
 

 (Hymn:  It came upon the midnight  

           clear.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me in 

prayer, please?  God of Advent, God of waiting and 

anticipation, we gather here on this Sabbath day to offer our 

praise and thanksgiving.  We praise you as the creator, mother 

and father of us all.  God who is ever -- who is and ever will 

be, God the noble and the mysterious, all praise is yours today 

that we might remember our place, that you are God and we are 

not. 

We confess, listening God, there were many times this 

past week that we did not speak well, respond well, or live 

out our faith well.  We confess that we gave into the 

temptations to acquire more stuff in seeing happiness for 

ourselves and loved ones.  We confess that we haven't given 

enough thought to who we are celebrating this season as we busy 

ourselves with shopping lists and decorating to look like a 

magazine cover. 

We confess that we are concerned the gifts that we give 

won't be good enough.  We confess that we have given into the 

fear and anxiety that everyone seems to have about everything. 

Almighty God, give us strength.  Help us turn off the 

24 hour news.  Help us turn off the radio, put down the phones 

and the tablets.  Help us unplug, that we might reconnect with 

our loved ones, that we might use the newly found energy to 

watch holiday movies with friends and family, that we might 

actually do what brings us joy and then we might share that 

joy with friends and family this season.  

Help us to remember, God, that you came to be with us 

as one of us, that you could have come to us in any way and 

in any form.  You choose to be born a helpless infant, born 



in a dirty, smelly barn full of animals.  You chose to be born 

to a teen mother and a unsuspecting young father. 

You could have come as a mighty warrior, a king with 

armies.  You could have come in grand splendor and yet, God, 

you chose the most surprising path and you came in peace.  

May we accept that peace for our own lives and let it 

drown out all the fears and anxieties.  Let us share that peace 

through kind words and kinder actions and in all we do, may 

we be instruments of your peace. 

O God, on this morning we continue to pray for those 

who are sick, mind, body, and spirit, those who are imprisoned 

and institutionalized.  We continue to pray for those who 

struggle with addiction, those who feel lost, lonely and 

forgotten.  We pray for those who protect us, whether they 

protect us near or afar and we pray for their families. 

And we continue to pray for all of our leaders, that 

they remember they serve something greater than themselves.  

And God, we pray the silent prayers of our hearts.   

               (A moment of silent prayer was  

           observed.) 

>>FAY:  O God, we pray these prayers and the prayer that 

your son taught us saying:    

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)  

           (Scripture reading of Luke 1:26-38 by  

           Linda Hilgeford.)  

(Chancel Choir:  Christmastime.) 

>>SIMON:  This is Peace Sunday.  Never in human 

history have we wanted peace more than we do this year, at least 

that's what we say, at least I'm going to say it.  

The truth of the matter is, peace is not just the 

opposite of war.  Peace is chaos in all its manifestations.  

It is economic.  It's political.  It's cultural.  It shows up 



as anxieties.  It manifests itself in terms of divisions.  

There is growing mistrust.  All of it accounts for the absence 

of peace.  But with a text like today, we once again pause for 

a moment and admit that all of our efforts to bring about peace 

is in vain, unless we pause for a moment and hear the voice 

of God that summons us to rearrange and reposition ourselves 

so that we can experience peace.  Because lasting peace is not 

a human endeavor.  Lasting peace is designed by God, and it 

will happen when people like us would listen to this other voice 

that beckons to imagine the world and ourselves differently.  

That's a lot of words.  But I'm hoping and praying that 

the encounter Mary has with the angel would open new 

possibilities for us and to believe again that in our lifetime 

there would be moments when we would experience peace when 

divine sanction and human desire have an encounter.  

During this Advent season, I am offering something for 

your consideration and reflection.  Language has limitations.  

We as human action, we try to communicate based on the kind 

of pictures we have in our heads, which are limited.  And 

therefore, we do not know how to talk about this Advent in terms 

of our limited language or move by the kind of pictures and 

images we have.  

So we mumble, talk things about Son of God, David, Son 

of David because that's the most biggest power we can think 

about in those days.  In broad terms, Christmas is this.  God 

became a human being.  We hear a lot of language in all the 

Christmas narratives that try to capture that and try to 

explain it in its own limitations.  You will see that in 

today's text, too.  

But the raw truth about Christmas is God became a human 

being.  And the rest of it is all stuff we try to say about 

it and we don't know. 



So, there is Mary, 15, 16.  Some commentators go 13.  

I think that's a little too young.  Let's stay with something 

we can stomach.  15, 16.  Going about her business.  She was 

not asking for anything other than her prom dress or who will 

drive her to the mall.  That's about where her life is.  Mary 

sitting around.  Appears an angel.  Says, greetings, O 

favored one.  

I have a feeling -- in the beginning the text says that 

she was perplexed.  I don't know.  I think in the beginning 

she thought goody, I'm going to get something good happening 

to me today, not at the level that it is being spoken of in 

that text.  But the first word, she was perplexed.  If she were 

not perplexed, I don't think she would have heard the angel 

say and what the angel was trying to say.  

You see the problem with us today is we just hear what 

we want to hear.  And we just kind of come to conclusions that 

we have already become comfortable with and then we think that 

is what God is really wanting me to do.  It is not that God 

is wanting you to do that.  That's what you want to do.  Now 

you have put God in between there.   

See, Mary was perplexed because she was aware that this 

is something other than Avon or some other doorstopper coming 

up to her door.  She knew that this was a divine moment, 

something beyond her limitations, something that is 

spectacular. 

So the perplexed Mary now begins to listen, I mean, 

really listen.  And this angel won't shut up.  The angel goes 

on, tells Mary, Mary, blessed are you.  And then goes on to 

say, and by the way Mary, you're going to have a child. 

And Mary says what?  I don't think so.  I haven't asked 

for a child.  There are other people who asked for a child but 

that wasn't me.  You came to the wrong person.   



In the Bible people have said that.  Moses said that.  

Jeremiah said that.  Sarah, Abraham said that.  A lot of 

people said it; not me, you've got the wrong person.  

And the angel says what is about to happen to you is 

going to dismantle life as you know it.  Inconvenience to her?  

Yes.  But through her something much more magnificent, 

something much more earth shattering is going to happen.  And 

what is it?  The text goes to use the language -- I'm going 

to use the phrase that I intend to use throughout.  

What is going to happen, Mary is -- God is going to 

become a human being.  And you are the vessel by which that 

is going to happen.  And you begin to wonder.  If God wanted 

to do something, why wouldn't God just do it.  Why does God 

have to find a human vehicle, a human possibility?  Why does 

God always have to find creation to recreate the world?  I 

don't know.  But that is difficult truth.  And that is how God 

operates.  

If God is to do something spectacular, what God intends 

to do is through you and I.  It's through us.  And God chooses 

to become a human being.  And now it is Mary.  And then all 

the heavenly host join with the angel Gabriel.  And they all 

are singing.  

I think something else is happening there.  It is not 

so much that Angel Gabriel was singing.  But when Angel Gabriel 

looked at Mary and said, you are the one, it is through you 

that it is going to happen, I believe there was a big pause.  

The angels stopped singing.  Angel Gabriel with all the 

grandeur that surrounded Angel Gabriel, if someone would have 

looked carefully, Angel Gabriel was also shaking.  

Why?  Because much of what is going to happen depends 

on what Mary's going to say.  If God is going to do a new thing, 

there is a big pause.  And much of it depends on what you're 



going to say. 

The angels have stopped singing.  Angel Gabriel is 

shaking under the wings.  And there is this big pause.  Heaven 

and earth pauses.  And Mary says, let it be by your will.  

I believe at that moment again everything started.  The 

angels are singing and Gabriel is delighted.  Heaven rejoices 

because what God intends to do now has found a human partner.  

God's act of creation and recreation is ongoing but it comes 

to a pause if you and I are not active participants and active 

partners in what God intends to do so.  

O there are times when God just bulldozes through.  But 

that is not always.  I want you to listen to that thing 

carefully what Mary says.  Mary said let it be.  Does that 

sound familiar to you?  Let it be.  No, I'm not talking about 

the Beatles.  

To get the full impact of that response, you need to 

go as far as Genesis.  And you need to hear the creative Word 

that said let there be.  And there it was.  It is that same 

creative Word that is now again and again trying to recreate, 

remold, reshape the world.  God's ongoing act of creation.  

And for God to continue with the ongoing act of creation, it 

is not enough just for God to say let it be and there it was.  

It also requires for you and I to say let it be.  

O that's not enough.  For God to heal the world, 

reconcile the world, dispel darkness, bring about hope, it is 

going to take human partners also to say let it be.  And then 

comes the last part, says not by my will but by yours, here 

I am, your servant, use me.  

You see, God's act of creation was initiated by God at 

one time, but God's act of creation is going on constantly and 

angels are appearing in our midst.  Angels are appearing and 

stirring our conscious.  Angels are provoking us.  Angels are 



calling us to act.  Much of it depends on you and I saying, 

here I am, here I am.  

To God the honor, power, glory, and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>DONN:  You may be seated.  Let us pray.  O God, our 

creator, the seasons seem to converge at this time of year as 

the brilliant fall meets the darkness of winter and the season 

of Thanksgiving meets the promise of the Advent.  Last week 

we gave thanks for our many blessings for those who gave so 

much to create this church and for the mission you have 

entrusted to this church.  

Now, in Advent we await the promise fulfilled in the 

spirit of giving.  We pray that our gifts will be a true 

reflection of the thanks we share for all that you have given 

us.  Bless this offering that we may use it wisely.  In Jesus' 

name we pray.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    

               (Doxology.)  

>>BRUCE:  You may be seated.  The choir is actually 

going to share the communion meditation today.  We will 

remember you in the breaking of the bread.  We will remember 

every loving word you said.  Eat this bread and live.  My peace 

to you, I give.  In the breaking of the bread, we will remember 

you.   

(Chancel choir:  We will remember  

               you.) 

(Hymn:  One Candle is Lit.) 

>>BRUCE:  All are invited and all are welcome at 

Christ's table.  Shall we pray?  Creator God, the season of 

Advent gives us an opportunity to reflect upon the coming 

Christ child.  As we focus on the infant Jesus, this table 

reminds us that the infant Jesus later died for our sins, died 



that we might have eternal life.  We offer our thanks for your 

grace and love.  Amen.    

               (Distribution of the elements.) 

>>DONN:  Reading the words of institution from 1 

Corinthians.  For I received from the Lord what I handed on 

to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks he broke it 

and said:  This is my body that is for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup also after supper saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often 

as you drink it in remembrance of me.  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes again.  Drink ye all of it. 

>>BRUCE:  I imagine that you will receive an invitation 

to attend a Christmas party.  It is that time of year.  My 

editorial comment is that most Christmas parties seem to have 

more to do with Santa Claus than with Christ.  But here at MACC 

each week we extend an invitation to join Christ's party.  So 

if you have been looking for a church home where you can 

actually join Christ in service, join fellow believers in 

service, then this is your place.  

We extend an invitation.  You are welcome to come 

forward during the singing of our closing hymn or you are more 

than welcome to meet with one of the elders or with Simon in 

a private moment.  So let's stand and sing here on Peace 

Sunday, Let There Be Peace On Earth.  Shall we stand? 

(Hymn:  Let There Be Peace On Earth.) 

>>SIMON:  Go in peace.  God is the author of peace.  

Peace is God's gift to us.  Peace is yours to share with the 

world around you.  May the peace that passeth all 

understanding abide with you now and always.  Amen.  



>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


