
 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you 

join me in prayer, please?  Gracious God, 

giver of peace, planter of justice, spirit of 

love, we lift up to you our world, giving thanks 

for all of its beauty and majesty, giving 

thanks for its many creatures and all the 

peoples.  We give thanks for its bounty and 

flourishing.   

Creator, redeemer and sustainer of 

life, you call us to trust you, to trust you 

in every circumstance of our lives and yet far 

too often, we do not.  

In times of oppression and strife, we 

lose hope in the future.  When enduring 

natural disasters that are happening more 

often, when suffering, illness, or even in 

facing death, we often grow bitter and we 

forget your love.   

We grow nostalgic for the ways things 

used to be when they made sense to us and we 

forget that while things made sense to us, that 

doesn't mean that life was more just and fair 

for all your people and creation.  We forget 

that though we simply felt more comfortable, 

it doesn't mean that we were living up to being 



who you were calling us to be.   

We forget that comfort is not a 

guaranteed sign of your presence.  For as we 

learn in today's scripture, you are not always 

found in the space of comfort, but you are with 

the afflicted and the outcast.  Your presence 

is found with those who have little comfort.  

O God, stripped of our idols of wealth 

and status, we try to control our lives, eager 

to be powerful and successful.  We wander away 

from you, falling into the pain of addiction, 

whether to drugs, alcohol, sex or greed or 

blind omission, absorbed by our wants and 

desires, we are blind to those around us who 

need our care.  

O God, forgive us, forgive us our 

despair, our bitterness, our fear, and may we 

turn our hearts to you that we may taste the 

fullness of life and trust in your promise to 

salvation. 

God, we come to you now in a time of 

silent prayer to speak to you the prayers of 

our hearts and to listen for what you need us 

to hear.    

(A moment of silent prayer was  

               observed.) 



>>FAY:  O Lord, we pray these prayers 

as well the prayer that your son taught us 

saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

(Scripture reading by Linda Mauser of  

      Luke 16:19-31.)  

 

 

>>SIMON:  There are kind people here.  

Somebody left a bottle of water there. 

Chapter 16 of Luke is giving me run for 

the money.  If I had anything to do with 

putting the canon together, I would have 

suggested that it rather be Chapter 13 and then 

we could say that's spooky stuff and be done 

with it.  But that's not the case.  

But why is the material, Luke Chapter 

16, so difficult.  It is because it runs 

against the grain of the kind of religiosity 

and what we think is what faith requires of us 

in comfortable terms and in ways that we 

choose.  And Jesus pulls us in directions that 

take us outside our comfort zone.  Lexington 

Theological Seminary.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

>>SIMON:  All right.  Classroom.  And 



when you are in seminary, you know, everybody 

sitting in the classroom.  You are all 

geniuses.  You have the answer to every 

problem in the world.  You know more than 

everybody else until you finish seminary and 

you come out, and you realize you are just now 

beginning to learn something that is for real.  

So we are in this class and it is about 

theology.  What else would we talk about?  And 

this smart aleck starts singing in this whiny 

tone about “What A Friend We Have In Jesus.”  

Whiny.  And says, you know, we are just kind 

of singing all the sappy songs and trying to 

make ourselves feel comfortable all the time.  

One of the students sitting there says, 

“Don't do that again, don't ever do that again.  

I was searching.  I was married to a guy from 

the Middle East, had two children and went to 

the Middle East.  It's after landing there 

that I realized we were not coming for a visit, 

we came there to stay.”   

And she said:  “They took my kids away 

from me.  I was literally in house arrest, just 

stayed there in the back rooms.  People would 

come to the house, go.  I was never able to 

interact with anybody because they were so 



afraid that I would take the kids and come back 

to America.”  

And she says she finally found one 

person who helped her get away.  She got to the 

airport and was able to come back to America 

with the kids.  And she said, “I'm telling you 

not to make fun of that song again, because when 

I was shut in the back rooms and I had nobody 

to turn to, this was the song I was singing over 

and over again, that kept me sane, that kept 

me sane.”  

Storms gather.  Dark clouds prevail.  

Things seem gloomy.  Hope is distant.  There 

are moments like that we all encounter.  And 

in those moments when there isn't a friend, 

Jesus is your only friend.  And you need that. 

But there comes a time when the clouds 

disperse.  The sun peeks.  Hope blossoms.  

And it is morning in your life again.  And if 

even at that moment we think that is all my 

faith journey is about, then you want to take 

a look at this text again.  

Some of the problem with this text also 

is the story.  It runs against much of what we 

have packaged as all of comprehensive faith.  

And much of it has to do with Paul.  Huh?  What 



I want to tell you -- I don't know about you, 

I was not baptized in the name of Paul.  I was 

baptized in the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  

And so I want to take a good listen to 

this text again, because it is Jesus speaking.  

What Jesus is saying is about this man.  This 

man.  I'm going to outline the text for you 

first.   

Jesus says there was a man.  He was a 

rich man.  He robed himself in purple, ate like 

a pig.  And then there was Lazarus.  Lazarus 

was a poor man.  He sat outside the gate.  The 

rich man never bothered to even extend the 

crumbs that fell from his table to Lazarus.  I 

don't want to go through all the gory details 

of how Lazarus lived. 

They die.  The angels took Lazarus.  

And the rich man was left in Hades, hell.  The 

rich man cries out to Lazarus and he says, can 

you dip your little finger in water and drop 

me a drop of water, because I am miserable. 

Abraham says the distance between you 

and us is permanent.  And then he goes on to 

say:  Well, at least can you send Lazarus back, 

Father Abraham?  And Father Abraham says:  

Can't do it.  They have not listened to Moses 



and the prophets; they are not going to listen 

to someone who would come from the dead.   

I want to catch -- you want you to catch 

that.  They will not listen to someone who come 

from the dead.  A better translation of that 

is who would rise from the dead.  And boom, 

that story ends.   

That was rich man.  In this story 

Jesus -- it is a unique story because Jesus 

gives a name in the story.  Usually it is 

without names.  It is kind of cultural 

identifications that Jesus tells stories.   

In this story Jesus gives a name and the 

name is given to Lazarus the poor man.  Several 

commentators argue that is because of Jesus' 

compassion to the poor.  You can go further to 

say that is because of Jesus' preferential 

option to the poor.  I think there's more to 

it.  

Jesus begins to tell the story by 

saying:  There was a rich man who dressed 

himself in purple.  That means he believed 

that he was in control.  He was the king, the 

royal one.  Everything in his life is what he 

ordered.   

In our contemporary language that says 



I'm a self-made person and whenever you believe 

that, and you think that, and you are in control 

and in charge of your destiny, you may be 

putting on a purple robe.  And that's the most 

dangerous thing you can end up doing.  

He put on the purple robe because he was 

completely in charge.  Everything that he had 

was his own making and nobody else had any say 

in it or could ask for anything out of it, not 

even God, because he's already God to himself.  

He was robed in purple.  And then the 

text goes on to say, and then there was a poor 

man.  His name was Lazarus.  Oh, can I pause 

here?  There is a reason why Jesus makes that 

paradox in the story.  There's a dichotomy in 

the story and there's a reason.  Why? 

What that text tells us, there are those 

who can claim all they want to.  They can say 

they know a lot about God.  But what really 

matters is are they ones known by God.  To be 

nameless in the presence of God, you wonder is 

that even possible.  How dare anybody even 

suggest that you could be nameless before God.  

What can anybody possibly be or become 

that can make you nameless before God?  

Because we cannot comprehend that.  That would 



be the deepest, darkest, loneliest moment you 

could ever imagine, to be nameless before God.  

That is the plight of this man.  It is not 

simply preferential option.  He was nameless.  

Jesus says that multiple places.  You 

know, that text where Jesus says:  Depart from 

me, I do not even know you, that is being 

nameless before God.  And that text goes on 

further to say, I was in prison, I was hungry, 

I was homeless, you did not do anything. 

And they asked:  When was it?  And 

Jesus said:  What you do unto the least of 

these, you have done unto me.  That is what 

Jesus is talking about.  To me, to be nameless 

before God means simply this.  It is not 

whether you know God; it is whether God knows 

you.  And how that plays out is to be a person 

who would live out what you believe.  It is not 

just claiming what you believe.  It is not even 

having bumper stickers of what you believe.  

It is to live out what you believe.   

Does what you believe cause you to act 

differently than what you would otherwise?  If 

what you believe gets you out of your comfort 

zone and yield yourself this ways, that would 

be pleasing to God.  That is what is happening 



in this text.   

To be nameless before God is not to be 

someone who does not know God, but it is someone 

who would live in ways because they know God.  

That is how you are known by God.  That is what 

this text is.  It is a dangerous piece of 

material.   

And he is in Hades.  Why?  Because in 

this life he robed himself in purple.  He's 

sitting in hell because he robed himself in 

purple and nothing else mattered, not God, not 

neighbor.  Nothing mattered.  So 

self-consumed. 

Did he not know Lazarus?  I would have 

loved to have been his lawyer, to make the case 

of:  Well, he did not know that.  He was busy.  

As soon as the gate opened, his limo moved out.  

He couldn't see what was outside.  No, you 

can't make the case because he refers to this 

man as Lazarus.  He knew Lazarus.   

You and I walk through life where there 

are these Lazarus’s that show up and manifest 

themselves in such dramatic ways, and what this 

text is calling us to see is, are you sensitized 

enough, sensitized enough to extend to the 

people in need in ways that would touch their 



lives?  Or do you belong to the crowd that 

makes references to the poor in terms of bums 

and winos?  Think about it.   

The text goes further.  He cries out. 

He talks to Abraham.  His point of reference 

back is Moses.  The question is not about his 

religiosity in terms of how much he knew about 

God, because he knew a lot about his faith.  He 

knew about Moses.  He knew about Abraham.  He 

knew about the prophets.   

What more do you have to know?  Did he 

observe all the teachings and the rituals?  

Yes, he did.  And that's why he robed himself 

in purple, because he was so secure.  I keep 

the Sabbath and a lot of others things.  We 

don't want to run through the Deuteronomy 

course.   

He went through all the motions of 

religiosity and he knew what he needed to do, 

but he just kind of talked himself into the 

comfort zone of religion to say, I have kind 

of put all these things together, I have a nice 

little package where I am comfortable.   

It is not whether you are comfortable 

with your religion, with your understanding of 

God, with your faith.  It is whether you are 



acting your life and your faith whether God 

would notice what you have done unto the least 

of these.   

Okay.  Are you ready for this?  If you 

have been taking a nap, wake up.  Stop writing 

your grocery list.  You can pick it up a little 

later.  You see that line where it says:  If 

someone came out of the dead, they would not 

believe.  Do you know what that line is?  That 

line is a direct reference to Jesus.   

What Jesus is saying is you cannot just 

simply say, I do not know.  If you're -- if 

your faith concentration is based on the creed, 

think again.  Because the creed just easily 

talks born to the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pilate, was killed, rose.  Over.   

What Jesus is talking about is not about 

what we claim in terms of the risen Christ, but 

what we learn from the Christ who lived, who 

walked the streets of Galilee, who showed us 

in such clear terms as to what does it mean to 

be known by God.   

What does it mean to order our lives in 

ways that God would take delight?  What does 

it mean not to be nameless in the presence of 

God?   



When Jesus says, if someone came from 

the dead.  That's why I changed the translate.  

Rose from the dead.  That would do them no 

good.  What Jesus was talking about, the 

quintessential purpose of God taking the form 

of flesh to come to us, to speak in such clear 

terms as to what does it mean to live a life 

that God would recognize and call you by name.  

Call you by name.   

And it manifests itself in the way Jesus 

walked, Jesus taught, the way Jesus built 

relationships on the streets of Galilee, the 

way Jesus' compassion extended to those who 

nobody else gave a hang about.  Hmm?   

To God the honor, power, glory, and 

majesty, now and forever more.  Amen. 

>>DAVID:  Please be seated.  It is 

time in other service where we give thanks for 

the many blessings and ask to the Lord's 

blessing on our offerings.   

First, I would like to thank all the 

people who have provided MACC with their time 

and talent.  Without your selfless 

contributions MACC would not be nearly as 

successful in its mission.  Thank you again 

for your contribution.   



Secondly, thank you for all who have 

given generously and sometimes at personal 

sacrifice to provide financial support needed 

to MACC to continue the work.   

Let us pray.  I have chosen to read a 

verse used by the United Church of Canada, as 

their doxology.  It has always held special 

meaning for me.  We give thee but thine own, 

whatever the gift may be.  All that we have is 

thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.  Amen.   

(Collection of gifts.)  

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  We are about to partake of 

the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  

I don't know about you, but in my world 

this is how it is.  I know in part.  What I can 

understand is limited.  What I can see is very 

partial.  What I can comprehend often is by my 

own choosing.  So in all those limited ways, 

I and we serve God.  

That would not put us in a position to 

say when the thermostat is turned down, we can 

stand before the throne and say, I've been 

good, I have done everything right, so give me 

what I deserve.  Far from it.  



We still are people who come to this 

table, asking for forgiveness for our 

brokenness, asking for clarity of thought, 

asking for strength and courage to serve.  And 

there is one word that says it much better.  We 

come to this table asking for grace, that grace 

would redeem us.  Grace would make us whole.  

Grace would put us back on a track where we 

would see a little clearer than what we did 

before.  

So come to this throne of grace, receive 

from this throne of grace, drink till you will 

thirst no more.  Eat your heart's content of 

the bounties of God so that you will hunger no 

more.  And you will be called by name.  And 

your heart will be moved in ways where you would 

serve God so that you would find life and that 

life in all its fullness when you are on this 

earth and you would find God to take delight.  

And when the day comes would say, you ran a good 

race, you fought a good fight, welcome home.  

The gifts of God for the people of God, Amen.   

(Hymn:  You Satisfy The Hungry  

               Heart.)  

>>DONN:  All are welcome at the table 

of the Lord.  As we give thanks for the table, 



I borrowed a communion prayer from Dr. Robert 

M. Hopkins.  Dr. Hopkins was one of the 

guiding forces in the establishment of Madison 

Avenue Christian Church and he was one of the 

four original elders serving this church until 

1920.  He would later become one of the most 

important figures in the Disciples of Christ 

church worldwide.  

Share it with me now, the words of 

Dr. Hopkins.  Let us pray.  We thank thee, Our 

Heavenly Father, for the fellowship that is 

ours in Jesus Christ.  As we partake today of 

the loaf and the cup, we are made to realize 

anew that we are in fellowship not only with 

those who are now surrounding this table in our 

midst, but also with an ever increasing 

multitude of those who love our Lord and who 

are to be found in every land around the world.  

Hasten the time when there will be no barriers 

of tongue or race or creed to divide us.  But 

when, as our Lord prayed, we may be united in 

our observation of this supper that he 

instituted and in our obedience to every 

command that the world may indeed come to an 

acceptance of his way of life.  Amen.   

               (Distribution of the elements.) 



>>DAVID:  Hear now the words of 

institution.  While they were eating, Jesus 

took a piece of bread and gave a prayer of 

thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples.  

Take it, he said, this is my body.  Then he took 

the cup and gave thanks to God.  And handed it 

to them.  And they all drank from it.   

Jesus said:  This is my blood, which is 

poured out for many, my blood which seals God's 

covenant.  I tell you I will never again drink 

this wine until the day I drink the new wine 

in the kingdom of God.  Drink ye all of it. 

>>DONN:  If you've been worshiping 

with us and if this is the Sunday that you have 

chosen to make your membership at Madison 

Avenue Christian Church official, we invite 

you to come forward as we sing our closing hymn 

or you may speak with Simon at the conclusion. 

>>SIMON:  And now go in peace.  And may 

you find peace and joy in serving God more 

fully.  Go be the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.   


