.   

The question is, is that the Lord's 

song.  You would hear God's name invoked 

and some kind of prosperity stuff.  And the 

prosperity stuff is somehow God is going to 

give to a few and leave the rest out.  And 

you would say that's the right song, that's 

what the Lord wants.  You could do that.   

Oh, you could sing the Lord's song by 

saying some kind of positive thinking.  If 

you think positive.  Go on, think positive.  

If you somehow think positive, everything 



will come to play.  You could say that in 

the name of the Lord and say that's what the 

Lord wants you to do:  Think positive.  

That is not going to give you any reprieve.  

You can play that game.  That is charm 

school stuff, pop psychology.  

Today in the name of the Lord's song 

there is a lot of pop psychology that is 

being promoted.  Watch out.  That will not 

give you reprieve where you live under the 

shelter of the one who created heaven and 

earth and invoked all of God's creation to 

live under the shelter and to become the 

kind of people who would build and promote 

and expand God's kingdom on this earth.  

Oh, you could sing the Lord's song in 

familiar terms like something like this.  

You could say:  Do unto others before they 

do it to you.  Because that is 

self-preservation, you see.  You've got to 

preserve yourself.  Doesn't matter love 

God, love neighbor, does not matter what 

Jesus said, unless you are willing to 

relinquish, you will not receive.  

Oh, you don't have to worry about all 

that.  You can just talk about some kind of 



self-preservation and do it in the name of 

God.  And God will be mocked only so far.  

You could call that the Lord's song, to say 

God loves you so much, doesn't matter how 

you get there, somehow do unto others before 

they do it to you.  

Oh, you can sing the Lord's song out 

of the prosperity gospel and say:  Those 

who have gold rule.  That's the Golden 

Rule, by the way.  Those who have the gold 

rule.  And therefore, doesn't matter whom 

you ignore, whom you plunder, what happens 

to the least of these, just live by the 

Golden Rule, and you can claim it to be the 

Lord's song.  

See all these songs are so popular in 

our dominant culture today.  And the shame 

of it is often it is being cast in the time 

of the living God.  And I said it before.  

I'll say it again.  God will be mocked only 

so far.  

And when we believe in that kind of 

popular culture song, and we believe in the 

song that is devoid of what Biblical faith 

is about, we will find ourselves in the same 

position over and over again because the 



popular culture song and what is being 

spoken of in dominant theology would always 

keep us in the realm of anxiety, wanting to 

know how we can gather more so that we can 

be secure.   

It will keep us always wondering if 

we can make it.  It will always connect us 

to the kind of possibilities where we try 

and calculate all kinds of things to see am 

I savvy enough and tough enough to get 

through life.  

But the baptized people hold on to 

this other memory.  The baptized people 

have been gifted with this faith power, 

faith power that can transcend all human 

limitations and that can free you and free 

God's world so that we can all be people who 

will be dancing to these songs of hope.  

And the captors came up to them and 

said:  Sing to us the Lord's song.  There 

is no answer in the Psalm, because it 

continues to linger in the same vein.  Even 

though we are people of faith, they say can 

we sing the Lord's song in a strange land.  

They go on to say, if I forget you, let my 

tongue cling to the upper jaw.  It just goes 



on, pathos, lament.  

Hundreds of years later in Jeremiah 

comes the answer.  Hundreds of years later, 

Jeremiah says this, to all those who are in 

captivity, to all those who are in Babylon, 

to all those who feel that they are in exile, 

hear, I'm going to tell what you is the 

Lord's song.  

Plants gardens, build houses, give 

your sons and daughters in marriage, do not 

decrease but increase.  Seek the welfare of 

the city in God has placed you, for in its 

welfare you will find your welfare.  The 

Lord's song is about acting, not for the 

longing of self-preservation, not about 

selfish greed and deed.  But the Lord's 

song is to break away from it and act in ways 

that is outside you.  

Isn't that strange?  In a world that 

since songs about self-preservation, 

Jeremiah tells the people:  The only way 

you can free yourself from the rat race, the 

only way you can free yourself from all the 

exhaustion that surrounds you, the only way 

you can free yourself from anxiety, the only 

way you can free yourself from sleepless 



nights, the only way that this nightmare 

will end is when you begin to not keep 

looking inward more and more but look 

outside.  Seek the welfare of the city 

where the Lord has placed you, for in its 

welfare, you will find your welfare.  

I don't know.  Talking welfare is 

bad language.  About I won't talk about it.  

I'll let the Bible talk about it.  It is to 

seek the well-being of those who are not 

your brother, not your sister, but you know 

that all have been created in God's image.  

To be able to be daring enough to 

consider the well-being of others where God 

has placed you.  Madison Avenue Christian 

Church, you think you are just here in 

Covington, downtown Covington, huh?  You 

think that you are here because you so chose 

to be here.  I know the church records show 

that we chose to stay downtown.  

You think that with all the 

challenges being a downtown church that we 

are here because we have decided to stay 

here and will somehow do it.  No.  You are 

here by providence.  You are here because 

God has placed you in downtown Covington for 



a purpose.  You are here because to be part 

of a church in a downtown place is God's way 

of saying:  I am giving you an opportunity 

to experience God's unlimited bounty and 

unlimited blessings by being a blessing to 

others.   

So hear that line again and see what 

does it mean to be Madison Avenue Christian 

Church.  See what does it mean to 

be engaged in the life of church -- of a 

church that will think beyond itself, dream 

beyond itself and live its faith in the most 

dramatic, dynamic way that is world 

changing that would change who we are.  And 

that is the only relief from the kind of 

nightmare that we hear about and the kind 

of nightmare that we find ways to navigate.  

The only answer to all of the 

challenges of life, to sleepless nights and 

to endless anxiety is this:  Madison Avenue 

Christian Church, hear this line again and 

see what it means to you.  Seek the welfare 

of the city where the Lord has placed you, 

for in its welfare, you will find your 

welfare in looking for a blessing.  To God 

the honor, power, glory and majesty now and 



forever more.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Give Thanks.) 

>>PAM:  You may be seated.  Let us 

pray for the offering.  Dear God, our 

protector and creator, we marvel at the 

beauty and the complexity of your handiwork 

throughout the universe.  We are here again 

this week, Lord, to praise you and thank you 

for these many gifts from nature as well as 

the talents and abilities you have bestowed 

upon us. 

We want to show our thanks by using 

your talents and our tithes and offerings 

in the best ways we can to show your love 

to those who are in need whether it be here 

in our congregation or to people outside 

these walls.  

Help us to remember that it is more 

blessed to give than to receive by guiding 

and directing us to reach deeply into our 

souls and our pockets to share what you have 

given us with others who are more needy.  We 

pray these things in the name of your Son 

Jesus Christ, your son and our Savior.  

Amen.  

              (Collection of gifts.)  



              (Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are 

about to partake in the elements that 

represent the broken body of Christ and the 

cup that we share.  It is not in all 

churches that at the table they keep the 

offerings and communion, not at the altar.   

In a lot of churches, they will take 

the offering plates and keep it in the back 

after the offering is collected.  But some 

churches do this.  And I think that it is 

how it should be, that at the altar we need 

to keep the offerings and communion both at 

the same place as heart of worship.  Why? 

Well, if your church is about 

consuming everything that it brings in for 

itself and its own entertainment and for its 

own feeling good, then you should not do 

that, because this makes a very different 

statement.  And here is what it says and 

that is what Jeremiah is trying to say, too.  

Grace sets you free.  God opens 

doors for us to walk in to have a life that 

is a life with all its fullness.  But how 

do we get from where we are, which is times 

when we think all is well and then at the 



same time we wonder:  What if it falls 

apart.  Probably you are not like that.  I 

am.  

When everything is going well, there 

is always that nagging thought.  Hmm.  But 

this table, this table tells us a new way 

to live so that we can experience God's 

abundance in the most unmistakable way and 

find our lives secure.  

What is it?  This table is about 

giving and receiving.  That is when grace 

explodes and permeates and captures us 

completely, giving and receiving.  If it is 

all about giving, you'll be exhausted.  If 

it is all about receiving, you are living 

a lie.  And I don't want you to try that even 

in the presence of God by thinking it is all 

about receiving.  God is saying you are on 

the wrong track.  

What this table tells us is there is 

abundance of joy in a life of faith about 

giving and receiving.  And I'm not talking 

about your offering.  I'm talking about 

yourself.  In order for you to receive and 

taste God's goodness, there is a part of you 

you need to give to the world around you in 



the name of God.  

There is a part of you you need to 

relinquish if you intend to receive.  As 

long as all you are doing is holding on to 

everything that you can possibly hold on to, 

God is distant and weak.  

The mystery of faith is what you're 

willing to relinquish for God's purposes 

and God's kingdom, what you are willing to 

relinquish so that you can add a little more 

joy outside yourself, what you're willing 

to relinquish so that you can add to the 

laughter and wipe a tear is when you find 

your life secure.  

This table is talking about giving 

and receiving, relinquishing and getting, 

losing and finding.  This table is talking 

about grace.  

The gifts of God for the people of 

God.  Amen. 

(Hymn:  We Come as Guests Invited.)  

>>KAREN:  The Lord Jesus Christ 

invites us all of us to this table.  Let us 

give thanks.  We are here, O God, to 

remember the good news Jesus Christ has 

given for all.  As we eat the bread, help 



us remember that Christ gave his life for 

us.  As we drink the cup, remind us of a new 

covenant we have been promised.  May this 

meal be a time of remembrance but also a time 

of redirecting our lives, a time of hope and 

compassion.  

Let us trust in your love and healing 

touch.  Give us the faith to be truly 

faithful for all we give and all we receive.  

This is our prayer this day.  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.)  

>>PAM:  Let us remember together 

that on the night Jesus met with the 

disciples in the upper room, he took the 

bread and blessed and broke it and gave it 

to the disciples saying:  Take, eat.  This 

is my body.  And then he took the cup.  And 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them 

saying:  Drink of it, all of you, for this 

is my blood of the covenant which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this in my memory until I come again.  

Let us drink the cup together. 

>>KAREN:  Just as all are invited to 

the Lord's table, all are invited to become 

a part of this congregation.  So if you have 



decided on this day that you would like to 

be officially a part of this congregation, 

we invite to you come forward during the 

last hymn.  Or you can go privately and 

speak with one of our ministers or one of 

our elders.  We truly do wish you to come 

and be a part of us.   

(Hymn:  God Who's Giving Knows No   

              Ending.) 

>>SIMON:  You really want peace, joy 

and to live life with hope?  I know you do.  

That's why we're here.  There's only one 

way.  Be the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.   

  


