
 (Hymn:  We Three Kings.) 

>>FAY:  You may be seated.  Will you join with me 

in prayer, please? 

Blessed be the God of Israel and let us praise the 

one God from age to age.  One God in every people and every 

time, holy and mighty are you enthroned in heaven above.  

We, your created, we gather to worship you.  We worship 

you to remind ourselves that we are not gods and we are 

not saviors but rather we are your created.  

We gather so that all glory, praise, and worship 

is yours this day and every day.  God, as we come here to 

this place in joy and gladness to worship you, we also come 

to this place knowing that we have not lived fully into 

being the people that you desire us to be.   

We confess that in the last week we have been 

jealous and spiteful.  We have been quick to anger.  We 

have judged others unfairly.  We have not loved 

unconditionally as your son showed us how.  We have been 

apathetic to global injustice and we have just been 

overwhelmed by the evil that people commit against one 

another. 

Lord God Almighty, for these sins and the others 

that we have surely committed, have mercy on us.  God of 

all goodness, we give you thanks for the abundance of 

goodness that we experienced in the last week.  We give 

you thanks for the time that we've had with family and 

friends, for the beauty of the snow that naturally reminds 

us to slow down.  Winter is a time for the earth to rest 

and prepare for a season of growth and abundance.  

God remind us to slow down and to take time with 

you, to speak with you and be reminded that we are yours 

and that you desire a relationship with us.  In our time 



of conversation with you this morning, God, we seek your 

guiding star.  We seek your guiding hands and reassurance 

of your spirit so that when we leave this place we know 

our hearts and minds are girded for the days ahead, that 

we will be strong enough to speak in love to all people, 

even when we disagree; that we will be strong enough to 

move to action when justice calls; and that our cup of 

compassion will overflow for those in whose shoes we have 

not walked.  

O God, as we continue in prayer this morning, we 

lift up to you those who are sick, be it mind, body, or 

spirit.  We continue to pray for those who are lonely, 

lost, and forgotten, those who have been 

institutionalized and imprisoned.  Those who serve us, 

keeping us safe, both near and far, and their families. 

We lift up to you prayers for our leaders at every 

level the and now, O God, we come to you in a time of silent 

prayer sharing with you the prayers of our hearts.  (A 

moment of silent prayer was observed.) 

>>FAY:  O Lord God, hear our prayers and hear the 

prayer that your son taught us saying:   

(The Lord's Prayer was prayed.)         

(Scripture reading of Matthew 2:1-12 by Joan 

Gregory.)   

(Chancel Choir:  Star-led and Wonder Bound.) 

>>SIMON:  This is the season of Epiphany and 

Epiphany is a time when God is revealed and we're able to 

worship the living God.  Epiphany is often associated 

with the three wise men, three kings, three we kings, 

whatever.  I don't know how they came up with this idea 

of three kings.   

But they kind of did this calculation, you know:  



Three gifts and therefore there should have been three 

kings.  Why couldn't there have been two kings and someone 

bought an extra gift?  Or why couldn't there have been 

lots of kings and several of them didn't bring any gifts?  

I don't know how they came up with these three kings but 

that is how it is.  

But that also goes to say that much of what we 

perceive and conceive as what God is and God who became 

a human was real through Jesus Christ.  We have all these 

categories, criterias, preconceived notions, things that 

we associate with what God ought to be and what Jesus means 

to us.  And in the end we put so many shackles on this Jesus 

and therefore we end up looking for things that don't have 

anything to do with Jesus at all, which is what I intend 

to do today is to try to work this material in such a way 

that we are people who are free to have this encounter with 

this living God who is among us, who meets us where we are 

and touches our lives in God's ways, not the way that we 

often would prefer.  

The best way to go about this material is to work 

backwards.  Verse 12 goes on to say and that they found 

this baby in a manger, Mary, and the star and everything 

else.  Of course we know the halo on her head.  Everything 

else.   

And they worshiped -- the three wise men.  I'm 

going to stay with the conventional expression.  They 

worshiped and then they left in a different direction, not 

the direction that they chose before, not the direction 

that MapQuest them.  They left in a different direction.   

You see somewhere in there you have the greatest 

mystery that has been unpacked.  In worship they were 

transformed.  In worship how they do life and be life has 



been changed.  They left in a different direction.  

Amazing stuff.  

My prayer is that as we worship together today that 

it would be an Epiphany moment for us, that we would be 

free to worship God, not -- without shackle, not with all 

the instruction that has been given to us about who God 

is, but the way God is real to us and that this God will 

touch us, that our lives will be transformed, that we also 

would be people who will be led in directions that we may 

not choose to go on our own or what others expect us to 

be, do, and become.  

The text starts kind of funny, but it's pretty 

serious.  The three wise men -- you see these three wise 

men have nothing to do with kosher practices.  The 

synagogue would have rejected them.  The three wise men 

believed in a astronomy, astrology, science, forecast, 

all kinds of things that do not account for what the Torah 

teaches.  They were alien to the Jewish faith, but they 

knew enough.  That's probably why they're called the wise 

men -- I don't know -- from the East. 

They saw a star.  They understood about the star.  

What the star said was that the Savior has been born.  Oh, 

let me take a detour for a minute.  You see one of the big 

shackles we have is this notion of who the Savior is and 

what the Savior is all about.  And we come up with devices 

of what a salvation plan is.  And then that salvation plan 

becomes so exclusive and it's so confined to a limited 

group of people and in the end what we end up doing is 

forget that Jesus Christ indeed is the Savior of the world.  

This is the universal Christ.  This is the Christ 

who came embrace all of humanity.  Watch out.  If we try 

to conform and confine this Jesus, we may be putting this 



Jesus in shackles and denying what the world needs, which 

is a universal Savior.  And in Jesus Christ, what was 

revealed in Bethlehem is the universal Savior. 

We need to think again about what we say, Jesus the 

Savior, how exclusive the Savior becomes and whether the 

Savior can touch people who we think are outside the realm 

of what we call Christiandom or Christianity. 

So the three wise men saw the star.  They heard 

about the Savior, and what do they do?  The head straight 

to Herod's palace.  What would you do?  That's what you 

would have done.   

If you lived at the time and if you thought that 

something powerful, something earth-shattering, 

something that is going to change the world altogether, 

where would you go?  You would go to the palace, not to 

some cowshed.  You would go to where all the power sits.  

You would go to a place that means something in the eyes 

of the world.  Herod's palace.   

Oh, get this.  It's not just that.  It is not just 

about secular, that they thought this is Jesus should be.  

They went to Jerusalem.  Even though the prophecy said 

Bethlehem of Judah you may not be the smallest town, but 

you will be the Savior of the world, who would lead people, 

Israel.  So it is all within what the Torah was teaching.  

That's where they were.  

They went to Jerusalem.  They could not even 

imagine that something so spectacular, so something so 

powerful, something so dynamic could happen anywhere 

other than Jerusalem.  That is what any kosher Jew would 

think.  That is what all religious teachings are about, 

Jerusalem.  It has to be in Jerusalem, right? 

That is what the Psalmist says.  O Jerusalem, if 



I forget you, let my tongue cleave to its upper jaw.  Let 

my right hand forget its deed.  Let me be nobody, because 

you are where everything holy is.  Jerusalem, the place 

of the temple.  Jerusalem the place of David.  Jerusalem 

the place all sacred things reside.  

And the wise men thought if something had to happen, 

that is where it ought to be.  They went to Jerusalem.  

They could not even imagine any other place.  

How empty all that travel would have been.  How 

empty the rest of their lives would have been.  They would 

have come, they would have been disappointed.  There 

would not have been a moment of worship.  They would not 

have felt the presence of God in the most unmistakable way.  

Because this Savior of the world was not in Jerusalem.   

You want to take a look at your own faith formation.  

You want to take a look at how you have put together who 

this God is and what this God is about.  You want to put 

together some kind of a questioning about how you are 

shaping yourself to be a child of God.  Do you want to take 

a good assessment about all the teachings of the church 

in terms of what does it mean to be a Christian and what 

does it mean to be the kind of person whom God would bless 

and touch and save and redeem?   

Do you want to make an assessment in terms of how 

you think you should be so that in the deepest, darkest 

moments God will be present in your life, that the Savior 

would be available to you when you really need salvation?  

I am not talking about salvation about the world to come.  

I'm not talking about what's going to happen when the 

thermostat is turned down.  I am talking about salvation 

today, now, here. 

Much of what has been taught, much of how we 



understand continues to put this Jesus in shackles, and 

it is so predictable.  And we seek this Jesus in 

predictable ways and often find ourselves not having an 

encounter with the living God. 

And so then there they were, learned people, knew 

everything right, and they ended up in Herod's palace and 

in Jerusalem.  They could not imagine that this could be 

anywhere else.  It cannot be outside all these wonderful 

things that they have been taught.  

And, of course, in the dream they are told:  You 

need to be a person of freedom.  If you want an encounter 

with the living God, you cannot think in limited 

categories and in your own ways.  You just simply need to 

allow this living God to meet you where you are, to touch 

you the way God chooses, to direct you in paths that God 

wants you to go.  

And so in the dream they are told:  It's not in 

Jerusalem.  It is not in the past.  It is not in all the 

wonderful things that you have been taught.  It is not all 

the things that you have made to be your belief system.  

All of that has to be broken.  All these shackles have to 

come off and you just simply need to allow God to meet you 

where you are.  

And they say:  We need to go somewhere else.  We 

heard -- even though we don't believe, even though we 

cannot understand, even though that they are not 

comprehended, we need to go to Bethlehem.  And they tell 

Herod, we need to go to Bethlehem.  

Herod is shaken, because the new reality that has 

come about is beyond Herod's understanding.  It's beyond 

what Herod can predict.  And all the people in Jerusalem 

are shaken, because what has happened has unraveled 



everything, all their teachings, all their religiosities.  

And the wise men leave Herod's palace, and the star 

guides them to Bethlehem, the most unseeming place.  That 

too, in a cattle shed.  Now they could have sat and argued 

with the cattle shed and everyone there, and they could 

have asked how can this be?  Was this all that is about?  

No.  All they did was just worship the newborn Savior of 

the world.  And what they did was just stand in awe, the 

presence of the Savior who was born.   

Folks, if this Epiphany season is going to be a time 

when God is going to touch you, if this Epiphany season 

is going to be a time when your life is going to blossom 

and become the person that God intends for you to be, if 

this Epiphany season is going to be the kind of worship 

that leads you to allow God to be a constant presence in 

your life, the first thing we need to do is to dismantle 

all our preconceived notions of this God.  

What we need to do is let go of all the categories 

and criterias we've been taught and we have accepted to 

be the only way God operates.  We need to become a people 

who are free to know that this God is the Savior of the 

world.  We need to be the kind of people who will just 

allow God to meet us where we are, to touch us the way God 

chooses, and to be surprised by the one who says:  Fear 

not, for I am with you always, wherever you are. 

I don't know.  In a bit this worship is over.  We 

may get back in the cars and we may start up on the 

conversations we left when we came in.  We may have the 

same concerns and the same predictions that we have -- we 

are so used to.  But there is a difference, that this God 

meets us where we are.  And this God surprises us in ways 

and directs our paths in new directions that would be life 



and that life in all its fullness.  That this God would 

bless those who worship.  This God would embrace people 

without condition.  This God would become a part of the 

human drama.  This God will become a part of your drama.  

And this God will be the constant presence in your life.   

Much of it depends on if I'm willing to let go of 

all the notions, preconceived notions, and formulas that 

I have put together about this God.  Worship is about 

freedom.  God is the Savior of the world.  The one who 

came to this earth came to be a universal Savior.  The one 

who came meets you where you are, meets you where you are.   

To God the honor, power, glory, and majesty now and 

forever more.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Gracious Spirit, Dwell Within Me.) 

>>PAM:  You may be seated.  Take from among you an 

offering to the Lord.  Whoever is generous of the heart 

let them bring an offering.  Let us do this as a act of 

worship as we pray for our gifts and offerings.   

Dear God, you are our gracious provider in every 

way and for that we are thankful.  Thank you for our 

monetary gifts as well as our talents.  Help us to not take 

these gifts for granted and guide us in the best ways to 

share what we have with others.  Bless this offering so 

it may glorify your name wherever it may be used.  In the 

name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 

(Collection of gifts.) 

(Doxology.) 

>>SIMON:  Please be seated.  We are about to 

partake in the elements that represent the broken body of 

Christ and the cup that we share.  Jesus the Savior.  The 

moment you hear those words or the moment you think about 



the table, what starts running, because we've been told 

so, is that Jesus is the Savior because we are all sinful 

people.  That's what we are, just sinners.  

And what we're also told is that Jesus the Savior 

is our fire insurance and somehow Jesus the Savior is all 

about what happens after you die.  Hmm.  If s all this 

Jesus is to be, this Jesus need not have come to this world, 

lived among us, taught us about life, showed us paths in 

which we would experience life and that life in all its 

fullness.  None of that need happen.  

Try this.  Jesus the Savior finds the good in us, 

because folly is not all that we are.  There is a lot of 

good in us.  There are so many wonderful things that we 

do in our day-to-day lives that is so pleasing to God.  

That in us is the nature to make choices that are right.  

Fault and folly and sin is not all that we are.   

Yes, there are moments in our lives that God needs 

to forgive, and God will.  But there are moments in our 

lives that we need to celebrate.  There are moments in the 

church's life that we need to celebrate and rejoice 

because by the power of the Spirit of God, there is a lot 

of good that comes out of us.  

And as we come to this table, I pray that you will 

be daring enough to give thanks to God for those moments 

when you've been able to do good, when you've been able 

to find joy so abundantly in your life and to share joy 

to others.  And I hope that you would dare to ask the 

Savior of the world to say:  Increase those moments in me.  

Increase those moments where I could see crystal clear 

what you intend for us.  Increase those moments where I 

have been absolutely delighted because I've been able to 

be a blessing to somebody else. 



This is not just a table for sinners.  This is a 

table for children of God.  This is not just a place for 

crying.  This is a place for rejoicing.  This is a place 

where the Savior of the world takes delight in us.  And 

I pray that we would give more moments for God to take 

delight in us.   

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Amen. 

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen. 

(Hymn:  Fairest Lord Jesus.) 

>>SHARI:  This is the God's table and God's 

invitation to come in communion to receive communion.  

Please pray with me.  

Dear gracious and loving God, it is a privilege to 

come to your table and receive new life.  You are the God 

of light, the light that came into this world teaching, 

healing, and caring.  We pray that you would still our 

minds and quiet our hearts as we partake of the elements 

that you so graciously have given.  In grateful 

remembrance of what you did for us, we ask that you draw 

us closer to you in fellowship and renew our hearts in love 

and forgiveness as we receive the bread and cup together.   

With a new year comes new beginnings, yet your love 

for us symbolized by this broken bread is constant.  And 

as we drink of this cup, let it remind us of your 

faithfulness and never-ending promises.  Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen. 

(Distribution of the elements.) 

>>PAM:  Let us remember together that on the night 

Jesus met with the disciples in the upper room, he took 

the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to the 

disciples saying:  Take, eat, this is my body.  And then 

he took the cup and when he had given thanks, he gave it 



to them saying:  Drink of it all of you for this is my blood 

of the covenant which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this in my memory until I come 

again.  Let us drink it together. 

>>SHARI:  If you've been worshiping with us and you 

are thinking of joining our church family, why not today?  

Why not start a new year with a new church family?  We 

invite you to come up during the singing of the next hymn 

and we will greet you and welcome you with open arms.   

Or if you would like a more private service, you 

can talk with Simon or Fay or one of the elders after the 

worship service.  Let us sing. 

(Hymn:  We Have a Story to Tell.) 

>>SIMON:  And now may the peace of God that passeth 

all understanding abide with you now, guide your path, 

protect you and keep you always.  Amen.  

>>CONGREGATION MEMBER:  Amen.    


