
 (Hymn:  O Worship the King.)  

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with 

me in prayer, please?  Holy One, maker of the waters, 

separator of the lands from the firmament, one who 

provides order to chaos, we bow ourselves humbly 

before you in awe of the power of your creation.  

What you made and set into motion at the beginning, 

what we foolish humans believe we can control shows 

us again and again that we are mortal, we are finite, 

we are part of something much larger than ourselves.  

And it shows again and again that the choices we 

make affect others.   

Holy One, as we continue to feel the pain of our 

brothers and sisters of color, our LGBTQ, Jewish, 

Muslim, and other minorities who have been targeted 

for acts of hate, we also feel overwhelmed by the 

suffering of those caught in the midst of floods and 

devastation in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.  We cry 

out as millions in India and neighboring nations suffer 

amidst the monsoon season.  We cry out as hundreds 

of thousands are devastated by the mudslides of 

Sierra Leone.  We cry out at the atrocities of war that 

continue to happen in the Middle East.  We cry out 

how long, O Lord, how long must we suffer. 

And amidst the immense pain and suffering, 

amidst the incredible woundedness, order and 

compassion rise on the breath of your Holy Spirit.  

You breathe new life into all things.  Neighbors stand 

up for neighbors and hate is not tolerated.  Stranger 



helps stranger through amazing acts of bravery and 

kindness.  Nation helps nation to house and care for 

millions of refugees.  And your compassion seeps out 

of the cynical hard hearts of so many.  For, Holy One, 

even in the darkest days and hours, even the darkness 

cannot overcome your light. 

And now in this time of quiet prayer, as we lift up 

our prayers to you, we also visualize your light filing us 

and warming our tired hearts to new life. 

(A moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord, hear our prayers and hear us as 

we pray together the prayer that your son taught us 

saying, whenever you gather together and pray, pray 

like this: 

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.) 

(Scripture reading of Exodus 3:1-15 by Earlene 

Johnson.) 

(Special music by Jeehan Park.)  

>>SIMON:  Jeehan, thank you for filling in 

through the summer months when the choir has been 

on recess.  The choir will return back next Sunday.  

But we want to say a big thank you to Jeehan. 

(Applause).  

>>SIMON:  We still get to listen to Jeehan during 

communion and offering and all that and the special 

music. 

We are going to be in the presence of the story of 

Moses and the Exodus story till about the first week in 

October.  Last week we started off by talking -- by 



saying that Moses lingers and inspires us to be a 

model for the church's life and our own personal faith 

journey. 

We all know one thing, that the Bible is 

fundamentally and essentially about God.  It is not 

about us and if we try to extrapolate out of this, oh, 

that is about how we should be living, no.  It is how 

God inspires people, how God wants to make a 

difference in the world through us, fragile creation. 

The story of Moses is a very telling story, but to 

get to this part where Moses has this very spectacular 

experience, we need to check this Moses out.  Last 

week we heard that God wanted to do something 

because the people were under Pharoah's regime, and 

they were suffering and they cried out.  And God's 

response to this was a basket with a baby, floating on 

the river, stuck on the reeds.  That was God's 

response.   

Moses grows up, becomes a very powerful 

person in Pharaoh's empire, and then things go bad.  

He kills an Israelite, and so there is hatred 

everywhere.  The palace and Pharaoh's people know 

that he is not one of them, and that's code language; 

he's not one of them.  And the people of Israel look at 

him as a murderer.  He has no place anywhere in 

Egypt to survive, so he's on the run.  Moses on the 

run. 

You and I may not be people who are literally on 

the run, but we may have more in common in terms of 



how we drift in our faith journey, in our personal lives 

because nothing is a constant in our lives.  Things go 

up and down.  Moses is on the run. 

Finally he finds something, which is to take care 

of his father-in-law Jethro's flock and he's out in the 

wilderness taking care of the flock.  Here is a guy who 

was a person of enormous power in Pharaoh's empire, 

who knew a lot but what is he doing now; taking care 

of Jethro's flock out in the wilderness. 

Can I pause here for a moment?  As I unpack 

this stuff, do you want to make point of identification?  

Because I do.  Points of identification in terms of 

where you are, points of identification in terms of 

church's life, points of identification in terms of our 

nation's life, points of identification in terms of what is 

happening in the world. 

You think Moses was just going around just 

taking care of the flock and they were things that were 

not haunting him, there are things that were not 

bothering him?  Of course.  I am sure he was 

thinking about loss of power and control that he once 

had.  But most importantly he is thinking about what 

his own people were going through under Pharaoh in 

Egypt. 

Their crisis, their sufferings, their pathos, their 

endless anguish and how they were asking God to 

intervene and do something, all of this was haunting 

Moses I am sure.   

But Moses must be a very savvy guy like us.  He 



knew how to kind of explain it off, how to kind of 

compartmentalize it and say, well, it is not really 

something I can handle right now.  You know that 

expression:  Right now.  That's one of our best 

excuses.  At this time where I am, I don't think I can 

really make that kind of commitment.  Yeah, okay. 

I am sure he was doing a quick assessment of his 

own capacities and his own resources and saying, that 

is beyond me.  Numbing.  Numbing.  I want you to 

pay attention to this world "numbing."  It is the most 

dangerous thing that can happen to any of us.   

We see so much.  We are assaulted by 

enormous amount of information but somehow we are 

able to kind of put it aside and not let it affect us in any 

dramatic way.  We do that as individuals.  We do that 

in church life.  And we do that in our nation's life, just 

numb from everything.  And we try to do something 

else, distract ourselves and do all kind of other coping 

things and deny that what is there, what is haunting us 

is not really there.  That's what Moses was doing. 

I don't think it'll last long.  And this is the God 

who is looking at Moses and saying:  Moses, don't let 

the numbness that you are experiencing at this point 

become a permanent feature, because if it becomes a 

permanent feature, God is no longer active in you or 

through you and what happens is you just exist.  It is a 

boring life.  You may think it is exciting, you may think 

you can explain everything, you may think that you are 

rationalizing everything, but that life is so boring. 



So God had an exciting plan for Moses.  I don't 

think Moses even thought that something tremendous 

was going to happen that morning.  He just woke up 

like he always did and worried about how he can keep 

the wolves and rest of the predators away from the 

flock.  And he was thinking about what kind of shady 

tree he can find where he can sit and have his lunch.  

Lunch is important. 

And there he is; a burning bush.  What is so 

spectacular about a burning bush?  It happens all the 

time.  But this bush was burning but would not get 

burnt.  It would not just become ashes.  I think that's 

a nice poetic saying. 

The reason why the bush does not burn out is 

this bush intends to burn again and again and again, 

calling Moses, calling MACC and calling you and I in 

the multiple locations we are.  And people have 

started singing a lullaby to ourselves.  The bush burns 

and awakens or tries to awaken something in us.   

Hmm.  I know.  Hurricane Harvey, and we look 

at the images and we are wondering oh, my goodness.  

The kind of division in our nation's life.  And we are 

appalled, angry, but wondering:  What can I do?  

There is hunger and poverty in the midst of such 

abundance and we try to rationalize and it reason out 

and say well, it'll become fine some day.   

There are folks who are alone, who have been 

alienated, neglected, ignored and they cry in silence in 

the midst of all the community life that exists and we 



are saying, well, right now I'm too busy.  In our own 

personal lives there are things that haunt us, demons 

that are beyond our control that just prey over us and 

rob us of moments of joy and absolute bliss.  And we 

say, I've got to find a way of adjusting myself -- you 

hear that word -- just accepting this reality.  People of 

faith do not accept reality.  They challenge realities.   

This burning bush continues to call us, to what?  

To action.  You see, being scared, being paralyzed, 

being angry, being numb, ignoring, accepting, those 

are not realities for children of God, for faith 

communities or for any -- any place where God is at 

work and where this bush is burning.   

Because when this bush burns, it calls us to get 

beyond all of these paralyzing factors into action.  

And look at the conversation between Moses and God.  

Moses, I heard my people cry.  Oh, yes, God, me too.   

And now Moses is all happy.  Finally there is a 

expression.  Somebody is voicing his pain, his 

paralysis, his weakness, namely God.  God always 

does that.   

So far it's good.  Moses is saying okay, God will 

take care of it.  God knows about it.  Ah, Moses, got 

to do something about it.  Yes, God go for it.  No, 

Moses you are going to do something about it.   

Me.  Why?  Not me.  I have all kinds of issues, 

you know.  And God says, no, I am going to send you.  

That's a dangerous moment.  That is a dangerous 

moment to be.  When compassion is restored.  When 



we move beyond our numbness and when we move 

beyond paralysis and when we move beyond blame 

game and when we move beyond the kind of division 

that seems so permanent and we want to act, and we 

know that God is calling us, we always think:  No, not 

me.   

But people of faith hold onto this other memory 

that goes as far as Moses and Mariam, Sara, and 

Rachel, and Rebecca.  And what this voice says is:  I 

am not counting on your skills, your capacities, your 

limitations to bring about the kind of change I intend to 

do.  All I want you to do is to become the feeling 

person again.  Not the numb person, not the angry 

person, not the scared person, not the denial person, 

but the feeling person again.  To feel for somebody 

else's misery and loss and challenge and difficulty 

beyond your own is the first step for God to break 

through.      

One of the most sad commentaries about what is 

happening in the world and what has always happened 

in the world is the capacity to feel somebody else's 

pain, the capacity to feel the pain of a nation, the 

capacity to feel the pain of those who are neglected, 

ignored and forgotten, the capacity to know that 

hunger hurts.   

You see, what is so tragic about life today is that 

we all go about our business explaining everything off 

and not to stand somewhere and pause and feel and 

be moved emotionally to what is happening.   



Now, Moses is moved.  He's compassionate, but 

he's still limited because he is thinking about ways to 

operate.  And God says:  You are not going to do 

anything Moses; I am sending you and I'm going to do 

it.  Go tell the people I Am will deliver you.  Go tell 

Pharaoh, let me my people go because I Am will 

deliver.   

The call for the church to be a powerhouse, the 

call for individual people of faith to be a witness to the 

redeeming power of God in this world is for us to 

constantly keep reminding ourselves that we are going 

on behalf of the one who says I Am.  And in that 

enterprise of I Am, in that enterprise of I Am it is no 

longer our likes and dislikes, our wishes, but it is this 

God who is the maker of heaven and earth.   

In the sight of this God none may perish.  In the 

sight of this God no pain is ignored.  In the sight of 

this God what the world rejects, God does not.  And 

Moses is in for a whole new reality and a whole new 

venture and a whole new way of existing.   

I told you this text is a fragment and if you want to 

see how all of this evolves, you've got to keep coming 

every Sunday till the first week in October and then I'll 

give you another reason to keep coming out.   

To God the honor, power, glory, and majesty now 

and forever more. 

(Hymn:  Womb of Life.)  

>>DEBBIE:  Please be seated.  We have all 

heard and seen how people around the U.S. have 



pitched in to help those devastated by the floods in 

Texas.  The obvious suffering of others brings out a 

giving spirit.   

Here in Northern Kentucky there is suffering as 

well; spiritual, emotional, financial suffering that goes 

on all around.  It may not be flooding our TVs, but it is 

still there.  Let us pray.   

Gracious God, we pray that we may continue to 

be a guiding spirit here to those in need.  We pray for 

wisdom of how to best use the gifts of time, money, 

and talents that are given here at Madison Avenue 

Christian Church.  We ask for your blessing upon 

those who give.  In the name of your Son Jesus Christ, 

Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.)  

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken 

body of Christ and the cup that we share. 

This table is a table of transformation, 

transformation of the soul.  This table feeds our soul 

in ways that there is a real change that happens.  We 

come, having heard so many things of, that is not 

possible; poverty will always be there, war would 

always be there.  We come from a world where we 

hear so much of division and slowly we become a 

people who just accept things the way they are, and 

we come up with fancy names.  This is the new 



normal.  What does that mean?  Or we become a 

people who are just so angry, and we are part of the 

angry crowd and the angry voices. 

As we come to this table and offer ourselves, my 

prayer is we will start feeling again, feeling.  To feel 

for the world around us like we feel for ourselves.  To 

feel again the way God feels for us; no neglect, no 

alienation, no division, not a world of impossible, not a 

world of we just have to accept it and make believe 

and just kind of get back but to transform reality.  And 

this is what it says:  Behold I make everything new.  

That you may have life and that life in all its fullness.   

Much of it depends on us offering ourselves in 

God's presence and let God touch the soul of our very 

being, and to transform us from being just the people 

that we are to being the children of God. 

It's about how we feel.  It's about how we feel.  

And there is life in all its fullness.  The gifts of God for 

the people of God.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Gather Us In.) 

>>GARY:  All are welcome at Christ's tail.  Shall 

we pray? 

Our Heavenly Father, as we offer our prayer of 

thanksgiving to you for all that we have been given, we 

thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, who left 

us these sacraments so that we would always be 

reminded of him and the sacrifice that he made out of 

his love for us.  We pray now as we share in the bread 



and wine that it may renew us in our spirit.  This we 

pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>DEBBIE:  Let us now hear the words of 

institution from Mark.  While they were eating, he took 

a loaf of bread and after blessing it, he broke it and 

gave it to them and he said:  Take.  This is my body.   

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks, he 

gave it to them and all of them drank from it.  He said 

to them:  This is my blood of the covenant poured out 

for many.  Truly, I tell you I will never again drink of 

the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 

the kingdom of God.  Let us all drink together. 

>>GARY:  When Jesus asked his disciples who 

do you say that I am, Peter responded that you are the 

Christ, the son of the living God.  If you believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, we invite you to come forward and 

join with this church family of fellow believers.  You 

may do so by coming as we sing our invitation hymn or 

meeting with one of the ministers or one of the elders. 

(Hymn:  He Leadeth Me:  O Blessed Thought.) 

>>SIMON:  Now may the peace of God abide 

with you.  May God's countenance rest upon you.  

May God's protection always be yours, grant you joy 

and peace in your life.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


